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Frosty Morning on the River Hamble  

taken by Debbie Becket 



Linda writes é... 
 

 

ôFust ter friz, then ter snow, then ter thew, anõ then that 

tunned right round anõ friz all oover aginõ 

 

A Norfolk expression about the type of changeable weather 

that can sweep across the Fens, and which as a young child I 

could imagine one of my uncles saying as he went to try and dig up the winter  

turnips heõd planted on his small holding which were firmly frozen into the ground. 

 

We too have been experiencing a lot of changeable weather lately; with quite big 

swings in temperature and weather, and itõs hard to believe we still have a fair bit of 

winter weather still to come. But there are signs that things are struggling to  

remind us that brighter days are to come. Bulbs poking their heads out of the  

frozen ground, the goldfish in our pond coming up to the surface and taking just a 

delicate morsel of food before retiring to the depths. A reminder that the earth 

keeps turning and different seasons bring us new and exciting things. 

 

I was especially aware of this at our recent Vision Day - a real buzz of people  

wanting to come and share together their thoughts and ideas about how we could  

develop even deeper relationships as a church family representing the varied and 

valued people of God. 

 

What were our passions and strengths, and where our energy should be channelled 

to its best effect, what compassion looks like for each of us, and what we might 

need to lay aside for a season. All of these things will be shared with everyone over 

the coming weeks and months to give us an idea of where God is calling us to  

mission. In the meantime, stay as warm as you can despite the ôfrizõ outside. 

 

God bless, 

 

Linda 

 

 

 

 

Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap 

nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?   

Matthew 6:26 



 
 Whatõs going on at St James Church? 

{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŀǊȅ 5ŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
 
Wednesday 1

st
      9.15am -10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall 

      10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

Thursday 2
nd    

10am ð 1pm Warm Welcome Space in the church hall 
 

Friday 3rd    11am Lincoln Court Communion  
 

Saturday 4
th
     10am-11.30am Childrenõs Activity Morning 

 

Sunday 5
th
 ð 3

rd
 before Lent 9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

      11am Church Alive All Age Informal Communion Service 
      6.30pm Evensong 
 

Wednesday 8
th
     9.15am -10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall 

 10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

Thursday 9
th
        10am - 1pm Warm Welcome Space in the church hall 

 

Friday 10
th
      10.30am -12 noon Community Coffee Morning in the church hall 

  
Sunday 12

th
 ð 2

nd
 Sunday before Lent    

 9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 
 11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 
 

Monday 13
th

    2.30pm Dawson Lodge 
 

Wednesday 15
th
    9.15am -10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall 

 10.30am Sung Eucharist  
 7pm Film showing of Chocolat for the Lent group (evening grp) 
  

Thursday 16
th
     10am - 1pm Warm Welcome Space in the church hall 

 

Sunday 19
th
  - Next before Lent 

      9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 
 11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 
 2pm Holy Baptisms 
 6.30pm  Taiz® 
 

Tuesday 21
st
     10am Film showing of Chocolat for the Lent group (daytime grp)  

 

Wednesday 22
nd
 ð Ash Wednesday     

 9.15am - 10.20am Stay n Play in the church hall 
 10.30am Eucharist with the imposition of ashes 
 1.30pm Ash Wednesday service at Saint James School 
 2pm Oaklands 
 7.30pm Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with imposition of ashes 
 

Thursday 23
rd
      10am to 1pm Warm Welcome Space in the church hall 

 11am Prayer Time in the church 
 

Saturday 25
th

    9.30am Wedding Preparation Morning 
 

Sunday 26
th
 ð Lent 1   9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

 11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 
 6.30pm Taiz® 
 

Monday 27
th

    2.30pm Dawson Lodge 
 

Tuesday 28
th
     10am Lent Group at the vicarage 

 



Weekly Events: 
 

Open Church - The church is open to visit on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9am to 3pm and 
on Wednesdays 11.30am to 3pm. 
 

Morning Prayer is said in Church on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 9am. 
 

Choir Practice is in Church on Tuesdays 7.30pm-8.30pm. For more information contact our Choir 
Director, Chris Fay, on stjameswe.music@gmail.com 
 

Stay and Play ð Wednesdays 9.15am-10.20am in term time in the church hall.  For preschool  
toddlers and babies and their parents/carers.  Cost Ã1.50 per session including individual snack.  
  
