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Linda writes éé 
 

Remembrance is a very important part of human life. At this time 

of year, our focus is on remembering the acts of courage and  

bravery that people undertook in times of war. They were fighting 

to protect their homelands and loved ones. 
 

H G Wells coined the phrase, that the First World War would be 

ôthe war to end all warsõ. The development of tanks and chemical 

warfare took the fighting to a new level - more barbaric and mentally testing than anything 

seen before, the idea of simply a physical fight of man against man to resolve a conflict had 

gone forever. 
 

Of course it wasnõt to be the end of warfare, as an even more bloody and catastrophic  

conflict was to follow only twenty one years later, in which racial genocide and atomic 

weapons were just two of the developments that humanity brought about in the perverse 

hope of achieving victory. 
 

Now, some seventy nine years later, we look around our world and see that peace between 

nations seems even further away than ever, so what is the point of remembering events 

that have not apparently acted as stimuli to seek other ways of resolving these global  

disagreements? 
 

The fact is, that the remembrance is not of the war itself, but of the millions of people who 

tried to bring about the end of the conflicts, both on the frontline and at home, including 

those who were unable or ineligible to pick up or operate a weapon. Those who in amongst 

all the fighting, placed the human values of love, respect and courage higher on their list of 

priorities than self-preservation.  
 

The magnificent Battle of Britain monument that stands on the banks of the River Thames 

at Westminster typifies many of these interactions. The pilot surrounded by speed, smoke 

and tracer fire is not alone, his moves and speech passes directly from the air into the ears 

of the young girls at the plotting tables, who provide encouragement; a kiss blown  

between a gunner and a factory girl to remind us that this action did not take place in 

some sort of heroic bubble but in a world of human feeling and frailty; or making tea in an  

Anderson shelter which is not an act of great heroism, more one of defiance. This as an  

image of the British spirit of 1940, like the home guard with broom handles and bicycles, 

the removal of signposts to confound the enemy, the  

collection of saucepans to make fighter planes, and so 

on and so on.     
 

So much ordinary in amongst the extraordinary, yet a 

sign that humans are more resilient and for many that 

their faith promised that all would be well in the end. 

This is why we remember them. 
 

ôGreater love has no one than this: than to lay down oneõs 

life for oneõs friendsõ John 15:13  



Church Services in November  

Sunday 3rdñAll Saints Day 

10.30am Celebration Eucharist with Baptisms and Confirmations 

6.30pm All Souls Service 

 

Wednesday 6th    11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 10thñRemembrance Sunday 

 

9.30am Said Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

10.50am Service at West End War Memorial 

 2pm Holy Baptism 

6.30pm Taiz® Service for Peace 

 

Wednesday 13th -11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 17thñ2nd before Advent 

 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

2pm Holy Baptism 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Wednesday 20th ð11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 24thñChrist the King 

 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

 

Wednesday 27th    11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Weekly: 

Open Church  9am to 3pm Tuesday to Friday 

Morning Prayer  9am Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

Choir Practice  7.30pm to 8.30pm Tuesdays 

Stay and Play 9.15am to 10.45am Wednesdays Term time 

Church website:  www.stjameswestend.org.uk 

http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk


Diary Dates and Notices for November  

Saturday 2nd November- Christmas Tree Festival Volunteers 'Coffee and 

Cake' 10.30am to 11.30am in the church hall.  All       welcome.  A lovely informal gathering 

to find out more about the Christmas Tree Festival and volunteering at it, enjoy refreshments 

and connect with others.   

Confirmation Service ñSunday 3rd November at 10.30am (this will be instead of our 

9.30am and 11am services).  Followed by a Bring and Share lunch. Please pray for Ellesse, 

Lolly and Sam as they       prepare to take this special step on their faith journey.  If youõd 

like to know more about confirmation speak to Revõd Vicky.                                                                                                  

All Souls Service remembering those who have diedñSunday 3rd  November at 

6.30pm.  If you would like a loved one who has died  remembered by name at this service 

please write it on the sheet at the back of church.      

Special Community Coffee Morning - Come and join us on Friday 8th November @ St 

James Church Hall.  Between 10am and 12 noon.  All profits will raise funds for Royal British 

Legion. 

