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Are you living with domestic abuse?  Feeling fearful, scared, hurt, trapped?                                                    

Affecting persons of any ethnicity, gender or gender identity, sexuality or social status.                   

Hampshire 0330 016 5112                                                

A Fabulous day had by all the West End Summer Fete.   

If you visited St Jamesõ BBQ stall youõll know what a   

Fantastic job everyone did -  A massive thank you to all 

on 'Team Burger' who helped during the day from 

set  up - to break down at the end of the afternoon        

(in more ways than one)  

It was a fantastic result!  

{Ŏƻǧ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ȄȅƭƻǇƘƻƴŜ  
tǊŜǇ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 

hǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǘŜŀƳ 



Vicky writes éé 
 
In the summer of 1999, thanks to my work with the Missions to 

Seafarers, I spent a month on a banana boat, called appropriately 

enough Merchant Vessel Joy.  It really was a pleasure! There was a 

crew of 14 Filipinos and 5 Caucasians and I was the only  

passenger.  We left Southampton, and after a brief stop off in 

France, we visited the ports of 7 Caribbean Islands.  We would    

arrive early in the morning and then while the bananas and  

containers were being loaded and unloaded, I would have the day to go ashore and visit 

the island, sometimes on my own, sometimes with a crew member.  

 

One great memory of the trip is the day I spent in Barbados.  We arrived on a Sunday in 

Bridgetown, and I set off in search of a church to attend.  Everything was closed in the 

town, but eventually I came across St Michaelõs Cathedral, a large church of white stone 

with a corrugated iron roof. The service had already started and was packed with people, 

but I edged my way in and enjoyed lively and uplifting worship.  

 

Afterwards I chatted to a group of women outside the church and explained I had the day 

to spend in Barbados but wasnõt sure what to do or where to go, and one of the women 

said let me look after you for the day and show you our island. She had never met me     

before, but she took me for lunch in a restaurant and paid as I couldnõt change money, she 

drove me around the island and showed me all the sights, and then she took me back to 

her house for afternoon tea and picked me some mangoes from the tree in her garden.  

Finally, she drove me back to the port so I could join the ship just before we were due to 

sail.  

 

I was completely overwhelmed by her generosity, by her welcome and hospitality. We 

talked about many things: her faith, what God was doing in her life, that I was about to go 

to theological college when I got back to the UK and what it was like to live in the           

Caribbean. I have never forgotten that day or the amazing woman I met. Her name was 

Maureen Angelou.  

 

This month we are having a focus on ôGenerous Julyõ and whenever I think of generosity 

Maureen comes to mind.  She reminds me of Lydia from the Acts of the Apostles chapter 

16 who straight away offers hospitality to Paul and his companions.  

 

For Christians, generous giving is a response to God in joy and gratitude for all God has 

done, for the gift of our lives and our salvation. This month we are asking you to think 

about your giving to the church.  We will be distributing a stewardship leaflet and response 

form, and I commend them to you for your prayerful consideration. And a big thank you to 

everyone who gives so much to our church life in different ways.  As St Paul says òYou will 

be enriched in every way for your generosityó 2 Cor. 9:11. 

 

With my love and prayers, 

 

±ƛŎƪȅ 
 



/ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ 
 

Wednesday 3rd 11am Eucharist with hymns 
 

Sunday 7th - Trinity 6 

9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist with children's activity 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Communion 

6.30pm Evensong (Livestreamed) 

 

Wednesday 10th 11am Eucharist with hymns 
 

Sunday 14th  - Trinity 7 
 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

2pm Holy Baptisms 

6.30pm Taiz® 

 

Wednesday 17th    11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 21st - St James the Apostle 
 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

2.30pm Holy Baptism 

4.30pm Patronal Festival Choral Evensong followed by afternoon tea 

 

Wednesday 24th -11am Eucharist with hymns 
 

Sunday 28th - Trinity 9 
 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (livestreamed) 

11am Church Alive Communion All Age Informal Service 

 

Wednesday 31st ð11am Eucharist with hymns 

 



5ƛŀǊȅ 5ŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ bƻǝŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ Wǳƭȅ 

Funeral of longstanding church member Sally Redfearn is Wednesday 10th 
July at 1pm.  
   

