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Newcomers Welcome Tea  
 

Have you joined St James in the last year or two?  
 

Weõve loved welcoming you and getting to know you,  

and it would be good to get to know you a little better  

and to introduce you to a few more people at the church. 

You are therefore warmly invited for tea and cake on  

Sunday 8th September 4pm to 5pm in the church hall.   



Alan writes éé 
 

Triumph or struggle? 
 

 

At the turn of the month we find ourselves well into the excitement of the Paris Olympics, 

and whether or not we are sport-minded, Iõm sure that many of us are avidly watching the 

progress of the Games generally, and the British entries in particular. Events like the Games 

emphasise competitive and patriotic instincts in everyone, and the race to win becomes      

almost infectious.   

 

Healthy competition is good character building, but there is a matter of degree, for when 

competition becomes unhealthy it becomes corrupt, and there is the danger that more     

selfish self-centred, characteristics dominate.  We canõt all win gold medals, so perhaps we 

should be thinking about how we run our race. 

 

The spirit of the modern Games was defined in a sermon by the Bishop of Pennsylvania at 

the London Olympic Games of 1908, when he said: òThe important thing in these  

Olympiads is not so much winning as taking part, just as the most important thing in life is 

not the triumph but the struggle.ó   

 

St Paul referred to competition and commitment in some of his letters to the early Christian 

Church, and they are just as relevant to us today.  He said: òmy only aim is to finish the 

race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me - the task of testifying to the good 

news of Godõs grace.ó  In his letter to Timothy, he declared that òI have fought the good 

fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
 
Now there is in store for me the crown 

of righteousnessêó 

 

So, in the race that is our earthly life, perhaps we should be aiming to live good lives rather 

than always trying to be quicker, bigger, (smaller, even?) better, than everyone else.  Our 

prize will not be a gold medal but, rather like Paul, the realisation that we have done what 

God asks of us, successfully, faithfully and with honest commitment. 

 

Think of that next time you are racing to beat the 

traffic lights, or trying to get your supermarket 

trolley to the checkout first! 

 

Alan Jenkins 

 

 



Church Services in August  

 

Sunday 4th - Trinity 10 

9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist with childrenõs activity 

11am Church Alive Communion All Age Informal Service 

6.30pm Sung Evensong (Livestreamed) 

 

Wednesday 7th 11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 11th  - Trinity 11 
 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

6.30pm Taiz® 

 

Wednesday 14th    11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 18th - Trinity 12 
 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

2pm Holy Baptisms 

6.30pm Sung Evensong 

 

Wednesday 21st -11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 25th - Trinity 13 
 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

 

Wednesday 28th ð11am Eucharist with hymns 

 
 

Weekly: 

Open Church  9am to 3pm Tuesday to Friday 

Choir Practice  7.30pm to 8.30pm Tuesdays 

 

Church website:  www.stjameswestend.org.uk 
 

 

http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk


5ƛŀǊȅ 5ŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ bƻǝŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 
 

Community Coffee Morningñ Fri 9th Aug 10am to 12 noon in the church hall.  Weõve 

gone yellow for Mountbatten Hampshire! (see poster on page 8) All welcome.  

Confirmationñthere will be a confirmation service at St James in the autumn.  Please pray 

for Ellesse, Lolly and Sam as they prepare to  take this special step on their faith journey.      

If youõd like to know more about confirmation speak to Revõd Vicky.  

Childrenõs Churchñthere will be no childrenõs church at the 9.30am service on Sundays 

11th 18th and 25th August. 

HEWEB Children's Holiday Bible Clubñ Heroes of the Bible.  5th to 9th August, 

9.45 to 12 noon Hedge End Methodist Church.  Ã6 for the week.  Book your 

childõs place at hewebholidaybibleclubbookings@gmail.com  

At our morning services on 1st September, school children and staff are warmly invited to 

bring their school bags for a blessing for the new school year.  

Summer Youth Events (for young people aged 11+) Crafternoons at St Lukeõs Hedge 

End on Tuesdays 6th, 15th, 20th and 27th August, 2pm- 4pm. Plus Games and BBQ at   

Hamble Country Park Monday 12th Aug 12-3pm. E-mail Maddie@stlukeshedgeend.co.uk 

to sign up.   

