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Vicky writes é... 
 

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƅƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǇ ǘǿƻ ŘƻƻǊǎ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎŀǊŀƎŜ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŀǧǊŀŎǝǾŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǎƘƻǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

ŘŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ муслǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǝƭƭ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝǾŜ ǝƭŜǎ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳŎƪŜǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŦǳƭ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƭƛǧƭŜ Ǉƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊōǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦ  

{ƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŘŬǎƘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǘŀƴƪ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻƳǎΦ !ƴŘ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ 

ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǾŀƭŜƴǝƴŜΩǎ ŘŀȅΗ   

²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ǎŀŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ƛǘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ 

ƭƛǧƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜΣ ŎǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǝƳŜǎ ǿŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƪŜǇǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ 

ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ CƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŜƳǇǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ǿƻǊƪƳŜƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ  

ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀƪŜǊȅΦ ! ƭƛǧƭŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƻǿƴŜǊ 

ōŀƪŜŘ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŎŀƪŜǎ ƻƴ ǎƛǘŜΦ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ Ǉƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǘ ŘǊƛƴƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ǌǳƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 

ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜΗ 

9ƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎΦ 5ŜŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǝƻƴǎΦ hǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ƛƴ ōƛƎ ǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿŀȅǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ŜƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǎǘƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ Ǝƻ 

ƻƴΣ ƭƛƪŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƊŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŬȄƛƻƴΦ {ƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΦ     

5ŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ōǊŜŀƪ ōǊŜŀŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Iƻƭȅ ²ŜŜƪΣ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ 

!ǇǊƛƭ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ²Ŝ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ 

WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘŀƴǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ  

ŀǊǊŜǎǘΣ ǘǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǊǳŎƛŬȄƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŬŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƴŘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  !ƴŘ ǿŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ DƻŘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Řƻ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀ DƻŘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǝƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ  

ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ƧƻȅŦǳƭƭȅ ƻƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 5ŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǊƛǎŜƴΗ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘǿƻ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘŜŀƳΦ  wŜǾΩŘ [ƛȊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǾΩŘ 

9ƳƳŀ 5Ω!ŜǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀǘ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎ ǳƴǝƭ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ 

ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ ƴŜǿ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ  

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƳΦ !ƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǝƻƴΣ  

ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  

 

²ƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎΦ  



Services and Diary Dates for April  
 

 

Sunday 2
nd
  ð Palm Sunday    9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with Blessing of the Palms, 

      Palm Procession and childrenõs groups 

      11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service  

      6.30pm Sung Evensong 
 

Monday 3
rd 
     2.30pm ð 3.30pm Dawson Lodge  

      7pm Holy Week Evening Service 
 

Tuesday 4
th
     7pm Holy Week Evening Service 

 

Wednesday 5th        10.30am Said Eucharist in traditional language 

      7pm Holy Week Evening Service 
 

Thursday 6
th
 ð Maundy Thursday   

      7.30pm Eucharist of the Last Supper and Watch until 9pm. 
 

Friday 7
th
 ð Good Friday  10am ð 12 noon Childrenõs Good Friday Workshop, including  

      All Age Informal Service at 11.30am 

      2pm Liturgy of Good Friday 
 

Saturday 8
th
 ð Holy Saturday  8pm Easter Vigil 

 

Sunday 9
th
 ð Easter Day  9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) inc. egg hunt 

      11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service with communion and 

      egg hunt  
 

Wednesday 12
th
     10.30am Eucharist with hymns 

 

Friday 14
th
      10am-12 Community Coffee Morning in the church hall  

 

Sunday 16
th
 ð Second Sunday after Easter 

      9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

      11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

      2pm Holy Baptisms 

      6.30pm Sung Evensong 
 

Monday 17
th

    2.30pm Dawson Lodge 
 

Wednesday 19
th
    9.15am-10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall 

      10.30am Sung Eucharist  

      2pm-3pm Oaklands  
 

Sunday 23
rd
 ð Third Sunday of Easter 

      9.30am Said Eucharist 

      10.30am Joint Service with Annual Meeting (APCM) 