We welcome Lucy Hoyes, who is joining us for 8 Sundays over July to  
September on a short placement.  Lucy begins training for ordination in  
September.  
 

Stewardship Leafletñplease pick up a stewardship leaflet with information 
about our church finances and a response form. We are asking everyone to pray 
about and review their giving to the church.  
 

Community Coffee Morning - Fri 12th July 10am to 12 noon in the church 
hall. All welcome.  
 

Patronal Festival - on Sunday 21st July we will be celebrating the Feast Day of 
St James who our church is dedicated to. We are welcoming Revõd Canon Gary   
Philbrick, the Assistant Archdeacon, to our morning services to preach. In the     
afternoon we are having a special Choral Evensong at 4.30pm with beautiful   
music from our choir followed by afternoon tea. All welcome.  Please do come 
and join us for this special celebration.  
 

Childrenõs School Holiday Activity MorningñCelebrating St James -  
Thursday 25th July from 10am to 11.30am in the church hall. Story, Crafts,  
Activities, Snack and lots of fun! Contact Jan to book 07519 759269 or  
stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com.  
  

Looking Ahead - HEWEB Children's Holiday Bible Club - Big top heroes of the 
Bible. From 5th to 9th August, 9.45am to 12 noon at Hedge End Methodist 
Church. Ã6 for the week. Book your childõs place at  
hewebholidaybibleclubbookings@gmail.com  

Sally Redfearn 
 

Long standing church member Sally Redfearn recently died peacefully after a long  

illness. Her funeral will be at St James on Wednesday 10th July at 1pm. Rest eternal 

grant unto her, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her.  
  

Sally lived in Highfield as a child and settled in West End for   

retirement, having travelled the world through her career at 

sea on various ships. Her favourite years were working for  

Cunard including as the Captain's PA on the QE2. For pleasure 

Sally enjoyed walking, especially by the sea, attending classical     

concerts and visiting places of interest, exploring gardens as 

well as browsing antique centres. Sally loved to share time 

and catch up on news over a coffee, or cup of tea from a pot 

[not in a mug] or a 'sundowner' glass of wine on a summer's           

evening.  Friendships were very important to her; she was a    

loyal, supportive friend to many who she had met when  

working at sea, as well as neighbours and local acquaintances 

and those who she knew through the church family.   



Two notes from the Church Wardens  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering our gifts ð Bishopõs Commission for Mission (BCM) 
 

Some of you are aware that in the spring/summer of 2018 I was recommended by the then 

Vicar, Thomas Wharton and supported by the PCC, to undertake training as a Bishopõs     

Commission for Mission (BCM) Worship Leader and I was officially commissioned by the   

Bishop of Winchester in the Cathedral on 13
th
 October 2018 for a period of 5 years. This 

has recently been extended by the new Bishop in January for a further period of 6 years. 
 

The ôBCMõ is a lay training programme that has been developed in the Winchester Diocese 

to support the work of parishes by equipping lay people for service, and has focused on          

enabling church members to live missionally in every part of their lives. There are various    

different streams to train in; Worship Leader, Pastoral, Growing Faith, Youth children and 

family and Community.  
 

At the moment we are thinking about how we use the resources God has given us,  

including our gifts and talents ð maybe God is calling you to be a BCM?  So, what does my 

BCM Worship leader role involve? Well there are certain acts of worship that I can assist 

with, I am more likely to be found either leading Evensong or preparing and leading our 

popular Taiz® services once a month, but I also occasionally read the Gospel at our 9.30am 

service, sometimes assist with the chalice, read and lead intercessions at that service or 

Evensong.   
 

This month we are having a special Evensong to celebrate our Patronal Festival followed by 

afternoon tea. I encourage you to come along to this special service and celebration and Iõll 

be writing a bit more about Evening services in the next magazine.  
 

