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Liz writes éé 
 

As I am writing this rain has been hammering down outside, 

which has now given way to a lovely warm day.  Birds are singing 

again in the background.  Such a big change in just a few hours! 

After having been used to the gloom of winter the cold there are 

signs of warmer days to come as the clocks change, the heating 

goes off (mostly!), flowers are starting to bloom in gardens and 

by the roadside.  The sound of lawnmowers can be heard again, 

as can the sound of a football being kicked in a nearby garden as 

children come out to play.  There are plenty of other signs of life emerging from what can seem 

a dark time. 
 

This feeling of emerging into new life is something that comes in cycles in our own lives, and in 

the church life. We have times of darkness and of joy. Of feeling far from God and of feeling 

the warmth of his presence.  We recently remembered and celebrated this in the  darkness and 

joy of Easter. 
 

As we move into May we are invited to join in a different celebration, as we witness and join in 

with both the solemnity and the joy of the Coronation of a new King. or most of us this will be 

the first time we will experience such a historic event and at its centre there is a Christian  

Service where the King will be anointed.  
 

You may already be aware that the Chrism oil (used at baptism and in other rites) has already 

been mixed and consecrated at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. This was made 

using oils from the Mount of Olives.   
 

For the oil to come from Jerusalem was important for the Archbishop of Canterbury, as it 

demonstrated to him. 
 

óthe deep historic link between the coronation, the Bible and the Holy Land.  From ancient 

kings through to the present day, monarchs have been anointed with oil from this sacred 

placeó 
 

In addition he says that  òAs we prepare to anoint the King and the Queen Consort, I  pray that 

they would be guided and strengthened by the Holy Spiritó. (Church Times 6 March 2023) and 

we echo this prayer. 
 

Alongside the use of this longstanding tradition and Christian symbolism we are being asked to 

offer our prayers for King Charles III and the Royal Family.  Some of us will have already been 

doing this using the book of Daily Prayers, (and other resources), from the Church of England.  

These prayers continue. 
 

We have also been asked to celebrate the Coronation locally with events continuing over the 

weekend. We are called to seek to serve others in acts of volunteering, to connect with our 

neighbours in community events and to give thanks to God for the unity in the diversity of our 

nation.  
 

So, as we stop and wonder at the signs of life coming back into our community, we are being 

given a chance, as a church, and as individuals, to make further connections with all that is 

around us. At the heart of the Coronation is a Christian service with all its traditions, but we  

also have an opportunity show Godõs love to all those we meet. 



Services and Diary Dates for May  
 

Wednesday 3
rd
      9.15am-10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall 

     10.30am Sung Eucharist  
 

Thursday 4
th

    Polling Day in the church hall 
  

Friday 7
th
    11am Lincoln Court Communion 

 

Sunday 7
th
 ð Easter 5 9.00am SAID Eucharist  

     10.30am Short Community Service celebrating the Coronation 
 

Monday 8
th

   1-5pm Community Coronation Celebration on Hatch Grange 
  

Tuesday 9
th
    10.30am ð 11.30am Bible Study Group in the church hall  

 

Wednesday 10
th
    9.15am-10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall 

     10.30am Sung Eucharist  
 

Thursday 11
th
    1.30pm Churches Together meeting 

 

Friday 12
th
            10am-12 Community Coffee Morning in the church hall  

 

Sunday 14
th
 ð Easter 6 9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

     2pm Holy Baptisms 
 

Monday 15
th

   2.30pm Dawson Lodge 
 

Tuesday 16
th
    10am ð 12 noon Townhill Junior School visit to church 

     10.30am ð 11.30am Bible Study Group in the church hall 
  

Wednesday 17
th
   9.15am-10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall 

     10.30am Sung Eucharist 

     12-2pm Clergy Chapter at St James 
 

Thursday 18
th
 ð Ascension Day   

     9.45am St James School Ascension & Pentecost Visit 

     7.30pm Sung Eucharist with Baptism and Confirmations 
 

Sunday 21
st
 ð Easter 7  9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) and childrenõs groups 

     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service with Communion 

     12.15 ð 3pm HOPE Christian Aid Lunch 

     6.30pm Evensong 
 

Tuesday 23
rd
    10.30am ð 11.30am Bible Study Group in the church hall  

 

Wednesday 24
th
   9.15am-10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall 

     10.30am Sung Eucharist  

     10.30am Sunnycroft Communion 

     7.30pm PCC Meeting 
 

Thursday 25
th
      11.00am ð 11.45am ð Prayer Time in the Lady Chapel 

     2pm Pastoral Team Meeting 
 

Sunday 28
th
 ð  Pentecost  9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) and childrenõs groups 

     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service  

     6.30pm Taiz® 
 

Monday 29
th
      2.30pm Dawson Lodge Service 

 

Tuesday 30
th
    10.30am ð 11.30am Bible Study Group in the church hall  

 

Wednesday 31
st
    9.15am-10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall 

     10.30am Sung Eucharist 

     2pm ð Oaklands Service 



Weekly Events: 

 

Open Church - The church is open to visit on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9am to 3pm 

and on Wednesdays 11.30am to 3pm. 

