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The flowers appear on the earth; 

   the time of singing has come, 

and the voice of the turtle-dove 

   is heard in our land.  

        

       Song of Solomon 2:12 



Vicky writes …… 

 
After the busyness of the recent church festivals, I was 

expecting June to be a quiet month. But while we are 

now in ‘ordinary time’ in the church calendar, there is 

plenty to think and pray about with the General Election 

announced for 4
th

 July. 

 

Voting is one of the ways we play our part in society and 

help shape the future of our country. Even if we feel  

disillusioned with politics, our faith calls us to engage, to 

take time to consider the policies of the different parties, 

and to vote for who we believe will work to make our country a better place for all.  If you 

are not registered to vote you have until 18
th

 June to do so, and here is the link 

www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.   

 

The Church of England has produced a small booklet of prayers and reflections for the 21 

days leading up to the election called ‘Pray Your Part’. It’s an invitation from our Bishops to 

pray for, and an encouragement to participate in, the election.  Each day explores a          

different theme, with a short Bible reading, reflection and prayer.  You can access it online, 

and we will have 20 copies available at the back of church for £1 each if you’d like a paper 

copy.  Day one begins on 14
th

 June.  

 

God of all wisdom, guide the leaders of the nations that they may work for the common good 

and strengthen our hearts with the vision of your kingdom.  Amen 

 

As we pray for those who offer themselves for public office this June, we are also invited to 

think about our own lives as part of ‘Generous June/July’.  We each have resources at our 

disposal, money, talents and time, and how we choose to use them shows what’s important 

to us.  From 16
th

 June we will be having a preaching series thinking about generosity and in 

July we will be sharing a leaflet asking you to consider the resources you have and what 

you are able to offer in God’s service.  This will, I hope, help you learn more about our 

church life and the ways you can be involved as well as understanding a bit more about our 

church finances.  I know so many of you give generously to our church life.  Thank you.  

 

“Blessed are you, O Lord…For all things come from you, and of your own do we give you”.  1 

Chronicles 29:10,14  

 

Happy Generous June to you all! 

 

Love and prayers, 

 

Vicky 

 

 

http://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote


Church Services in June 

Sunday 2nd - Trinity 1 

9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist with children’s activity 

11am Church Alive Communion All Age Informal Service 

6.30pm Evensong (livestreamed) 

 

Wednesday 5th 11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 9th - Trinity 2 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with children’s groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

2pm Baptisms 

6.30pm Taizé 
 

Wednesday 12th    11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 16th - Trinity 3 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with children’s groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Wednesday 19th -11am Eucharist with hymns 
 

Sunday 23rd - Trinity 4 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (livestreamed) with children’s groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

 

Wednesday 26th -11am Eucharist with hymns 
 

Sunday 30th - Trinity 5 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with children’s groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

 

Weekly: 

Open Church  9am to 3pm Tuesday to Friday 

Morning Prayer  9am Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

Choir Practice  7.30pm to 8.30pm Tuesdays 

Stay and Play 9.15am to 10.45am Wednesdays Term time 

Church website:  www.stjameswestend.org.uk 

http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk


Diary Dates and Notices for June 
 

Hatch Grange Beacon Lighting- Thurs 6th June To mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day 

landings.                                      

West End Summer Fete—Sat 8th June  West End Parish Council are having a Summer Fete 

on Hatch Grange from 1pm—5pm.  There will be plenty of entertainment and stalls.  St 

James’ Church will be running the BBQ, do come and join us.  This is a great way to support 

our community whilst also raising funds for the church.  If you’d like to help contact the vicar.                        

Great Big Green Week 8th to 16th June which celebrates community action to tackle  

climate change and protect nature.              

Thurs 13th June—our new church wardens, David and Jan are ‘sworn in’ to office in a special 

service in Romsey Abbey by the Archdeacon.  Please pray for them as they take up this             

important leadership role in our church life.                              