      11.30am-2.30pm ôBring and Shareõ Lunch 

      6.30pm Taiz® 
 

Wednesday 26
th
     9.15am-10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall 

      10.30am Sung Eucharist  

      10.30am Sunnycroft 
 

Thursday 27
th
       11.00am ð 11.45am Prayer Time 

 

Sunday 30
th
 ð Fourth Sunday of Easter 

       9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

      11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

      2pm Holy Baptisms 



Weekly Events: 
 

Open Church - The church is open to visit on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9am to 3pm and 

on Wednesdays 11.30am to 3pm. 
 

Morning Prayer is said in Church on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 9am. 
 

Choir Practice is in Church on Tuesdays 7.30pm-8.30pm. For more information contact our Choir 

Director, Chris Fay, on stjameswe.music@gmail.com 
 

Stay and Play ð Wednesdays 9.15am-10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall in term time.  For 

preschool toddlers and babies and their parents/carers.  Cost Ã1.50 per session and includes an 

individual snack.   
 

Monthly Events: 
 

1
st
 Saturday Childrenõs Activity Morning - From 10am to 11.30am in church. A Bible Story, 

crafts, activities and refreshments for children of all ages.  For more info and to book please con-

tact Jan j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 07519 759269.  Please note in April this has moved to Good 

Friday ð 7 April.  
 

2
nd
 Friday Community Coffee Morning - 10am to 12 noon in the church hall.  All welcome.  

 

Last Thursday of the month Prayer Time - Join for a time of prayer for the needs of the world, 

local community and individuals from 11am to 11.45am in the Lady Chapel in church.   
 

bƻǝŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ bŜǿǎ 

Food Bank - donations for the Food Bank can be left in the basket at the back of church.   
 

Tree Trail ð Enjoy the stations set up in the church grounds for all ages.  
 

New Faces in the Ministry Team ð Revõd Liz Williams and Revõd Emma DõAeth will be on  

placement with us from April until September.  
  

Liz is in her second year of curacy training and was priested last July.  She has been at St Lukeõs, 

Hedge End and then did a placement at St Maryõs, Sholing and her move here will enable her to 

learn and develop in a different context.  She is also a Police Chaplain, supporting police staff.  

She has a background in Higher Education before taking early retirement.  
 

Emma has been a permanent deacon for the last 15 years and is now being priested.  She is a full 

time NHS Hospital Chaplain serving in two community hospitals in Southampton and three  

hospitals in Portsmouth.   Before Hospital chaplaincy she worked as a nurse for 30 years. 
  

Liz will join us from 2
nd
 April and Emma will join us from 23

rd
 April.  Emmaõs ordination to the 

priesthood will be at Winchester Cathedral on Saturday 1
st
 July at 6.30pm.  Let them introduce 

you to themselves on the next page. 
 

Annual Meeting (APCM) ð Sunday 23
rd
 April during a joint service, followed by bring and share 

lunch.  At this meeting we elect our church wardens and new church council members.  If you are 

interested in standing please speak to Vicky.   If you would like to join our electoral roll (our  

official list of church members), forms are available at the back of church.  Please return complet-

ed forms by Sat 8
th
 April.  

  

Coronation Weekend ð on Sunday 7
th
 May we will have a 9am said Eucharist and then a special 

community service at 10.30am to pray for the king and celebrate her coronation.  All welcome. 

Community Coronation Celebration on Hatch Grange ð Monday 8
th
 May 1pm-5pm We will be 

running the BBQ for this event.  Please do keep the date free and contact Scott if you are able to 

help.   stjameswe.churchwardenscott@gmail.com 
 

Contact Details: see back page 

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com


Welcome to Revõd Liz and Revõd Emma 
 

From April until September, we will be having two new faces in the Ministry Team.  

Revõd Liz Williams will be joining us from 2nd April for the final months of her  

curacy training.  Revõd Emma DõAeth will be with us from 23
rd
 April to prepare for 

her ordination to the priesthood in July and then to settle into this new ministry.  

We look forward to welcoming them and supporting them on this next stage of 

their ministry journey and to the gifts they will bring to further enrich our church 

life over this period.  