Remembrance Service at West End War Memorial on Sunday 10th Nov at 10.50am with 

wreath laying and 2 minutes silence.  

The Dream Empire Christmas Market Saturday 23 November at St Jamesõ 10am to 

3pm. The church will be filled with a lovely assortment of artisan craft gifts for sale ð and an 

opportunity to visit Father Christmas! (additional cost applies).  Entry is just Ã1 for adults 

(children free) and there will be refreshments available throughout the day.  All funds from 

entrance fees, raffle and sales from the refreshments in the hall will go towards St Jamesõ 

Church funds.  

West End Parish Council Switching on of the Christmas Tree LightsñFriday 29th No-

vember from 6pm, switch on at 6.30pm. We will be singing Christmas Carols at itñcome 

and join the fun!  

Look our for a separate flyer about our Advent and Christmas Services.   The Christmas Tree 

Festival will be Friday 6th to Sunday 8th December 



A note from the Church Wardens 
 

You will have noticed from all the information in this magazine, and from the weekly  

notices email (if you were unaware that there is such a thing, do please contact Vicky to be 

added to the mailing list) that we are just entering a period of mounting activity. 

None of this could happen without volunteers to support us and the Ministry team,  

whether participating in the Christmas Tree Festival, cleaning the church, looking after the 

churchyard, providing drinks between the Sunday services, being part of the flower team, 

running Bible courses, assisting at services etc. We are very grateful for all your support.   

However, more help is always welcome, do please speak to any of us if you could spare to 

help with ANY of the above or you might have a talent for something that we havenõt got a 

volunteer for at the moment! 

We are always conscious that everyone should be made to feel welcome, whether with a 

cheerful smile, easy access, a clean church or not being attacked by cluster flies. For the  

latter, thank you to all those who assisted with preparing the church and clearing up  

afterwards when we had the church treated recently.  

Devine Escapes 
 

Hi everyone! We are looking towards arranging a church day out 

in June 2025. 
 

We need to get an idea of how many would be interested in coming along. 
 

Initially we are looking at one of the following destinations :- Windsor, Oxford or Brighton - 

other suggestions would be considered, but the most popular choice wins. 
 

The cost of the trip cannot be finalised until the new year, as the coach companies will      

publish the charges then - but needless to say the more people - the cheaper the tickets. 
 

Please let me know if you are interested Steve Wiseman stevewiseman2211@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:stevewiseman2211@hotmail.co.uk


Quiet Space  
 

True silence is a real gift in our noisy and busy worldêit gives us an opportunity to develop 

our relationship with God and with our neighbourê.it is a blessing in our lives which we so 

often put aside for another timeê 
 

In our Quiet Space sessions we meet in small groups to share a time of quiet and then       

reflect and discuss a theme which brings God into our everyday lives.  
 

If you are feeling ready to find out more about Quiet Spaces please contact Brenda  

Holden tel. 02380474826 or email bmholden84@gmail.com 
 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

This was the theme we discussed in our October sessions 

taken from an issue of ôPray Nowõ produced by the Bible 

Reading Fellowship in 2011ê. 
 

ôLANGUAGEõ 
 

In the beginning - Godõs Word: 

creating 

ordering 

shaping 

offering 

savingê 

We praise you, God, for your language that made the world and us. 
 

The blessing of language allowed for people and ideas to connectê.for paths of                 

understanding to be openedêfor societies and systems to be structuredê.for conversations 

and friendships to developê.for acknowledging and abiding by commitmentsê.for all         

relationships to be sanctifiedê 

We thank you, God, for all the good that language makes possible. 
 

But language may also be a curse creating divisions and barriersê.for ordering destruction 

and killingêfor shaping gullible mindsê.for marrying hate and fearêfor offering a vision of 

dark and harmful powerê 

We repent, God, for the evil that language makes possible. 
 

God of creation and salvation, you have given us the power to make any word                    

incarnate. May the word coming to our minds and our lips most often be ôloveõ! 
 

Discussion: 
 

¶ As you read that passage what thoughts immediately come into your mind? 

