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ôBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead,õ  

м tŜǘŜǊ мΥо 



Vicky writes éé 
 

Spring is almost here and itõs wonderful to see       

daffodils and crocuses in the church grounds.  Our 

allotment team are gearing up to start work on the 

church allotment again (see Lynõs article later in the 

magazine) and Rob and I will soon be pondering how 

to bring some order to the vicarage garden.  We are 

very fortunate that itõs a wonderful, large garden with 

lots of beautiful plants but there are plenty of      

brambles and weeds too.  We are not knowledgeable 

or experienced gardeners, but we have a go and Rob 

has managed to grow tomatoes and strawberries with some success in the past.   

Gardening is quite low on my priority list, but when I get time, I always enjoy it and I 

find it a spiritual activity.   Barbara Brown Taylor, in her book ôAn altar in the worldõ      

argues that faith has become very intellectualised and using our bodies is a great way 

to discover and connect with God.  She points out that Jesusõ instructions to his          

disciples the night before he died were to do physical things; to eat bread, drink wine 

and wash each otherõs feet.   

When I get the chance to tackle a bit of the garden I try and take her advice and       

consciously put aside all the things in my mind to focus on the gardening.  The smell of 

the grass.  The warmth of the sun.  The beautiful patterns and colours of the leaves.  The 

weight of the bags of garden rubbish.  The prick of a bramble as I wrestle with it.  The 

gentle ache of the muscles I rarely use.   What a joy to notice these things.   How        

remarkable the gift of life and its Creator.   

It also makes me think of ôThe Secret Gardenõ by Frances Hodgson Burnett which I read 

a few years ago with my eldest daughter, Emma.   I love the story about two sickly,    

selfish, unhappy children who regain their health and discover laughter and hope 

through growing things together in a secret garden.  The book celebrates the          

transforming power of friendship, gardening and God, and describes in great detail the 

beauty of the flowers in the garden, the birds making their nests and how the earth 

comes alive in spring.  

There is something very special about this time of year that fills the heart with hope.  

After the barren winter time there are signs of new life all around.  And in church we will 

soon be celebrating Easter; proclaiming that Jesus is risen, that God brings new life out 

of what appears ended, out of the darkest of experiences. òOur Lord has written the 

promise of resurrection, not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtimeó wrote    

Martin Luther.   

I wish you delight in the signs of new life all around and if you have a garden, enjoy it! 



/ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ 

 

Sunday 3rd - Lent 3 

9.30am Sung Eucharist with Childrenõs Activity 

11am Church Alive Communion All Age Informal Service 

6.30pm Sung Evensong (Livestreamed) 

 

Wednesday 6th
 -
 11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Friday 8th - 7pm Stations of the Cross 

 

Sunday 10th - Mothering Sunday 

10.30am Mothering Sunday Eucharist with flower posies given out 

6.30pm Taiz® 

 

Wednesday 13th  11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 17th - Passion Sunday 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

2pm Holy Baptisms 

6.30pm Sung Evensong 

 

Wednesday 20th -11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Friday 22nd - 7pm Stations of the Cross 

 

Sunday 24th - Palm Sunday 

9.30am Sung Eucharist with Blessing of Palms and Palm Procession (Livestreamed) with           
childrenõs groups 

 
11am Church Alive All Age Palm Sunday Service 

 

Wednesday 27th -11am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Thursday 28th - Maundy Thursday 
 

7.30pm Eucharist of the Lordõs Supper followed by a Watch until 9.30pm 
 

 



 

Friday 29thñGood Friday 
 

9.15am Childrenõs Activity Morning 

11.30am All Age Good Friday Service 

2pm Liturgy of Good Friday 

 

Saturday 30th - Holy Saturday 
 

8pm Easter Vigil 
 

Sunday 31st - Easter Day 
 

9.30am Celebration Eucharist for all ages followed by an Easter Egg Hunt 

11am Church Alive Easter Communion for all age with Easter Egg hunt 

 

Weekly: 

Open Church  9am to 3pm Tuesday to Friday 

Morning Prayer  9am Tuesdays and Fridays 

Choir Practice  7.30pm to 8.30pm Tuesdays 

Stay and Play 9.15am to 10.45am Wednesdays Term time 

Church Office open Fridays 9am to 11.30am 

 

Church website:  www.stjameswestend.org.uk 

 

Contact Details: 
 

Vicar: Revõd Vicky Maunder  

stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com  

07762673350 or 023 8114 1192.   