Community Coffee Morning— Fri 14th June 10am to 12 noon in the church hall.  All     

welcome.                                                  

Sat 15th June—5.30pm Eucharist to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the ordination of   

women at Winchester Cathedral.                                                                                               

‘Holiday from Home’ - Thurs 20th June Members of the Pastoral and Warm Cheer teams 

are organising a Spanish themed 'Holiday at Home' from 10am - 3.15pm in the church hall.    

Various activities are planned including a quiz, an illustrated talk, a Spanish dance         

demonstration, music performance, card game and a creative corner.  Friendship, Fun and 

Food! Booking is essential.  There will be Tapas style lunch with other refreshments during the 

day.  A suggested donation of £3 - £5 per person towards costs. 



A note from the Church Wardens 
Introducing our new Church wardens – David and Jan 

Hello, I’m David Forster and thank you for electing me as churchwarden at 

the recent Annual meeting along with Jan Barratt, and we are ably assisted 
by Noel Becket, the Assistant churchwarden. Jan and I will be officially 

sworn in as wardens by the Archdeacon in Romsey Abbey on 13
th

 June. 
As some of you might not know who I am, I thought I would enlighten you 

with a bit of my background.  
 

I have been coming to St.James’ since 1973 when I joined the choir as an 

11 year old and have been in the choir ever since! I have lived in the parish since I was five, 
firstly as a ‘Harefield lad’ and then moved to West End village just over 24 years ago. I am 

single and a primary carer for my 90 year old mother who lives with me, ably supported by 
my younger sister.  
 

The role of churchwarden is not new to me as I served in the role from 1994-2003 and           
following in the footsteps of my late father Vic Forster who was churchwarden from 1980   

until 1986 when he sadly passed away. I expect the role has evolved since then so there will 
be new things to learn along the way. I served as PCC Treasurer from 2003 until 2023 but    

retired from the role as I was finding my available time was becoming more limited along-
side my caring responsibilities. I have also previously served on Deanery Synod for a  

number of years and am currently a member of the PCC Standing committee. 
 

Career wise, I worked for a Southampton based cruise line for 34 years, but for the past 8 
years I have worked for a UK Specialist bank providing business finance and I work as a       

finance administrator in the invoice finance team.   
 

I am a BCM worship Leader and will write more about this in the next magazine.  
 

I look forward to getting to know those of you that I don’t already know, and reacquainting 

myself with those that I already know, with God’s help I will try and serve you as one of 
your churchwardens to the best of my ability. Please pray for Jan and myself as we take up 
our new roles in the coming weeks.   David 

 
Hello, my name is Jan Barrett and I have recently been elected as 

churchwarden here at St James. I have been a member of the St 
James Church family and worshipped here for many years and I have 

been involved in various parts of church life. 
 

I have been involved with the children’s church here since the 1990's 
and it has been a real privilege to watch the young people grow in 

faith, it is a real blessing to now see some of them returning as adults with their own chil-
dren. As part of our outreach I am also involved with the Southampton City Mission schools 
team going into local schools to talk about our Christian faith. 
 

My other roles include serving on the Hope committee, which is a PCC committee that        

focuses on mission, raising funds for our chosen charities. I am part of the Pastoral team, 
and I am currently the Hall manager. 

 
I am looking forward to serving as Church Warden, if I can help you with  

anything please do contact me, I am in church most Sunday and  
Wednesday mornings or at stjameswe.churchwardenjan@gmail.com Jan 

 
Noel Becket was re-elected as our Deputy Churchwarden 

mailto:stjameswe.churchwardenjan@gmail.com


A letter from Bishop Geoff  
(from the Diocesan mailings) 

 

Dear Friends, 
  

It is fun being ‘Acting’ Bishop of Southampton and I am really grateful for the warmth of 

the welcome you are giving me. I am constantly amazed at the innovative ways our 

churches are engaging with their local communities. 
  

Government – both national and local – recognise faith as ‘social capital’. Without the 

hours volunteers from the Faith Communities give to serving others our society would  

collapse. As Christians we do it for the best of reasons - we love because we believe that 

Jesus loves us and our response to his love should always be to share that love with others 

for Jesus loves them too. 
  

