
3Ô *ÁÍÅÓȭ 7ÅÓÔ %ÎÄ 

-ÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлно ϧ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнп 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

2 Corinthians 9:15 
 



Vicky writes éé 

 
The darkest time of the year will soon be upon us, although of 

course itõs never that dark in a city. My parents used to live down a 

secluded lane in the new forest and I was always struck by the  

difference when I visited them. There the deepest darkness  

descends at night. The kind of darkness where you canõt see your 

hand in front of your face. And if you wake in the night, it swallows 

you up making it easy to lose perspective on your life and the world.  

 

But here in West End streetlights flicker in the distance through the vicarage windows. My 

children never used to like the dark. They always wanted the lights left on at bedtime,  

protesting loudly when I went to turn them off. Like many children, I guess, fearful of  

monsters lurking under the bed. So we left the landing light on and bought them nightlights 

for their rooms.  

 

In those early years of parenthood, it never occurred to me to do anything else. I did  

whatever was easiest to get them to sleep so I could go and collapse in an exhausted heap! 

But I read an interesting book about darkness and light recently that made me reflect on this. 

Itõs called ôLearning To Walk In The Darkõ and the writer argues that we are very binary in our 

attitudes to darkness and light, particularly in the Christian faith.  

 

Darkness is seen as something bad, to be scared of and avoided, and so we often use the  

language of darkness to talk about difficult times in our lives. In contrast light is seen as good 

and safe. And of course, Jesus speaks of himself as ôthe light of the worldõ which is a powerful 

image for us at Christmas. 

 

But the book argues that therefore when times of darkness come, which they inevitably do, 

we are not equipped to cope. We havenõt learnt to accept and embrace the darkness and to 

know that God is in the darkness as well as the light. It was an interesting read. Perhaps  

instead of buying my children nightlights I should have taken the time to talk to them about 

why they were afraid and reassured them and helped them overcome their fear. 

 

There is certainly a lot of darkness in the world at the moment and I suspect many of us feel 

overwhelmed by the news reports. But Christmas tells us that God is with us in the darkness. 

Jesus was born into a dark world of political upheaval and uncertainty, a world of pain and 

loss. With all the sanitised images of Christmas itõs easy to forget that. God came to be with 

us in the brokenness and mess, as well as the joy and laughter, so that we might know life in 

all its fullness, and the good news that we can never be separated from Godõs love. 

 

I wish you a very happy  

Christmas. 

 

Vicky 



/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀǘ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎ 

!ŘǾŜƴǘ /ŀǊƻƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ оǊŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘ сΦолǇƳ   
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ǿǿǿΦǎǘƧŀƳŜǎǿŜǎǘŜƴŘΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ  



Church Services in December  
Sunday 3rd -  Advent Sunday 

9.30am Sung Eucharist  

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Communion 

6.30pm Advent Carol Service (livestreamed) 

 

Wednesday 6th
  
- 10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 10th - Advent 2 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) and childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service  

4pm Special Lives Service 

 

Wednesday 13th - 10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 17th - Advent 3 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) and childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service  

6.30pm Candlelight Carol Service (Livestreamed) 

 

Wednesday 20th -10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Saturday 23rd - 5pm Christingle Service 

 

Sunday 24th - Advent 4 and Christmas Eve 

9.30am Said Eucharist  

4pm  Christingle Nativity Service 

6pm  Christingle Nativity Service 

11.30pm  Midnight Mass 

 

Monday 25th - Christmas Day 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

 

Sunday 31st - First Sunday of Christmas 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) and childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service  



Church Services in January  
 

Sunday 7th ð Epiphany 

9.30am Sung Eucharist  

11am Church Alive Communion All Age Informal Service 

6.30pm Epiphany Evensong (livestreamed) 

 

Wednesday 10th - 10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 14th - Epiphany 2 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

2pm Holy Baptisms 

6.30pm Taiz® 

 

Wednesday 17th - 10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 21st - Epiphany 3 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

2pm Holy Baptisms 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Wednesday 24th -10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 28th - Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

 

Weekly: 

