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òWhat a swell party this isó See inside about our organ fundraising event 



Linda writes é... 

 
A few days ago, in all the excitement leading up to her birthday, a 

very tired granddaughter went sobbing to her bed, declaring that 

she didnõt want to be four years old She wanted to stay as she was - 

just three! 
 

Now there are many of us who could shed a tear that each year adds 

another digit onto our age, but growing older shouldnõt make us too sad. They say that  

wisdom comes with age - although I always worried that having my wisdom teeth out at a 

young age might preclude me from that gift in the future. 
 

It also gives opportunities to share experiences from which we have learnt something and 

guidance as to how best to avoid the pitfalls that naturally occur in life. November in  

particular is a time of remembrance, not just of the fallen in war, but of all those who have 

served us in our own lives, in our communities and in our nations. 
 

We have to remember that service is not just when military personnel work to protect others 

during a war, they can also be called upon to work alongside emergency services, for example 

during the pandemic, helping to drive emergency vehicles or deliver vaccinations. On the  

other hand our police, firefighters and ambulance services, to name but a few, work to protect 

us each and every day. Yes, they are paid to do these jobs but no service of this sort come 

without a risk of injury or even death. And what of the service that millions of volunteers give 

everyday to charitable organisations, unpaid and very often unsung.  
 

One way of taking part in this month of remembrance, and honouring all those who serve, is 

to think about what we can learn from them and their actions. Being kind towards other  

people, helping others and being thankful that they all help make other peopleõs lives better ð 

and help towards building a peaceful future.   
 

God bless,   
 

Linda 

For All The Saints  
On All Saints Sunday, Rev Linda was very surprised to be 

presented with her halo and saintly tabard! This came at 

the end of the service and had been prepared by some 

of our young saints in Pathfinders. She was very pleased 

to be designated ôSaint of the Jungleõ. She promising 

when she next preaches ôyouõre gonna hear her roar!õ 



Whatõs going on at St James Church? 
 

{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŀǊȅ 5ŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 
 

 Wednesday 2
nd
    9.15am Stay and Play 

      10.30am Sung Eucharist 

 Thursday 3
rd 
    1.30pm Churches Together meeting at St Johnõs, Hedge End 

 Friday 4
th
      11am Lincoln Court Communion 

 Saturday 5
th 

   10.30am Childrenõs Activity Morning 

      2pm Church Grounds Tidy 

 Sunday 6
th
 ð 3

rd
 Sunday before Advent  

       9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

      11am Church Alive All Age Communion 

      2pm Holy Baptisms  

      6.30pm Evensong 

 Monday 7
th
      2.30pm Dawson Lodge 

 Wednesday 9
th
      9.15am Stay and Play  

      10.30am Sung Eucharist 

 Thursday 10
th
      2.30pm Speedwell Court 

 Friday 11th        10.30am to 12 noon Community Coffee Morning 

 Sunday 13
th
  ð Remembrance Sunday 

       9.30am SAID Eucharist 

      10.50am Service at West End War Memorial 

      6.30pm Service with prayers for peace 

 Wednesday 16th   9.15am Stay and Play 

      10.30am Sung Eucharist 

 Friday 18
th
     6.15pm Switching on of the Christmas Tree Lights in West End 

 Saturday 19
th
     10-3pm Christmas Craft Fayre ð indoor and outdoor exhibitors 

 Sunday 20
th 
ð Christ the King   

      9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

      11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

      2pm Holy Baptism 

      6.30pm Sung Evensong 

 Monday 21
st
       2.30pm Dawson Lodge 

 Wednesday 23
rd
      9.15am Stay and Play 

      10.30am Sung Eucharist 

 Thursday 24
th

    11am Thursday Prayer Time 

      2pm Flower Arranging for Wedding 

 Friday 25
th 

   12pm Wedding 

 Sunday 27
th
 ð Advent Sunday    

      9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups  

      11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service  

      6.30pm Advent Carol Service 

 Wednesday 30
th
     9.15am Stay and Play 

      10.30am Sung Eucharist 

      10.30am Sunnycroft Communion 

      2pm Oaklands 

  

 



Weekly Events: 

Open Church - The church is open to visit on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9am to 3pm and               

on Wednesdays 11.30am to 3pm. 

