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Vicky writes é... 
 

 

If any of you attended the switching on of the Christmas tree lights 

at West End Parish Centre you will know that one of my daughters 

won the raffle. She is now the proud owner of a large wooden  

reindeer. It was carefully crafted out of chopped wood by one of the 

parish council ground staff and even has a red nose.  
 

They delivered it the following Monday and it has been  

occupying the vicarage porch ever since. After much  

deliberation my daughter has named it Snowy and she is 

desperate to decorate it with tinsel and baubles as soon as 

possible, but her annoying parents havenõt got the  

Christmas decorations down from the loft yet! (I want us to 

keep Advent first; and waiting is an important Advent  

disciplineê.much to my childrenõs frustration!) 
 

I love Snowy. Seeing him lifts my spirits every time I come 

home; and I love Christmas decorations, there is something 

so special and joyful about them. We have lovely family 

traditions around putting them up; a weekend afternoon, 

listening to Andy Williams, drinking a classic snowball  

cocktail (Rob and I, not the children obviously!).  
 

We have some wonderful handmade decorations for the tree from when the girls were 

younger, crumpled and scribbled angels from preschool and lovely knitted baubles from the 

knitting club they did at St James School. Each reminds me of a different stage in their 

growth. 
 

Christmas decorations invite us to remember the joy and hope of Christ coming into our 

world. The Christmas lights remind us he is the light that ôshines in the darkness and the 

darkness does not overcome itõ (John 1:5). He comes into the mess of the world as a 

vulnerable child in a manger so we can know God Almighty and the light and life he offers. 
 

Iõm especially looking forward to the church Christmas Tree Festival on 9th, 10th and 11th of 

December. It will be the first Christmas Tree Festival that I have ever been to! There will be 33 

Christmas Trees to light up the church, decorated by local community groups and schools  

including a prayer tree and a Special Lives Tree with stars in memory of loved ones who have 

died. After the last two years of restrictions, it feels exciting to be sharing some Christmas 

hope with the wider community and welcoming local people into our beautiful church, to 

smile and wonder at a feast of Christmas creativity. I hope youõll come and enjoy it. 
 

Wishing you a very happy Christmas when the time come. And may you know Godõs peace 

and blessing in 2023. 
 

Love and prayers, 
 

Vicky 



Whatõs going on at St James Church? 

{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŀǊȅ 5ŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
Sunday 4

th
 ð Advent 2  

     9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

     11am Church Alive Communion 

     4pm Special Lives Service  

     6.30pm Evensong 
 

Monday 5
th
     2.30pm Dawson Lodge Service 

  

Wednesday 7
th
    9.15am-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

     10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

Thursday 8
th
     Set up for Christmas Tree Festival in Church 

     2.30pm Speedwell Court Communion 
 

Friday 9th       2pm-7pm Christmas Tree Festival  
 

Saturday 10
th

   11am-7pm Christmas Tree Festival 
 

Sunday 11
th
  ð Advent 3 

     9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

     4pm Christmas Tree Festival Carol Singing 
 

Tuesday 13th   9.30am ð 11am Saint James School Rehearsal in Church  

     11am Growing in Faith Course  

     5pm ð 7.30pm Saint James School Christmas Performance 
 

Wednesday 14th  9.15am-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

     10.30am Sung Eucharist 

     1pm Harefield Community Pre-School Nativity 

     2.30pm Lincoln Court Carol Service 
 

Thursday 15
th

   9.45am Saint James School Christmas Service 

     2pm Funeral of Doug Brown 
 

Friday 16
th

   9.30am West End Pre-School Nativity 
 

Sunday 18
th 
ð Advent 4   

     9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

     6.30pm Candlelight Carol Service 
 

Monday 19
th
     10am Christingle making in the church hall 

     2.30pm Dawson Lodge Service 
  

Wednesday 21
st
      10.30am Said Eucharist in traditional language 

     10.30am Sunnycroft Christmas Communion Service 

     2pm Oaklands Communion 
 

Friday 23
rd
    6pm Christingle Service 

 

Saturday 24
th
 ð Christmas Eve  

     4pm and 6pm Christingle Services (please book) 

     11.30pm Midnight Mass 

Sunday 25
th
 ð Christmas Day     

     10.30am Christmas Day Communion 



{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŀǊȅ 5ŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
 