Open Church  9am to 3pm Tuesday to Friday 

Morning Prayer  9am Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

Evening Prayer 4pm Wednesdays 

Choir Practice  7.30pm to 8.30pm Tuesdays 

Stay and Play 9.15am to 10.20am Wednesdays Term time 

Church website:  www.stjameswestend.org.uk 

http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk


Diary Dates and Notices for December  
 

Away in a Manger - Saturday 2nd - 10am to 4pm and Sunday 3rd - 2pm to 6pm. The 

church will be filled with a wonderful display of over 30 Nativity Scenes from across the world 

and our homes.  Free entrance and refreshments available in the hall on the Saturday, together 

with a craft stall. On Saturday morning there will be animals from Emõs Farm in the church 

grounds from 10.30am to 12.30pm. 
 

Community Carol Singing on Bentley Green in Harefield on Tuesday 5th Dec at 5pm,  

followed by refreshments in the Hub. Organised by the churches in Harefield. All welcome.  

Cancelled if raining.  
 

Community Coffee Morning with Carols - Friday 8th December from 10am to 12 noon.     

All welcome for hot drinks and cakes and to enjoy some carol singing.   
 

Tuesday 19th December 9.30am - 11.30am Childrenõs Christmas Activity Morning  

celebrate with Christmas story with crafts and activities and lots of fun! Contact Jan to book on 

07519 759269 or stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com. Followed by a short service. 
 

Friday 22nd December 9.30am to 11am all welcome to help prepare the Christingles and 

packs for the Christingle services.  
 

Diary Dates and Notices for January  
 

Warm Cheer Thursdays - From 4th January until 7th March. 10am to 12.30pm in the 
church hall. Meet old friends, make new ones. Enjoy a chat, do a craft, play a board game, help 
with a puzzle. Free hot drinks and biscuits with soup and a roll at 12 noon. Call West End Parish  
Council to request a free taxi to attend 023 8046 2371. 
 

Childrenõs Activity Morning - Saturday 6th January from  10am to 11.30am in the church 
hall. Story, Crafts, Snack and lots of fun! Contact Jan to book 07519 759269 or  
stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com.   
 

Community Coffee Morningñ Friday 12th January 10am to 12 noon in the church hall.  All  
welcome.  
 

Encircled in Care Course ñ 4th, 11th, 18th January - 6pm to 7pm in the church hall.  We 
all offer care the those around us but what does it mean to offer care as a Christian?  This short 
course will explore the Christian understanding of care, how we can develop good caring skills 
and looking after ourselves while we care. Contact Carol for more information: 
carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com or 07842244876. 
 

For your Prayers.. 
¶ For our brothers and sisters in Christ in other churches as we celebrate the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, 18th to 25th January. 

¶ For Bishop Philip, our new Bishop of Winchester and Bishop Geoff, Acting Bishop of     
Southampton 

¶ For all attending Winchester Diocese Clergy Conference from 15th to 17th Jan and for all in 
our diocese 

¶ For our work with children and young people 
 

Weekly: 
Open Church  9am to 3pm Tuesday to Friday 

The church will be closed between 25th Dec and 31st Dec 
Morning Prayer  9am Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 
Stay and Play 9.15am to 10.20am Wednesdays Term time 





A note from the Church Wardens  
 

By the time you read this, we will have held another gardening day as we try to keep up with 

the luxuriant growth after all the recent rain!  There are also some trees that need attention, 

and Scott is keeping an eye out for branches that have died, or need to be lopped for safety. 

We may need to take professional advice... 

 

Diana was interested to read on the 'Odd Socs' page in the latest edition of 'Current  

Archaeology' (no. 405, December 2023) about a new society formed to champion pipe  

organs, (www.pipe-up.org.uk).  She has written before about the Georgian and early Victorian 

West Gallery Choirs, and the fact that the village bands that accompanied them, as described 

in Thomas Hardy's 'Under the Greenwood Tree' gave way very quickly to the 'new-fangled      

organ', but now pipe organs are under threat, as churches and chapels are instead choosing 

to have digital organs and keyboards.  