¶ What language have you encountered recently in your day to day life?  How does that 

language fit in with this reflection? 

¶ Think about the last TV or Radio news that you heardê.how was language used in that? 

What language do we encounter in our church services? 
 

Brenda Holden 

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


Safeguarding  
 

At St Jamesõ West End we take our safeguarding responsibilities seriously including protecting 

children, young persons and vulnerable adults from harm by creating and offering a safe  

welcome to all, including victims and survivors of abuse.  
 

Through DBS checks, specific training, and following a Code of Safer Working Practice, we aim 

for an environment where all can feel safe, respected and valued. 
 

Our Parish Safeguarding Policies, a list of national and local helplines, as well as online 

sources providing support for victims of abuse and their families, can be found here: 

www.stjameswestend.org.uk/about-us/safeguarding/ 
 

Copies of the Policies are also available in folders on church and hall noticeboards. 

 

Carol is the Parish Safeguarding Officer [PSO]  

 stjameswestendsafeguarding@gmail.com   

07842244876 

& Scott is Assistant PSO 

stjameswe.assistantsafeguarding@gmail.com 

 

 

Safeguarding is essential in helping protecting a personõs right to live in safety, free from fear 

of harm, abuse, and neglect. Surely that is the highest standard we desire for our families, our 

friends and for ourselves. It is everyoneõs responsibility to support those who may be at risk. 

By taking actions which promote the welfare and wellbeing of everyone, we can help to  

reduce the risk of harm and abuse from happening.  
 

The gospels give us examples of how Jesus loves everyone, particularly those who are the 

least, the last and the lost in society, he teaches that, in Godõs Kingdom, people are judged 

most of all by what is in their hearts and how faith is put into action. 
 

At St Jamesõ the Safer Recruitment process for paid workers, and for our volunteers, includes 

recommended training via the CofE National Training Portal. 
 

The online learning is accessible by anyone so please do access the link below, explore and 

complete one or more of the modules. Safeguarding awareness is relevant to all of us at every 

stage of our lives, for our own safety and that of others. 

 

mailto:stjameswestendsafeguarding@gmail.com
mailto:stjameswe.assistantsafeguarding@gmail.com


Community Coffee Morning  
Come and join us on Friday 8th November @ St James Church Hall. Between 10am and 12 

noon. All profits will raise funds for Royal British Legion. 



Children at St Jamesõ 
 

In November in Pathfinders we will start the month looking at the Gospel of Mark and find 

out what is the greatest commandment. 

òYou must love God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all 

your strength.ó The second most important one is this: òYou must love your neighbours ð 

other people ð just as much as you love yourself.ó We will make a wall hanging as a  

reminder of the story. 
 

The 10
th
 November is Remembrance Sunday so there wonõt be a childrenõs church. 

 

The following week we are looking at Mark again and Remember Godõs promises in  

difficult times and we will make a stepping stone collage as a reminder that God tells us 

not to be afraid. 
 

The 24
th
 November is the last Sunday before advent and we celebrate Christ the King and 

stir up Sunday. 

Activity mornings  
 

We wonõt be holding an activity morning in November as we held two in October. Our 

next one will be our Christmas one on the 21
st
 December, the timings of this session are 

slightly longer starting at 9.30 and we will end the morning at 11.30 with a short service in 

Church. 
 

Here are some photos of our Harvest activity morning. We had fun decorating flower pots 

and planted bulbs then we made some bread mice followed by a sweet hunt in church 

which we wrapped up to look like pumpkins. 

 
 

 

 

 

November Tree Trail  
 

This month we look at events that happen in November, they 
include All Hallows Eve, All Saints Day and All Souls.  We will   

Remember, Guy Fawkes, Stir up Sunday and a story from the  
bible about Ruth and Naomi. In the boxes the activities  

include a pumpkin windsock, making a poppy, firework  
pictures, decorating a pumpkin and decorating a picture 

frame. We hope you enjoy the trail 



Christmas Fayre  

at Harefield Primary School  
 

We have been invited to have a stall at the Christmas fayre at Harefield Primary School, it 

would be good to have a church presence there. We would like to offer a prize every time 

tombola again like we did in the summer and would like to ask for donations of small        

inexpensive toys, such as colouring books and pencils, bubbles, sweets please. There will be a 

box at the back of church marked Harefield for donations. Thank you. 

