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  ôIn the beginning God created the      
heaven and the earthõ - Genesis 1:1   

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Genesis-1-1/


Linda writes éé 

 
The sun is shiningê actually itõs not! Itõs the summer  
holidays and the sun always shines in the summer holidaysê 
actually it doesnõt! No wonder so many of us head off  
overseas to seek the sunshineê and heatwaves and dreadful 
bush fires. 
 

The weather is a changeable and still uncontrollable force and we become used 
to finding ways of ômaking the best of itõ during the holidays. Our rose-tinted 
memories of long hot childhood summers are actually tinged with days when we 
went to the beach despite the rain or climbed mountains surrounded in mist and 
fog only to not be able to see a thing from the top, or sat in a houseboat on the 
Broads, with hailstones peppering the roof and your dad with his fishing road off 
of the stern in the hope that not all of the fish were hiding in the reeds. 
 

The fact is nature is still generally subject to itõs own God-given laws. In fact,  
damage caused by ôan act of Godõ which includes earthquakes, hurricanes,  
tornadoes, and even severe storms, is still an insurance term that describes a  
natural event or disaster where there is little the homeowner could have done to 
prevent the damage. 
 

The fluctuations in nature also give us a chance to really think about what effect 
we have on and how we should be caring for Godõs creation. This should be an all 
year round stream of consciousness, but as always the Church gives us a time to 
focus more closely on this theme during ôCreationtideõ or the Season of Creation, 
which is the period in the annual church calendar, from 1st September to 4th  
October, dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of all life.  
 

The theme for the Season of Creation 2023 is Let Justice and Peace Flow.  
 

The prophet Isaiah proclaims: òListen carefully, I am about to do a new thing, now 
it will spring forth; will you not be aware of it? I will even put a road in the  
wilderness, rivers in the desert (Isaiah 43: 19).ó  
 

From the Church of England website, ôBiodiversity is being lost at a rate not seen 
since the last mass extinction. The futures of young people are threatened by the 
cascading impacts of the loss of biodiversity and a changing climate. 
 

The urgency grows and we must make visible 
peace with Earth and on Earth, at the same 
time that justice calls us to repentance and a 
change of attitude and actions. As we join 
the river of justice and peace with others 
then hope is created instead of despair.õ 
 

So, enjoy the rain, enjoy the sun, enjoy your 
holidays but most of all enjoy nature.  
 

Linda 



Church Services in August  

  
Sunday 6thñTransfiguration 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) and childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service with Communion 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Wednesday 9th 
  
 10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 13thñTrinity 10 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)  

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

2pm Holy Baptisms 

6.30pm Taiz® 

 

Wednesday 16th   10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 20
th
  ð Trinity 11 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)  

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service  

2pm Holy Baptisms 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Wednesday 23rd  10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 27th  ð Trinity 12 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)  

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

 

Wednesday 30th   10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Weekly: 

Open Church  9am to 3pm Tuesday to Friday 

Morning Prayer  9am Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

Choir Practice  7.30pm to 8.30pm Tuesdays 

Church Allotment  6pm on Mondays 

Church website:  www.stjameswestend.org.uk 

http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk


Diary Dates and Notices for August  
  

Children's Holiday Bible Club - 7th to 11th August (see advert and below) 
 
Bible Study Group on Markõs Gospel - 6pm in the church hall on Thursdays 10th 
and 31st August and 7th and 14th September.  
 
Community Coffee Morning  - 11th August 10am to 12 noon Friday  
 
Notices 
 
¶ ôSecret Agentsõ - Holiday Bible Club for children aged 5 to 12. From 9.45am to 
12 noon at Anchor Community Church run by HEWEB Churches Together.   
Ã5 for the week. 7th to 11th August.  Book your childõs place at  
hewebholidaybibleclub@gmail.com    

 
¶ Would you like to visit Winchester Cathedral? We have four church passes you 
can borrow that give free entrance. Speak to the Vicar.  

 
¶ The Childrenõs Groups at our 9.30am service will be taking a break from 13th 
August until September 

 
¶ The Church Office will be closed during August.  Kate will be responding to  
e-mails but not working in the office.  

 
¶ Childrenõs Community Games on Hatch grangeñWednesday 16th August 
10.30am to 3pm run by Youth House.  

 
Please pray for 
 
¶ Those being baptised at St James during August; Roma, Charlie, Phoebe, Harry 
and Poppy and for those marrying here; David and Laura, Dale and Anastasiia, 
and Paul and Julie.  

 
¶ For the Holiday Bible Club, the children attending and the leaders 
 
¶ For Bishop Philip Mountstephen, as he prepares to join us at Winchester  
 Diocese as our new Bishop 

 
Contact Details: 
Vicar: Revd. Vicky Maunder stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com  
Phone 07762673350 or 023 8114 1192.   
 