 

'Pipe up for pipe organs' (PuPO), deplores" the wave of destruction that is sending an  

estimated four pipe organs to landfill every week", and many others sit, neglected and falling 

apart. PuPo is finding new homes for unwanted organs, mostly in Europe, where many 

churches have suffered in various wars, but also in the Soviet bloc, where once-abandoned 

churches are experiencing a revival. They have also placed an organ on the concourse of  

London Bridge station, available for anyone to play, and it's attracting a lot of attention, and 

gone viral on the internet, with music ranging from 'Chopsticks' to Bach, depending on the 

expertise of passing commuters! They would also offer information, advice, and training  in 

organ-care, which could be useful for our organists and our Assistant Churchwarden to know 

about. We are very lucky to have a splendid pipe organ in our church, and very glad that we 

have been able to restore it to its full glory. We need to treasure it! 

 

This is a busy time, as we build up to the time when we celebrate the birth of Jesus and        

remember the arrival of his various visitors. In the Middle Ages, Christians looked forward to 

the midnight service: Cristes Maesse, meaning òChristõs Mass", as it was the moment of      

transition from the days of fasting, to much feasting and celebration, and the words merged, 

with the meaning expanded to mean the whole period around that day, so let us keep Christ 

at  the forefront of our minds as we rush about buying presents and getting ready to DO 

Christmas. 

 

Thank you to everyone who is assisting in any way at the services or decorating the church 

over the festive period.   The Wardens wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Diana, Scott and Noel 

http://www.pipe-up.org.uk/




 

Christmas Activity Morning  
 

Our Christmas activity morning will be held on  

Tuesday 19th December from 9.30am to 12.00 noon  

at St James Church hall. 

 

We welcome all children to join us for a morning of craft activities  

following the Christmas Story. Please note that children under four 

must be accompanied by an adult. The morning will end with a short 

service in church to which all parents and carers are welcome followed 

by coffee and mince pies in the hall. This is a popular event and spaces 

are limited, to book your place or for further information please contact 

Jan on 07510759269 or at  stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

We had fun at our November Activity Morning,  
our theme was fireworks, and the story was based on Moses. We used 
wobble boards for thunder, and sparklers and party poppers all helped 
to tell the story. And we made edible fireworks and firework pictures. 

mailto:stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com


The Advent Wreath  

The lighting of the Advent Ring is a custom that began in 16th Century Germany among      

Lutherans. However, it was not until three centuries later that the modern Advent Ring began 

to take shape. Research points to Johann Heinrich Wichen (1808-1881), head of a Hamburg 

City Mission who created one of the first Advent Rings.  During Advent, children at the  

Mission school would daily ask if Christmas had arrived.  In 1839,  Johann took an old cart 

wheel on which he placed 20 small red candles and four large white candles.  A small red  

candle was lit each weekday and Saturday during Advent. On Sunday a large white candle 

was lit, eventually evolving into the five candles we use today. 

 

Roman Catholics in Germany adopted this custom in the 1920s, and in the 1930s this spread 

to North America.  During the 1970s an Advent Crown was made on the children's television 

programme Blue Peter. Made from four wire coat hangers, gold tinsel and candles. This 

'make' became one of the programmes most iconic, and was the introduction of this tradition 

to a broadly Anglican audience. 

 

The present day Advent ring consists of four candles - three purple and one pink.  A fifth 

white candle is placed in the centre.  As a whole, these candles represent the coming of the 

Light of Christ into the World. 

 

The candles represent: 

 

1st purple           Candle of Hope - represents God's people 
 

2nd purple          Candle of Peace - Prophets 
 

3rd pink              Gaudete Sunday - Candle of Joy - John the Baptist 
 

4th purple           Candle of Love  -  Virgin Mary 
 

5th white             Christ's candle 

 

During the season of Advent no flowers are displayed in an Advent Wreath.  An exception 

was made for the Flower Festival in October 2019. 