Revõd Liz writesê. 

My name is Liz Williams and I have just finished a  

placement at St Maryõs Church in Sholing as part of my 

curacy. I was previously based at St Lukeõs Hedge End. 

Following on from this placement it has been agreed for 

my training to move forward in a new way, to allow me to 

learn and develop in a different context, and this has 

brought me to St James Church. 

In addition to joining you, I will also be developing a 

stronger Chaplaincy focus in my work as a volunteer     

Chaplain for Hampshire and Isle of Wight Police. 

I have been a Chaplain there for four years and offer personal, practical and spiritual care 

for police officers and their families of all faiths and none.   I find it a very rewarding  

ministry in all its different forms. 

I was ordained in 2021, and priested in 2022 in Winchester Cathedral, having previously felt 

called to explore how my ministry might develop.  This took me on a journey to ordination. 

My working life started as a Medical Secretary to different Hospital Consultants. I often 

found I became a voice for the patient. 

I then moved to Solent University and worked in student support dealing with any issues 

that were affecting a studentõs studies (both pastoral and academic), and found I was their 

voice when needed.  

I then spent a couple of years at different Further Education Colleges in a similar role. 

The skills I developed in these roles, particularly giving voice to others, is something I am 

keen to continue. 

I have had a slightly varied church background starting at the Salvation Army, before going 

to a Baptist church, then to Above Bar Church, and then exploring different Church of  

England churches before settling at St Lukeõs. It was during my time there that I become 

their Curate. 

In my spare time I enjoy playing the oboe and am a member of a small orchestra (Sound 

Worship). We get asked by churches to play at their special services/events. 

 I also belong to a large windband and we hold regular concerts. 



Revõd Emma writesê.  

Hello! My name is Emma DõAeth and I would like to  

introduce myself to everyone in the parish of St. James.  

I am a distinctive deacon currently serving as a full time 

NHS Hospital Chaplain in two community hospitals in 

Southampton and three hospitals in Portsmouth. 

I was ordained in 2007 in Portsmouth, and I have been 

blessed to serve as a deacon in three inner city churches in 

Portsmouth. 

We moved in 2017, after 32 years, from our home in 

Southsea to live up here in the countryside and village of South Harting in West Sussex.  It 

is very beautiful with lovely walks and amazing scenery.  

My husband is called Jack and he works for BAE systems in Hilsea. We have three Children, 

Alex our daughter and twin sons Joshua and Noah. They have mostly left home but still 

come home regularly. It is always lovely to see them. Our daughter lives in Petersfield which 

is very close by. 

I have worked as a qualified nurse for nearly 30 years in different teams and specialities,      

including 10 years as an adult mental health nurse.  Before I became a full-time hospital   

chaplain I worked as a specialist frailty nurse in Petersfield Hospital. I am still in contact with 

the nurses I worked with, they often ask if I would like to come back! 

Alongside my ministry I help in my own parish in South Harting. 

I have been exploring a sense of call to being a priest. After a journey discernment, the 

church affirmed my sense of call and I am overjoyed and excited by being ordained priest in        

Winchester Cathedral on July 1
st
. 

Vicky and her team have very generously agreed for me to come to be with you to learn 

and serve as part of my preparation to being a priest. I am so grateful and excited about 

coming to be alongside you.  

When I am not working, I really enjoy walking, our new allotment and cycling. Spending 

time with my family and friends is always wonderful. 

I am so looking forward to meeting you in April. 

Christmas Tree Festival  
Thinking caps are still on with regard to how we move forward with this lovely    
bi-annual event.  There is a planning discussion meeting on Friday 14 July at       
10am ð at church so please do put a note in your diary.  In the meantime it would 
be really helpful to hear from you if you have been to a Tree Festival elsewhere, 
what did you think of it; did they do anything differently to our festival and if so, 
did you feel it was good or not so good; any feedback, no matter how small, 
would be useful for our planning, so please do get in touch, thank you in           
advance. 