Associate Priest: Revd. Linda Galvin rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com  
Phone 07934 419302                 

mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
mailto:rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com




Church Services in September  
 

Sunday 3rd - Trinity 13 

9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist  

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service with Communion 

6.30pm Evensong (Livestreamed) 

 

Wednesday 6th 
  
 10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 10th -Trinity 14 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) and childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

4pm Pet Service 

6.30pm Taiz® 

 

Wednesday 13th   10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 17
th
  ð Trinity 15 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) and childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service  

2pm Holy Baptisms 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Wednesday 20th  10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Sunday 24th  ð Trinity 16 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) and childrenõs groups 

11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

 

Wednesday 27th   10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Weekly: 

Open Church  9am to 3pm Tuesday to Friday 

Morning Prayer  9am Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

Choir Practice  7.30pm to 8.30pm Tuesdays 

Stay and Play 9.15am to 10.20am Wednesdays Term time 



Diary Dates and Notices for September  
 

Community Coffee Morning  10am to 12 noon Friday  8th September 

 

Bible Study Groups: 

 

Thursday Evening group looking at Markõs Gospel meeting at 6pm to 7pm in the 

church hall on 7th and 14th September.  All welcome.  

 

Tuesday Morning group meeting at 10.30am to 11.30am from 12th Sept for a six 

week course entitled ôLove your Churchõ. All welcome.  

 

Music with MylesñPiano and Organ Concert 6pm-7pm in church. Saturday 23rd 

September.  Free entrance with a retiring collection. 

 

Notices 

¶ In September we celebrate God as creator and think about our responsibilities 

to care for our planet.  All are invited to join our Eco Church team meeting on 

Wednesday 6th September at 12 noon. There will be a Pet Service on Sunday 

10th September at 4pm.  All welcome to bring their pets as we celebrate  

animals at this informal service. Our Harvest Thanksgiving joint service will be 

on Sunday 1st October.   

 

¶ Stay and Play is back on 6th September and Pathfinders childrenõs groups at 

the 9.30am service resumes on 10th September 

 

Please pray for 

¶ Our Eco group and for climate and ecological justice 

 

¶ Our local schools at the beginning of the school year.  Saint James; Harefield  

Primary; Townhill Junior School and Woodlands.  For Revd. Linda, school  

chaplain at Saint James, and for our schools team and Southampton City  

Mission schools team. 

 

Contact Details: 

 

Vicar: Revd. Vicky Maunder stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com  

Phone 07762673350 or 023 8114 1192.   

 

Associate Priest: Revd. Linda Galvin rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com  

Phone  07934 419302                 

mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
mailto:rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com


From the Bishop Designate of Winchester  
 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
  

Itõs a pleasure and privilege to send you these few words, now that itõs known Iõm to be 

your next Diocesan Bishop. What I want to do is to give you a flavour of what I pray for in 

all that lies ahead ð and I do so by giving you the ôedited highlightsõ of what I said when I 

was interviewed to be your Bishop. 
  

ôAnd now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.õ     

(1 Corinthians 13:13) 
  

It is on these three, above all else ð on faith, on hope, and on love ð that I want my ministry, 

and our life together in the Diocese of Winchester, to be based. 

  

I want to lead us in a renewed dependency, trust and faith in our God. In line of sight above 

my desk I have a little piece of paper stuck on the wall that says this, ôDonõt feel totally,      

personally, irrevocably responsible for everything. Thatõs my job. Love, God.õ I know that I 

cannot do my job ð or at least not with any fruitfulness ð unless I depend wholly on our 

God. And as for me so for us all. We must be people of faith, and trust, and prayer above all 

else. 

 

And so to hope. I want to lead us onwards into a fresh delight, joy and hope in our identity 

as a Church. We should be ð and we must be ð a truly hopeful people, simply because Jesus 

Christ is risen from the dead. I delight and rejoice in the Church of God: I have an  

evangelical heart for the gospel and a Catholic heart for the Church, and I love to lead it 

onwards in hope. 

  

And finally, of course, to love. Love must be the hallmark of all we do, for without it we are 

worth nothing. The task of the Church in every time and in every place is to give living        

expression to the love of God in Jesus Christ in that particular time and in that particular 

place. That is of course the calling of every Christian community, every parish church, but it 

is also the calling of a Diocese, and of a Diocesan Bishop in particular. And itõs my great joy 

to be called to come and lead you in that great work of love. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

  

Philip Mountstephen 

Bishop Designate of  

Winchester 



A note from the Church Wardens  
A big thank you to all those who supported our Radical Welcome course. It was great to have 

a good number of the congregation attend over several weeks and be able to reflect on what 

it means to welcome all and where we are at with this at St James'. One outcome from these 

workshops is that we are going to run a Disability Awareness Course (details will be shared 

when we have this booked). 
 