                  Joan Earl 



/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ  

/ƻũŜŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ 

ммŀƳ /ŀǊƻƭǎ ϧ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 

 ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǎŜǩƴƎ 

{ǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜƳŜƴǝŀ  

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ  

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜǊǎ 

CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΥ ŎŀǊƻƭƪƛŘŘŀƴƴŀŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

Itõs Christingle time again 
Yes itõs that time of year again! We will be preparing our Christingles in the church hall on  

Friday the 22
nd
 of December from 9.30am, are you able to help? We would love to see you 

there. We are also looking for help cutting out squares of foil in preparation for assembling the 

Christingles, they need to be 5 inches square, if you feel that you can help in any way please 

contact Jan at j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 07519759269. Thank you. 

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com




 

Childrenõs Society 

House Boxes  
 

Please can I ask for your Childrenõs Society boxes to be returned to me for counting.  I can 

collect the box from you if that helps, please contact me on 07519759269 or at 

j.barrett77@btinternet.com 
 

Thank you so much for continuing to save your small change, all those coins add up to 

help make a change in young personõs life. 
 

Here is a quote from the Childrenõs society website: 
 

òEvery child deserves the best possible start in life. However, children in poverty have to work 

so much harder to fulfil their potential. We see the struggles they face every day. Children 

absorb the worries of their parents. They're anxious about money, scared about the future, 

more at risk of being exploited. Our projects workers are there, making sure they have the 

basics, picking up the phone when they call, empowering them to stay safe. But now more 

than ever, we need to come together to build the future that they deserve.ó 
 

There are other ways to support young people through the Childrenõs Society, maybe you 

feel you could support their campaign to create a society that listens to young people. To 

give them a voice and bring the change they need.  
 

Or maybe you would like to visit Give Hope, a fundraising initiative run by The Childrenõs   

Society, there is an online shop on the website where you can purchase a gift for a young 

person.  The thoughtful presents that you donate help these children know that someone 

out there is thinking of them. When they receive one of your gifts ð whether 

thatõs  books, self-care products or educational supplies - it gives them hope for a brighter 

future. 

 

Thank you for your support. Jan 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work/ending-child-poverty/effects-of-living-in-poverty
https://givehope.uk/products/books
https://givehope.uk/products/relaxation-kit
https://givehope.uk/products/education-supplies




Eco Church - Green News & Tips  

As an Eco-Church we are keen to involve ourselves in initiatives that help not only 

preserve and transform our environment, but also change our lifestyles, as we look 

for different ways to ensure that we are being good stewards of creation and  

living a green and sustainable life. Each month we will not only be bringing you 

news of what we have been doing as a church and individuals, but also offering 

practical tips so everyone can benefit from a greener planet. 

Easy Peasy New Yearõs Resolutions You Wonõt Give Up! 

 

A Rocha UK Easy Eco Tips - DECEMBER & JANUARY 
 

Recycle right this Christmas (and beyond!) Since more waste ends up in landfill over  
Christmas than during the rest of the year, itõs a great time of 
year to review and improve your own recycling set up at home.  
 

Make ôenjoying natureõ your priority. From bird watching, to 
writing about or drawing something that inspires you in nature, 
growing your own fruit or veg or visiting an area of outstanding 
natural beauty in the UK - be sure to fall in love with nature in a 
new way this year. 
 

For more practical ways to enjoy, nurture and defend nature, 
sign up to A Rocha UKõs Wild Christian email at: arocha.org.uk/wild-christian  

It's easy to think about all the big changes you're 

going to make in the New Year as the old year 

comes to an endñbut by the second week of  

January, most of us are already finding reasons not 

to keep our resolutions.  
 

So here are six green New Year's resolutions so 

easy peasy that you'll have no excuse not to keep 

themñand as they help you cut your carbon  

footprint, decrease your home's waste stream, and 

improve the quality of the Earth  
 

1.  Never buy bottled water again  

Trade your bottled water for an at-home filtering 

jug and you can help make a dent in the 17 million 

barrels of oil used to make plastic water bottles 

each year; pair it with a reusable bottle and you'll 

always be prepared to tackle your thirst  
 

2. Brew your own fair trade coffee  

Carrying your own coffee in an insulated travel mug 

helps you reduce waste from cardboard cups and 

carrying sleeves ñ which are thrown away at a 

staggering rate of 58 billion each year. Maybe even 

rediscover that Thermos flask in the back of the 

cupboard. 
 