Morning Prayer is said in Church on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 9am. 

Choir Practice is in Church on Tuesdays 7.30pm-8.30pm. For more information contact our Choir 

Director, Chris Fay, on stjameswe.music@gmail.com 

Stay and Play ð Wednesdays 9.15am-10.15am in term time in the church hall.  For preschool   

toddlers and babies and their parents/carers.  Cost Ã1.50 per session and includes an individual 

snack.   

 

Monthly Events: 

1
st
 Saturday Childrenõs Activity Morning - From 10am to 11.30am in church.   A short             

interactive talk, crafts and refreshments for children of all ages.  For more info and to book to    

attend please contact Jan j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 07519 759269.  

2
nd
 Friday Community Coffee Morning - 10.30am to 12 noon in the church hall.  All welcome.  

Last Thursday of the month Prayer Time - Join for a time of prayer for the needs of the world, 

local community and individuals from 11am to 11.45am in the Lady Chapel in church.   

 

bƻǝŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ bŜǿǎ 
 

Christmas Tree Festival ð 9
th
/10

th
/11

th
 December in church.  Thanks to Sue Fitch and Janet    

Edwards who are organising a homemade craft stall at the Festival.  Could you donate something 

for the stall?  Some homemade jams and chutneys or similar to accompany the handmade craft 

items?  (only homemade items please ð not Bric a Brac). 

Standard sized jam jars for path lights for the Christmas Tree Festival are needed.  Please leave 

any you can donate, (washed and with labels removed if possible), in the collection box at the 

back of the church. Thank you. 

Christmas Craft Fayre of local businesses ð in church on Saturday 19
th
 November.   

All welcome.    

Growing in Faith course ð Tuesdays at 11am in the church hall starting again from 15
th
  

November. 

Food Bank - donations for the Food Bank can be left in the basket at the back of church.   

Tree Trail - Enjoy our November Tree trail in the church grounds. 

Flower Arranging Team ð meet on Friday mornings to do the flowers.  To find out more contact 

the vicar.  

Anna Chaplain ð we have an Anna Chaplain at the church, Carol Kidd, who offers support to    

older people in the community of all faiths and none.  To contact her call 07842 244876 or  

carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com  

Can we pray for you?  Or a situation or person you are concerned about?  Please leave a note on 

the prayer board in the Lady Chapel (down the right hand side of the church). 

 

Contact Details: 

Vicar: Revõd Vicky Maunder stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com or 07762673350 or 023 8114 1192.   

Associate Priest: Revõd Linda Galvin rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com or 07934 419302 

See our website www.stjameswestend.org.uk for more information about church life.  

Enjoy our parish magazine ð available on the home page of our website.  

 

Everyone is very welcome!  

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com
mailto:carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com
mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
mailto:rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com
http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk


A note from the Church Wardens  
You will soon see a new noticeboard on the West End Road side of the church grounds. The 
old one was behind a prickly hedge, and quite difficult to see when the foliage grew up (as it 
frequently does), so we plan to set the new one in front of the hedge. It will have four spaces 
for posters, so we can be very flexible with our information, and keep it interesting. There will 
also be a smarter correction on the wall noticeboard, to the right of the main door. Many 
thanks to the anonymous donor who has made all this possible.   
 
You probably wonõt have noticed a new recycling bin, as it is tucked away tidily, but this should 
be helpful for looking after Godõs Earth, and itõs part of our application to become an  
Eco-church. We trust that it can be used correctly for clean paper, cardboard, tins and plastic 
bottles.  
 

We also aim to look after the church grounds, and we have 
planned another gardening session on November 5

th
, from 

2.00 to about 4.00, well before the fireworks start! Bring your 
gardening gloves and any favourite small tools, and all other 
equipment should be available from our shed. There will be 
opportunities for chatting as you work, and refreshments will 
be provided. Even if you can only spare an hour, the more  
people we have, the more we can achieve- please do come 
along.  