One of the ways we do this is through practical expressions of care, but we should not  

allow Christian love to become a substitute for what we can reasonably expect others to            

provide.  In this context we have to become a ‘voice for the voiceless’ and be prepared to 

speak out on behalf of those who find it difficult to speak for themselves. 
  

The Trussell Trust is a charity which runs food banks in 1,699 locations across the country, 

and I know that many of our parishes are working closely with them. The Chief Executive,   

Emma Revie, has called upon politicians in the run up to the General Election to set out      

policies to say how they will build a system where people will no longer need food banks 

to survive.  A supportive social-security system is part of the answer, but there are many 

other things than could be done if politicians were prepared to listen and work with those 

who have the experience that can only come from dealing with these issues on a daily  

basis. 
  

Similarly, I recently attended the launch of the Love Southampton Report on the ways the 

Faith Communities support Refugees and Asylum Seekers in the City and a plea was made 

that we should challenge both politicians and the media about the rhetoric and negative    

language they often use when talking about these human beings. 
  

Many of our churches are offering amazing support to those whose lives are far from 

easy.  We need to take this one stage further and challenge the structures that add to their 

difficulties. We now have a date for the General Election: when someone asks for your       

vote – ask them what they are going to do to make this a better country for all and then 

vote for the person whom you believe gives the best answer, 

for Jesus who brought together love and compassion with           

challenge.  
  

Thank you for all that you are doing to show the love of Jesus 

to others! 

  

Bishop Geoff 

Acting Bishop of Southampton 



The Fun Begins - Plants and the Allotment 
 

Friday 3rd May, June Butler and I got our gardening heads on and decided to pay a visit to 

GARDENERS WORLD SHOW that was being held at Beaulieu. 

 

It was a brilliant day starting with the weather and we managed to avoid any traffic, thanks 

to June's knowledge of all the back roads, and that is another story. We spent our time at 

all the nurseries stalls for plant and took notes of prices and what would be good to grow 

for sustainability for our allotment and church, we also purchased three new plants for the 

allotment. 

 

We went to a talk by Francis Tophill, who was just as nice as she is on the television.  There 

was also a talk on Plants To Grow For Well Being. We certainly came away with lots of ideas 

and it stirred our motivation, when we returned to June's we had coffee and then walked 

around June's garden, June discussed the plants that she was going to remove and I 

claimed some for the allotment. 

 

We previously ordered some plants for the allotment and June is kindly baby sitting these 

plants and also bringing on some plants and bulbs and tubers. Thank you June. 

 

The other good news is that on Thursday 16th May we had our first delivery of Top Soil 

(thanks to June for sorting this), so we now have one raised bed ready for planting, which 

will be done shortly, and we might have more top soil coming Friday and Monday, it’s  

surprising how much is needed.  

 

Please keep an eye out for further announcements about working times at the allotment. 

It will be so good to get planting and growing. 

 

A big thank you to everyone who helped move the soil it was a good evening’s work and it 

was fun believe it or not. 

 

It’s lovely to sit up there, yes we have chairs as well and listen to the birds and talk and 

work and bat around ideas. 

 

All are welcome to join us and it will be a pleasure to see you all. We even have Betty  

joining us and with guess what? Yes, cake!   

 

 

Lyn Spratt. 



 

Quiet Space 
 

True silence is a real gift in our noisy and busy world…it gives us an opportunity to develop 

our relationship with God and with our neighbour….it is a blessing in our lives which we so 

often put aside for another time… 

 

In our Quiet Space sessions we meet in small groups to share a time of quiet and then  

reflect and discuss a theme which brings God into our everyday lives. In April the focus of 

our prayer time together will be ‘Sustenance’. 

 

If you are feeling ready to find out more about Quiet Spaces please contact Brenda  

Holden tel. 02380474826 or email  

bmholden84@gmail.com   Everyone is welcome! 