Sunday 1
st   

9.30am New Yearõs Day Eucharist Service 
  

Wednesday 4
th
   9.15am-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

     10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

Thursday 5th   10am to 1pm ôWarm Spaceõ in the church hall 
 

Friday 6
th

    11am Lincoln Court Holy Communion 
 

Saturday 7
th   

10am-11.30am Childrenõs Activity Morning 
 

Sunday 8
th
 - Epiphany 

     9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

     11am Church Alive All Age Service 

     6.30pm Epiphany Evensong 
 

Wednesday 11
th
   9.15am-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

     10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

Thursday 12
th
    10am to 1pm ôWarm Spaceõ in the church hall 

     1.30pm Churches Together 

     2pm Speedwell Court Communion 
 

Friday 13
th
     10.30am-12 noon Community Coffee Morning in the church hall  

 

Sunday 15
th
 ð 2

nd
 Sunday of Epiphany     

     9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

     2pm Holy Baptisms 

     6.30pm Sung Evensong 
 

Wednesday 18
th
   9.15am-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

     10.30am Sung Eucharist  
 

Thursday 19
th
    10am CPR Workshop 

 

     10am to 1pm ôWarm Spaceõ in the church 

Saturday 21
st
    10am to 12 noon Church Vision Morning   

 

Sunday 22
nd
 - 3

rd
 Sunday of Epiphany 

     9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

     2pm Holy Baptisms 

     6.30pm  Taiz® 
 

Wednesday 25th  9.15am-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

     10.30am Sung Eucharist  

     10.30am Sunnycroft Communion  

     2.00pm Oaklands Service 

Thursday 26
th
    10am to 1pm ôWarm Spaceõ in the church hall 

     2pm ð 3.30pm Pastoral Team Meeting 
 

Sunday 29
th
 ð Presentation of Christ in the Temple   

     9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 



Weekly Events: 

 

Open Church - The church is open to visit on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9am to 3pm 

and on Wednesdays 11.30am to 3pm. 

Morning Prayer is said in Church on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 9am. 

Choir Practice is in Church on Tuesdays 7.30pm-8.30pm. For more information contact our 

Choir Director, Chris Fay, on stjameswe.music@gmail.com 

Stay and Play ð Wednesdays 9.15am-10.30am in term time in the church hall.  For preschool 

toddlers and babies and their parents/carers.  Cost Ã1.50 per session and includes an  

individual snack.   

 

Monthly Events: 

1
st
 Saturday Childrenõs Activity Morning - From 10am to 11.30am in church. (This month 7

th
)  

A short interactive talk, crafts and refreshments for children of all ages.  For more info and to 

book to attend please contact Jan at stjameswechildrenswork@gmail.com or 07519 759269.  

2
nd
 Friday Community Coffee Morning - 10.30am to 12 noon in the church hall.  All are  

welcome. No coffee morning in December because of the Christmas Tree Festival. Back on 13
th
    

January.   

Last Thursday of the month Prayer Time - Join for a time of prayer for the needs of the 

world, local community and individuals from 11am to 11.45am in the Lady Chapel in church.   

 

Notices and News 

ôWarm Spaceõ ð in these financially challenging times the church hall will be available as a 

ôsafe warm spaceõ on Thursdays from 5
th
 January until 23

rd
 March.  Hot drinks, puzzles, games 

and books available.  All welcome.  

Food Bank - donations for the Food Bank can be left in the basket at the back of church.   

Tree Trail - Enjoy our December Tree trail in the church grounds.  There wonõt be a tree trail 

during January and February it will be back in March.   

Flower Arranging Team ð meet on Friday mornings to do the flowers.  To find out more    

contact the vicar.  

Anna Chaplain ð we have an Anna Chaplain at the church, Carol Kidd, who offers support to 

older people in the community of all faiths and none.  To contact her call 07842 244876 or   

carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com  

Can we pray for you?  Or a situation or person you are concerned about?  Please leave a note 

on the prayer board in the Lady Chapel (down the right hand side of the church). 

 

Contact Details: 

Vicar: Revõd Vicky Maunder stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com or 07762673350 or 023 8114 1192.   

 

Associate Priest: Revõd Linda Galvin rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com or 07934 419302 

 

See our website www.stjameswestend.org.uk for more information about church life.  

 

Enjoy our parish magazine ð available on the home page of our website.  