 

Associate Priest: Revõd Linda Galvin  

rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com or 07934 419302                 

Easter Lilies    

This Easter we will once again be dedicating an arrangement of lilies in memory of departed 

loved ones at church. If you would like to contribute this year, please 
put the name of the person to be remembered and a donation of Ã2.50 

in an envelope and hand it to a sidesperson (cheques payable to West 
End PCC of St James please.  We would be grateful if you would        

respond to this request by Sunday 24
th
 March so that the lilies can be   

ordered in good time for Easter Sunday.   

http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk
mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
mailto:rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com


A note from the Church Wardens  

What a wonderful occasion that we were all able to share in coming together as a church to 

support our new confirmation and baptism candidates last month. It was a privilege to be   

involved in the Confirmation Service on Sunday 12th; Scott and Diana wiped the dust off the 

Churchwardens'  wands and were part of  the procession into church. They walked in front of 

the Bishop, and Bishop Geoff explained that Bishops had not always been popular in olden 

times, and they were to protect him if anyone launched an attack! The wands could also be 

used to expel dogs from the church, but fortunately that wasn't necessary and as far as 

we know, never has been... We wish the candidates, their family and friends all the best as 

they continue their journeys in faith; we are all here to support each other.  

 

With such a mild winter (so far) the churchyard is already starting to come alive and we will 

be looking to organise a churchyard maintenance day in the near future. Whilst we are always 

keen for volunteers on these workdays we also have a small group of people who             

regularly look after the churchyard mowing the lawns and keeping back any fast growing 

weeds; if this is something you would be interested in helping with or would like to know 

more about this, please do let us know. 

 

²ƘŜƴΚ 

млŀƳ ǘƻ мн ƴƻƻƴ 

нƴŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ  

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

/ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ  

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎǳǇ 

ƻŦ ŎƻũŜŜ ƻǊ ǘŜŀΣ Ǉƭǳǎ 

ōƛǎŎǳƛǘǎ ƻǊ ŎŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŎƘŀǘ 

 CƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎŀǊ ƻǊ  

Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǘŜŀƳΦ 

9Ƴŀƛƭ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ōŀŎƪ ǇŀƎŜ 



ôConfirm, O Lord, your servant, with your Holy Spiritõ.   
On Sunday 11

th
 February Tom Bint, Milly Bradley, Chloe Dyke-James, Kimberely-Danielle 

Jones, Anita So, Derek Stevens and Sharon Bradley were all confirmed by Bishop Geoff in a 

wonderful joint service. Anita and her daughter Alesha were also baptised.   It was a           
joyful celebration as they made a public commitment to follow Jesus and Bishop Geoff     

confirmed their faith.  They were each presented with a Bible and given a candle lit from the 
Easter candle to remind them to ôshine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Fatherõ.    

Please enjoy this article written by Janet Edwards who attended our Confirmation Service here 
at St Jamesõ Church in March and thinks back to memories of her own Confirmation Service in 

1956 here at St Jamesõ.  Janet is the girl in the picture standing far left. 
 

Attending the very uplifting Confirmation Service on Sunday 11th February brought back 
memories of my Confirmation at St James in 1956. As the photograph shows the female    

candidates were expected to wear white clothing, including white gloves and a veil, we       
assembled together in the Church hall to get ready and then in procession made our way to 

the Church. I think altogether with 
the boys there were about twenty 

candidates, possibly some came from 
another Church. The Vicar at the time 

was Reverend Howard Green. 
 

I remember attending pre-
Confirmation classes and at the last 

one a " confessional " area was set 
up in the Church which the            
candidates were invited to use. As 

my parents werenõt happy about this, 
I was excused from using it. The   

photograph was taken outside the 
old Church Hall which was at the rear 

of the now Church car park. 



Life At St James  
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

125 years ago (1899) ð THE NURSING ASSOCIATION - Nurse Simmons had ôtaken up her  

residence in the village, and a good number of parishioners have already availed themselves of 

her services. She cannot visit professionally any besides those in receipt of parish relief, unless 

they are members of the Nursing Association. Those wishing to join should apply through their 

District Visitor.õ 
 

As promised last month, the Club for Young Women and Girls was declared open. The  

occupations are blouse making, hem-stitching, useful art needlework, and games. Mrs. Willis also 

gives interesting " Chats" on natural objects and historical places, illustrated by photographs. Mrs. 