Warm Welcome Space ð Thursdays 10am to 1pm in the church hall (until 23

rd
 March).  Hot 

drinks,  activities, and cup-a-soup lunch.  All welcome.   These ôspacesõ are warm and welcoming places 

for everyone who needs a place with free entry to meet up with friends, take part in activities and just be, 
without switching on the heating at home. Everyone is welcome.  Sponsored by West End Parish Council.  
Also don't forget you can phone the Parish Council and they will book and pay for a taxi to get you here and 
take you home. Their number is 023 8046 2371 and our address is St James Church Hall, Church Hill, West 
End, SO30 3AT  

 
Monthly Events: 
 

1
st
 Saturday Childrenõs Activity Morning - From 10am to 11.30am in church.  A short interactive 

talk, crafts and refreshments for children of all ages.  For more info and to book to attend please 
contact Jan  stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com.   or 07519 759269.  
 

2
nd
 Friday Community Coffee Morning - 10.30am to 12 noon in the church hall.  All welcome.  

 

Last Thursday of the month Prayer Time - Join for a time of prayer for the needs of the world, 
local community and individuals from 11am to 11.45am in the Lady Chapel in church.   

bƻǝŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ bŜǿǎ 
 

Celebration of the Organ - The work on our church organ is nearly finished.  You are warmly  
invited to come and celebrate its completion on Saturday 18th February from 3.30pm to 5pm in 
the church.  This celebration will include refreshments, hymn singing, organ pieces, choir  
anthems, some words from Chris about the work and time for chat and to connect with others.  I 
hope you can come! 
 

HOPE Brunch - HOPE are organising a delicious Brunch on Sunday 12th February from 12 noon 
in the church hall to raise money for our chosen charities this year.  Ã8 adults and Ã3 chil-
dren.  Please sign up to attend on the sheet at the back of church.  
 

Half Term Singing Activity Day - The singing project in our church school is going really well 
and now we are offering a Half Term Singing Activity Day for children age 7 to 12 on Friday 17th 
February at the church. For more information and to book see Eventbrite.  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/half-term-singing-activity-day-tickets-507072817447 
    
 

Ash Wednesday ð this important day in the church year begins the church season of Lent where 
we prepare ourselves to commemorate Jesusõ death and resurrection, the events that are at the 
centre of our faith.  Join us for this special service where we are marked with an ash cross to  
remember our fragility and our need of God.   
 

Lent ð please pick up a lent leaflet with details of our Lent course, quiet day and special services 
to mark this season of simplicity and spiritual renewal.  
 

Food Bank - donations for the Food Bank can be left in the basket at the back of church.   
 

Tree Trail - There wonõt be a tree trail during January and February it will be back in March.  
  

Contact Details: 
Vicar: Revõd Vicky Maunder stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com or 07762673350 or 023 8114 1192.   
Associate Priest: Revõd Linda Galvin rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com or 07934 419302 
See our website www.stjameswestend.org.uk for more information about church life.  

mailto:stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com
mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
mailto:rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com
http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk


A note from the Church Wardens  
"A big thank you to all those who gave their time in organising and supporting our church 

over Christmas. It was wonderful to be able to welcome so many people from our local 

community to the Christmas Tree Festival and our Christmas services."  

 

Christingles  
 

It was wonderful to be able to welcome so many families to our Christingle services. 
 

The church was full of excited children, some dressed as angels, shepherds, kings, stars 

and of course Marys and Josephs. 
 

Thank you for supporting the work of the Childrenõs Society. Through your kind donations 

at our three Christingle services we were able to donate Ã928.50 to the charity. 
 

Thank you to the stewards who made the events possible and a huge thankyou to the 

great team who cut 700 squares of foil, tied up 700 bunches of foil, wrapped 700 foils of 

sweets and then put it altogether into bags. You are stars! 

 

 

The St James 200 Club  
 

Have you thought about joining the St James 200 Club? 

The monthly draw costs Ã5 per ticket which entitles you to have  

5 numbers in the draw for each ticket. Each month 3 prizes are drawn. 