 

Everyone is very welcome!  

mailto:carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com
mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
mailto:rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com
http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk




A note from the Church Wardens  
A few sturdy people braved the rain on the afternoon of November 5th and did a lot of tidying 

up, particularly of fallen leaves, which can be a hazard on paths and to the drainage around the 

buildings. A warming cuppa was most welcome!  We are grateful to Maura and Alan for  

continuing to clear the path from our car park to the church, and we hope that the local council 

might be able to help with some trimming.  
 

Have you noticed the new noticeboard?  It's now in place on West End Road, in front of the 

hedge, so people reading it no longer get scratched by the holly and brambles. Four glass 

fronted boxes have plenty of room for posters, so we can really keep our information up to 

date.  Many thanks go to the anonymous donor who has provided the funding for this. 
 

We are now a Bronze Award Eco-church!  We had to complete a Survey on 5 topics, and here 

are our scores: Worship & Teaching : GOLD; Buildings: Silver; Land : Silver; Community & Global 

Engagement: Bronze;  Lifestyle : Bronze.  So there are a lot of areas in which we're doing well, 

but there is plenty of room for improvement, and it shouldn't be too difficult to move up to a 

Silver Award.  Perhaps we could hold some events that include the community in recycling 

etc.  How about a clothes swap, or something similar? We also need to consider our individual 

lifestyles in terms of saving energy and reducing our carbon footprint.  If anyone would like to 

run an event, or to join the small team working on making our church and its people more           

ecologically aware, you would be most welcome- contact Diana. 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott & Diana (Churchwardens) 

 

and Noel (Assistant Churchwarden)  

We Are Officially An Eco -Church  
 

Great news!  At the end of November we heard we had been awarded an A Rocha Bronze 

Eco Church award. Well done to everyone involved with this.  Some of the things that con-

tributed to the award were... the bug hotel in the church grounds we set up a few years ago; 

reducing our printing; improving our recycling; the flower team giving up using  

Oasis and sourcing local flowers; our young people doing a survey of the church 

grounds...  Now we'll work towards the silver and gold awards.   
 

Find out more about the award scheme here Eco Church - An A Rocha 

UK Project.  

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/




The December Tree Trail  
This month the tree trail is based on  

some our Christmas Traditions. 

We hope you enjoy the trail and the activities, 

which include decorating stocking shapes,  

Christmas trees and nativity figures,  

you are also invited to  

tie baubles to the welcome tree  

and decorate a willow heart. 

What is your favourite Christmas tradition? 

Letõs celebrate  

Christmas  

at St James 



 Christingles and The Childrenõs Society 
 

The Christingle is a treasured part of our Christmas celebrations each year. However, this     

annual lighting of a candle can be so much more. How might it become a flame of happiness 

and hope that is passed on to others every single day?  
 

This continues to be an ongoing challenge for many, in particular for those among whom The 

Childrenõs Society works. Loneliness, depression and hardship put a good childhood out of 

reach for so many, if they are not offered practical expressions of compassion and support.  
 

The flickering flame of a candle isnõt just there to give us a warm glow and to make us feel 

good once a year. This would be like keeping the light to ourselves ôunder a basketõ, as Jesus 

warns us. Instead, The Childrenõs Society Christingle light is for passing on, so that it can     

displace the darkness of unhappiness, fear and despair among children and young people all 

year long. 
 

 Godõs multicoloured light became the tiny light of a baby at Christmas so that Jesus could 

shine Godõs light into and through us, bringing to life a variety of gifts and fruits of the Spirit 

that can light up the world. 
 

Christingle symbols include Godõs red ribbon of love around the world and Godõs good gifts 

in creation. But this Christingle is not complete. God sent Jesus not just for a one-off visit, but 

rather God planned by the Holy Spirit to pass on his light to each and every one of us in every 

place. The light of the Christingle candle can go on forever, if we become the candles! 
 

We are to be the light now that brings Godõs love and healing to the world through us,  

bringing to life a variety of gifts and fruits of the Spirit that can light up the world. Thank you,     

Jesus, that you are the light of the world and that you have passed on that light to us through 

your cross and resurrection. We are the light of Christ for the world.  
 

Thank you, Jesus, that your light is shining through the work of The Childrenõs Society,      

bringing hope and happiness to children and young people in dark times. We are the light of 

Christ for the world. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you to one of our three Christingle services this year, please 

note that it is important to book for the service that you would like to attend as numbers are 

restricted, all proceeds from these services will go to the Childrenõs Society. 