Joined St James in the last year or two? You are warmly invited for tea and cake on      

Sunday 8th September between 4pm and 5pm in the church hall.  Weõd love to get to 

know you a little better and to introduce you to who is who at the church.  
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Church Services in September  
Sunday 1st - Trinity 14 

9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist with childrenõs activity                               

    11am Church Alive Communion All Age Informal Service                    

  6.30pm Sung Evensong (Livestreamed)                                                     

Blessing of school bags for the new academic year at 9.30am and 11am 

 

Wednesday 4th 11am Eucharist with hymns 
 

Sunday 8th  - Trinity 15 
 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

6.30pm Taiz® 

 

Wednesday 11th    11am Eucharist with hymns 
 

Sunday 15th - Trinity 16 
 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

2pm Holy Baptisms 

6.30pm Sung Evensong 

 

Wednesday 18th -11am Eucharist with hymns 
 

Sunday 22nd - Trinity 17 
 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

 

Wednesday 25th ð11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 29th - St Michaels and all Angels 
 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

 

Weekly: 

Open Church  9am to 3pm Tuesday to Friday 

Morning Prayer  9am Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

Choir Practice  7.30pm to 8.30pm Tuesdays 

Stay and Play 9.15am to 10.45am Wednesdays Term time 



 

Offering Spiritual Care in Later Life 

Carol Kidd is Anna Chaplain for Harefield & West End 

carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com   07842244876 

Carol offers a listening ear to, and shares time with, older persons especially the isolated  

and the lonely, and if needed their families and carers in order to also support them by  

signposting to other help that may be available. 

Initial contact can be made by phone or email and this can be followed by further phone 

contact or if preferred may include a home visit in your own home, in a Care Home or  

arrangement can be made to meet at St Jamesõ Church. 

Anna Chaplains are trained in offering spiritual support to 

older people by the Anna Chaplaincy team at BRF - a UK - registered Christian charity. 

Carol works as our Anna Chaplain in a voluntary capacity and 

has experience of working in the NHS, in pastoral care and in 

church ministry as one of St Jamesõ Licensed Lay Ministers. 

Harefield & West End Anna Chaplaincy 

is affiliated to Anna Chaplaincy for Older People 

and is part of the Bible Reading Fellowship [BRF] 

a Registered Charity [233280] 

For further information: https://annachaplaincy.org.uk IŀǊŜŬŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƴŘ 
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Macmillan Cancer Support Coffee Morningñ Fri 13th September 10am to 12 noon in 

the church hall.  All welcome.  

Donõt forget to bring your school bags for a blessing for the new school yearñ 1st 

September, school children and staff are warmly invited to bring their school bags to our 

morning services on 1st Sept for a blessing for the new school year.  

Growing Nationsñwe welcome Barry and Heather Mann from the charity Growing  

Nations (which we have been supporting), to preach at our morning services on 8th  

September.  

Disability Awareness Sunday is on 22nd September and we will have this as a focus at our 

services.  

A reminder if you have joined St James in the last year or two? You are warmly invited 

for tea and cake on Sunday 8th September 4pm to 5pm in the church hall.  Weõd love to 

get to know you a little and to introduce you to who is who at the church.  

Junction 7 Youth Group (age 11+) Sundays 8th and 22nd Sept at St Lukeõs, Hedge End 

and Sunday 29th Sept at St James. 6.30pm ð8pm.  

Harvest Thanksgiving will be on Sunday 6th October.  



A note from the Church Wardens  
Evening Services 

I would like to commend our evening services to you, they normally take place on 1
st
 & 3

rd
 

Sundays for Evensong and the 2
nd
 Sunday for Taiz®, all at 6.30pm, attendance is sometimes 

disappointing and we would love for more to join us. So, what are these services? 

Evensong: is a service from the 1662 Book of common Prayer, itõs a quiet, reflective service 

in beautiful old language. It draws its origins from the sung services of monastic  

communities in the early centuries of the churchõs life and the choral style is uniquely  

characteristic of the Church of England. It contains a sung psalm to Anglican chant, the 

evensong canticles the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis along with hymns and prayers. It lasts 

about 40 minutes and is supported by members of our choir.  