H. Gater has kindly contributed a welcome 5s. towards the material for the basket-making class, 

which will shortly be held by Mrs. Patey. 
 

100 years ago (1924) ð Reverend Sayer reported that ôthe Sunday School Treat seemed to have 

been much enjoyed ; many congratulations to the Teachers who ' managed theā catering  

themselves and did it splendidly, and also to three friends who gave a bag of sweets and an  

orange to each child on leaving. We must congratulate those who won prizes, especially as some 

of them had done so well in attendance during the past year, and were so near the maximum  

number of marks. 
 

We shall have to make re-arrangements in regard to Sunday School fairly soon, as the Iron Room 

has been sold and will shortly be removed; this will mean that we have no place that we can call 

our own for Church purposes, and increase our need of a Parish Hall or Church Room. I am just 

putting this into your minds now for you to think over, as I am hoping that at some future date 

we may see what can be done about getting some such place for ourselves.õ 
 

75 years ago (1949) - The Diocese were organising Family Week holidays arranged by The 

Mothersõ Union. These were to be at Gardenhurst School, Burnham-on-sea, including an  

excursion to Cheddar Gorge, at a fee of Ã3.14s for the week for adults and children over 10 years. 

ôChildren under 10 charged according to age.õ  Meanwhile, ôour own Parish Week will be at 

Ilfracombe. We have booked the whole of a very pleasant family hotel, centrally situated. The cost 

will be Ã5.5s per person.õ Certainly a treat to look forward to. 
 

50 years ago (1974) - Reverend Green was writing as ôthe campaign is going on prior to the 

General Election. Some say that there will be much bitterness and mud-slinging before the end of 

it. If this is so I hope that those of us who call ourselves Christians will set a better example to our 

fellows than that... our politics must represent the way in which we think Christian principles can 

be applied to the problems of the day. This is why Christian people are found in all the main  

political parties, and it is right that they should be. [The election of February this year produced an 

unexpected hung parliament. Coalition talks between the Conservatives and other parties such as 

the Liberals and the Ulster Unionists failed, which allowed Harold Wilson to form a minority  

government. There was a second in October 1974; the first year that two general elections were 

held in the same year since 1910. 



Children at St James  

It is wonderful to see our children and young people taking an active part in our church   
services, we are very proud of them all. 

During our sessions in the hall we continue to explore the words of the bible through stories, 
craft and activities. In the last few weeks we have explored the parable of the Wedding at 

Cana, we wore buttonholes, and the table was set for a celebration with cakes and drinks,     
for the activity we decorated some small cakes with icing and edible decorations, (there was 

rather a lot of edible gold spray on the cakes) 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also explored the Transfiguration of Jesus, in this session we thought about how 
Transfiguration means transformed and how by following God our lives can be transformed. 

In this session we decorated masks to help us remember the story. 

 

 

                                    

 

February Activity Morning  

Our theme in February was Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday and Lent and St Valentineõs 

Day. 

We were pleased to welcome 28 children and their families to the morning and the session 

started with us thinking about Pancake Day and why we celebrate this day. We decorated 

our pancakes with a choice of toppings, chocolate spread, honey, squirty cream, fresh      

berries, sprinkles, sugar and lemon, which we then enjoyed eating.  

Next we thought about Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent, Vicky burnt the palm crosses 

from last year to produce the ash and explained how the ash cross is a symbol of being    

sorry. We went on to think about love is the first commandment and how Jesus showed his 

love for us through the cross and we decorated a cross with heart shaped stamps. 

Then we went on to think about how Christians give up treats throughout Lent and others 

promise to do something extra, we decorated kindness boxes and placed hearts inside, on 

each heart there was a different act of kindness written and the idea is throughout lent to 

take a heart out and try and commit to that act of kindness for that day, some examples    

include help at home, today just use kind words, take an old toy to a charity shopê.. 

Finally we had a pancake race, which we held in church because it was raining, a good time 

was had by all. 

Our next Activity Morning is on Good Friday. 



SPRING THOUGHTS.  
 

As the garden burst into life with the start of spring.  My thoughts turn to the Church        

Allotment.  We received the key back in June last year, and proceeded to repair the shed and 

paint it, put out an SOS for tools and made raised beds and planted some foliage shrubs.  