We have been holding meetings for our various volunteer groups to thank them for the time 

they give and provide an opportunity to work together to make sure that what we are doing 

is the best it can be. At the time of writing our most recent meeting was with our sidespeople 

(the wonderful group of people who welcome all those who attend our services) and thank 

you again to all those who volunteer their time to make all those who attend our worship feel 

so welcome. 
 

Our Patronal Festival was marked with a friendly tea and cake reception in the hall provided 

by our ministry team with an informal  Songs of Praise service organised  by Reverend Liz; all 

those who attended had great fun 

picking and singing their favourite 

hymns and taking part in a St James' 

themed quiz. 

 

Diana, Scott and Noel 



Children at St James  

ð Autumn 2023  

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 

 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ оǊŘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ς .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ŀƎǎ 

фΦолŀƳ !ƭƭ !ƎŜ {ǳƴƎ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ 

ммŀƳ /ƘǳǊŎƘ !ƭƛǾŜ !ƭƭ !ƎŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ  

ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ¸ƻǳƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀũ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōŀƎǎ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ 

 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ мǎǘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ς IŀǊǾŜǎǘ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ 

млΦолŀƳ !ƭƭ !ƎŜ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

IŀǊǾŜǎǘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ .ŀƴƪ ŀǊŜ ǿŀǊƳƭȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ 

ōƻǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ Iht9 ŎƘŀǊƛǝŜǎΦ  

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǎǘƧŀƳŜǎǿŜΦƻŶŎŜϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ тǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ - IŀǊǾŜǎǘ 

млŀƳ ǘƻ ммΦолŀƳ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎϝΦ  

  

 

 

 
 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ пǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ς wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΧΦ 

млŀƳ ǘƻ ммΦолŀƳ CƛǊŜǿƻǊƪǎ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎϝ 

 

 

 
 

 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нƴŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ς !ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ŀ aŀƴƎŜǊ 

Ψ!ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ŀ aŀƴƎŜǊΩ ς ƴŀǝǾƛǘȅ ǎŜǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ       

! ǉǳƛȊ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƛƳƛƴƎǎ ¢./ 
 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ мфǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ς /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ  

фΦолŀƳ ǘƻ ммΦолŀƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ ммΦолŀƳϝ 
 

aƻƴǘƘƭȅ ¢ǊŜŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΦ 
 

ϝ CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōƻƻƪ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ Wŀƴ 

 /ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ ǎǘƧŀƳŜǎǿŜΦŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴǎǿƻǊƪϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

mailto:stjameswe.office@gmail.com


Revd. Emmaõs Ordination 
It was wonderful to support Revd. Emma at her ordination to the priesthood at Winchester 

Cathedral on Saturday 1
st
 July at 6pm. Outside the cathedral there was a busy, joyous vibe 

with Winchester Hat Fair going on and inside the cathedral there was great excitement too as 

the families, friends and congregations of those being ordained gathered to support them.    
 

Sixteen people were ordained at the service which led by Bishop David, the Bishop of  

Basingstoke.  We began by singing the beautiful hymn ôCome Down O Love Divineõ as we 

prayed that the Holy Spirit would guide and equip the candidates for their priestly ministry.    
 

Revds. Linda, Liz and I were amongst the clergy who placed our hands on Revd. Emmaõs 

head, shoulders and back during the prayer of ordination as we prayed for her, ôSend down 

the Holy Spirit on your servant Emma for the office and work of a priest in your Church.õ    
 

Revd. Emma presided at her first Eucharist the next day here at St James.  It was a joint  

service so all our congregations could be together to support her and we welcomed her  

family to the service.  Afterwards we enjoyed a delicious bring and share lunch in the church 

hall.     
 

We presented Revd. Emma with a small icon of Mary and Jesus and the Alternative Pastoral 

Prayers Book which has services which are particularly useful for hospital ministry.   
 

May God bless her ministry richly.  
 

Vicky 

 

 

 



The St James 200 Club  
 

Have you thought about joining the St James 200 Club? 

The monthly draw costs Ã5 per ticket which entitles you to have  

5 numbers in the draw for each ticket. Each month 3 prizes are drawn. 

Up to 45% of the monthly subscriptions are dedicated to prize money, the remainder raises funds 

for St James Church. Up to November 2021 the club has raised Ã2260 

 

For more details please contact Reverend Linda Galvin at rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com  

Cǳƴ ƛƴ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 

Local families affected by dementia are being invited to take part in an award-winning       

programme, to help train the healthcare professionals of tomorrow and improve dementia 

care.  

The Time for Dementia programme, supported by Alzheimerõs Society, pairs families affected 

by dementia with undergraduate students, helping to better educate them about life with   

dementia and the challenges that come with it.  

This autumn a new cohort of University of Southampton Medical School students will be    

taking part and Alzheimerõs Society are now seeking families in the area who would like the 

opportunity to make a difference to training health professionals.  