Taiz®: We follow a pattern based on the worship of the Taiz® Community, one of whose 

aims has always been to make Christian worship as simple and uncluttered as possible. We 

sing 5 or 6 Taiz® chants, these are short chants, and using just a few words, they express a 

basic reality of faith, quickly grasped by the mind. As the words are sung over many times, 

this reality gradually penetrates the whole being. Meditative singing thus becomes a way of 

listening to God. These chants are interspersed with readings, reflections and prayers along 

with short periods of silence and a longer period of silence for private reflection /

meditation. This is often an ecumenical gathering as we are sometimes joined by Christian 

friends from other surrounding parishes and churches. Our Taiz® services last about 40-50 

minutes, you donõt have to be a singer, you can come along and just listen.  

If you havenõt been to our evening services then please do come along and see what they 

are like, you will be most welcome. Or if you would like to find out more then please stop 

me in church, introduce yourself and letõs have a chat. 

David  

 
 

 





Quiet Space  
 

True silence is a real gift in our noisy and busy worldêit gives us an opportunity to develop 

our relationship with God and with our neighbourê.it is a blessing in our lives which we so 

often put aside for another timeê 
 

In our Quiet Space sessions we meet in small groups to share a time of quiet and then       

reflect and discuss a theme which brings God into our everyday lives.  
 

If you are feeling ready to find out more about Quiet Spaces please contact Brenda Holden 

tel. 02380474826 or email bmholden84@gmail.com 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

Please note that we are taking a summer break and Quiet Space sessions will resume in     

September. 
 

In place of a reflection from õPray Now -  daily devotionsõ I am recommending a book that 

you might like to readê..õThe Power of Silence the riches that lie withinõ by Graham 

Turner. 
 

Silence is a rare experience in the 21st Centuryêit sometimes feels as if we do everything we 

can to avoid it!  What are we afraid of?  Some might feel that silence is a negative  

experienceêif that is you, then this book will open your ears and heart to reveal the power 

and value of silence. 
 

Just looking at some of the titles of the chapters may whet your appetite and you will find 

that the style of writing is easy to readê 
 

¶ Silence? No thanks 

¶ Playing with silence 

¶ No words, please 

¶ A chance to hear yourself 

¶ Silences which speak 
 

He also includes discussions with Buddhists, Quakers, prisoners, Holy men and women. 

Graham Turner is a Christian, but he is open to listening to others! 
 

Please contact me if you would like to borrow this book.  Unusually I can recommend that, 

before you start reading the book, you turn to the final chapter because it shows how the  

author came to appreciate and value silence.   

 

This book fits in well with what we do in our Quiet 

Space sessionsê.we can, over a period of time, see 

how our well-being can be helped by short periods 

of silence. 

Brenda Holden  

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In September our monthly 

community coffee morning will be in aid of 

 

Macmillan Cancer Support 
 

on Friday 13th September 

from 10am to 12 noon 

Come and join us and enjoy some  

delicious cake, coffee and social time. 

We hope you will be able to join us 

and raise funds for this fantastic charity. 



<Ç¾µ§wê wɂ <ÇÂ« 

OK ladies and gentlemen, fasten your seat belts The exits are at the front and back......coffee? 
 

Before you knew it we were in the West End Provence of Spain in a little Taverna!  
 

Well done to all who organised our Spanish Holiday from the brilliant decorations - the very 

talented catering staff - the quiz (which some of us won), the fascinating facts segment, the 

visual tour / excursions to many towns, Manuel on guitar with his singalong, to the light     

exercise segment near the inviting pool! 
 

Everyone dressed the part from the English tourists, the Senoritas, the Senors and a couple   

of dodgy characters that must have been from the Basque region! Thanks to everyone        

involved! 

             Steve Wiseman 

                               tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻǾŜǊƭŜŀŦ 





 

Children at St James  

 
Over the last few weeks our theme has been focusing on generosity and we have followed the 

readings from 2 Corinthians. We considered three areas hands, home and heart.  

We thought about what we use our hands for, our work, play? Whose hand do we hold? Are  

you musical or artistic? What are our hands full of, is there something you should not  be  

carrying? Anxiety, fear stress? Could you give it to Jesus? We thought about what we  have that 

we could share? Time, love, careê. 

Our homes. What do we love about them? The garden? The colour the walls are painted in our 

bedrooms? Our own space? Can we say thank you to God for his provision? Could we use our 

homes and time to bless others? 

Our Hearts. Is there something or situation that God is asking you to invest in? This could be  

financial but it could be time, skills or knowledge. 

We played a game of sharing our blessings, we blew up a balloon for each blessing the children 

called out and one child tried to hang on to all of the blessings, which was impossible, so we   

decided we needed to share our blessings with each other. 