Then added our lovely sign, thank you Noel  Beckett and Sue Overell. Derek Mathews for 

hanging it up.  The start of this month we have to begin planting the flowers we will want to 

grow for the church.  Then the hard work will really start, digging, planting, staking,  

protecting, to produce beautiful blooms.  We are only a very small group so if anyone would 

like to help and share their knowledge ,we would be glad to have your help. All are welcome 

to join us.  

 

 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ [ȅƴ {ǇǊŀǧΥ 

ƭȅƴǎǇǊŀǧϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 

лтпупнуоонм 

лно улпоссос  

mailto:lynspratt@gmail.com


òGetting to know youéé.ó 

Geoffrey Student Kennedy,  Priest and Poet, 

1929    8th March  

taken from   

ôSaints on Earthõ, a biographical companion to    

Common Worship 
 

IŜ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ [ŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾƛŎŀǊŀƎŜ ƛƴ мууо ƻŦ LǊƛǎƘ ŘŜǎŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ [ŜŜŘǎ DǊŀƳƳŀǊ 

{ŎƘƻƻƭΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ мфлу ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ǿƘŜƴ 

ƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ мфмс ǘƻ мфмфΦ 

 

IŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŎŜǎΩ ŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴǎΣ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ  Ψ²ƻƻŘōƛƴŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŜΩ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǧŜǎ ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ Ƴƛƴƛǎπ

ǘŜǊŜŘΦ   IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /Ǌƻǎǎ ƛƴ мфмт ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŬǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ Ψƴƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ 

ƭŀƴŘΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΦ 

 

!ƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƛƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ                  

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴΦ   Iƛǎ 

ǳƴƻǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƭƛŜƴŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ   !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ YƛƴƎ 

DŜƻǊƎŜ ± ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƘƛƳ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

 

Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƻŜǘǊȅΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ƛƴ ŘƛŀƭŜŎǘ ƛƴ 

ŀƴ ŀǧŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƳŀǧŜǊǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ           

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƻŜƳ ŜƴǝǘƭŜŘ ΨLƴŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜΩ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ 

 

²ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ōȅΣ 

¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘǳǊǘ ŀ ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ŘƛŜΤ 

CƻǊ ƳŜƴ ƘŀŘ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘŜƴŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ 

ǇŀƛƴΣ 

¢ƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƊ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƴΦ 

{ǝƭƭ WŜǎǳǎ ŎǊƛŜŘΣ ΨCƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ŘƻΩΦ 

!ƴŘ ǎǝƭƭ ƛǘ ǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘǊȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊŜƴŎƘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΤ 

¢ƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ǿŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƻǳƭ ǘƻ 

ǎŜŜΣ 

!ƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŎǊƻǳŎƘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ /ŀƭǾŀǊȅΦ 

 



Easter Activity Morning 
Friday 29th March 

9.30 to 11.30 

We will be holding our activity morning on 
Good Friday in St Jamesõ Church, West End. 

 

The event is open to all children, during the 
morning we will be exploring the Easter   

Story through craft, storytelling and games. 

The morning will end with a short service in 
church to which all are welcome followed by 
hot cross buns and coffee in the hall.   

 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Please contact Jan to book your place or for 
further information at  

stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com.  
  



A poem from òWatching for the Kingfisheró 

by Ann Lewin  
 

This poem will be appreciated by all of us as Spring arrives, but particularly those who are bird-
watchers! 

 

Arrivals  
 

 
A glimpse of a familiar shape 

Out of the corner of my eye, and 

Suddenly my heart leaps in 

Delighted recognition - theyõve 

Arrived.  After months of  

Watching the pavement lest I slip, 

Hunching myself against the cold, 

Itõs time to open up to gentle warmth, 

And scan the skies for confirmation. 

There they are, in growing numbers 

Curving and swirling through the air. 

One swallow may not make a summer, 

But he definitely makes it Spring. 

Remembering Fred White  

From Fredõs family: Beloved and greatly cherished, 

Fred White, aged 90, peacefully passed away on 

the 8
th

 February. Fred was a very active parishioner 

providing support, love and coffee for many 

years.  Some of his greatest times was serving in 

the church. We shall all miss him so very much. 

Rest in peace.  