Up to 45% of the monthly subscriptions are dedicated to prize money, the remainder raises 

funds for St James Church. Up to November 2021 the club has raised Ã2260 

 

For more details please contact Reverend Linda Galvin at rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com  

Cǳƴ ƛƴ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 



 

 
 

Hope Charity Christmas Card  
 

Thank you all very much for supporting our Hope charity Christmas card, this year we 

raised Ã263.70 for our three charities, The Mission to Seafarers, Mountbatten Hospice and 

the Society of St James, each will receive Ã87.90.  Thank you so much for your continued 

support. 

 

 

 

Our next event is our HOPE Brunch  

A tasty full breakfast brunch is on offer to raise funds for our chosen charities 

Come along on Sunday 12th February at 12.15pm in the church, where you will be served 

this along with juice and toast and jams, teas and coffees. 
 

To book your place please call Fiona on 02380 465592 



Hope Lent Appeal  

TWIN OUR TAPS  
 

 

Some of you may remember that a few years ago we twinned our toilets with various toilets 

around the world. Now we want to support an appeal to twin our taps and we hope you will 

feel able to join us in this, for our chosen charity this year - Tap Twinning. 
 

Today, 1 in 4 people lacks access to safe drinking water. 
 

122 million people still drink water directly from sources such as rivers and ponds. The  

burden of collecting water mostly falls on women and girls who have to make long,  

dangerous treks every day. 
 

Unsafe water leaves people at high risk of water-borne diarrhoeal diseases. Water scarcity, 

made worse by climate change, means crops fail, food supplies dwindle and people remain 

trapped in poverty. 
 

Your Tap Twinning donation to help give sustainable, reliable and affordable access to safe, 

clean water in some of the worldõs poorest communities. It will also be used to promote 

good hygiene including handwashing to help against the spread of infection ð for any kind 

of communicable disease, not just in a pandemic. 
 

To help you save there will be boxes available from the start of Lent, which this year is the 

22
nd
 February. Please feel free to take a box and we ask you to return it for counting after 

the 6
th
 April. Or you can make a cash donation in an envelope marked ôHOPE Lent Appealõ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Flowers in 2023  
 

A very Happy New Year to you all. While 2022  

ended a very busy year for the flower team with 

the long awaited, postponed / cancelled  

Christmas Tree Festival. HURRAH!! Fantastic! 
 

However prior to that the team had been working 

towards Sustainable Flowers status as we  

mentioned in our previous article about not using 

Oasis. We have now nearly achieved that, we are 

still working on how to do pew ends without  

Oasis, but all our other arrangements are now 

achieved without it, which is fantastic. 

 

So what now? Well we are there by using foliage only from our gardens, but need to look 

long term to have more accessible foliage. One suggestion is that is from our churchyard; 

however, this will need to be agreed by the PCC and obviously where we might do this to 

put in the right shrubs. . We will certainly not be digging everywhere or anywhere (in case 

anyone is concerned) and will have to obtain the correct permissions. 

 

Which brings us onto using locally grown flowers. This will be a bit more difficult, but we 

are already investigating how we might achieve this. It is more of a problem as flowers are 

seasonal; we already use the dahlias donated from peopleõs allotments and maybe we need 

our own allotment or patch to start and now is the time. We are also looking at local flower 

farms, although these can be expensive to start with. 

 

Alongside all of this we are hoping to become "Sustainable Church Flower Ambassadors", 

so once again we are looking forward to a very busy year in more ways than one.  

POSITIVITY is our new word. Any ideas or polite suggestion  will be welcome 

 

Thank you for your support.  So please watch this space. 

 

Sue Overell & Lyn Spratt 

Flower team. 



 

Temples, Prophets, Candles, Light  

Childrenõs Activity Morning 

 

4
th
 February 10.00am to 11.30am 

At St James Church Hall. 

Come and join us for a morning of storytelling, craft and a snack  

based around the festival of Candlemas. 

To book your place please contact at Jan at stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com 

 

Dust and Glory - Lent reflections 
A journey of faith, failure and forgiveness 

 

Church of England Daily Reɳection Booklets will be available at the back of the church along 

with our own Lent Reɳection leaɳet. There are diϜerent versions for adults and children 

 

The adult version oϜers a daily Bible reading, a short reɳection 

and a practical challenge, as well as a prayer linked to the weekɅs 

theme. Whilst the childrenɅs version is to help children and their 

families explore how we can live well together, oϜering a simple 

daily activity designed to explore the weekly themes. 