We also thought about giving with a joyful heart, we filled matchboxes with tiny things that  

could grow and become bigger things that we could share, they included seeds to represent 

growth and care for our environment, a heart for love, a coin for mission, a shell which  

represents a home, a twig from a tree for shelter, a stone representing the world and the stone  

at the tomb, and a cross to represent the love of Jesus, who gave his life for us. 

At the beginning of July we were invited to take part in Harefield School fete, Lyn and I set up  

a prize every time tombola stall on a very windy school field, we had a very busy but lovely  

afternoon. We would like to thank everyone for the very generous donations for the stall, we  

had 170 prizes, amazing. THANK YOU.  

                Jan Barrett 

Childrenõs Activity 

Mornings  



ACTS of the APOSTLES    

Discussion group  
 

We will be starting the next 5 week session of Bible Study and discussion in September and 

we will be covering The Acts of the Apostles from chapter 8 to chapter 14. 
 

We are planning to meet again on Tuesday mornings at 10.00am until 11.30am and  

Thursday evenings from 7.00pm until 8.30pm. 
 

Tuesday 17th September & Thursday 19th September  ôSamaria and Gazaõ 

Tuesday 24th September & Thursday 26th September  ôSaulõs conversion and beyondõ 

Tuesday 1st October  &  Thursday 3rd October  ôPeterõs missionõ 

Tuesday 8th October  &  Thursday 10th October  ôAntioch and Jerusalemõ 

Tuesday 15th October  &  Thursday 17th October  ôPaul the Missionaryõ 
 

This is a continuation of the course that we started in May 2024, but if anyone would like to 

join the group in September I can give you a copy of the notes from the first course to  

cover what we have already done. 
 

There are a few spaces on both Tuesdays and Thursdaysê..you would be welcome to join 

us!  Please contact Brenda Holden tel. 02380474826  email beholden84@gmail.com for 

more information. 

Townhill School Visit 
 

We recently welcomed some children to church from the school for their last visit of this         

academic year. We had a lovely morning exploring who St James was, we heard how he was 

one of Jesusõ closest friend and how he travelled to Spain to spread the news of Jesus, we 

decorated scallop shells, the symbol of St James, then after a drink and a 

fruit snack we created some flora decorations to help us celebrate our   

Patronal festival. 

One of the boys is very interested in the organ and wanted to hear it     

being played; fortunately our organist arrived to prepare some music and 

he agreed to show the young boy how it worked and let him have a go   

at playing it. Thank you Chris you helped make a boy very happy, I am 

sure he will talk about it for a long time. 

We look forward to welcoming them 

back in September.  

 

 

                                  Jan Barrett 

mailto:beholden84@gmail.com
mailto:84@gmail.com


 
 

Hope Harvest Lunch 
 

Sunday 6th October at 12noon. 

Please join us for our harvest lunch in the 
church hall.  

We are offering a ploughmans to include cold 
meats, cheese, pickles etc followed by fruit 

crumble with cream or custard. 
 

Tickets are Ã9 for an adult, Ã3 per child  
and Ã24 for a family 2x2. 

  
Signup sheets will be available in church  
from the beginning of September. 

  

We look forward to seeing you there. 



Christmas Tree Festival  
 

Christmas Tree Festival ð it only seems like yesterday when we were meeting to talk about 

starting to plan for the Christmas Tree Festival (CTF) ð it seemed so far in the future but at 

time of writing it is only 147 days, just over 21 weeks. Itõs great to know that most of our ôtree 

spotsõ are booked, just a couple of spaces left.  

However the three day event cannot happen without the support of a team of happy  

volunteers.  We realise that life is busy, there is always so much to fit and juggle our time with 

so for those that are maybe considering volunteering but would like to know a little more, we 

will be having a Volunteer gathering in early November where there will be lots of information 

available about what helping at the CTF involves. Coming along to this, will not in any way 

mean that you are committed in any way to joining us as a volunteer (promise). Itõs lovely to 

welcome back volunteers who have supported us the past who hopefully will also come along 

to this party, but it would be great to see some new faces too.  More details will be available 

very soon so please keep an eye on Vickyõs weekly news or contact Helen Wiseman. 

Knitted Nativity sets - we sold these last year to raise funds for St Jamesõ and they sold out 

very quickly, we could have sold many more. The pattern takes very little wool and stuffing 

but sells really well online, with all proceeds going to St James Church.   