A note from the Church Wardens  
 

By the end of the month, Scott and Diana will have completed the annual check of the 

churchõs property. This list is called a Terrier, which is an old term going way back in history, 

as it used to be a list of the church land, terra in Latin. Itõs now an inventory of all the 

churchõs property, and, although we donõt actually have to count all the hymn books, it 

takes a while to find everything, so we do it in two sessions, the first including Noel as well.  

You will have seen from Vickyõs email that we now have a church allotment, and Diana, as a 

church official, went to the Parish Office to sign for it ð such responsibility! We hope that 

there will soon be a good team of people willing to give an hour or two to maintain it.  

The churchwardens need to produce new rotas for Sidespersons for the 9.30am service and 

Welcomers for 11.00am, but there will soon be a job description for each role, and  

safeguarding training, so this is work in progress at the moment. Thanks go to all those 

who have been doing these jobs so far, and to the people who have been persuaded to 

start! 

There will be another church 

cleaning session coming up 

soon, and weõll confirm that in 

due course.  

 

Diana, Scott and Noel 

From the Registers 
The Parish of St Jamesȗ West End 

Baptisms March 2023  

26th   Oliver Wolf 

   Poppy Atkinson 

       

We welcome you into the Lordõs family,           
We are members together of the same heavenly Father. 
 
 

Funerals March 2023  

2nd   Ivor Smith 

3rd   Betty Pollini 

14th   Julie Gayton 

 

I shall not forget you. Look,  

I have engraved you on the palm of my hands.  

      Isaiah 49:15-16 



SINKING NEDDY  

A Church Buried for 300 Years  
 

Most of us would think it very strange that in order to attend church it would 
involve a ten minute walk through sand dunes and a golf course to find the 
church partly hidden beside the 10

th
 green. Such an unusual approach to the 

church is the culmination of a spectacular forty five minute coastal walk  
before reaching the path to the church.  
 

The church in question is the church of St Enodoc situated between Polzeath and Rock on the 
northern coast of Cornwall. Partly hidden and nestling behind the sand dunes of Daymer Bay it 
offers spectacular views across the estuary of the River Camel towards Padstow. A short walk from 
the church takes the visitor down to the beach where at low tide the sandy beaches stretch almost 
endlessly towards the horizon. At low tide it is possible to walk along the beach to eventually 
reach the village of Rock where a ferry operates across The Camel Estuary to Padstow. 
 

Over the years Joan and I have walked many times from Polzeath to Daymer Bay. After a very 
steep climb up from Polzeath to reach the coastal path it then follows the coast until with a  
sudden turn to the left the vista of Daymer Bay and across the estuary Padstow comes into view. 
After a fairly demanding walk from Polzeath , Daymer Bay offers welcome respite of a cafe and 
public conveniences. The wide wonderful beach offers an opportunity to relax, swim and enjoy the 
sun. The large car park is reached via a narrow lane which in the height of  season can be crowded 
and chaotic. It is from this car park that one has to negotiate the pathway through the dunes and 
the golf course to the church. There is no vehicular access. 
 

The church of  St Enodoc is part of the  parish of St Minver and is the 
local church for the village of Trebetherick. A service, usually Holy 
Communion, is held at the church at 3pm on a Sunday afternoon. We 
have attended the service on several occasions. The congregation is 
relatively small but enthusiastic and welcoming. On one occasion the 
service was taken by the Bishop of Truro, another occasion it was  
harvest festival when the church was beautifully decorated. We learnt 
from experience to give plenty of time for our walk from Polzeath if there was a stiff wind blowing, 
it could be quite exhausting making our way along the coastal path in strong winds. 
 

It is believed that St Enodoc lived as a hermit in a cave possibly in the 6
th
 century. Possibly a 

wooden church occupied the site prior to the construction of the present church during the 12
th
 

century. The church was constructed from stone rubble. The granite baptismal font dates from the 
12
th
 century and parts of the church are Norman. The main construction of the church dates to 

about 1430. At one time the church was known as the North Chapel with St Michael's at Porthilly 
known as the South Chapel with St Menefreda at St Minver. 
 