 

Suggested donation of £2 for Adults and £1.50 for Children 

Our own Lent leaɳet is free 





 

WATCHING for the KINGFISHER  

by Ann Lewin  
 

Recently I re-discovered this delightful anthology of poems and prayers on my bookshelf 

and suggested that I might pick a poem or prayer from it for each edition of the church         

magazine in 2023. 
 

Ann is a local celebrity who led our Quiet Day in April 2022.  In her poetry and prayers we 

hear her distinctive voice and her wealth of life experience expressed in a way that  

triggers our imaginations.  Her contributions to our magazine from this book will be 

something to look forward to each month! 

              

              Brenda Holden 

Spring  
 

Underneath winter's struggle for survival 

Life waits to be born. 

After long periods of apparent desolation 

Shoots appear, and colour warms the earth,  

Gladdening the heart with hope. 

Buried beneath our fears, preoccupations,  

Apparent deadness, Life waits: 

The growing is in the waiting. 



 

Warm Welcome Spaces 
These are warm and welcoming places for everyone 

who needs somewhere with free entry to meet up with 

friends, take part in activities and just be, without 

switching on the heating at home. It does not matter 

why you need to visit and everyone is welcome.    
 

The nearest venues, their facilities and opening times are 

listed below: 

West End Library, Parish Centre, SO30 3FE 

Tuesdays - 1pm to 5pm  Thursdays - 9.30am to 1.30pm                                                                                                   

Fridays - 1pm to 5pm  Saturdays - 9.30am to 1.30pm                                                                                                    

Free WiFi, activities, public access computers, books,  

audiobooks and magazines 

St James Church Hall, Church Hill, SO30 3AT 

Thursdays - 10am to 1pm from 5th January to 23rd March  

Free drinks and biscuits, cup-a-soup lunch and roll, games 
and activities for all. Sponsored by West End Parish Council                                                             

2nd Fridays - 10am to 11.30am Community Coffee  
Morning. Hot drinks and cakes 
 

Anchor Church, 26 Quob Lane, 

SO30 3HN 

1st and 4th Fridays  - 10am to 12 noon  
Community Coffee Morning 

2nd and 3rd Fridays - 10am 
to 3pm Community  
Coffee Morning 



 

Reflections from Petrockstowe  

Christmas 2022  
 
Petrockstowe. Boxing Day. Early morning walk with step-daughter Beverley and Megan the dog. 
Peace. Silence. Stillness. Quiet tranquillity. Watching from the recreation ground close to the  
Tarka Trail. The village of Petrockstowe far away, situated on top of its hill dominated by the 
church tower. Time for reflection after the excitement and festivities of Christmas Day. And 
then....the first faint glimmer of colour touching and caressing the clouds. The colour becoming 
stronger and more vibrant. The beginnings of a rainbow. Growing ever more defined and vivid, it 
slowly stretches itself across the horizon to form a perfect arch of kaleidoscopic and mesmerising 
colour asserting its authority across the sky. Strong. Bold. And then....slowly, as if unsure of itself,  
a second paler rainbow forms itself alongside. They stand proud and defined. 
 

The moment is held . Sublime. The clouds move hiding the sun. Such beauty now broken and lost. 
Darkness and rain. 
 

The long climb back up the hill to home, the road and tracks streaming with water. And then. A 
solitary rider on a horse. We stopped and exchanged Christmas greetings with the lady rider. 
Looking into the unfathomable trusting eyes of the horse, feeling the warmth of its breath, the 
softness of its muzzle. Its trust. Its strength. Myself, Beverley, Megan the dog, rider and horse , 
still, quiet, as one. 
 

Time to go our respective ways. On to home to enjoy the eagerly anticipated breakfast and the 
warmth. Then sitting at the kitchen table after a satisfying breakfast, watching many starlings 
twisting and turning across the sky as they head for a favourite tree. The bird table, feeders and 
surrounding bushes all busy with a rich variety of birds all eager for food, each knowing its own 
place. And then, they scatter with the sudden arrival of a pair of lesser spotted woodpeckers. 
Once the woodpeckers have had their fill and leave, all the birds return to their feasting. 
 

The perfect start to the day... 
 