 

Quiet Space sessions are currently using reflections 

from ‘Pray Now - daily devotions’ as a stimulation 

for our thoughts and prayers.  It was suggested that     

others may find the topics helpful and so I will be     

offering the reflections for inclusion in the monthly 

magazine in the months after they have been used 

by the group. 

‘Events’ - used in our  

April Quiet Space 
 

God, we are thankful, we want to mark this moment….. express our gratitude for the good 

things…….. for the good times. 

For new homes, new jobs, new starts…the opening of a business or building. 

For the announcement of a birth…an engagement…a win…a graduation…a surprise! 

With food and wine and music and laughter. 

We are thankful that we can come together in times of celebration. 

 

Thank you too for the opportunity to be together in the silent sad times…the dark days… 

the hard events of life. 

Help us to see these are equally important - when 

we weep with those who have lost…when we raise 

money and awareness for those who suffer…when 

we mark the changes and the passing of human 

life. 

 

With food and wine and music and thoughtfulness. 

We are thankful that we can come together in        

significant events. 

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


Award for Rev’d Liz Williams 
 
We just wanted to share with you some good news from Rev’d Liz Williams, who you may       

remember was with us at St James’ last year.  Rev’d Liz is a Police Chaplain and sent us this    

message: 

 

‘I received the award of Police Support Volunteer of the Year 2023 on Saturday 27th April.  

I was honoured to receive this (and came as complete surprise when I was told in January.   

A long time to keep it quiet!) and the day was a very special occasion. I received the award 

from Deputy Chief  Constable Sam de Reya’   (also in the photo). 

 

Congratulations to Rev’d Liz Williams from all of us here at  St James’ Church.  

There has been a recent rise in the cases of Romance 

Fraud.  This is where people meet a partner online and 

then later find out they are using a fake profile in order 

to gain personal information and data about you. We 

have included a link on our website under Safeguarding 

and National Helplines and Websites where this type of 

fraud in explained further and there is useful  

information as to what to do in a situation like this.  

Please take the time to head to our website and have a 

look at this booklet.  

Romance Fraud eBook (stjameswestend.org.uk)  

http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk/documents/documents/policies/StayingSafefromRomanceFraudBooklet.pdf


Green Living made easy: 101 Eco Tips, Hacks and 

Recipes to Save Time and Money 

by Nancy Birtwhistle 
 

 

With the annual Big Green Week taking place between the 8th -16th June, (for more info: 

https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/great-big-green-week) here is a book of ideas we can 

all use!  
 

Nancy Birtwhistle was the oldest winner of ‘The Great British Bake Off’ in 2014 - she was 60 

at the time, and a grandmother of 8, so she has a lot of experience of life, and has taken 

the decision to be as green as possible. She has now written several books with hints and 

tips, including on cleaning, gardening and budgeting, and I am finding this more general 

one very useful.  

She now cringes at her former use of chlorine bleach, and has invented her own cleaning 

cream, which she calls Pure Magic, which not only cleans efficiently and sustainably, but, to 

her surprise, brought an old pine table back to a soft golden glow.  There is, of course, a lot 

about food and baking, and, knowing how the members of this church love eating, and      

especially cake, I’ll pass on a few of her tips. She now avoids buying different expensive      

sugars in plastic bags, by taking a bag of granulated sugar and turning it into caster sugar, 

icing sugar, and even light brown and dark brown soft sugar, by adding black treacle in      

proportion and microwaving it- full instructions are supplied. She makes mayonnaise that 

lasts as well as the shop variety by adding whey protein, which can be easily obtained by     

using some of the runny stuff from a pot of plain yogurt, instead of stirring it back in. That 

is something I didn’t know, as is the fact that you can freeze egg whites, and I’m certainly 

going to try the Chocolate Swiss Meringue Buttercream, and 

make my own spreadable butter. Potato peel crisps, anyone?  

There are all sorts of useful money-saving tips, like using the  

inner bags of cereal packets in place of cling film or for bread 

bags and freezer bags, things to make and do, some with  

children, and of course there are lots of ways to avoid single-use 

plastic containers. There is a menu list for 5 days, with a shopping 

list, avoiding waste, and saving money at the same time!  