 

/ƘǊƛǎǝƴƎƭŜ bŀǝǾƛǘȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
 

CǊƛŘŀȅ ноǊŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ - сǇƳ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ - пǇƳ ŀƴŘ сǇƳ  

 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǝǾƛǘȅ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ōƻƻƪ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŜǾŜƴǘōǊƛǘŜΦŎƻΦǳƪκŜκŎƘǊƛǎǝƴƎƭŜ-ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ-ǝŎƪŜǘǎ-пслорнллпнот 



From the Registers 
The Parish of St Jamesȗ West 

End 
November 2022 

Baptisms   

6th November - Reggie Albert Thomas Cottrell 

20th November - Orla McDermott         

We welcome you into the Lordõs family,    

We are members together of the same heavenly Father. 

Weddings 

25th November - Charlotte-May Moss & Stephen Hammond 
God is love, and those who live in love, live in God  

and God lives in them. 1 John 4:16 

Funerals  

14th November - Trevor Wilmshurst 

25th November - Peter Briggs (Burial of Ashes) 
          I shall not forget you. Look,  

          I have engraved you on the palm of my hands.  

          Isaiah 49:15-16 

 

 

 

Itõs time to get ready for Christingle again. 

Please can you help, we will be preparing about 700 Christingles 

on Monday 19
th
 December from 10 am. 

We will be really grateful for any help that you give. 

We are also asking for help cutting out squares of tin foil, is this 

something that you could do? 

 Do let me know if you feel you can help. 

Jan at j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 07519759269 

Thank you.  

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com


The Formation Of Our Parish  

almost two centuries ago  
 

On a very wet and stormy Sunday afternoon in late October, four members of our  

congregation (Jane Castle, Mary Blake, Debbie and myself) joined the annual meeting of the 

Friends of St Maryõs, South Stoneham to hear a fascinating talk of the origins of our parish 

and to share a cream tea. 

The ancient building (parts of which date back to Norman times) is in desperate need of 

some TLC and they are in the middle of a fundraising campaign to raise Ã200,000 for roof 

repairs, which was very pertinent when the storm hit as we made our way home! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The parish of St Maryõs Church (pictured) once embraced a huge area encompassing         

Bitterne, Eastleigh, West End, Portswood and down to the walls of Southampton. 

During the talk we were shown excerpts of Orders in Parliament showing how this parish 

was gradually divided over time. St Jamesõ, West End was the first daughter parish, the stone 

of the original chapel being laid in 1836. Between then and 1994, the area continued to be 

divided, with a total of 13 churches being built to serve nine new parishes - West End,  

Highfield, Bitterne, Bitterne Park, St Denys, Eastleigh, Thornhill, Boyatt Wood and Hedge 

End. Several of the parishes have since been subdivided - Hedge End, St Johnõs and St 

Lukeõs for example - or had their boundaries altered. West End has remained pretty much as 

established and is the largest of all the ônewõ parishes. 

If you want to know more (and who wouldnõt!), it is worth visiting St Maryõs where they have 

a couple of fact filled information boards on the subject. It is a delightful church, to which 

several of the St Jamesõ family have connections. It was in this church that we had our  

wedding banns read, David was baptised and Vicky had several important events here ð do 

ask her! 

Debbie and I intend to visit all the churches which developed from this ancient parish & you 

never know, there may be a follow up article some time in the future!    

Noel Becket 



Have you visited our Church Library?  There are plenty of books to borrow and enjoy, 

here is a taste of one you could pick upéééé. 

ôA Fruitful Lifeõ  

Abiding in Christ as seen in John 15  

by Tony Horsfall   
 

It has been a great pleasure to read and make notes on this book that has been published by 
the Bible Reading Fellowship.  The author gradually leads us through the beautiful and well-
known passage in John chapter 15 on ôThe Vineõ teasing out its meaning for us as we seek to be 
fruitful in our lives. 
 

The chapters are short and focus on different, specified verses from John 15.  Each chapter  
concludes with a poem by Barbara Parsons which picks up the theme of the chapter.  After a 
cluster of linked chapters we are led to questions for reflection for individuals and groups. 
 