His funeral is on Wednesday 13th March at 11am, 

Wessex Vale Crematorium 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 



The March Tree Trail 

Our tree trail is back after a couple of months 

rest.# 

This month we are thinking about Spring flowers. 

What can you find about some of our favourite flowers? 

What country has the daffodil as its national flower? 

Which flower produces a valuable spice? 

Can you find out which colour tulip represents happiness? 

 Which flower is it illegal to pick or uproot? 

We hope you enjoy the trail. 

 



Eco Church - Green News & Tips  

As an Eco-Church we are keen to involve ourselves in initiatives that help not only 

preserve and transform our environment, but also change our lifestyles, as we look 

for different ways to ensure that we are being good stewards of creation and  

living a green and sustainable life. Each month we will not only be bringing you 

news of what we have been doing as a church and individuals, but also offering 

practical tips so everyone can benefit from a greener planet. 

 

A Rocha UK Easy Eco Tips - MARCH 

Celebrate Spring. Immerse yourself in the sights and sounds of the season ð breathe in the 

fragrance of blossoms, observe budding catkins, note different bird songs, spot footprints, 

or use the Pl@ntNet app to identify spring flowers. Nature can boost our happiness, so 

spend time in your garden, on your balcony, and in local green spaces. Dedicate quality 

time to appreciate creationõs beauty, and thank God for the hope that spring can bring with 

our Lent resources at arocha.org.uk/connect-with-gods-creation-overlent/ 
 

For more practical ways to enjoy, nurture and defend nature, sign up to A Rocha UKõs 

Wild Christian email at: arocha.org.uk/wild-christian  

Did you know that you can recycle crinkly and soft plastic at the Co-op in West End, off Barbe 

Baker Avenue?   Crisp packets, biscuit wrappers, peel-off yogurt/cream lids, bread bags etc, 

can all be put into the bin provided just inside the front door, on the right near the flowers. 

They should be clean, of course!  You can go in with a bag of recycling, and come out with 

your shoppingêê. 

 

Rosemary  
Have you got a flourishing rosemary bush in your garden that needs a trim, if so please can 

you supply some for our Mothering Sunday flowers, we will need them for Friday the 8
th
 of 

March. Thank you. 

We will be preparing the bunches of daffodils in the on the 8
th 
March at 2pm, please contact 

me if you would like to help. Thank you. 

If you can help please contact Jan on 07519759269 or at j.barrett77@btinternet.com.    

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com




 
ôThe Music Shopõ by Rachel Joyce 

 

There is nothing quite like cosying up with a good book on a 

cold winterõs day.  The Music Shop has everything you might want in a                    

novelê.heartwarming characters woven into an unusual love story set in a background 

of life in a British city from 1988 to 2009. 

 

Frank, the owner of a shop selling vinyl records, is the hero of the tale.  He has had an 

unusual upbringing that has given him an appreciation of music of all kinds and he is 

blessed with a talent to find the music suit individual tastes.  His often unlikely        

combinations of record choices never fail to suit the needs of his customers.  

 

As we read through the book he shares a wealth of background musical knowledge to 

encourage us as readers to listen with fresh ears to some of our own well known       

favourites.  Apparently, the experience is enhanced by lying down the floor as we        

concentrate on the music wafting over us! 

 

It is a story of love and friendship in a changing world that has turned its back on vinyl 

recordsêa world that we have lived through in favour of CDs which have themselves 

become outdated.  

 

 An interesting observationê.Have you noticed a recent resurgence of interest in vinyl 

records and turntables? I wonderê.why did we take our record collections to charity 

shops?  After reading this book, we may feel an urge to return to vinyl records and ô 

get in the grooveõ once more? 

 

Rachel Joyce is the author of two other books which 

are also good readsê              

õThe Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fryõ and ôThe 

Love Song of Miss Queenie  Hennesseyõ   

 

Brenda Holden 

 

We are always on the lookout for book reviews, please send in your reviews to        

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to share the likes, dislikes and               

recommendations of books, fiction or   non-fiction.  



The Blue Lamp Trust  

Offers crime prevention advisory service to 

Hampshireõs most vulnerable residents 
 

They offer FREE home visits providing both general and specific crime and fire            

prevention  

advice to improve home safety. Their trained, police vetted, Bobby Scheme Fitters, will 

visit and carry out a full survey, and as appropriate, fit items free of charge. 
 