Nancy certainly shows that we can all reduce our environmental   

impact, even in small ways, and we can soon get used to a more 

sustainable lifestyle. I am learning a lot… 

Diana Barnes  

 

P.S. If anyone would like to join the church Eco-Group, as we try not to rest on our Silver 

Award but strive for improvement in the way we operate, aiming to decrease our carbon   

footprint as a church and its people, you would be most welcome! Talk to me, Vicky or  

Linda. 

https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/great-big-green-week


Children at St James 
Pathfinders during our 9.30am Service 

A time of fellowship for children. Each sessions includes stories prayers, activities and 

games and all children are welcome. We recently looks at the story of the Good Shepherd, 

fortunately we were able to go outside and the children had to tend their balloon sheep 

and get them into the pen using their paper staff. We had a few unruly sheep or maybe 

some over enthusiastic shepherds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Alive at 11am 

A service for all ages which includes a break out time for growing in faith through craft, 

games and fellowship based on the story of the day. In May we thought about how God 

uses our distinctiveness. We thought about how the disciples worked as a team using  

individuals’ skills to achieve their goal. In our activity we thought about our team at St 

James, we thought about what skills we need as disciples today. We designed football kits 

for team St James using symbols we thought of including courage, love, friendship, prayer 

and food. We had kits with motives of hearts, praying hands, crosses, different colours to 

promote caring for our world, like blue socks for the sea. We even had a baguette to  

represent our hospitality and food bank collections. Among the photos I wonder if you can 

spot the rebel who wanted to design a rugby kit, her disciple was called Pierre.                         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Mornings 

All children are welcome to these events which are based on various themes throughout 

the year and include stories, crafts and games. The Easter and Christmas ones end with a 

short service in church.  

 

At the last Easter morning we made handprint lillies, peg leg donkeys, fresh bread and 

Easter cards. The morning ended with hot cross buns and coffee. At Pentecost, we thought 

about the Holy Sprit coming upon the disciples with flames, and then in July we celebrate 

St James our Patron saint.  

Continued on next page... 



School Days 

We have been fortunate to welcome some school groups into church. Children have visited in 

classes, year groups or small groups. Harefield Primary School visited in May as part of their 

Sacred places unit. They were able to look at different important areas of the church, the  

stations were, The Church Welcomes, where they learnt about the font and baptism, The 

Church Teaches, where they looked at the lectern and pulpit. Then they looked at The Church 

Worships, at the Altar and The Church Prays, in the Lady Chapel.  

Next came The Church Serves, looking at the stained glass windows, and finally The Church 

Shares thinking about being sent out to share the stories we learn about in our services. Each 

station had an activity including origami, sewing, writing a prayer, glass painting and folding 

crosses. 

 

Christingle and Nativity Service. 

We hold three of these services at Christmas in aid of the Children’s Society. The children can 

take part in the service to retell the story of the first Christmas, in costume if they would like 

to, and then we hear the story of the Christingle. These services are extremely popular and it 

is wonderful to see the church full of excited children and their families 

 

Young people 

As our children grow there are opportunities for them to continue their journey of faith by 

joining the choir, learn be a server or acolyte or become a helper in our children’s services. 

We are very fortunate to have a great team of helpers with our children’s work, please can we 

ask for your prayers for our continued growth in this part of our church life.  Thank you. 

Children’s Activity 

Mornings 



Spanish Theme ‘Holiday@Home’ 

Thursday 20th June 2024 
 

Members of the Pastoral and Warm Cheer teams are organising a Spanish themed 

‘Holiday @ Home’ from 10am – 3.15pm in the church hall on Thursday 20
th

 June. Various 

activities are planned including a quiz, an illustrated talk, a Spanish dance demonstration, 

music          performance, card games and a creative corner. Friendship, fun and food! 
 

This event is suitable for ‘all’, however, please note that anyone requiring assistance with 

daily tasks will need a relative, friend or carer to also attend to provide the necessary        

support.  
 