Morning Prayer is said in Church on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 9am. 

Choir Practice is in Church on Tuesdays 7.30pm-8.30pm. For more information contact our 

Choir Director, Chris Fay, on stjameswe.music@gmail.com 

Stay and Play ð Wednesdays 9.15am-10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall in term time.  

For preschool toddlers and babies and their parents/carers.  Cost Ã1.50 per session and  

includes an individual snack.   

 

Monthly Events: 

 

1
st
 Saturday Childrenõs Activity Morning - From 10am to 11.30am in church. A Bible Story, 

crafts, activities and refreshments for children of all ages.  For more info and to book to at-

tend please contact Jan j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 07519 759269.  Please note there is no 

Activity Morning on 6
th
 May and instead childrenõs activities will be offered at the Community 

Coronation Celebration on Hatch Grange on Monday 8
th
 May from 1pm to 5pm.  

2
nd
 Friday Community Coffee Morning - 10am to 12 noon in the church hall.  All welcome.  

Last Thursday of the month Prayer Time - Join for a time of prayer for the needs of the 

world, local community and individuals from 11am to 11.45am in the Lady Chapel in church.   

 

Notices and News 

 

Food Bank - donations for the Food Bank can be left in the basket at the back of church.   

Tree Trail ð in the church grounds for all ages.  

Community Service to celebrate the Coronation of King Charles III ð Sunday 7
th
 May at 

10.30am.  This will last around 30 minutes and be followed by refreshments.  All welcome.  

Community Coronation Celebration on Hatch Grange ð Monday 8
th
 May 1pm-5pm All 

welcome to this community event.  We will be running the BBQ, and a childrenõs activities 

stall. If you are able to help please contact Scott, stjameswe.churchwardenscott@gmail.com.  

Prayers for the Coronation ð a beautiful booklet of prayers is available at the back of 

church for a Ã2 donation. This explores the symbolism of the Coronation service, reflects on 

Jesus as the Servant King and has daily prayers.   

Bible Study Group ð looking at Markõs Gospel.  Starting 9
th
 May.  Tuesdays 10.30am to 

11.30am in the church hall.  All welcome.  

Confirmation ð please pray for Joe Kitchen and Nicola Hale as they prepare to be confirmed 

in a special service at 7.30pm on Ascension Day, 18
th
 May, here at St James.  

Thy Kingdom Come ð 18
th
 ð 28

th
 May. Prayer materials will be available at the back of 

church.  

 

Contact Details: 

 

Vicar: Revõd Vicky Maunder stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com or 07762673350 or 023 8114 1192.   
 

Associate Priest: Revõd Linda Galvin rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com or 07934 419302 
 

See our website www.stjameswestend.org.uk for more information about church life.  
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The May Tree Trail  
We hope you enjoy exploring the tree trail which this month is based on the King and his 
coronation. 

At the Welcome tree there is an opportunity to draw around your hand on red, white or blue 
piece of paper, cut it out and add it to the welcome wreath. 

King Charles is a keen campaigner for the protection of the Rainforests and at the faith tree we 
invite you to decorate a frog and tie it to the tree. 

Frogs became the symbol of the action against climate change. 

To mark Earth Day 2022 Prince Charles invited young people and children to write or draw 

something that they would like to see happen to the world to make it a better place. At the 
Thank You tree you will find card and pencils, and we invite you to write or draw your ideas for 

making our world a better place and tie them to the tree. 

The Praise Tree has crowns and stickers for you to decorate. 

There are red, white and blue ribbons in the box at the Worry Tree, we invite you to tie a  
ribbon to the tree as you think about the King and the challenges he faces and the work ahead 

of him  



A note from the Church Wardens  
 

We think that you will agree that the variety of services, courses and other events during Lent 
and Easter that Vicky and the Ministry Team organized and enabled were fantastic? There was 
definitely ôsomething for everyoneõ. 
 

The Wardens would like to thank all those that joined in and /or assisted in anyway during 
this season. This includes all of you, whether you were able to join us in person or via 
Livestream.* Whether you helped to decorate the church on Easter Saturday, read a lesson, lit 
the fire, welcomed the worshippers, cleaned the building, provided refreshments, cut the 
grass, played or sang in any of the music groups, served during the services, preached, 
ôdressedõ the altars and Sanctuary or helped in so many other ways that may only be known 
to you. 
 
We would also like to welcome Rev'd Liz Williams and Rev'd Emma D'Aeth to St Jamesõ and 
trust that they will find the next few months beneficial to their future ministries.  
Diana, Scott and Noel 
 
* If you do still join us by livestream, 
it would be really helpful if you 
could let Vicky or us know, so that 
we can assess the need for this to 
continue.  
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