David 
 

Now letõs hear from Jan:  
 

Hello from the Churchwardens! David and I recently attended a service at Romsey Abbey 

on Thursday 13
th
 June to be admitted to office at the Archdeacons Visitation Services for 

the Admission of Churchwardens. We thought that you might like to read some of the 

background to the role. 
 

Churchwardens are elected by the Annual Meeting of Parishioners (that is, all of those who 

are on the Church or Civil Electoral Rolls of a Parish) each year, and are therefore  

representatives of the people of the Parish. They have been thus elected since at least the 

mid-14th century, and the Office of Churchwarden is the oldest democratically-elected post 

in this country.            Continued on next page 



 As well as representing the laity, Churchwardens are also charged with co-operating with the 

Incumbent of the Parish, and in that role, they act as consultants and advisers to the              

Incumbent, and, at their best, they can support the Incumbent by listening, challenging,         

assisting and praying for and with their Incumbent. 
  

Churchwardens also have a wider responsibility as Bishopõs officers. In this regard they have 

the responsibility to work with the wider Church, especially if concerns arise regarding the life   

of a Parish or the health and wellbeing of an Incumbent and the parish; and the wider  

Diocese is there to support them through the Archdeacons, Bishops and via the Diocesan 

Registry. 
  

Whilst a Churchwarden is annually chosen by the Annual Meeting of Parishioners, a person 

so chosen does not become a Churchwarden until admitted to office that year. Admissions 

take place at a time and place appointed by the Bishop and it is usually the Archdeacon who 

admits Churchwardens. 
 

It was a lovely service with a large number of churchwardens being admitted to office. The 

Archdeacons charge was based on a story about keeping the waters flowing and making sure 

that nothing gets in the way to stop the flow.  
 

We will do our best to support Vicky and the Parish.  
 

David and Jan 

Welcome to Lucy Hoyes  
 

Ordinand Lucy is joining us for a short placement for 8 Sundays from 14
th
 July to the  

29
th
 September. Please do give her a warm welcome! 

Hello, I'm Lucy. I live near Bitterne Park with my husband and two sons (aged 10 and 8). I 

have a background in teaching and education and currently work at the University of    

Southampton where I teach on the PGCE teacher training programme. I attend Ascension 

Church in Bitterne Park and have been part of that church community for the past six 

years. Some of my favourite things are being by the sea, baking cakes and spending time 

with family and friends. I am currently reading a set of children's books called ôThe 

Wingfeather Sagaõ because my 10 year old (who is a bookworm) insisted that they were 

really good - I agree they are!  
 

I will be training for ordained ministry from September, 

this is something I have been exploring for the past 18 

months but in reality the call to ministry was a seed that 

was planted long before that. I have grown up in a  

Christian family and my faith has always been a central and 

important aspect of my life and I feel that God is now  

calling me on to do new and exciting things.  I am really 

looking forward to spending time at St. James' on  

placement before my training begins.  

          



 

Quiet Space  
 

True silence is a real gift in our noisy and busy worldêit gives us an opportunity to develop 

our relationship with God and with our neighbourê.it is a blessing in our lives which we so 

often put aside for another timeê 

 

In our Quiet Space sessions we meet in small groups to share a time of quiet and then  

reflect and discuss a theme which brings God into our everyday lives. 

  

If you are feeling ready to find out more about Quiet Spaces please contact Brenda Holden 

tel. 02380474826 or email bmholden84@gmail.com  Everyone is welcome! 

 

Please note that we will be taking a summer break and Quiet 

Space sessions will resume in September. 

 

Quiet Space sessions are currently using reflections from ôPray 

Now - daily devotionsõ as a stimulation for our thoughts and 

prayers. It was suggested that others may find the topics  

helpful and so I will be offering the reflections for inclusion in 

the monthly magazine in the months after they have been used by the group. 

 

ôHistoryõ- used in our June Quiet Space 

 

Storytelling God, you have been present in story from the beginning of time before the    

birthing of creation to our latest current millisecond.  You, God, are part of our story. 

 

Fashioning and forming, creating the earth - its shape and potential. 