 

Lyn, Barbara and myself went into Harefield School today with City Mission for a question of 

faith day. The children were encouraged to think about who could be ôGodõ and what     

Christians may think about God. They had three stories to help them, they heard about our 

creator God in the creation story and our powerful, protective, loving and forgiving God in 

the Jonah and the Whale story and the story of the Prodigal Son, which the children were 

able to act out. Then they worked in groups to make mind maps to describe God and then 

played a true or false game. After playtime they looked at the nativity figures and thought 

about God being big and powerful but how he became human because he is loving and    

forgiving. To explore the story the children made their own tetrahedron depicting three    

various aspects of Gods character or nature and in the afternoon they made a ôWhere is God 

collageõ using paper, feathers, sequins as they designed their ideas. The day ended with a   

selection of questions. 

 

It was a very good day. 

 

 





Warm Welcome!  
 
Hello All, 

 

You may think this article a bit early, winter isn't 

even here yet and we are waiting for  Christmas!  

However time goes by so quickly and we wanted 

to let everyone know, for the 3rd year running,  

we are going to hold... 

 

Well it started as... 

 

WARM SPACE... then WARM CHEER and 

nowêê.WARM WELCOME! 

 

We are opening the church hall every Thursday morning from 

the 9th January until the 27th March, thatõs 12 consecutive weeks. 

 

Please do come and join us, we all know how January and  

February can be rather dull and cold, so beat the chill, beat the 

blues, come and reconnect with old friends or make new. 

 

There is plenty to do, easy conversation, knit and natter. Why not join in a game, read, table 

tennis, crafts, puzzles - there will be something for everyone and everyone is WELCOME.  

In the warm, free tea and coffee, snacks and before you leave to go home soup and a roll. 

 

Ooops! Nearly forgot to mention the great team thatõs always happy to meet you and help in 

anyway.  Look out for the notice board at the back of church in DECEMBER for more details 

and meet the team. 

  

All ages WELCOME, so put the dates in your diary! 

 

We will look forward to seeing you all.  

 

Oh! And a Happy Christmas and now something to look     

forward to in the New Year. 

 

The Warm Welcome Team. 



 

Offering Spiritual Care in Later Life 

Carol Kidd is Anna Chaplain for Harefield & West End 

carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com   07842244876 

Carol offers a listening ear to, and shares time with, older persons especially the isolated  

and the lonely, and if needed their families and carers in order to also support them by  

signposting to other help that may be available. 

Initial contact can be made by phone or email and this can be followed by further phone 

contact or if preferred may include a home visit in your own home, in a Care Home or  

arrangement can be made to meet at St Jamesõ Church. 

Anna Chaplains are trained in offering spiritual support to 

older people by the Anna Chaplaincy team at BRF - a UK - registered Christian charity. 

Carol works as our Anna Chaplain in a voluntary capacity and has experience of working in 

the NHS, in pastoral care and in church ministry 

as one of St Jamesõ Licensed Lay Ministers. 

Harefield & West End Anna Chaplaincy 

is affiliated to Anna Chaplaincy for Older People 

and is part of the Bible Reading Fellowship [BRF] 

a Registered Charity [233280] 

For further information: https://

annachaplaincy.org.uk 
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Christmas Tree Festival ð enjoying the 

fruits of the season éé.. 

Just a reminder that if you have excess when you are making, please bear us in mind, a      

couple of jars for our stall would be really appreciated, thank you, the CTF Team. With 

thoughts turning to the craft stall being planned for the weekend of the Christmas Tree     

Festival (6-8 Dec 24), Lyn Spratt and a group of ôcraftyõ individuals are starting to develop 

some ideas for items to be made and sold (please see Lyn if you are interested in finding 

out more about this).  We also thought it would be  

lovely to offer home-made jams and chutneys for sale.                                                                        

The fruit season is looking to be a bumper one so if 

you have any to spare please send them our way! 