Time for Dementia is a fantastic way for the next generation of healthcare professionals to 

gain first-hand knowledge of what itõs like living with dementia.  

If you would like to know more about the programme, or you know someone with dementia 

and a family carer who would like to take part, please get in touch with us at                        

timefordementia@alzheimers.org.uk or call 07483 926202  

mailto:timefordementia@alzheimers.org.uk


The Bell  
 

Did you know that Canon F8 of the Church of England says that every church will be given 

at least one bell to ring the people to service?   
 

Our bell is hidden away in a ôtemporaryõ belfry, presumably constructed around 1890.   

 

This bell is important to many people in the Parish, whether 

to announce that a service is about to start, to emphasise 

the moment when the priest elevates the consecrated Host 

and then the Chalice during the Communion Service, to 

acknowledge that a marriage has just taken place or to 

mark a National Event. 

The 2018 Quinquennial Survey urged us to have the bell 

and tower surveyed as, apart from general maintenance, 

not much attention is paid to the condition of the bell and 

its mechanism. 

We engaged a company called Matthew Higby to carry out 

this survey, the recommendation of which is that the bell 

should be removed and turned, so that the clapper strikes a 

different part and that all the hanging and ringing  

mechanism is either replaced or refurbished.  The quoted cost of this is a little over Ã6,000 

which the PCC agreed to pay, but which has since been covered by a generous donation.  

We were required to obtain a faculty for this project, which we now have and so have been 

able to place a firm order.  The work will take place when the contractor can fit it into his 

busy workload.  

 

Noel Becket 



Bible Study Groups  
 

Everyone is welcome at our Bible study Groups, whether you know your Bible well or are 

exploring it for the first time. The Bible is central to our faith but itõs a complex set of  

writings so exploring it in a group with others is an ideal way to gain confidence in reading 

it. Brenda Holden leads the informal, informative sessions and each stands alone so itõs not 

a problem if you canõt make them all.   

 

Markõs Gospel ð Thursday evenings 

10
th
 and 31

st
 August, 7

th
 and 14

th
 September at 6pm to 7pm in the Church Hall. 

 

ôLove your Churchõ ð Tuesday Mornings 

Starting from Tuesday 12
th
 September 10.30am to 11.30am in the church hall.  Meeting 

every week for 6 weeks.  

This course looks at what it means to be part of the church and explores the following 

themes and Bible passages.  

Belonging (Ephesians 2: 18 - 3:19) 

Welcoming (James 2: 1-13) 

Gathering (Hebrews 12: 18-29) 

Caring (Galatians 5: 16 -26) 

Serving (Romans 12: 1-21) 

Sending (Acts 11: 19-30; 13: 1-3) 

 



Eco Church - Green News & Tips  

As an Eco-Church we are keen to involve ourselves in initiatives that help not only preserve and 

transform our environment, but also change our lifestyles, as we look for different ways to ensure 

that we are being good stewards of creation and living a green and sustainable life. Each month 

we will not only be bringing you news of what we have been doing as a church and individuals, 

but also offering practical tips so everyone can benefit from a greener planet. 

Auditing your lifestyle  

WHY? Changing our personal lifestyles is essential if weõre to worship God with heart, soul, mind 

and strength ð and love our neighbours as ourselves. ôWe all need to make a complete, radical 

and honest audit of our lifestyles, their impact on the poor and on the planet,õ said A Rocha UK co

-founder Dave Bookless, ôand to ask God to pinpoint where we should start making changes.õ  
 

HOW? Itõs not always easy to know where to start, or how to get buy-in from other members of 

the family! A personal lifestyle audit helps you identify where you are doing well and where you 

could improve. There are many available measuring slightly different things. Focus on your  

personal decisions at home rather than corporate decisions of the church body, by using the  

Creation Care website.  
 

The seven categories of questions are in the same areas as the Eco Church survey the church  

undertook, so the resources provided will help you at home as well as at church:  
 

 Å Worship and prayer  

 Å Home  

 Å Garden  

 Å Community and global engagement  

 Å Travel  

 Å Food  

 Å Possessions  
 

Individuals can take the Creation Care survey alone and as more 

households participate, the church they belong to, will see the  

collective impact of individual choices. Creation Care and A Rocha UK, 

encourage churches and individuals to participate: https://creationcare.org. 
  

Next month more way to audit your personal lifestyle... 

A Rocha UK Easy Eco Tips - AUGUST & SEPTEMBER  

Help birds in hot weather. Keeping your bird bath topped up with fresh water in warmer  
weather can be a life saver for our feathered friends. Get your garden birds through a heatwave 
when natural supplies, like worms, become scarce, by putting out supplementary food - black 
sunflower seeds, pinhead oatmeal, soaked sultanas, raisins and currants, mealworms, wax-
worms and good seed mixture. 
   