They visit residents of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight who are: 

¶ Vulnerable due to age (over 65) 

¶ Disabled 

¶ A victim of crime 

¶ A victim of burglary 

¶ A victim of domestic abuse 

If you, or anybody you know, is eligible (based on the criteria above) and would benefit 

from a Bobby Scheme referral, please enquire via the Blue Lamp Trust website .           

Alternatively, you can make an enquiry by calling the Blue Lamp Trust directly on 0300 

777 0157. 

 
Thank you to everyone who supported our brunch fundraiser in February, we are pleased to 

be able to report that the event raised Ã291.05 for our charities, an excellent result. 
Our next event is our quiz and curry evening on the 16

th
 March at 6.30, there is choice of  

either chicken or vegetable curry and the cost is Ã9 an adult and Ã3 per child and Ã24 for a 
family. There will be soft drinks available but please feel free to bring your own choice of 

drink if you prefer.  Please donõt forget to add your name to the signup sheet which is           
available at the back of church.   

Our Lent appeal this year is A Tent for Lent, this is an initiative organised by Shelter Box. 
There are boxes at the back of church for you to take and use throughout Lent. 

Raising Ã30 could provide a family with a shelter tool kits.  
Raising Ã60 could provide a family with a water filter giving them access to clean drinking 

water. 
Raising Ã350 could provide a family with a tent, a space for a family to call home. 

Wouldnõt it be wonderful to be able to provide an emergency tent for a family in need? 
Thank you for your continued support. 

https://www.bluelamptrust.org.uk/








From the Registers 
The Parish of St Jamesȗ West End 

Funerals February 2024  

Lilla Blanche Bower     7th February 2024 

Stanley Giles  27th February 2024 

Joyce Giles   27th February 2024 
 

I shall not forget you. Look,  

I have engraved you on the palm of my hands.  

      Isaiah 49:15-16 

 

Baptisms February 2024  

 

Lo Ying So  11th February 2024 

Yee Yan Hung 11th February 2024 

 
 

 

We welcome you into the Lordõs family,  

   

We are members together of the same heavenly 

Father. 

Quiet Spaces  

True silence is a real gift in our noisy and busy worldêit gives us an opportunity to develop 
our relationship with God and with our neighbourê.it is a blessing in our lives which we so 
often put aside for another timeê 
 
In our Quiet Space sessions we meet in small groups to share a time of quiet and then   
reflect and discuss a theme which brings God into our everyday lives. 
 
If you are feeling ready to find out more about Quiet Spaces please contact Brenda Holden 
tel. 02380474826 or email bmholden84@gmail.com 
Everyone is welcome! 
 

Everyone is welcome! 

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


 

Offering Spiritual Care in Later Life 

Carol Kidd is Anna Chaplain for Harefield & West End 

carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com   07842244876 

 

Carol offers a listening ear to, and shares time with, older persons especially the isolated  

and the lonely, and if needed their families and carers in order to also support them by  

signposting to other help that may be available. 

Initial contact can be made by phone or email and this can be followed by further phone 

contact or if preferred may include a home visit in your own home, in a Care Home or  

arrangement can be made to meet at St Jamesõ Church. 

Anna Chaplains are trained in offering spiritual support to 

older people by the Anna Chaplaincy team at BRF - a UK - registered Christian charity. 

Carol works as our Anna Chaplain in a voluntary capacity and has experience of working in 

the NHS, in pastoral care and in church ministry as one of St Jamesõ Licensed Lay Ministers. 

Harefield & West End Anna Chaplaincy 

is affiliated to Anna Chaplaincy for Older 

People and is part of the Bible Reading 

Fellowship [BRF] a Registered Charity 

[233280] 

 

For further information: https://

annachaplaincy.org.uk 

IŀǊŜŬŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƴŘ 

Easter Goodies  
 

There will be an opportunity to purchase   

your Fairtrade Easter Eggs, Easter cards and 

other Fairtrade goods at church on Sunday 

17th March and Wednesday 20th March. 



 



 



Crossword for March 2024  



Kingdom Kids  

This resource is taken from rootsontheweb.com and is copyright Ê ROOTS for Churches Ltd.  Reproduced with permission.  

https://web.archive.org/web/20160610043147/http:/www.rootsontheweb.com/


Solution for February Crossword 
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