Quiet Spaces  

òTrue silence is the key which opens the treasure chest of love in our relationship with God 

and with our neighboursó 

 

We find that it is a very special experience to sit in silence for a short time with a small 

group of friends at Quiet Space sessions before we share our reflections on the topic for 

the month. 

 

We hold the monthly groups each school term in both daytime 

and evening sessions to suit the availability for those who come 

with their other commitments. 

If you are interested to find out more about Quiet Spaces  

please contact Brenda Holden tel. 80474826 or email  

bmholden84@gmail.com 

A Hidden gem!  
 

òI wanted to make people aware of the booklet at the back of the Church entitled òThe Servant 

Queen and the King She Serves,ó which was placed in Church to mark the late Queen Elizabeth 

IIõs 90
th

 birthday. I was locking up the Church one afternoon in the summer holidays, I know a 

long time ago now and noticed it, why I had not seen it before I donõt know. I picked it up and 

took it home to read (I have returned it).  What an inspirational read and very uplifting and  

certainly confirms her commitment to her faith. It will not take long to read and has some  

lovely photographs and tributes.  I thoroughly recommend it.  Best wishes Barbaraó 

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


 

Swell Organ Repairs  
 

The St Jamesõ organ is a fine and versatile instrument, well suited to leading worship and 

playing a full organ repertoire - we are fortunate to have it. It is by far the most valuable 

asset in the church building - completely replacing it would cost hundreds of thousands of 

pounds. 

 

Around 40 people gathered in the church on Saturday 15
th
 October to listen to Chris Fay  

describe the working of our organ, with particular reference to what needs to be repaired 

at the moment. We were also taken on a visual tour of the organ loft, the complexity of 

which amazed most present. It was also a very sociable afternoon, thanks to several ladies 

giving their afternoon up to offer refreshments. 

 

The virtual tour should be available on the YouTube by the time that this article is printed 

(once Carol has found time to work her magic!).   Please do ask Chris or myself if you 

would like further information.    

 

The repairs are costing in the region of Ã25,000 and we were delighted that the event 

described above raised Ã2447.   If you would like to donate, please use all the usual  

channels to do so and let David know that it is intended for the organ repair fund. Please 

contact David or myself (Noel.Becket@gmail.com) if you would like further details on how 

to donate. 

 

For those that have missed the news about the  

organ, 2/3 of it are working as it should. The third 

part is in the centre of the organ loft and is known as 

the swell organ.   Due to the method of construction 

and its age, this hasnõt been working well for some 

time. The PCC took the decision to have it rebuilt by 

South Coast     Organs Ltd. At the moment many of 

the 500 or so pipes are away being cleaned, repaired 

or replaced. 

 

The picture shows some of the very old pipes that 

are being replaced. The picture on the front cover 

shows some newly made ones which are on their way 

from the pipe builders in Essex at the moment. 

 

Once the swell organ repairs are complete, this will    

allow the full repertoire to be played again, and will    

enable the organists to accompany both the              

congregation and choir with much more subtlety 

than is currently the case, and will give the  

instrument itõs òroarò back. 

 

Noel Becket 



From the Registers 
The Parish of St Jamesȗ West 

End 
 

 

Baptisms October 2022 

9th October - Olivia McStay 

23rd October - Blake Sparks and Ivy Sparks 

23rd October - Felicity Hallett 

 

Weddings October 2022 

5th October - Craig Lovelock and Abbie Shaw 

22nd October - Wayne Stride and Hannah Gunton 

 

Funerals October 2022 

7th October - Susan Pearce 

12th October - Joan Woodman 

19th October - Julie Backmoor 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our 

Macmillan Coffee Morning.  

We raised Ã192.66. A wonderful result. 

Thank You. 

We welcome you into the Lordõs family, 

We are members together of the same 

heavenly Father. 