Booking is essential for catering purposes:  

There will be a Tapas style lunch with other refreshments during the day. A donation of £3 

to £5 per person is suggested towards costs. If you are an older person without transport, 

please enquire regarding arranging a lift. For more information and to obtain a booking 

form please contact: 

 

Carol Kidd 07842244876  stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com  

[Anna Chaplain / Pastoral Team Coordinator] 

 

mailto:stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com


 

The June Tree Trail 

 

We hope you enjoy June’s Tree Trail.  This month we look at The Miracles of Jesus 

Christians believe that Jesus is a special person and the stories about the life of Jesus are 

found in the second part of the Bible, The New Testament, and are a guide to live a good 

life.  Some stories about Jesus teach us how we should treat each other.  Other stories tell 

us all about the amazing things Jesus did when he was on earth, these stories are called 

miracles. 

One of these miracles was when Jesus healed people, these include Blind Bartimaeus  

 "What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked him. The blind man said, "Rabbi, I want 

to see." Mark 10:51 

Here are some more stories about miracles:  

When he fed 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish... 

When he changed water into wine at a wedding... 

And when he walked on water... 

In the boxes you will be able to write a Braille message, design a fish paper chain, decorate 

a stone jar.  Please do come and enjoy our trail around the Church Yard. 

  



From the Registers 
The Parish of St James’ West End 

 

Funerals May 2024 

 

Olga Entwhistle    28th May 2024 

Lesley Ann Nicholls   29th May 2024 
 

 

I shall not forget you. Look,  

I have engraved you on the palm of my hands.  

      Isaiah 49:15-16 

 

Baptisms May 2024 

 

Lucy Briggs     12th May 2024 

Florence Edith May Gallocker  25th May 2024 
    

 

 

 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family,     

We are members together of the same heavenly Father. 



“Getting to know you…….” 

‘Saints on Earth’, a biographical companion to    

Common Worship 
 

Sundar Singh of India, Sadhu (holy man), Evangelist,  

Teacher of the Faith, 1929  June 19    
 

Sundar Singh was born in 1889 into a wealthy landowning Sikh family in Rampur, North     

Punjab.  The death of his mother when he was 14 unhinged him. He abused the missionaries 

at the mission school he attended, burnt a Bible and resolved to commit suicide on a railway 

line. However, he experienced a vision of Christ and was converted to Christianity. As a result 

of that decision he was expelled by his family for this act of treachery to their faith. He was 

taken in by a nearby Christian community and the following year, 1905, was baptised in the 

Anglican church at Simia. 

 

The following year he set out on the roads of India wearing a yellow robe and turban. The  

yellow robe was the recognised dress of a Hindu sadhu, a solitary holy man. Proud of his Sikh 

ancestry, he never wore European dress, preferring to present the Christian faith ‘in an eastern 

bowl rather than a European vessel’. Most years he travelled to Tibet from 1908 at the age of 

19 until 1923 when he disappeared on his final journey. 

 

In 1909 Sundar Singh began training for the ordained ministry at the Anglican college in      

Lahore. As the course drew to an end the Principal informed him that he must now discard his 

sadhu’s robe and wear ‘respectable’ European clerical dress; use formal Anglican worship; sing 

English hymns and never preach outside his parish 

without permission.  Knowing that he was not 

called to a ministry with such constraints he left 

with great sadness to pursue his itinerant ministry 

as a sadhu.  He was not a member of any  

denomination, but he did not try to begin one of 

his own.  He shared his fellowship with Christians of 

all kinds. 

 

It is said that he recognised the flaw in the  

European mission to India in that India would not 

accept the gospel of Jesus offered in Western 

guise. That was why many listeners responded to 

him in his Indian sadhu’s robes. He made it clear 

that Christianity was not an imported, alien, foreign 

religion but indigenous to Indian needs, aspirations 

and faith. 