 

Helen Wiseman 



A win for the Flower team!  

In last months magazine you may have seen our Flower Team article that mentioned our  

entry in the Victoria Road Gardeners in Woolston Scarecrow competition, (they are a group 

of gardeners from Woolston Community who took over the flower beds in front of the shops 

(they were previously looked after by Southampton Council) to improve their environment. 

In exciting news we are pleased to say WE WON 3rd prize. We didnõt enter to win, but to 

support the local community, so to come 3rd was great news.  Well done to the flower team 

and Noel who kindly made the stand, also to everyone who donated the clothes with a  

special thanks to Maura for the waistcoat and welly boots.   

Thank you all 

Lyn.  

 



òGetting to know youéé.ó 

ôSaints on Earthõ, a biographical companion to    

Common Worship 
 

William Temple,  Archbishop of Canterbury,  Teacher of the Faith, 1944 

6 November 

 

William Temple was born in 1881, son of the Bishop of Exeter.  After education at Rugby and 

Balliol College, Oxford, a vocation to ordained ministry was nearly still-born, when Templeõs 

personal integrity meant that he openly expressed his difficulties with some aspects of the 

doctrine of the virgin birth and the bodily resurrection of Christ as they were then  

understood. This openness and honesty resulted in a delay of two years in his ordination, 

since Bishop Paget of Oxford refused to ordain him. Temple was subsequently ordained by 

Archbishop Randall Davidson of Canterbury. 

 

After a spell as headmaster of Repton School and then as Rector of St. James Piccadilly,  

Temple resigned the living in order to lead ôLife & Libertyõ, a movement pressing for more  

accountable structures within, and greater autonomy for the Church of England. A member of 

the Labour Party (until becoming bishop) he was a convinced supporter of social and  

economic reform and served as the first president of the Workersõ Educational Association.   

 

Born to privilege himself, he sought to extend basic  

privileges to all, believing that ôhuman status ought not to 

depend on the changing demands of the economic  

processõ, and that ôit is a mistake to suppose that God is  

only, or even chiefly, concerned with religionõ. 

 

He rose rapidly in the hierarchy of the Church of England, 

from Bishop of Manchester (1921-9) to Archbishop of York 

(1929-42) and then, for the last two years of his life, of  

Canterbury. He was also active in promoting the ecumenical 

movement. A gifted communicator with a razor-sharp mind, 

he was never fussy or pompous and possessed the  

common touch - as much at 

home on a beach mission at 

Blackpool as addressing the 

House of Lords. 

 

His early death at the age of 63, only eight months before the 

end of WWII, was a cruel blow, depriving both Church and  

Nation of a wise and visionary leader at a time of national  

reconstruction and leaving a void that proved impossible to 

fill. 

 



 

Books by...     
 

 
It is often not possible to find a particular book that has 

been reviewed, so this month I am featuring a review of 
the books produced by an authorê. 

 

Ruth Jones 
 

Many of us are familiar with Ruth Jonesõ character in ôGavin & Staceyõ. As I write this, I 
am sure that I am not the only person looking forward to the final episode of that     

favourite sitcom at Christmas.  We have been left on the edge of our seats for long 
enoughêwhat will happen with Smithy and Nessa? 

 
Jones was one of the co-authors of that classic sitcom and her creative talents extend 

to novels. 
 
I have read three of her books in the last few years and I can strongly recommend her 

stories - these books are ôUs Three;  ôNever Greenerõ and more recently ôLove Untoldõ. 
 

She sets her books in South Wales and her characters and story lines have an            
unashamed and delightful Welsh ôfeelõ to them. She is obviously an observer of people 

in their natural habitat. In every book she manages to draw us into family situations 
that are familiar, understandable and loving. Her characters become people whom we 

would like to meet and question. 
 

Jonesõ books would be a good read for November, which is often a dark month as    
winter approaches. Can I suggest that as you draw the curtains late afternoonêyou sit 

down with a cuppa and cuddle up with a Ruth Jones book from the local library! 
 

Have you found this useful?  Please let me know if you would like other authors       
featured in the BOOK REVIEW slot in our church magazine. 