Green your home this Autumn. Tackle climate change and reduce your heating bill by testing 
how draughty or leaky your home is. Find the gaps that let the cold air in and warm air out 
(think keyholes, letterboxes, gaps around the edges or bottoms of windows and doors, loft 
hatches, floorboards etc.) and fix these gaps using the correct materials: (there are lots of 
Handy tutorials on how to do this online). Now is also a very good time to prepare for winter 
by sticking tinfoil or radiator panels between the wall and radiator, as these will help reflect 
heat back into your room during the colder months  
 

For more practical ways to enjoy, nurture and defend nature, sign up to A Rocha UKõs 
Wild Christian email at: arocha.org.uk/wild-christian  



From the Registers 
The Parish of St Jamesȗ West End 

Baptisms July 2023 

 

9th  Rosie - Ray Dawkins 

16th  Hudson Hewitt 
 

We welcome you into the Lordõs family,   
   
We are members together of the same heavenly Father. 
 

Weddings July 2023  

7th   Jamie New and Hannah Strong 

29th  Stephen James and Andrea Griffiths 

God is love, and those who live in love,  

live in God and God lives in them. 

     1 John 4:16 

Funerals July 2023 

4th  Mabel Harrison 

20th  Joan Moody 
 

I shall not forget you. Look,  

I have engraved you on the palm of my hands.  

      Isaiah 49:15-16 

Quiet Spaces  

True silence is a real gift in our noisy and busy worldêit gives us an opportunity to develop 

our relationship with God and with our neighbourê.it is a blessing in our lives which we so 

often put aside for another timeê 

 

During this summer break reflect upon whether God is calling you to join our Quiet 

Space network.  We meet in small groups to share a time of quiet and then reflect and      

discuss a theme which brings God into our       

everyday lives. 

 

If you are feeling ready to find out more about 

Quiet Spaces please contact Brenda Holden.  

Tel. 02380474826 or 

Email bmholden84@gmail.com 

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


Life At St James  
 

 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

125 years ago (1898) ð It seems that August is not only school holiday time but also Vicars  

holiday time. Revd. Charles Patey advised his parishioners that he would ôbe away until the  

beginning of September. During his absence the Rev. J. Godefroy will act as locum tenens, and 

the district visitors are requested to let him know of any cases of serious illness.õ In September 

though the ôevilsõ of drink were explored when ôMr. A. Jolliffe, the Organizing Secretary of the 

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Band of Hope Union, recently delivered a Lecture, with illustrations 

and experiments, upon "Alcohol and the Human Body," to the children attending our Schools, 

the elder scholars afterwards writing an essay on the subject of the lecture.õ I wonder what the 

experiments entailed! 
 

100 years ago (1923) ð  The Revd. A. Gerald Sayer was writing his first letter as the new Vicar of 

the parish. He thanked people for their generous welcome but wanted to highlight a particular 

need with regard to Altar Flowers. Like then, we are grateful for donations of flowers and foliage 

and our new allotment will be a very beneficial source of these things. However, this scheme of 

shared generosity was only just starting. From the vicar, õI have been thinking that there may be 

some among you who would like to share in the privilege of supplying flowers for the altars. 

Hitherto, apparently they have come from the Vicarage garden: please do not think that we wish 

to withhold them, but it is rather a strain on one garden, and I expect there may be some of you 

who would like to contribute: so I am trying to make a scheme whereby the flowers for each 

month (or even for one or two Sundays, in the case of small gardens) could be provided by  

various members of the congregation. Would you kindly let Mrs. Sayer know if you are willing to 

fall in with this idea, and for what time of the year.õ  
 

75 years ago (1948) - Our perennial obsession with the weather was also apparent to the Revd. 

Ivor Machin. ôMy Dear Friends, the weather has certainly not been kind to any outdoor function 

this year, at least not lately, and we are òkeeping our fingers crossedó in the hope that next week 

will be better. Even is the weather proves inclement, we can still have an enjoyable and profitable 

week, [they were just about to go on a trip to Worthing with the Old Age Pensioners] if the spirit of 

happy fellowship prevails, which has been so apparent in the cleaning of the Churchê It was  

certainly a very happy sight on Friday to see members of the P.C.C. and of the J.C.C. on their 

knees scrubbing the church aisles, and maintaining that sweet cleanliness which characterises 

our church building.õ [There was also sun and sea breezes reported from Worthing in the  

September magazine]. 
2 

50 years ago (1973) - Iõm not sure Noel will remember thisê but there was a lot of scaffolding 

up around the church in September. The Diocesan surveyor had paid a visit for his inspection, 

only to discover the ôall the coping stones covering the gables needed repointing.õ A further  

inspection by the Mr Moody, the churchwarden, and ôour old friend, Mr Woodleyõ using  

binoculars led to a fear that the damage was ôworse than the surveyor had said.õ The cost was 

estimated ôin the region of Ã5,000õ not a mere sum at the time, but luckily turned our not to be 

quite as high as first thought. Mr Moody commented, ôIt is our privilege to maintain our very 

beautiful church, handed down to us by our forefathers, and to pass it on to future generations 

in good repair.õ 



The Blue Lamp Trust  

Offers crime prevention advisory service to 

Hampshireõs most vulnerable residents 

 

They offer FREE home visits providing both general and specific crime and fire            

prevention advice to improve home safety. Their trained, police vetted, Bobby Scheme 

Fitters, will visit and carry out a full survey, and as appropriate, fit items free of charge. 