 



 

‘The Vintage Shop’    

by Libby Page 
 

These days we so often see dresses displayed in the windows of charity shops. The 

dresses might well have been bought for a special occasion….they might even have 

posh designer labels.  There is a story behind each and every dress.  They were once 

enjoyed and the owners didn’t want them to just sit unloved in a wardrobe or in a   

suitcase in an attic when they could brighten the lives of other people. 

 

This novel is about one dress, three women and a lifetime of secrets.  The vintage dress 

is a yellow colour with hand embroidery.  It cannot help but bring sunshine and a 

breath of fresh air into the lives of the three women. 

 

 The three women are Lou, a young woman opening a vintage clothes shop in Frome 

after returning to her home town to nurse her dying mother.  Donna, who lives in New 

York in the USA,  will discover that the dress 

will answer questions in her life and Maggy 

is in her seventies and newly divorced and 

all alone in what was her family home. 

 

The lives of the three women become  

woven together as the story unfolds.   

This would be a good book to take on  

holiday! 

 

Brenda Holden   

 

 

We are always on the lookout for book reviews, please send in your reviews to        

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to share the likes, dislikes and               

recommendations of books, fiction or non-fiction.  



Life At St James 
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St James’ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

125 years ago (1899) – June was certainly a busy time at St James this month with lots of ‘clubs’ 

holding their meetings and organising events, including The Church Lads’ Brigade (CLB) doing  

Company Drills on the Vicarage Lawn; Jumble Sales raising money for the CLB (£5) and the Young 

Women and Girls Club (£1). The Mother’s Union yearly festival was to take place at the Deanery 

in Southampton and Lady Macnaghten [of Bitterne Manor House] had 

‘kindly offered to assist in defraying the expenses of members fares to 

and from Southampton’. Lady Macnaghten is shown in the image on the 

right sitting outside the Manor House with her three children in 1890. 

Miss E Mackenzie, the secretary to the Women’s Mission, SPG also ‘gave 

an admirable Address on the ‘Education of Home Life’ at their bi-monthly 

meeting.  

100 years ago (1924) – Slightly unsure about what people had been doing at the end of services 

and how they had left the church building, but the vicar, Reverend Gerald Sayers felt it necessary 

to make it clear what should happen, ‘There seems to be a little uncertainty on the part of the 

Congregation at the end of Matins and Evensong on Sundays as to what they are expected to do, 

so I thought it would be easier if I mentioned it in the Magazine, as well as speaking about it in 

Church. The Blessing is the end of the Service as far as the Congregation are concerned, so after 

the Choir has left the Chancel and reached the Vestry, that door will be shut while the Choir say 

their prayer by themselves, this being essentially their own private act of devotion. Meanwhile the 

Congregation can kneel down, and after praying for a blessing upon what has been offered in 

worship, can then leave the Church exactly as they wish’.  

75 years ago (1949) - Unable to pin-point what had been happening in the ‘past twelve days’ of 

May, nevertheless, the Reverend Ivor Machin felt compelled to write in his letter about the ‘moral 

and religious standards of the great majority of the young people of to-day’. He spoke of his  

‘respect for and love and admiration of, the best of our young people, of whom, thank God, we 

have a fair number in the Church. They are loyal, dependable, full of affection and enthusiasm, 

and in every way “worthy of the name of Briton”. But the rest -! Feckless, impudent, selfish; they 

know of no moral stand other than that of satisfying their own desires. All who are actively  

working with and for them find them a heartache, for there is sometimes a fleam of true gold 

among the abominable dross.’ It seems the blame lay partly with the education system being 

“purged” of its religious association, and the ‘lop-sidedness’ the provision for sex education,  

focussing on biological rather than moral standards, but also with our emotions being titillated 

by ‘Hollywood morals, politicians almost invariably appealing to selfishness and seldom to ideals 

of service and in trade and in industry gain enthroned as prime motive of all action… Fundamen-

tally, young people are very sound, but they do exaggerate the qualities of the world of their el-

ders!’ 