 

Brenda Holden 

 

 

We are always on the lookout for book reviews, please send in your reviews to        

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to share the likes, dislikes and               

recommendations of books, fiction or   non-fiction.  



From the Registers 
The Parish of St Jamesȗ West End 

Baptisms October  

 

Hugo Sydney John Shaw-Lovelock - 13th October  

Zara Christine Barnsdall - 20th October  
 

 

We welcome you into the Lordõs family,    

We are members together of the same heavenly Father. 

 

 

Funerals  October  

 

Carol Grant - 2nd October  

Francis Elsley - 18th October   

Priscillia Constable- 29th October 

 
  
I shall not forget you. Look,  

I have engraved you on the palm of my hands.  

      Isaiah 49:15-16 

 



Life At St James  
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

125 years ago (1899) ð The Motherõs Union was very busy, with twenty-two ladies meeting at 

the Vicarage to work, in connection with the St. John's Ambulance Society for the sick and 

wounded in the War (2nd Boer War between the British Empire and the Boer Republics in South 

Africa). It was announced that no more garments were required. Warm thanks were due to all the 

members ôwho took work home to finishõ. In all ôFourteen sleeping suits, six cotton shirts, three 

flannelette shirts, four nightingales (which I think are the large white nurses aprons), four chest 

protectors and eight mufflers will be sent from West End direct to South Africa in a hospital shipõ. 
 

Meanwhile, the Westend Cricket Club had a ôfairly successful season in the field this year', but its 

finances are not in a quite satisfactory positionõ. To try and improve them, ôEntertainment to be 

held in the Schoolroom [...] and a capital programme has been arranged. Mr. A. Webb has  

headed both the Batting and Bowling Averages for the Seasonõ. 
 

100 years ago (1924) ð A reminder that we couldnõt just nip to the nearest supermarket for a 

bunch of flowers, only those that were grown in gardens or greenhouses. ôAltar Flowers - Now 

that the winter is coming on, and the gardens are getting empty, we should be very glad of  

volunteers who will supply the Altar Flowers as last year. We hope that those who gave them last 

year will do so now, on three Sundays in the month, and we should welcome offers for the  

remaining one and occasionally twoõ. 
 

Reverend Gerald Sayer also reminded people about arrangements for Armistice Day, ôAs I told 

you in last month's Magazine, we shall be keeping Armistice Day on the previous Sunday [...] 

There will be Requiems at 8am and 1Oam, and the names of those who died in the War will be 

read. After shortened Evensong, there will be a special Service of Remembrance. I much hope 

that as many as possible will attend that day and I make a special appeal to the Ex-Service men of 

the Parish. 
 

Also some special celebrations to celebrate the work of Emma Day. ôOn December 3rd, 1874,  

Emma Day was ordained Deaconess in London and began her work in the Diocese of Winchester 

at the request of Bishop Harold Browneõ On the 50th ôjubilee of her Ordination, there shall be in 

the Cathedral a special service of thanksgiving for her life and work and for the increase of  

women's work in the Church and Diocese during the past half century; also a meeting to recruit 

women workers for the Church, especially from the younger members of the educated classes . 
 

75 years ago (1949) - The Grand Christmas Bazaar preparations were well underway for this two 

day event from Friday to Saturday, and the build up included speculation as to who the ôWell 

Known Broadcasterõ was who would open the Bazaar! Much gratitude was expressed by Reverend 

Ivor Machin by those prepared to give up their time so that it would ô afford and opportunity of 

solving the Christmas present problem and of helping the church at the same time.õ However, the 

Reverend went on to say ô Of course it would be easier to preserve the church if it were used 

more frequently and by more people. Full churches have no difficulty in making ends meet and if 

those who come to church only on special occasions would increase their attendance to once a 

month only and when they came would give 6d only, we should meet all our current expenses, 

greatly increased as they are. As it is about 140 regular church goers are maintaining the church 

for the whole communityõ. Plus ­a change, plus c'est la m°me chose!  



 

Thereõs lots going  

on at the  

Oasis Community Hub 

(Melchet Road, Harefield) 

check their  Facebook 

page for up to date  

information .  