I have patterns available if you would like to knit for this Christmas and just so you can see 

what the finished little people look like, Judith has kindly knitted a shepherd for us and this is 

on display on the notice board at the back of church for you to look at. If you would like to 

while away an evening or two, please ask me for a pattern which I can print for you or email.   

Hereõs hoping êêêHelen Wiseman  

 

 

If you are planning on 

having a bit of a toy clear 

out before Christmas, 

please bear the Christmas 

Tree Festival in mind ð we 

are looking for good 

quality second hand toys 

for us to sell alongside 

the craft stall at the 

CTF.  More information 

to follow later in the 

year.   



From the Registers 
The Parish of St Jamesȗ West End 

Baptisms July 2024 

 

Brooke Mead - 14th July 

Presley-Dean Spranklin - 14th July 

Ivy-May Cousens - 14th July 

Sophie Cadellin Jude Furby - 21st July  

Francis Lea Dixon - 25th July 
  

 

 

 

We welcome you into the Lordõs family,    

We are members together of the same heavenly Father. 

 

Funerals July 2024 

Sally Redfearn - 10th July  

Mary Pickett  - 26th July 

 
I shall not forget you. Look,  

I have engraved you on the palm of my hands.  

      Isaiah 49:15-16  



 

The August Tree Trail  
 

 

This month we are exploring various stories. 

The story of the mustard seed  

Tiny as tiny can be?  

 

In the box we invite you to fill one of the small matchboxes with small items.                        

(seeds, buttons, coins, beads, stones, leavesê) How much can you fit in your matchbox?  

Things might start small but can grow ...  

such as ideas, a seed, a person or pet, a thought, a prayer. 

 

The story of the Good Samaritan 

What does it mean to be a ôneighbourõ?  

The parable of the Good Samaritan shows that we are to love and care for others.   

In the box we invite you to create a woven heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

The story of the Baptism of Jesus 

In the box we invite you to create an origami dove. 

 

The Story of the Prodigal Son.   

The Way Back 

Itõs a story about Jesus. And itõs a story about us.  

God loves us more than we will ever understand.  

The Bible says we canõt understand how high, deep and wide Gods love is for us.  

The Bible also says that nothing can separate us from Godõs love.  

In the box we invite you to decorate the image of a Father welcoming us home. 

 

Parable of the Great Banquet,  

The story starts with an invitation, but who will come?  

In the box we invite you to write your name on a puzzle piece  

to show that everyone is welcomed by God  

and part of the big picture that is Godõs kingdom. 

    



òGetting to know youéé.ó 

ôSaints on Earthõ, a biographical companion 

to Common Worship 
William and Catherine Booth, Founders of the Salvation Army,         

20 August 1912 and 1890  
 

Born in Nottingham in 1829 and educated privately, William Booth was an apprentice      

pawnbroker when he experienced a religious conversion at the age of 15.  He moved to     

London and in 1851 joined the Wesleyan Reform Union.  Three years later he transferred to 

the more radical Methodist New Connexion, which accepted him as a ministerial candidate 

and an itinerant evangelist and preacher. 

 

In 1855 Booth married Catherine Mumford, born in Ashbourne in Derbyshire, also in 1829, the 

daughter of a Wesleyan lay preacher.  She had been expelled from the Brixton Wesleyan 

Church for ôexcessive zealõ!  Despite being in constant pain, Catherine bore four children and 

later started and ran the womenõs work of the Salvation Army.  She ensured that from the first 

women had a place in the Armyõs leadership.  A gifted teacher in her own right, she became 

affectionately known as the ôMother of the Salvation Armyõ until her death from cancer in 

1890. 

 

After separating from the Methodist New Connexion in 1861, William Booth continued his 

ministry independently. In 1865 the Booths founded the Christian Mission at Whitechapel in 

East London to propagate the Christian faith and to furnish spiritual and material aid to those 

in need.  Much later, in 1878, the mission officially changed its name to the ôSalvation Armyõ. 

 

Members of the Army, equipped with uniforms and flags, drums and cornets were often 

greeted with riotous demonstrations when they first appeared on the streets. 

 

Having famously asked his son the question, ôWhy should the devil have all the best tunes?õ, 

William encouraged Salvationists to set their hymns and songs to the ôpopõ tunes of the day. 