50 years ago (1974) - Guidance was given by the vicar about visiting churches whilst away on 

holiday. ‘The Commonwealth and Continental Church Society publishes a booklet listing all the 

English churches in Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East.’ Apparently, when we are abroad 

‘we seem to have a peculiarly English way of doing things’ and a visit to a local church allows us 

to ‘experience something startlingly familiar, and dear’. 
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Advertisements 





Dr A Sood 

Quality and Caring Dentistry 

Botley Road West End Southampton SO30 3HA 

Phone 02380465391 Fax 023 80465393 

www.qacdentistry.co.uk 
 

We offer a wide range of private dental treatments including: 

Dental Hygienist               Dentures                  White Filling (mercury free)                   Sedation 

              Bleaching of teeth                    Crown and Bridge Work 

NHS Patients Free Car Park                   Disabled Access 

£25 



To advertise in St James’ Church West End magazine  

Contact Carolyn and Scott Langridge on 023 8047 4516 or at 

Scott_el@hotmail.com.  

Rates for 2023 for Businesses  

from £50 per year for 1/6 page to £200 per year for whole page.  

 

We also welcome one-off Community Events please get in touch 

to discuss rates. 

ST JAMES’ CHURCH HALL, WEST END 

Available for hire. Seats up to 80 people comfortably. 

Talks, Meetings, Quizzes, Children’s Parties . 

Lower prices for regular users and registered charities  

Use of fully equipped kitchen 

Hire rates for 2024 

One off letting: £24 per hour 

Regular users: £18 per hour 

Charities: £11 per hour 

Kitchen surcharge: £16 per event (to include dishwasher and ovens) 

Other Concessionary Rates may be available, please contact us for details 

For all bookings please contact us at stjameswe.churchhall@gmail.com  

or by phoning 07519 759269 





Directory  

 

We are actively looking for copy for future magazines, so do pass on any articles or stories of 

what is happening, good news stories and special memories, to our email address: 

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

 

Please do continue to visit our Facebook page and website to see what is happening at  

St James’ as we are still very much creating and looking at ways to engage with everyone: 

https://www.facebook.com/stjameschurchwestend/ and http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk/ 

 

We’d also love to hear from you, so do contact us 

 

Revd Vicky Maunder stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com 

    07762 673350 or 023 8114 1192 

Revd Linda Galvin rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com 

    07934 419302  

Pastoral Team (Carol)   stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com 

Buildings Officer  

Mr Noel Becket  

noel.becket@gmail.com 

Children’s Church at 9.30am 

Mrs Janet Barrett  

023 8047 6777  

Mrs Sarah Langridge 

Children’s Society   

Mrs Janet Barrett  

023 8047 6777  

Christian Aid   

Mrs Eileen Durkin   

023 8046 4773  

Church Catering   

Jill Marten & Linda Playford  
jillmarten@btinternet.com  

Churches Together   

Mrs Rachel Owton 
 

Churchwardens 

Mr David Forster 

 

Mrs Janet Barrett 
stjameswe.churchwardenjan@gmail.com 

Director of Music   

Mr Chris Fay 

stjameswe.music@gmail.com 

Electoral Roll Officer  

Mr Derek Stevens   

 

Flower Rota   

Mrs Sue Overell  

023 8032 6275  

 Hall Manager   

Jan Barrett 

07519759269  
stjameswe.churchhall@gmail.com  

Health & Safety   

Mr Steve Wiseman 

Hope Committee   

Mrs Fiona Weston   

023 8046 5592  

Parish Administrator   

Kate Badcock  

stjameswe.office@gmail.com  

Parish Magazine 

Kate Badcock  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com 

PCC Secretary   

Mrs Sue Overell   

023 8032 6275  

PCC Treasurer   

Jane Hollingsworth 
stjamespcctreasurer@gmail.com 

Sacristan Team  

Mr Saji Abrahams 

Mr Andrew Brooks 

Mr Peter Littlejohns  

Safeguarding Officer  

Mrs Carol Kidd   

0784 2244876  
stjameswestendsafeguarding@gmail.com 

  Saint James’ School   

Mrs Michelle Marsh  

023 8090 0995  
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