 

They visit residents of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight who are: 

¶ Vulnerable due to age (over 65) 

¶ Disabled 

¶ A victim of crime 

¶ A victim of burglary 

¶ A victim of domestic abuse 

If you, or anybody you know, is eligible (based on the criteria above) and would benefit 

from a Bobby Scheme referral, please enquire via the Blue Lamp Trust website .           

Alternatively, you can make an enquiry by calling the Blue Lamp Trust directly on 0300 

777 0157. 

 

 

 

 

 

Away In A Manger  
 

The Christmas Nativity is an integral part of Christmas, and many of us have a Nativity set that 

holds memories and may have even been passed down through the family. To celebrate the 

Nativity scene, we are planning an event in church to showcase over 50 individual scenes. On 

Saturday 2nd December the church will be open during the day with a wonderful display of 

Nativity scenes.  Further details will follow,  but if you have a Nativity scene that you would be 

willing for us to display at this time, please would you contact Helen Wiseman on 07787 511 

625 or hwiseman@hotmail.co.uk.  All displays will be returned to their original owners on 

Monday 4th December in plenty of time for Christmas. 

https://www.bluelamptrust.org.uk/
mailto:hwiseman@hotmail.co.uk


Up and coming  Writers  
 

A new edition to our magazine this month is an extract from a young writer. This month 

we have short piece written by Nathan Addison age 14 which was published by the 

Young Writers publication. Nathan is the grandson of our church member, Margaret  

Tilcock. If you have a budding young writer in your family and youõd like to share a short 

extract of their work then please do send it to stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

 

To Me in 100 Years  

To me, are you still alive? 

Do horrible thoughts still cover your mind? 

Have you started to believe 

That people are being kind? 

To me, I used to feel empowered 

When I thought of you before. 

But now it leaves me devoured 

And my mind is at war. 

To me, everything has become less clear, 

Is it you or me who wants to disappear? 

Will either of us make it through the year? 

Can all of this be forgotten by a tea? 

Nathan Addison (14) 

St Markõs Academy, Mitcham 
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Seeds of Hope  

During the World Day of Prayer service held on Friday 4th March 2022 at St James Church in 

West End everyone who was there were given a packet of "Seeds of Hope". The seeds that I 

was given were Hollyhocks which flower in the second year, and they are flowering now 

(pictures below). The theme for the 2022 service was òI Know the Plans I have for Youó. This 

service was arranged by the Women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland (Scotland is a 

separate area) . 

                Rebecca 

The 2024 World Day of Prayer will take place on Friday 1st March and is being prepared by 

the people of Palestine the theme is, "I beg you, bear with one another in Love".              

More details of this service will be posted here nearer the time. 

More about the World Day of Prayer can be found at https://www.wwdp.org.uk/ 

 

 

https://www.wwdp.org.uk/


PCC Meeting - Wednesday 24 th  May 2023 
 

This is a precis of the Minutes 

At the first full meeting of the PCC since the Annual meetings new members Mary Blake, Lynn 

Spratt and Peter Littlejohns were welcomed along with Jane Hollingsworth who had been  

previously co-opted. David Forster is stepping down as PCC Treasurer but will work alongside 

Jane, so was co-opted onto the PCC for a year.  
  

The following PCC appointments were confirmed: 
   

  Vice-Chair of the PCC    Scott Langridge  

  Treasurer & Gift Aid Officer  Jane Hollingsworth 

  Safeguarding Officer    Carol Kidd  

  Health and Safety Officer   Martin Hollingsworth  

  Assistant Churchwarden (Buildings) Noel Becket 

  Electoral Roll Officer    Margaret Baker  

  Churches Together Representative Jane Castle  

  PCC Secretary     Sue Overell  
 

Standing Committee for the coming year:  Vicar Revd. Vicky Maunder, Associate Priest Revd.  

Linda Galvin, Churchwardens Scott Langridge and Diana Barnes, David Forster, Jane  

Hollingsworth and Noel Becket.  
  