Weaving and shaping the experiences of people and places. 

Settling or pioneering, journeying the voyage of discovery and adventure. 

Weeping and despairing, through war, conflict and death. 

Touching and tending the wounds of those who hurt or feel pain. 

Remembering and recalling the stories of our ancestors, the past helping to shape the  

futureê. 

 

You, God, have been part of our storyê.the worldõs story. 

FIRE!  FIRE!  FIRE! 
Some of you may have noticed a new Fire Assembly Point sign 

at the far end of the St James' car park adjoining Hatherell 

Close. 
 

Please familiarise yourselves with this location in the event of 

an emergency. 
 

Further information is available on the church and hall  

notice boards - Thank you! 

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


 

Making Space For Nature 
A recent article in our neighbouring parish Gazette spoke of how we can ôembrace natureõs  

canvas by managing grass for biodiversity and community enjoymentõ. Some of the benefits of 

allowing areas of open space to grow into mini meadows include: biodiversity preservation,  

supporting pollinators, enhancing the visual appeal and environmental sustainability. Basically, 

you allow the grass to grow without mowing. 

We too have started to adopt this strategy in our own churchyard, whilst preserving the sanctity 

of the space. You will notice that around the edges there is now a border in which nature can 

grow unhindered. We have also created circular unmown areas around many of the trees. The  

area in front of the church, much of which is shaded woodland, has been allowed to develop its 

own ground cover. 

One area that we are still working on is the intentional  

wildflower meadow in front of the cross on the south side. We 

will be re-establishing this over the next year to include more 

varieties of wildflowers. 

All of this doesnõt mean we have abandoned the mowing 

schedule as it is just as important to do this as part of the land 

management. 

Eco Church - Green News & Tips  

As an Eco-Church we are keen to involve ourselves in initiatives that help not only 

preserve and transform our environment, but also change our lifestyles, as we look 

for different ways to ensure that we are being good stewards of creation and  

living a green and sustainable life. Each month we will not only be bringing you 

news of what we have been doing as a church and individuals, but also offering 

practical tips so everyone can benefit from a greener planet. 

 

A Rocha UK Easy Eco Tips - JULY 

 

Taste the benefits of seasonal and local food. Plan to incorporate locally grown produce into 

your diet and shopping list throughout the seasons, as it is harvested at its peak ripeness,  

ensuring superior flavour compared to imported alternatives that have travelled thousands of 

miles. If saying grace before a meal is a regular practice in your household, this month, include 

giving thanks for your local food producers. New Forest strawberries have been particularly 

tasty this year. 
 

For more practical ways to enjoy, nurture and defend nature, sign up to A Rocha UKõs 

Wild Christian email at: arocha.org.uk/wild-christian  



The July Tree Trail 
 

This month we are celebrating  

our Patron Saint St James 

 

Come and explore the stories of James, 

how he began working as a fisherman 

and how everything then changed. 

 

You can learn how pilgrims  

now follow a route through Spain  

to visit his shrine. 

 

Find out what the symbol is for St James 

and read the words of a beautiful hymn. 

 

We hope you enjoy the trail  

and the activities in the boxes. 



 

Offering Spiritual Care in Later Life 

Carol Kidd is Anna Chaplain for Harefield & West End 

carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com   07842244876 

Carol offers a listening ear to, and shares time with, older persons especially the isolated  

and the lonely, and if needed their families and carers in order to also support them by  

signposting to other help that may be available. 

Initial contact can be made by phone or email and this can be followed by further phone 

contact or if preferred may include a home visit in your own home, in a Care Home or  

arrangement can be made to meet at St Jamesõ Church. 

Anna Chaplains are trained in offering spiritual support to 

older people by the Anna Chaplaincy team at BRF - a UK - registered Christian charity. 

Carol works as our Anna Chaplain in a voluntary capacity and has experience of working in 

the NHS, in pastoral care and in church ministry as one of     

St Jamesõ Licensed Lay Ministers. 