The church of St Enodoc is situated within an area of large and ever shifting sand dunes. In the 
passage of time the shifting sand dunes encroached upon the church before finally overwhelming 
it. The church was submerged under the sand dunes for some three hundred years from the  16

th
 

to the 19
th
 century. The local population  thought the church was in fact sinking and thus gave it 

the name õSinking Neddyõ. Various efforts were made to dig it out but were unsuccessful. With 
such a parlous situation and in order to keep the church open as a place of worship, once a 
year a priest and members of the congregation were lowered down through a hole in the slate 
roof to perform a religious service. 
 

Finally after being incarcerated under the sand dunes for three centuries the church was finally 
dug out of the sand dunes and restored under the direction of J. P. St Aubyn during 1863 -1864. 
The sand dunes were seeded with grass to give stability. In due course the sand dunes became 
part of St Enodoc's Golf Course. The incarceration of the church under the sand for such a length 



of time had taken a toll on the structure of the building.. The bell tower suffered badly and is 
twisted and crooked. It also occupies an unusual position lying to the north of the church. It  
contains a single bell from the Italian ship IMMACOLATA which was wrecked on Doom Bar. 

 
The church of St Enodoc with the Estuary of the River Camel in the 
background. If you look closely you can see the golf course. The 
crooked bell tower is very evident in this view.  
 
 
 
 
The interior of the church is pleasing and attractive with some nice 

stained glass windows. There are various plaques and memorials including an interesting nautical 
plaque. The plaque commemorates those who lost their lives, Emily MacFarlane, John Shannon 
and Anne Taylor in the wrecking of the brig MARIA ASUMPTA, built in 1885, on the rocks at 
Rump Point on 30

th
 May 1995. There were eleven survivors. The skipper was found guilty of  

manslaughter and negligence and gaoled for 18 months. The attractive plague was designed and 
crafted by one of the survivors. 
 

Due to its unusual history and spectacular location the Church of St Enodoc attracts many visitors 
during the year. The grave yard contains several interesting memorials. One headstone  
commemorates Fleur Lombard who was the first female firefighter to die on duty in peace time. 

 

The most famous visitor to the Church of St Enodoc and who is buried in the 
graveyard is Sir John Betjeman. He had family connections with the village 
of Trebetherick and was a frequent visitor. He was Poet Laureate from 1972 
until the time of his death in 1984. His headstone is plain and simple. 
 
His most lasting legacy is his lovely poem óSunday Afternoon Service at St 
Enodocó.  A very eloquent and beautiful poem it catches the essence of a 
hot summer Sunday afternoon, those dressed in their finery for the church 

service contrasting with those relaxing and dreaming at home, others anticipating their game of 
golf on the Monday. 
 

The following extracts perhaps give some insight into this quite lengthy and beautiful poem. 
 

Sunday Afternoon Service At St Enodoc 
 

Come on ! Come on! This hillock hides the spire 
Now that on and now none. As winds about 
The burnished path through lady's finger, thyme 
And bright varieties of saxifrage 
So grows the tinny tenor faint or loud 
And all things draw towards St Enodoc 
 

Come on! Come on! And it is five to three 
 

Paths unfamiliar to golfers brogues 
Cross the eleventh fairway broadside on 
And leave the fourteenth tee for thirteen green 
Ignoring Royal and Ancient, bound for God 
 
Come on! Come on! More far and far away 
The children climb a final stile to church 
Electoral roll still flapping in the porch 
Then the cool silence of St Enodoc 
             Ashley MacFarlane - Watt 

Sir John Betjeman 



The  April Tree Trail  
This month the trail is based on Poems about our environment. 

We hope that you enjoy reading the poems and exploring the activities in the boxes. 

There are bees and flowers to colour at the welcome tree as we remember the joy that 

spring brings. 

At the Faith tree there are seeds and pots for you to plant and take home, watch them 

grow as you care for them just as our faith can grow if it is fed and nurtured. 

The Thank You tree has pebbles for you to decorate and place beneath the tree to show 

our thanks for the wonder of creation. 

There are daffodils to colour at the Praise Tree, what a wonderful sight they are in spring. 

Dragon flies remind that the world is fragile, at the worry tree you can decorate a dragonfly 

and ask God to be with you when you are feeling fragile.   We hope you enjoy the trail. 