The seven themes for the chapters are: 
  

The lesson of the vine:  chosen for a reason 
The allegory of the vine:  learning from nature 
The tending of the vine:  knowing how God works 
The secret of the vine:  the key to everything 
The life of the vine:  receiving the sap 
The harvest of the vine:  natural outcomes 
The challenge of the vine:  learning the lessons 
 

One of the chapters is on the discipline of scripture and this is the poem at the end of it: 
 

Some communications 
Should be studied with utmost care: 
A map; 
Battle orders: 
A love letter. 
 

Neglect to read a map 
And you will lose your way; 
 

Ignore battle orders 
And you will suffer defeat; 
 

Leave a love letter unread, 
And you may never know 
How greatly you are loved. 
 

The Bible is Godõs communication to me. 
Neglect it - I will lose my way. 
Ignore it - I will be defeated. 
 

Worst of all, 
Unread, 
I may never know 
How greatly I am loved. 
 

A poem by Barbara Parsons 
 
I can strongly recommend this book!             Brenda Holden 



A Typical Day As An Anna Chaplain  

by Carol Kidd  

 
A day as an Anna Chaplain can include preparing and leading a care home or sheltered   

housing service, making ôbuddyõ phone calls, liaising with Care Navigators regarding a referral 
via social prescribing, network meetings with the pastoral team or other chaplains and  

making home visits to provide company and a listening ear, which sometimes includes end of 
life or bereavement support.' 

 
'The variety of the role makes being an Anna Chaplain so 

meaningful. It is both humbling and inspiring to encounter 
and serve older persons from such a wide range of  
backgrounds and living within so many differing  

circumstances.' 
 

Carol describes coming alongside people living with  
dementia, being with another someone who 'due to a stroke 

can no longer write but asks for help filling in the answers 
they know to a cryptic crossword.' Or, for instance, she might spend time with 'a blind 102-

year-old who has so many wonderful stories to tell but insists they do not want to ôbe here 
anymoreõ, or with a person 'frail in body, but sharp of mind' who is a younger care home  

resident and who resents their family ôputting them awayõ. 
 

In all such circumstances an Anna Chaplain has to think on their feet; try and find the right 
words, or even display the courage to stay silent and just hold someone's hand... if that 
seems the appropriate thing to do. Carol makes clear what a privilege she feels it is to serve 
in such a way and that being sent by her church she can be confident that Jesus goes before 

her in to all these different and sometimes difficult situations: 
 
'I was commissioned in November 2021,' she writes, 'and the role dovetails well with my  

parish duties as Pastoral Team coordinator. Even more so, Anna Chaplaincy adds the joy of 
being sent out to serve in the wider community, not with an aim of adding to church  

attendance, but as in serving wherever the Holy Spirit leads, meeting people where they are 
whilst knowing that Jesus always goes before. I firmly believe that friendships and support 

networks formed through Anna Chaplaincy, are inspired, encircled and enriched by Godõs 
love.' 

 
Carol is a retired midwife and she comments on how many new retirees like her step into 

such an Anna Chaplaincy role post retirement. However, there 
are more and more younger recruits too. Gradually more paid 

posts are appearing which is enabling some younger people to 
devote time to this important ministry among older people, 

their relatives and professional carers.     
 
Either way, age is no barrier! 

 



 

Offering Spiritual Care in Later Life 

Carol Kidd is Anna Chaplain for Harefield & West End 

carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com 

07842244876 

Carol offers a listening ear to, and shares time with, older persons especially the isolated  

and the lonely, and if needed their families and carers in order to also support them by  

signposting to other help that may be available. 

Initial contact can be made by phone or email and this can be followed by further phone 

contact or if preferred may include a home visit in your own home, in a Care Home or  

arrangement can be made to meet at St Jamesõ Church. 

Anna Chaplains are trained in offering spiritual support to 

older people by the Anna Chaplaincy team at BRF - a UK - 

registered Christian charity. 

Carol works as our Anna Chaplain in a voluntary capacity 

and has experience of working in the NHS, in pastoral care 

and in church ministry as one of St Jamesõ Licensed Lay 

Ministers. 