Harefield & West End Anna Chaplaincy 

is affiliated to Anna Chaplaincy for Older People 

and is part of the Bible Reading Fellowship [BRF] 

a Registered Charity [233280] 

For further information: https://annachaplaincy.org.uk 
IŀǊŜŬŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƴŘ 

Christmas Tree Festival - enjoying the fruits 

of the season éé.. 
 

With thoughts turning to the craft stall being planned for the weekend of the Christmas Tree 

Festival (6-8 Dec 24), Lyn Spratt and a group of ôcraftyõ individuals are starting to develop 

some ideas for items to be made and sold (please see Lyn if you are interested in finding out 

more about this).  We also thought it would be lovely to offer home-made jams and chutneys 

for sale. The fruit season is looking to be a bumper one so if you have excess when you are 

making, please bear us in mind, a couple of jars for our stall would be really appreciated, 

thank you, the CTF Team.  

 

 



Children at St James  
Over the last few weeks the children is Pathfinders have been following the same readings 

as the 9.30 service, one week we explored Mark 3.20-35 õThen Jesusõ mother and brothers 

arrived and sent a message for him to come. The crowd sitting with Jesus said, ôYour 

mother, brothers and sisters are waiting outside for you.õ Jesus asked, ôWho are my mother 

and brothers?õ He looked around at each person there and said, ôHere they are. Each one 

of you who lives according to the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.õ 

 

 We thought about these questions, what do you value about being part of a family? How 

does Jesus help you to think differently about who you include? What do you think doing 

the ôwill of Godõ means in everyday life?  

 

We made our families out of playdoh and clay and they included our pets and friends, we 

even had a flump family. 

In the Church Alive all age activity the theme has been based on Samuel and the activities 

have included Samuel and Eliõs story, we thought about what are the ways we notice Eli is  

helping Samuel to be open to God? Who do you need to be open to and listen to?  

 

 We made listening jars; the jar represented the children, we talked about the different 

ways we can hear from God ð not just a voice, but perhaps a feeling, thought, dream or 

emotion. 

 

On strips of paper we asked the children to think and write or draw about how they listen 

to God and what their dreams are for the future and then they put the paper strips in the 

jar to take home. 

 

We also welcomed the Squirrel group to the allotment, they were working towards their 

Go for Growth badge, we planted plants together and watered them, and we talked about 

how we were growing flowers to decorate the church. We also made some flower cards to 

take home, the children gave us a windmill for the allotment and a wooden plaque with 

their emblem on to hang on one of the trees, and they also gave us a copy of the badge. 



 

 

We also welcomed a group of eco warriors from St James School to the allotment, they are 

a group of children exploring ways of promoting the care of the environment, they planted 

some gladioli bulbs and looked at the natural fertiliser being prepared and discussed the 

use of compost made in the bins. 

Also in June we welcomed a group of children from Townhill Junior School into church, the 

theme was transitioning, we thought about change and how difficult it can seem. We heard 

the story of the Ascension of Jesus and the coming of the Holy Spirit to help the disciples 

carry on doing the work of Jesus. We used parts of the Experience Church Resource and 

started at the back font where we thought about feeling welcomed or unwelcomed and the 

start of our journey of faith through church and linked this with our journey through life, 

and what we learn at school to prepare us for the future. Next we thought about what we 

learn in church, the stories about Jesus, how to care for each other, to share what we have 

and to care for our planet, we made origami birds as a symbol of caring for the world.  

We looked at the stories told in our windows from Jesus as a boy in the Temple and then 

as a grown man teaching and healing. The children decorated jars with a symbol to  

represent themselves now or what they would like to be in the future. To finish we thought 

about leaving the building to go out into the world to share what we have learnt to make 

our world and the lives of others better just as they will change classes and schools, learn 

new skills, meet new people and grow into adults that will care for others and our world, 

supported by those around them just like the disciples were supported. The children then 

had boxes to decorate and fill with words of positivity to take home.  

We feel very privileged to have the opportunity to reach out to so many young people. 