Christmas celebrations had started earlier in the village with a Christmas Tree 
Festival with the Community Church resplendent with many brightly decorated 
and colourful trees. Then in the days that followed there was a well attended 
Christmas Quiz organised by stepdaughter Beverley ably assisted by husband 
Bruce. On the Sunday prior to Christmas day there was the traditional service 
of Nine Lessons and Carols. Friday, the bells of the Parish church rang out over 
the village in joyful celebration of the festive season. Not an easy task as the 
Parish Church is now unfortunately closed without any lighting, all had to be 
accomplished  by the use of torches. 
 

There was a community carol service for children on Christmas Eve held at the village hall, Baxter 
Hall, which was well attended and enjoyed by both young and old. 
 

I enjoyed a couple of evening walks through the totally deserted main street of the village  
admiring the many colourful illuminations on the houses and cottages. And then beyond the 
church, as the road plunges down into the valley, total blackness but another joy to behold. The 
night sky, resplendent with so many stars clearly visible to the eye with so little light pollution. A 
time to stand and marvel at the wondrous beauty of the night sky. God in his perfect creation. 
Time for reflection after a busy day, 
 

After so much excitement and anticipation Christmas Day finally arrived. Not the start we had 
hoped for but dark, threatening black clouds and torrential rain. Everywhere awash and running 
with water. However, by mid morning the rain had ceased and the day became more settled and 
drier.  



I had been asked once again to play for the Christmas morning service at the Petrockstowe  
Community Church, always a delight and privilege. The church still beautifully decorated with 
many attractive Christmas trees from the tree festival adorning the side aisles. Over sixty people 
came to celebrate Christmas day with a number of children present, who were allowed to bring 
along one special toy, a privilege they noisily enjoyed to full advantage. Need I say more! The  
carols were sung with gusto and the congregation once again were very appreciative of  
having.....a real live organist! 
 

A gentle walk back home through the village with the culinary delights and joy of Christmas  
dinner awaiting accompanied with well filled glasses , followed in due course by the King's 
Speech, the excitement of opening presents, time to relax and enjoy the rest of the day. 
 

Later on Boxing Day, after the early morning rain, the day became bright and settled. We decided 
as a family to enjoy a late afternoon walk along the Tarka trail thus giving us all a chance of a walk 
as well as exercising Megan. This would involve a short drive down to the site of the old  
Petrockstow (no E ) station before embarking on our walk along the trail which has a good  
surface, is flat and offers wonderful views of the surrounding fields and countryside. 
  

However, just before we were due to leave there was a call from Beverley. 'Go to the front of the 
house, there is something to see' she said. We walked out and there were two of their neighbours 
each holding a bird of prey, the lady holding a barn owl and the man a  
kestrel. It was a joy and delight to see and admire such wonderful birds 
so intimately. Evidently they look after birds of prey that need help and 
care. The lady looked anxiously at the sky as she feared they might get 
wet before they could get them home. The feathers of a barn owl are 
not water proof with the result that the owl cannot fly if their feathers 
become wet. 

 
 

After this delight we did indeed go down to the Tarka trail and 
parked in what originally had formed part of the sidings of the  
original station. We had a good walk, enjoying the fresh air and  
taking in the scenery as we walked along the trail. Late afternoon and 
the light began to fade meaning reluctantly it was time to turn about 
and retrace our steps back to the car. As the light faded  black clouds 
began once again to make an appearance. We just managed to get 
back to the car before it poured with rain once again! 

 

We enjoyed a further day with Beverley and Bruce before making our journey back home. The 
journey took at least an hour longer than anticipated due to flooding and fallen branches on the 
way to Okehampton.. Then the sheer volume of traffic as people returned from the Christmas  
holiday causing several major hold ups at strategic points. We eventually arrived home safe and 
sound having enjoyed a wonderful week of Christmas celebrations with family in Devon. 
 
 
Ashley MacFarlane ð Watt 
 
 
Post script: In the early part of January the village was subjected to a severe and violent storm with 
torrential rain and ferocious winds. A lightning strike hit one of the telephone masts in the village 
completely destroying a BT box sending parts flying in all directions. As a result of this destruction 
many homes lost their telephone landline and Wi-Fi , internet and mobile phone connections were 
wiped out. In numerous households the router was also destroyed. Good news. BT and other provid-
ers worked quickly and efficiently to restore landlines and internet connections within 24 hours. 
 
 



 

World Day of Prayer 
 

This is a worldwide movement led by Christian women of 

many traditions who call the faithful together to observe a 

common day of prayer each year. More than a 170 countries 

participate in a day of celebration which brings together 

people of various races, cultures and traditions sharing  

together in Godõs word and worship. 