 

Quiet Spaces  

 

We are all facing the challenges of life at the moment...perhaps you long for some time 

away from stress and anxiety? Do you feel God calling you to spend some time with him in 

stillness in the company of a small group from our church community for silence, prayer 

and discussion on a  theme for the month? Perhaps Quiet Spaces might be for you?  

We have monthly daytime and evening groups for you to join.  

 

For more details please contact Brenda  

Holden tel. 80474826 

or bmholden84@gmail.com  

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


Children at St James  
During March the children in Pathfinders and Church Alive have had fun with a range of  
activities based on the bible reading of the day. We started by getting ready for Lent,  
making, tossing and eating pancakes. 
 

The children at a choice of toppings for their pancakes including squirty cream. 
        

           

 

 

 

Our March Activity Morning was based on what is in the church building and what it may 
be used for.  We looked at the stained glass windows and talked about the stories they tell, 
then we created our own windows with sticky back plastic and tissue paper. Next we looked 
at the kneelers, we talked about how members of the church and community had made 
them, we chose our favourite designs and explored what each design might mean. When 
we went back into the hall we made our own woven mats, but before we went back to the 
hall we spent time talking about the bell and when it was used, we even tried to ring it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To end the morning we used greenery from the 
church grounds to design something to place in the 
ôShow the Loveõ heart. The children were very creative.  

 



Easter Activity Morning 

Friday 7
th
 April 2023 

9.30am to 11.30am 

We will be holding our activity morning on  

Good Friday at St Jamesõ Church, West End. 

    The event is open to all children and during the 

morning we will be exploring the Easter Story 

through craft, storytelling and games. 

    The morning will end at 11.30am with a short    

service in church to which all are welcome, followed 

by hot cross buns and drinks in the hall.  

Please contact Jan on 02380476777 

or at stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com 

to book your place or for further information. 



 

Harefield Welcomes Bluestar Buses  
 

Itõs been all change for Southamptonõs buses. The City Red service provided by the First bus 

company has left the city, and Bluestar has stepped in to take over most routes.  
  

For Harefield, and its number 13 service, the arrival of Bluestar is good news.  Local  

residents have been campaigning for a better service, and they are delighted that the new 

timetable brings very welcome improvements, with better frequency, earlier and later  

buses, and the introduction of a Sunday service.  All the timetable information is here: 

https://www.bluestarbus.co.uk/services 
 

Harefield Bus Campaign celebrated Bluestarõs arrival by decorating all Harefieldõs bus stops 

with blue balloons and bunting on the first Monday of the new service, and invited Bluestar 

staff to join them, with Blueberry Muffins on offer with tea! Bluestar managers explain that 

it will take a few weeks for the new service to ôsettle inõ but already it is making a difference 

to peopleõs everyday lives. 
 

Bluestar have a Bluestar Bus app that gives real time information on where the bus is.   You 

can download this and then search for the bus stop/s you use (type its name into the 

search), click it to star it which saves it in the appõs favourites, and you can ôtrack vehiclesõ 

to see where the bus is in real time.  The staff in the Bluestar shop in town (Bargate Street 

near West Quay) are helpful and can give you info and will show you how to use the bus 

app if needed. 
 

It's not just Harefield residents whoõll find 

the service useful, as the bus stops on 

West End Road and Minstead Avenue are 

not far from the A27 which runs alongside 

St Jamesõ Church. Using the bus helps to 

make the route sustainable, so if you 

havenõt already, do give it a go! 

 

 

 Barbara Hancock 

 

 

 

https://www.bluestarbus.co.uk/services


A poem from  ôWatching for the Kingfisherõ by Ann Lewin 
 
ôEasterõ 
 

In the beginning 

The Lord God planted a garden 

Facing the rising sun. 

Adam was the gardener, And all was very good 

Until, worming its way 

Into his mind the idea 

Came that he could 

Do things his way. 
 

And the rest was trouble. 
 

But in another garden, 

The risen Son, Adam renewed, 

Appearing as a gardener 

Brought a new beginning, 

Showed that through Godõs grace 

All can be life. 
 

This poem was taken from ôPOEMS SACRED AND SECULARó for 
the Parish Church of St Eustachius, Tavistock in its 700th  
anniversary year  2018 