Childrenõs Activity 

Mornings  



 

July Activity Morning 

Come and join us on 
Thursday 25th July  

10am to 11.30am 

to celebrate  

St James  

our patron saint 
with fun facts, craft,  

food and games. 

Please contact Jan  
to book your place on  

stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com 



From the Registers 
The Parish of St Jamesȗ West End 

Funerals June 2024 

28th June - Joan Pope 
 

 

I shall not forget you. Look,  

I have engraved you on the palm of my hands.  

      Isaiah 49:15-16 

 

Baptisms June 2024 

9th June - Arthur Key 

9th June -  Arthur Ayres 
 

We welcome you into the Lordõs family,     

We are members together of the same heavenly Father. 

 

Weddings December 2023 and January 2024  
 

1st June -  Stuart Sheppard & Demi-Leigh Fricker 

22nd JuneñRyan Charlton & Danielle-Lee Anderson-Webb 
 

God is love, and those who live in love,  

live in God and God lives in them. 

     1 John 4:16 

 



òGetting to know youéé.ó 

ôSaints on Earthõ, a biographical companion to    

Common Worship 
 

Bridget of Sweden,  Abbess of  Vadstena, 1373  - 23rd July 
 

Born in 1303, Bridget was the daughter of a governor of Sweden and she married Ulf     

Gudmarrson in her early teens. Bridget became the principal lady-in-waiting to Queen 

Blanche of Namur. Around this time Bridget began to receive visions and revelations,    

particularly of Christ on the cross. These visions, and her response to them, led to her     

being ridiculed by the other members of the royal court. 

 

Together with her husband, Bridget made pilgrimages to holy sites in Norway and Spain, 

and after the death of Ulf in 1343 she lived the life of a penitent for three years. During this 

time she received visions and detailed instructions on the formation of a new religious    

order. 

 

In 1346 Bridget founded a monastery at Vadstena for 60 nuns and 25 monks. The rule of 

life that they accepted was harsh in terms of luxuries, but generous in terms of  

education. All excess income was given away but the monks and nuns could have as many 

books as they needed. Her houses became popular throughout Europe, at one time     

numbering 70. 

 

In 1349 Bridget sought papal approval for her order and travelled to Rome. She never     

returned to Sweden, spending the rest of her life either on pilgrimages or ministering to 

the sick and needy wherever she found them. 

 

She was a continual challenge to the Church, pointing out and highlighting areas of       

spiritual decay, and campaigning for reform. She was remembered more for her acts of 

kindness and healing than for her visions and her writings are excellent examples of  

medieval spirituality. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

ôForever Homeõ  by Graham Norton  
 

Another good read from Graham Norton covering secrets, 

homes and relationships. 

 

What I really appreciate with Nortonõs novels is that, apart from being written with a 

backdrop of Ireland, each has its own distinctive character.  Unfortunately, some       

celebrity writers find a particular formula for their style which is successful and they 

simply repeat it time and time again. 

 

Graham Norton is an excellent storyteller and his characters are so alive that we can 

imagine them as people we may encounter in our own lives.  He is obviously an       

observant ôpeople-watcherõ and he can write with fluency about their lives, their     

characteristics and their relationships. 

 

ôForever Homeõ is basically about a family home and the secrets within it.  Perhaps 

those who are purchasing and moving into new homes may be advised to look in    

every nook and cranny to avoid unfortunate discoveries at a later time! 

 

There is an interesting link to a book 

that I will be reviewing next month 

called, ôThe Power of Silenceõ - one 

of the characters in Nortonõs story   

reflects on the unending noise in his 

life and he wonders where silence has 

gone in our world today? 

 

As a TV personality Graham Norton is 

a bit like marmiteê.you either         

appreciate his style on the box or you    

prefer not to watch his shows.  Forget 

any prejudice you may have and just 

sit with a cuppa and enjoy this book! 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Holden 

 

 

We are always on the lookout for book reviews, please send in your reviews to        

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to share the likes, dislikes and               

recommendations of books, fiction or   non-fiction.  