3. Cut back on paper towels  

If you're grabbing a paper kitchen towel for to wipe 

up spills, cleaning your worktop, scrubbing the 

bathroom or keeping your hands clean at dinner, 

it's time to make a change. Instead, invest in a few 

cotton cloths and some fabric napkins; then drop 

them in the wash when you run a load of laundry. 

According to Ocean Conservancy, you can help 

eliminate 13 billion pounds of paper towels that 

end up landfills every day.   
 

4. Remember your reusable bags  

Just that - remember to take your carrier bags 

when you go shopping 
 

5. Eliminate phantom power  

It takes approximately one second to unplug 

your electronic devices that drain power while 

they're in standby mode. You could cut your energy 

bill by as much as 10% annually simply by turning 

things completely off. 
 

6. Become a part-time vegetarian  

Cutting your meat intake in half can decrease your 

carbon footprint by about a ton each year ñ and 

coming up with meat-free meals isn't as hard as it 

sounds. Try pancakes and fruit for breakfast; fresh 

salads or roasted vegetable sandwiches for lunch; 

and veggie pizza, bean soups, and creamy risottos 

for dinner.  



From the Registers 
The Parish of St Jamesȗ West End 

November 2023 

Baptisms  

19th  Harper Rose Arnold 

19th  Hugo Owen Arnold 
 
We welcome you into the Lordõs family,      
We are members together of the same heavenly Father. 
 

Weddings  

10th   Adam Shergold and Sophie Westerman 

 

God is love, and those who live in love,  

live in God and God lives in them. 

     1 John 4:16 

Funerals  

14th  Mary Lock 

17th  Norman David 

21st  R. Granville Mason 
 

 

I shall not forget you. Look,  

I have engraved you on the palm of my hands.  

      Isaiah 49:15-16 

Quiet Spaces  

True silence is a real gift in our noisy and busy worldêit gives us an opportunity to develop 

our relationship with God and with our neighbourê.it is a blessing in our lives which we so 

often put aside for another timeê 

 

During this summer break reflect upon whether God is calling you to join our Quiet 

Space network.  We meet in small groups to share a time of quiet and then reflect and dis-

cuss a theme which brings God into our    everyday lives. 

If you are feeling ready to find out more about Quiet Spaces please     

contact Brenda Holden tel. 02380474826 or 

email bmholden84@gmail.com 

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


The St James 200 Club  
 

Have you thought about joining the St James 200 Club? 

The monthly draw costs Ã5 per ticket which entitles you to have  

5 numbers in the draw for each ticket. Each month 3 prizes are drawn. 

Up to 45% of the monthly subscriptions are dedicated to prize money, the remainder raises funds 

for St James Church. Up to November 2021 the club has raised Ã2260 

 

For more details please contact Reverend Linda Galvin at rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com  

Cǳƴ ƛƴ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 

Local families affected by dementia are being invited to take part in an award-winning       

programme, to help train the healthcare professionals of tomorrow and improve dementia 

care.  

The Time for Dementia programme, supported by Alzheimerõs Society, pairs families  

affected by dementia with undergraduate students, helping to better educate them about 

life with dementia and the challenges that come with it.  

This autumn a new cohort of University of Southampton Medical School students will be    

taking part and Alzheimerõs Society are now seeking families in the area who would like the 

opportunity to make a difference to training health professionals.  

Time for Dementia is a fantastic way for the next generation of healthcare professionals to 

gain first-hand knowledge of what itõs like living with dementia.  

If you would like to know more about the programme, or you know someone with  

dementia and a family carer who would like to take part, please get in touch with us at                        

timefordementia@alzheimers.org.uk or call 07483 926202  

mailto:timefordementia@alzheimers.org.uk


ôNativity Sceneõ by Ann Lewin 
  taken from òWatching for the Kingfisheró 

 

ôCrib figures, take careõ, 

The notice said. 

 

The power of your simplicity, 

Grouped there in silent 

Adoration, could leave us 

Most dissatisfied.  Take care - 

We cannot bear too much 

Uneasiness.  But keep us 

Mindful of the hope 

Embodied in that child, 

Lest we allow it to shatter 

Like a Christmas toy.  Above all, 

Keep us from underestimating God, 

Who, more than anything, took risks. 