Harefield & West End Anna Chaplaincy 

is affiliated to Anna Chaplaincy for Older People 

and is part of the Bible Reading Fellowship [BRF] 

a Registered Charity [233280] 
IŀǊŜŬŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƴŘ 

 Community Café     

Where?  St Jamesõ Church Hall 

          
Who For?  Anyone who wishes to pop in. No 
need to book just come along on your own or 
with others 

          
When?  The ôsecondõ Friday of  each month any-
time between 10:30am-12 noon 

 

Come and take the opportunity for a cup of  

coffee or tea, plus biscuits or cake and friend-
ly chat in these early months of the year as 
we await brighter days and signs of spring. 
 

 

As warmer mornings arrive and the weather allows there will be the option of  
resting awhile at tables and chairs outside in the beautiful churchyard  

when the trees will be in blossom 

For further information: email stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com or stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com 

mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
mailto:stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com


Christmas Childrenõs 

 Activity Morning  
 

On Saturday 4th December great fun was had at a creative 

morning of listening to the Christmas story and producing some 

wonderful craft in preparation for the season. 

 

There were ôfrostyõ sheep biscuits with frosty icing, miniature 

Christmas tree decorations and the creation of a Christmas  

banner as well as fun and games. 

 

Here are just a few of the fantastic things we produced 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next Childrenõs Activity mornings will be on  

Saturday 7th January  
Between 10am and 11.30am 

 

Please contact Jan to book your place 

stjameswechildrenswork@gmail.com 

or on 02380476777         



A day in the life of  

the schools team at  

Southampton City Mission  
 

A few of the St James Church family have volunteered to work with the schools team at 

Southampton City Mission and recently a couple of us joined one of the team leaders at a  

local school where we spent the day exploring a Question of Faith day and the Nativity     

Journey with approximately 60, Year 2 children. 
 

We arrived at the school for 8.30am and the format of the day was explained to ourselves 

and the class teachers and while the register was taken we set up the hall and had a short 

time of prayer for the day ahead. 
 

The session started with introductions and a question for the children about the exciting or 

important journeys they had been on and what was waiting for them when they got there. 

This led into an introduction to the Bible and the stories about some important journeys 

included in it. The leader showed the children a picture bible with black and white pictures 

in, and then we had to think of our favourite colour and throw it at the Bible, the children 

were amazed when the leader showed them the picture bible again and the pictures were 

coloured in. 
 

Following on from this the leader asked for volunteers who were willing to dress up to help 

tell the story, three children were chosen to be Mary, Joseph and an angel. We listened to 

the story and the children were asked how the characters in the story were feeling at the 

start, middle and end of their journey. 
 

This was followed by a game in which the children had to decide what they liked more 

about Christmas, the children moved from one side of the room to the other as they had to 

choose between things like ham or turkey, baubles or tinsel, mince pies or Christmas  

pudding. 
 

After much excitement the children settled down to listen to the story of the journeys of 

the shepherds via a video and the wise men, a story with actions. While the children were 

thinking about questions that they would ask the shepherds and wise men if they met 

them, we dressed up as a shepherd and wise man ready to be interviewed. The children 

asked some very good questions about what the journey may have been like. Although we 

were a bit thrown when one of the children asked what colour hair baby Jesus had,  

fortunately the shepherd had a light bulb moment and said that we didnõt know because 

the baby was wrapped in a shawl. Then it was playtime for the children and coffee time for 

the adults. 
 

Next came the Christmas card Treasure hunt, the children had to work in teams to collect 

their colour coded puzzle pieces and assemble their cards, once this had been achieved the 

leader asked them to identify any cards that had an image from the stories that they had 

heard. Then just before lunch the children had a work sheet to complete about the  

emotions of the characters before and after their journey. They were asked to draw the  

faces Shocked! Scared! Worried! Anxious! Excited! were some of the words for the start of 

the journey. Then at the end, we had words like Happy! Joyful! Tired!  



Picture Reflections 
The picture on the front cover this month was contributed by Linda and features our new 

Advent Candle  stand. 

Do you have a picture that you would like to be featured on the front of our magazine?  

Perhaps you have a prayers or reflections that you contribute to go with the picture.  Send 

your pictures to Kate Badcock stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com.  It would be fabulous to 

see some of your pictures.  (Please do not send pictures with people featuring in it unless 

we can confirm their express permission to use it) 

It was a lovely sunny day, so after lunch we all went outside for a game in which the children 

had to work in teams to find items in order on their worksheets, this activity helped burn off 

some energy before we went back inside where the children worked in pairs to complete a 

mosaic picture of one of the Christmas journeys that they had heard about. 