 

The Armyõs work of evangelism and social  

action rapidly progressed and branches were      

established in all parts of the world.  In 1912 

William Booth died and his son, William     

Bramwell Booth, succeeded him as general. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



ôThe Ladiesõ Midnight Swimming 

Clubõ  by Faith Hogan  
 

A good read for the summer break! 

Here we have another book based in Ireland.  A small village, Ballycove, on the west 

coast of Ireland is the setting for this refreshingly light novel. 

 

Three women with different life experiences come together and become united in the 

chance to start again in their lives. 

 

It is an uplifting story amidst the complexities of the lives of  

Elizabeth, Jo and  Lucy. They and their children discover the value 

of friendship and community. 

 

Niall, Lucyõs son, grudgingly discovers the improvement in the 

quality of his life beyond the distractions of social media and the 

experiences of city life.  A message there for many youngsters in 

the summer school holiday! 

 

 

We are always on the lookout for book reviews, please send in your reviews to        

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to share the likes, dislikes and               

recommendations of books, fiction or   non-fiction.  

For young readers why not take part in the Summer Reading Challenge                  

find details at your local library. 



Life At St James  
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

125 years ago (1899) ð On two occasions at least in August and September, ôthe weather left 

nothing to be desiredõ. The first occasion was an excursion to Carisbrooke Castle by 27 girls and 

young women. ôSpecial interest was given to the expedition through the" historical tales" kindly 

given by Mrs Tillis. Several members have sent in essays on the subject to be corrected by herõ! 

The Church Ladsõ Brigade on the other hand were preparing for their annual camp at 

Browndown. They were to ôparade in Botley Road, near Workhouse, at 10.15am, and march to 

Botley Station, where they will take train for Fort Brockhurstõ. Of note was that ôany lad wishing to 

bathe at camp must bring the printed form with parents' permission to the Captainõ. One guesses 

that was sea bathing in nearby Stokes Bay. 

100 years ago (1924) ð Have you ever thought about who owned the land in your local area? 

The Choir and Servers also were enjoying a trip away from the parish. They went for their  

excursion by ômotoring through Reading and Henley to Oxford. Part of the time there was spent, 

as it should have been, at Queen's College. They are the owners of a good deal of land in our 

Parish, and the Bursar had very kindly made arrangements for us to be shown round.  

We also have to remember that pre NHS (1948) hospitals were mainly funded by private  

donations. There was to be a Flag Day held in September, ôfor the Southampton Hospital, and I 

much hope that it will be generously supported. The Hospital has received a good many patients  

during the last twelve months from Westend, and I have come nearly to the end of all the 

"Letters" I receive in consequence of our sending the offertories at Harvest Festival. Like the 

Church, the Hospitals have to depend on the small offerings of the poorer members of the  

Community and not only on the contributions of those able to give larger sumsõ.  

75 years ago (1949) - You will have already read that plans are underway for our Christmas Tree 

Festival this year, and in 1949 they too were well into the planning stages for the ôGrand Xmas 

Bazaar to be held in Novemberõ. People were assured that ôyou will be able to buy a wide variety 

of gifts for your friends at the Bazaarõ and to not ôforget to purchase your Bazaar Vouchers -  

prices 3d, 6d and 1/- a week. A complete book of Vouchers value One Guinea may be obtained 

for a Ã1õ. Other items were also wanted, including, õbeads, wool, empty syrup tins, childrenõs 

books, thin cardboard, used greeting cards, black-out material, pieces of dress material, Rexine 

and bulb bowlsõ. For those of you wondering - Rexine was/is an artificial leather fabric produced 

by Rexine Ltd of Hyde, near Manchester.  There was also a prize of 5/- offered for ôthe best poster 

design adverting the Bazaarõ. 

50 years ago (1974) - One of the banners that still hangs in the Lady Chapel is a 

reminder that St Jamesõ Church once had an active Mothersõ Union branch.  In the 

August magazine there was a tribute to Gladys Newell, who had recently died and 

who had been a serving member of the Union for over 45 years, having been  

admitted on the 14th November 1929. The branch were having a summer break 

but were looking forward to an outing to Abbots Ann in September. 

10 years ago (2014) - The upcoming Harvest Festival was to have a Welly Theme, 

based on the ôGive Poverty The Bootõ Farm Africa initiative. A change to engage in 

a bit of Welly Boot decorating and Wang a Welly! 



Something to 

make you giggle!  
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