òGetting to know youéé.ó 
 

Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c.326  6th December 
taken from ôSaints on Earthõ, a biographical companion to 

Common Worship 
 

Nicholas, one of the most popular saints in both Greek and Latin Churches, is something of a 

mystery. All that can be said for certain is that he was Bishop of Myra, (Lycia in modern      

Turkey) at the beginning of the fourth century.  He was buried outside of his city, facing      

towards the sea. His legend says that he was imprisoned during the Diocletian persecution of 

303-304, and was one of the signatories of the Council of Nicea, although there is no record 

of his name on any of the lists of bishops at the Council. 

 

Nicholas is the patron saint of sailors and children. His legend speaks of him giving three girls 

a dowry to prevent them having to enter prostitution when their family fell on hard times. He 

delivered gifts at night to avoid detection. He is also believed to have raised to life three 

drowned boys, and saved three unjustly convicted sailors from death. 

 

He was honoured from early after his death, being buried in an artistic mausoleum, which    

became a place of pilgrimage. 

 

Nicholas is especially popular in Russia.  In Germany, Switzerland and the Netherlands he is 

known as the provider of gifts to children on 6th December, his feast day.  The modern figure 

of Santa Claus has been created as a figure bringing gifts to good children. 

 

          

     Brenda Holden 





The Blue Lamp Trust  

Offers crime prevention advisory service to 

Hampshireõs most vulnerable residents 

 

They offer FREE home visits providing both general and specific crime and fire            

prevention  

advice to improve home safety. Their trained, police vetted, Bobby Scheme Fitters, will 

visit and carry out a full survey, and as appropriate, fit items free of charge. 

 

They visit residents of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight who are: 

¶ Vulnerable due to age (over 65) 

¶ Disabled 

¶ A victim of crime 

¶ A victim of burglary 

¶ A victim of domestic abuse 

If you, or anybody you know, is eligible (based on the criteria above) and would benefit 

from a Bobby Scheme referral, please enquire via the Blue Lamp Trust website .           

Alternatively, 

you can make 

https://www.bluelamptrust.org.uk/


Life At St James  
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

125 years ago (1898) ð The end of 1898 was a busy time. ôOur School has joined the Elementary 

Schools Football League, and Matches have been arranged with Bitterne, Botley, Hedge End, 

Sholing, Hound, and the Workhouse Teams.õ The school played in red and white. However, away 

from sporty things were a little more serious in church over the Christmas period and ôCarols will 

be sung at the end of the Evening Service on Christmas Dayõ... and not before! 

The new year was also bringing about new ventures for the last year of the nineteenth century. 

ôIt has long been felt that it would be desirable to secure the services of a trained and  

certificated nurse for the use of the Parish. At a meeting held in the Reading- Room on Tuesday, 

Dec. 20th, of those who have kindly, promised subscriptions, it was unanimously decided that an 

association to provide a nurse on a provident basis should be formed; that the nurse should  

attend maternity casesõ.  

Good news that a branch of the Church Ladsõ Brigade (Westend Branch) ôhas been formed and is 

about to start. President: Colonel Willan. Chaplain: The Vicar and the services of Sergeant Warner 

have been kindly provided by Colonel Perkins. The names of 28 lads willing to join have been 

given in.õ Meanwhile, the Girlsõ Friendly Society had held a Tea Party of Members and Candidates 

which ôtook place at Hope Farm last month. Business connected with the Society was discussed 

before tea, and games were played afterwards to the enjoyment of all present.õ 

100 years ago (1923) ð Fifty two candidates from West End, who had been confirmed recently, 

were due to take their first Communion on Christmas Day. The Reverend Sayers pointed out the 

ôThey will then be taking their place among the Communicants of the Parish, and it is upon them 

that so much of the future of our Church will one day rest: let us see to it ourselves that we are 

doing what we can to encourage them.õ He also intended ôIn the New Year [...] to start a  

Celebration at 7a.m. on one Sunday in each month, so as to give an opportunity to those who 

cannot come at 8.õ Wonder how that went? 