 

Finally the day ended with an opportunity for the children to ask questions about the day 

and our Christian faith and a time of reflection. 

 

Time to head home tired but grateful to be a small part of the great work that the team does 

with schools across the city. 

             Lyn Spratt and Jan Barrett 



Life At St James  
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

125 years ago (1898) ð The January edition carried a lovely poem intitle ôA Plea for the West End Robinõ 

by D. B. 

Since round the Altars of the Lord Most High 

The swallow and the dusky sparrow fly, 

Since there securely they prepare a nest, 

Where they may lay their young and safely rest. 

Oh spare the Robin, for the legends tell, 

That 'neath the Cross he caught those drops that fell, 

, Down from the Saviour's Sacred Hands and Side, 

And thus his little feathered breast was dyed. 

And when with languid and imperfect praise, 

We seek our voices and our hearts to raise, 

This bird's untaught and liquid song of love, 

Will rise with ours before the Throne above. 
 

100 years ago (1923) ð  The vicar, Roland Dawson, had recently been widowed and expressed his thanks 

to everyone, õI desire to thank my many kind friends for their sympathy with me at Christmasstide; and for 

the many expressions of it by word of mouth or by letter. You have indeed been extremely kind to me in 

my sorrow, and I shall never forget the overwhelming sympathy with which I have been deluged. It has 

brought us closer to one another, and I think together we have learned some of God's lessons for us.õ He 

had also been offered the living by Sir Henry Bunbury of a village in Suffolk, consisting of ôone of the most 

beautiful Churches in England with an angel roof; population 4,500, two curates and a lovely Vicarage, 

With an income of Ã550.õ However he felt ôthat I could not go there with my loneliness, and that it would 

be better for me to stay in a Diocese where I have so many friends.õ and that to go his loneliness ôwould be 

aggravated in a land of strangers. So here I remain in the parish that I know and where I am known and 

understood by nearly everyone save the discontented ones, who grow less and less as the years roll by. 

What wonderful changes I have seen in my eleven years' ministry here!õ The normally plainspoken vicar 

showed a particularly poignant side following the Annual Sale of Works as he visualised his late wife, who 

was largely responsible for this event, ôgoing round and round the room talking, in her own special way, to 

the women, and taking such a personal interest in each one of them. 

Quiet Spaces  

òTrue silence is the key which opens the treasure chest of love in our relationship with God 

and with our neighboursó 
 

We find that it is a very special experience to sit in silence for a short time with a small 

group of friends at Quiet Space sessions before we share our reflections on the topic for 

the month. 
 

We hold the monthly groups each school term in both daytime and 

evening sessions to suit the availability for those who come with their 

other commitments. If you are interested to find out more about Quiet 

Spaces please contact Brenda Holden tel. 80474826 or 

email bmholden84@gmail.com 

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


Evita at the Mayflower MAST  
 
 

SOS Presents returns to MAST Mayflower Studios in January 2023 with Evita, the smash hit 

musical by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice based on the remarkable life of Eva Duarte, 

a young woman born into poverty and who rose to become the First Lady of Argentina.  
 

Evita started life as a rock opera concept album and quickly evolved into a West End hit,    

winning the Olivier Award for Best Musical in 1978 and becoming the first British Musical to 

win the Tony Award for Best Musical on Broadway the following year. The cinematic scope 

of the show plays to the Companyõs many strengths, with its big dramatic scenes, strong       

character roles and demanding ensemble numbers ð not to mention the standout hits         

including Donõt Cry for Me Argentina and Another Suitcase, Another Hall.  
 

In the ensemble you may spot Katie Mathieson, a regular Church Alive 

member of the congregation (who is usually accompanied by her 3      

children, Abigail, Edward & Hannah). Katie loves to do plays and  

musicals, since a very young age. Acting has always been her passion; 

she often took part in school and local productions as well as the 

Church Christmas Nativity. Now as a stay-at-home mum, it is her hobby 

that allows her some escapism!  
 

So settle back as SOS Presents takes you on a musical journey to the  

beating heart of 1940s Buenos Aires where a headstrong young woman 

is growing in confidence, connections and power.  
 

This is an Amateur production by arrangement with The Really Useful Group Ltd.    

You can get your tickets by visiting: bit.ly/SOSEvita  

http://bit.ly/SOSEvita