The list of sides people for all regular services was agreed and the names of the Pastoral team 

were noted for insurance purposes.  Minutes of the previous meeting Wednesday 23
rd
 March 

were approved; matters arising including repeating the successful Warm Spaces initiative next 

winter. The Finance Group had responded to the Diocesan 3-year Financial Plan consultation on 

behalf of the PCC. Coronation Weekend events had been well attended with the barbecue and 

childrenõs activities at the Community Event on Hatch Grange giving a great opportunity for  

outreach. Scott thanked everyone who had helped.  Refreshments between services were under 

discussion with volunteers still required. The Annual Meetings had again been successfully held 

during the morning service with good feedback in general. The opportunity to ask questions in 

the meeting was discussed and use of the screen suggested.  It was agreed to hold the meeting 

during a service again next year.  
  

The Allotment Group had held a first meeting and a plan of work had been put into action.    

Following a request from the Accessibility Group a meeting with the architect had taken place.  

He was generally in favour of moving the font at the west end of the church and had some  

suggestions to make, but had not been so supportive of removing more pews as the nave is wide 

enough for wheelchair use.  Until the Accessibility Group have had further discussions no action 

will be taken. A proposed workshop with the òThrough the Roofó charity may also bring further 

ideas. 
 

Since the last meeting the Standing Committee had approved by email the quotation from Bruno 

Construction for Ã6,432 for repairs to the Lady Chapel roof. Financial reports had been  

distributed; David reported a shortfall of Ã9,600 against budget which seemed serious but  

insurance for the whole year and other one-off payments had been made, including the SumUp 

card machine, new surplices, and audit fees for the annual accounts. Wedding fees and hopefully 

fundraising events will help to rebuild funds. Energy costs had also been higher than budgeted.  

Church heating was discussed briefly; no one having felt too cold during the winter months. A 

generous donation of Ã6,000 had been received towards the cost of maintenance of the bell and 

its housing. The solicitor dealing with the will of Doug Brown (ex-choir) had advised there is a 

legacy of Ã10,000 to St Jamesõ. Changes to the Bank Mandate to reflect the changes in  

signatories were approved. 



Under her Vicarõs Report, Vicky mentioned the Holy Week and Easter services had been good 

and that the Good Friday workshop in particular had been lovely with many children attending.  

Four children had sung with the choir at the 9:30 Easter Day service.  The Confirmation service 

with Bishop Geoff on Ascension Thursday evening had gone well, and Liz Williams and Emma 

DõAeth who have joined us as curates have settled in well.  Vicky proposed a joint all-age service 

at 10:30am on 2
nd
 July following Emmaõs priesting using the nave altar, which was unanimously 

agreed.  
      

Covid Measures were discussed and Vicky explained that the Diocese was encouraging parishes 

to return to using the common cup for communion. Some discussion followed and it was agreed 

to return to using the chalice once good communication about it with the congregation had  

taken place. It was also agreed to re-introduce shaking of hands with immediate neighbours at 

the Peace, but not to encourage wandering around the church. All were in favour. 
  

Vision Day follow-up: The Mission Action Plan group (Vicky, Linda, Scott and Steve) had met with 

a further meeting planned for June which anyone may join. Vicky strongly encouraged everyone 

to sign up for the Radical Welcome Course to be held in June and July. Bible Study group  

continues on a Tuesday morning and is well attended. The Patronal Festival will be celebrated 

with an outdoor Songs of Praise with an afternoon tea on Sunday 23
rd
 July.  A Pet service will be 

held on 10
th
 September at 4pm, outside in the churchyard.  

  

Following a recent incident in the church car park, everyone driving to church will be asked to 

park only in the marked bays and not down the middle of the car park. Those who live nearby 

and are able to walk are encouraged to do so. Improved signage and a map of available near-by 

road-parking will be supplied. It was agreed to dispose of the large square wooden table from 

the back of the church to free up space and reduce clutter.  
   

Mar Thoma have changed from being a satellite church of St Johnõs Hounslow Mar Thoma 

church to being a church in their own right and they now have their own priest which they share 

with another Mar Thoma church. They will have a new website which will now state that St Jamesõ 

is where they are worshipping.  
  

Under Building and Fabric the work to the bell requires a faculty and Noel will place the order 

once permission is granted. Work to the Lady Chapel Roof would commence on 5
th
 June with the 

scaffolding in place for about a week. Permanent LED floodlights costing Ã1032 were discussed 

and agreed; a faculty is required.  
  

A good clear-up day in the church grounds had been held recently but many shrubs need  

cutting back and this will need to be carried out with someone with the correct equipment. The 

Parish Council will cut hedges but only out of bird nesting season. 
   

Carol mentioned safeguarding training asking everyone to make sure that they had completed 

all the basic training required for their roles as church officers. Our dashboard is up and running 

and will be reviewed regularly. The CofE has recently come under the spotlight again and it is  

essential that we are seen to be carrying out safeguarding with due diligence. If anyone requires 

an explanation on the overlap between health and safety and safeguarding they are urged to 

speak to Carol or a member of clergy.   
 