The new year also brought with it an explanation of the Consecration Bell. ôIn many parishes it is 

the custom to ring the Church Bell during the Celebrations at the time of the Consecration, and 

we started this on the day after Christmas. The object of doing so is that those who cannot be 

there may know what is going on at that sacred moment, that Our Lord is present upon the Altar 

of our Parish Church, and the blessing of God is being invoked upon this place. The bell rings 

three times at the Consecration of each part of the Blessed Sacrament, and nine times at the end 

of the prayer, so when you hear it in the midst of your work you will know what is going on and 

perhaps may like to join your prayers silently with us, and I hope it may be especially valued by 

any who are sick.õ  

75 years ago (1948) - The Harefield estate was the subject of concern for encouraging children 

to church. ôThe new houses are beginning to be occupied and their children must have someone 

to bring them to church. Will some parishioners, old or young, who regularly comes to the 11 

oõclock service, act as an escort and bring these young people to the Sunday School and take 

them back again. It is not an arduous task but it is supremely important.   



Warm Cheer Thursdays  

Come and join us at St Jamesõs Church, 

West End every Thursday  

10.30 to 12.30.  

From 4th January to 7th March 2024  

Make time for yourself, meet old friends 

and make new ones.  

Enjoy a chat, do a craft, play a board game, 

help with puzzle?  

Refreshments available with soup and a 

roll before you leave.  

Live in West End & canõt get here?  

Call 023 8046 2371 and let the Parish Council 

help organise transport  

We look forward to seeing you  

 



 

THE GIFTõ  

 by Cecilia Ahern  
 

 

 

If you could wish for one gift this Christmas, what would it be? 

 

This is a Christmas novel with a difference!  It begins with a 14 year old boy throwing 

a 15lb frozen turkey through the window of a house where his dad lives with his new 

family. 

 

In Chapter One we are toldêõThis story is about people, secrets and time.  About     

people who, not unlike parcels, hide secrets, who cover themselves with layers until 

they present themselves to the right ones who can unwrap them and see inside.   

Sometimes you have to give yourself to somebody in order to see who you 

are. Sometimes you have to unravel 

things to get to the core. This is a story 

about a person who finds out who they 

areê just in time.õ 

 

This thought-provoking book will keep 

you under its spell and it is particularly 

suitable as a book for a December read. 

Your New Year resolutions may well be 

different from those of former yearsê 

 

I borrowed this book from the West 

End Public Library.  Enjoy reading it! 

 

Brenda Holden 

We are always on the lookout for book reviews, please send in your reviews to        

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to share the likes, dislikes and               

recommendations of books, fiction or   non-fiction.  



 

Offering Spiritual Care in Later Life 

Carol Kidd is Anna Chaplain for Harefield & West End 

carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com   07842244876 

Carol offers a listening ear to, and shares time with, older persons especially the isolated  

and the lonely, and if needed their families and carers in order to also support them by  

signposting to other help that may be available. 

Initial contact can be made by phone or email and this can be followed by further phone 

contact or if preferred may include a home visit in your own home, in a Care Home or  

arrangement can be made to meet at St Jamesõ Church. 

Anna Chaplains are trained in offering spiritual support to 

older people by the Anna Chaplaincy team at BRF - a UK - registered Christian charity. 

Carol works as our Anna Chaplain in a voluntary capacity and has experience of working in 

the NHS, in pastoral care and in church ministry as one of St 

Jamesõ Licensed Lay Ministers. 

Harefield & West End Anna Chaplaincy 

is affiliated to Anna Chaplaincy for Older People 

and is part of the Bible Reading Fellowship [BRF] 

a Registered Charity [233280] 

For further information: https://annachaplaincy.org.uk 
IŀǊŜŬŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƴŘ 



Crossword for December/January  



Kingdom Kids  

This resource is taken from rootsontheweb.com and is copyright Ê ROOTS for Churches Ltd.  Reproduced with permission.  

https://web.archive.org/web/20160610043147/http:/www.rootsontheweb.com/