Life At St James  
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

125 years ago (1899) ð John Jenkyns, the Diocesan Inspector or schools gave his annual report 

on the ôexamination of the schools in religious knowledgeõ. The Mixed School maintained its high 

level of knowledge, particularly in Division I, where the Prayer Book and Catechism had been 

ôreverently, thoroughly and accurately taught.õ Division III however ôwere perhaps not quite up to 

the high level of the rest of the School, but considerable allowance must be made for a very hot 

day and a closely-packed classõ. The Infant School made up for this by answering õclearly, brightly 

and with great precision. All are trained to answer, not merely one or two precocious childrenõ!  
  

There was also news about the good progress being made with the New Vicarage. However, the 

costs were still not covered, being roughly Ã344 short, a fair amount for the time, and they were 

seeking further subscribers. ôThe contract of Messrs. Witt for the house itself, without Parish 

Room or stables, is for Ã 2,630, and there will be further considerable expenses for roads, fencing, 

and laying out the ground. Towards this (including grants of Ã100 from the Winchester Diocesan 

Society and Ã40 from Queen's College, Oxford) donations have been promised amounting toā 

Ã786, which with Ã1,500 from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners makes a total of Ã2,286. The  

Committee will be very glad to receive promises of subscriptions towards the deficiencyõ.  
 

 100 years ago (1924) ð Itõs always a shame when we find that there is one edition missing in our 

archives but it is thus for July 1924. 
 

75 years ago (1949) - There was much talk of many outings being organised to Canterbury, 

Stonehenge, Littlehampton and Ilfracombe by various church groups and the Vicar, and there 

was also mention of ôThe Sick Greyhoundõ. No, not a local unusually named hostelry, but an  

organisation that the Junior Church were becoming involved with. There had been much concern 

about ôthe large number of greyhound owners in this country who neglect or even ill-treat their 

hounds if, for any reason, they fail to be consistent winners. A Watford school master, Mr. Frank 

Sanderson, rescues these lovely creatures, nurses them back to health and then give them away 

to private homes, on condition that they are not raced againõ. The Junior church was the first  

organisation in the country to be actively associated with him in support of this humanitarian 

task. 
 

50 years ago (1974) - The vicar, Howard Green, was also thinking about holidays, and had spent 

one of the previous Sundays worshipping at Holy Trinity, Stirling in the Scottish Episcopal Church 

[the equivalent of the Church of England in Scotland]. Generally he found nothing ôdifferent from 

what we know hereõ. However, history still had an influence on the present. The episcopal church 

ôwas unwise enough to support the Stuarts in the two risings of 1715 and 1745. After much  

prayer and working together, in sharing buildings and social work in many spheres, a ôscheme of 

reunion was proposed by a joint commission. ôHowever, some of the local Scottish congregations 

had not forgotten Jennie Geddes and her stool, and although the report did not cause so much 

as a flutter in England, the mere mention of bishops north of the border almost set the heather 

afire in Scotland.õ 
 

Janet "Jenny" Geddes (c. 1600 ð c. 1660) was a Scottish market-trader in Edinburgh who is alleged to have thrown a 

stool at the head of the minister in St Giles' Cathedral in objection to the first public use of the Church of Scotland's 

revised version of the Book of Common Prayer, the 1637 Scottish Prayer Book. The act is reputed to have sparked the 

riot that led to the Wars of the Three Kingdoms, which included the English Civil War.  



Knitted Nativity sets  
 

Its knitting time again (hopefully) ð and we are seeking knitters of all ages to help knit as 

many Nativity sets (below) as possible. We sold these last year to raise funds for St Jamesõ 

and they sold out very quickly, we could have sold many more. The pattern takes very little 

wool and stuffing but sells really well online, with all proceeds going to St James Church.   

I have patterns available if you would like to knit for this Christmas and just so you can see 

what the finished little people look like, Judith has kindly knitted a shepherd for us and this 

is on display on the notice board at the back of church for you to look at. If you would like 

to while away an evening or two, please ask me for a pattern which I can print for you or 

email.  Hereõs hoping êêêHelen Wiseman  
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