Jane Castle listed the Churches Together Prayer Points, reiterating how good it was to see what is 

going on across the 14 Churches Together in this area. The PCC agreed to a request to help St 

Brigidõs Catholic church produce 800 neighbourhood tea party invitations on our printer. HOPE 

reported that the Christian Aid Lunch had been held in the hall the previous Sunday and other 

events were planned including a quiz on 15
th
 July.  

 

The next PCC meeting would be held on Thursday 20
th
 July. 

Copies of full minutes and documents mentioned are available on request from the PCC  Secretary.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have two reads this month for the holidays thanks to Brenda Holden. 

 

ôEXITõ by Belinda Bauer 
 

This is a really good, if unusual, read for a summer holiday. Felix Pink is 
an unlikely hero in his mid 70õs who never meant to kill anyone, but it 
happened and the consequences result in a very entertaining  
sequence of events with a surprising twist at the climax. 
 
We can enjoy this book with its humour and we are drawn into the 
lives of some likeable characters whose lives are influenced by a  
person who is less likeable! 
 

 

ôUNDER MY SKINõ by Lisa Unger 
 

If you are a fan of psychological thrillers you will find this book 
immensely enjoyable with all its twists and turns, certainties and 
uncertainties!  What was really going on in the lives of Poppy and 
her friend Leyla? 
 
For those, like me, who are less familiar with this type of novel 
you will quickly feel drawn into the story.  We have a young  
widow who is desperately trying to unravel the details of what 
happened around her husbandõs murderê.who was responsibleê
why was he killedê.why is she constantly feeling threatened? 
 
The novel reveals the dangers of mixing a cocktail of man-made drugs and alcohol 
to relieve painê.the product only results in greater anguish and uncertainty. 
 
This is a book that you will not want to put downê.a summer holiday is a good time 
to read it so that the flow of the story can be maintained. 
 
Both good reads! 
 

Brenda Holden 
 

We are always on the lookout for book reviews, please send in 

your reviews to stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always 

lovely to share the likes, dislikes and recommendations of books, 

fiction or non-fiction.  



What do you do when your printer ink  

cartridges run out?  

Did you know you can recycle them by leaving them in the green box at the back of 

church? 

 

Recycle4Charity is a free and accessible used ink cartridge programme, that helps its  

thousands of members raise funds for charity and non-for-profit organisations.  For those 

of us looking to care for the planet, we need to get back to reusing. And, when items canõt 

be reused, we need to find ways to repurpose them. Reusing refers to using items more 

than once whilst recycling means putting a product to a new use instead of throwing it 

away. 

 

¶ 300 million inkjets sold in Europe per year 

¶ Only 15% of all inkjets sold are remanufactured 

¶ 45 million cartridges end up in landfill in the UK 

 

Cartridges can take up to 1000 years to decompose 

 

The lifespan of ink cartridges can be optimised by reusing & recycling them as many 

times as possible 

 

About (recycle4charity.co.uk) ð visit the website to find out if your cartridges can be  

recycled.   

 

The first batch of cartridges we sent this year earned a donation to St James of Ã20.65 ð as 

well as keeping cartridges out of landfill ð so if you are able to help please leave your used 

cartridges in the box.  When it is full we will send it off for another donation.  (Please note 

Toner and laser cartridges are not accepted as part of the programme.) 

 

Feedback from the Radical Welcome Course  
 

We are currently putting together feedback from the recent 

Radical welcome course and will be letting those who attended 

the course and everyone else, know details of what was  

discussed, our thoughts and feedback and how we can take 

things forward. 
 

It was a well-attended and at times lively course, but was  

conducted with great respect for each others views and prior 

knowledge. There are many practical things we can do and learn as part 

of this learning together and we are still eager to hear individual views 

at any time. 
 

There will be some books on topics such as Disability, Mental Health, 

Sexuality, Poverty, Ethnicity, and Gender available in the church Library 

https://www.recycle4charity.co.uk/AboutUs


White Water by Ann Lewin  
  taken from òWatching for the Kingfisheró 

For those who might be considering white water rafting this summer? 

 
Watching that programme, 
I remembered. 
 

Tiny canoes, turbulent water, 
People pitting their skills against 
The treacherous currents, swept 
Along, barely in control; 
Dashed against rocks, rolling 
Out of danger, exhilarated 
But afraid; reaching the 
Finish, battered and 
Exhausted. 
 

I have known that. 
Swept along in fear of 
Disintegration, thrown against 
Jagged obstacles that threatened 
Destruction;  gripped by some force 
That almost strangled hope; 
Calling on all available 
Resources to ensure 
Survival. 

Then, just at the point where 
Disaster seemed inevitable, 
Thrown from the turmoil 
Into quiet water; space to 
Regain my equilibrium; time 
To reflect, and realise that 
In spite of all appearances, 
I was held by strong arms 
That would not let me go. 
 
When currents swirl again, 
I hope I will remember, 
I am profoundly loved, 
And need not be afraid. 