The worship service in 2023 was written by the women of 

Taiwan. The theme is ôI have heard about your faithõ with the bible focus being Ephesians 

1:15-19.   

Our local service will be held in Hedge End Methodist Church  

on Friday 3rd March 2023 at 7.30pm.  

All women, men and children are warmly invited to take part in the service which will be 

followed by refreshments in the church hall.  Please remember the people of Taiwan in 

your prayers, as the country comes under increasing pressure from China, which claims it 

as its sovereign territory although a large majority of Taiwanese rejects unification with 

China.              Betty Wood 

 

From the Registers 
The Parish of St Jamesȗ  

West End 
 

Baptisms  
There were no baptisms during January 

 

We welcome you into the Lordõs family,  
We are members together of the same heavenly Father. 

 

Weddings  
There were no weddings during January 

 

God is love, and those who live in love,  
live in God and God lives in them. 

     1 John 4:16 

 

Funerals - December 2022  
5th December Anne Fowler 

 

There were no funerals during January 
 

I shall not forget you. Look,  
I have engraved you on the palm of my hands.  

      Isaiah 49:15-16 





 

 

 

 

 

 

A  Good Read  

ôHoldingõ by Graham Norton 
 

Graham Norton as a TV personality is probably a ômarmiteõ flavourê.you are either a keen 

viewer or you avoid his appearances. My position is somewhere between the two extremes. 

 

It was, therefore, a surprise and a delight to discover Graham Norton, the novelist!   

ôHoldingõ, was his first published novel in 2016 and it was the third of his novels that I have 

encountered. I had already noted that I had enjoyed two other books that he had written - 

ôHome Stretchõ and ôA Keeperõ. 

 

ôHoldingõ draws you into its world in southern Ireland from page one. The characters come 

alive through his descriptions of their quirky ways and lives. We soon feel familiar with the 

setting and the relationships as the story develops.  Norton is obviously a keen people-

watcher and the love for his characters shines through his writing. 

 

The remote Irish village of Duneen outwardly sees little excitement, but there are                 

undercurrents within the relationships of the residents making for complexity as the story is 

woven with wit and sincerity.  We are drawn into the joy and the sadness within the            

community which gives us an absorbing read. The story 

unfolds following the discovery of human remains on a 

building site which was a former farmêê Enjoy! 

 

Like me, you will probably want to look out for more 

novels by Graham Norton.  Why not visit one of our  

local public libraries? 

 

Brenda Holden 

 

 

Thank you to Brenda who submitted our ôBook Clubõ         

review this month.  Please send in your reviews to        

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to 

share the likes, dislikes and recommendations of books, 

fiction or non-fiction.  



òGetting to know youéé.ó 
 
George Herbert, Priest and Poet (1593-1633)   

27th February 

 

He was born in Wales in 1593 and educated at  

Westminster School and following that at Trinity  

College, Cambridge. His original intention was to enter 

the Anglican ministry, but he followed an academic 

path in Cambridge University and then went into  

politics. In 1624 Herbert was elected to parliament as 

MP for Montgomery, but a year later he left politics   

following the death of King James I.   

 

In 1626 he was Ordained deacon and then he was   

priested four years later and he had a parish in Bemerton near Salisbury. He suffered from  

tuberculosis and only lived a further three years. During his time as a parish priest he was 

known as 'Holy Mr. Herbert' and wrote excellent poetry alongside his parish duties. 
 

Several of his poems are now well-loved hymns such as hymn 790 in our 'Ancient & Modern' 

hymn book, 'Teach me, my God and King' 
 

Teach me, my God and King, 

in all things thee to see; 

and what I do in anything 

to do it as for thee. 
 

Another well known hymn by George Herbert is Hymn 704 in our red hymn book is, õLet all 

the world in every corner sing' 

 

Let all the world in every corner sing, 

my God and King. 

The heavens are not too high, 

his praise may thither fly: 

the earth is not too low, 

his praises there may grow. 

Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and King. 

 

These facts have been taken from a book  called "Saints on Earth 

- A biographical companion to Common Worship" that gives in-

formation about a number of famous people in the Church with 

special anniversaries each month of the year.   

 

 

Would you like to tell us about someone you know about in the 

worldwide Church either in the past or in the present with a special 

link with a date in March? 