God is love, and those who live 
in love, live in God and God 
lives in them. 1 John 4:16 

I shall not forget you. Look, I have 

engraved you on the palm of my 

hands. Isaiah 49:15-16 



Have you visited our Church Library?  There are plenty of books to borrow 

and enjoy, here is a taste of one you could pick upéééé. 

 

GILEAD by Marilynne Robinson  
 

The setting for this unusual novel is Gilead, which is a small town in 

America in 1956.  The words are those of the Preacher, John Ames, 

who is in his 70s and he is writing to his young son of 7.  John is     

approaching the end of his life and there is so much that he wants 

to share with his son before it is too late. 

 

This gentle novel resonates with Christian love and worldly             

wisdom. John speaks with honesty and personal experience as he 

illuminates the relevance and blessing of the Bible to readers who 

may be either believers or non-believers. 

 

 

 

As a novel, at first, it is strange that it is not divided into 

chapters, but we get carried along with the flow of the 

prose and this literary style suits the conversational     

manner of the writingê.you just want to keep on  

reading. 

 

This book won the 2005 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and 

this award was fully deserved!  It is a book that just 

needs to be read as we reflect on what we hope to tell 

future generations about our own histories and those of 

our parents. 

 

Brenda Holden 

Picture Reflections 
The picture on the front cover this month was contributed by Noel Becket 

Do you have a picture that you would like to be featured on the front of our magazine?  

Perhaps you have a prayers or reflections that you contribute to go with the picture.  Send 

your pictures to Kate Badcock at stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com.  It would be fabulous to 

see some of your pictures.  (Please do not send pictures with people featuring in it unless 

we can confirm their express permission to use it) 



Floral Foam no more!  
 

Where do we start?  Probably with an article which appeared in the Church Times* in early 

August. In brief it covers the concerns of the Sustainable Church Flowers movement,  

started three years ago by Shane Connolly, a professional florist (who out of interest was 

responsible for the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge's flowers at Westminster Abbey). He 

and his wife Candy, a Churchwarden and flower arranger, discovered there was no mention 

of church flowers or products used for arranging them in the application process for an  

Eco-Church qualification. This surprised Shane, who decided to start the SCF group. Their 

aim is to reduce the carbon footprint by sourcing locally available flowers and to cut the 

use of plastic. The article explains further how Shane and his wife set about encouraging 

the use of seasonal and sustainable flowers and the reactions of flower arrangers at various 

churches and cathedrals, along with thoughts from professional florists and suppliers. 
 

Sustainably-sourced flowers aside, the most shocking fact concerns floral foam.  Did you 

know that a single block of foam contains the same amount of plastic as ten carrier 

bags?  It came into use in the 1950's as a plastic by-product, from non-renewable sources.  

Not only does it release a green dust of micro particles when handled (which then gets 

washed down the sink), it does not compost and the lifespan of a block of this foam is  

estimated at 400 ð 500 years. WOW! None of the flower arranging team had any idea just 

how bad it is for the environment; we had been re-using it wherever possible but this can 

only be done two, or at most three, times before it disintegrates and is only good for the 

bin.   

Chelsea Flower Show banned the use of floral foam in 2021 and Winchester Cathedral 

banned it at their recent flower festival.  Many other cathedrals and churches are doing the 

same - AND SO IS ST JAMES.  As you may have heard during Vicki's sermon in August, the 

flower team will no longer use òOasisó.  This has been under discussion for a while and now 

we mean business.   
 

Our first session was on Friday 2nd September, when for the first time we used no floral 

foam at all in any of our six arrangements. Instead we used re-purposed garden plastic and 

wire netting, shaping it to fit the variety of containers we use on our pedestals and adapt-

ing our flower arranging skills to create displays that are just as beautiful as if we had used 

floral foam.  



Another benefit of using these re-usable homemade floral "cages" means we have also saved 

money (the approximate cost of one block of foam is 78p, and we could use a dozen in one 

session).   

 

Since then we have arranged for a wedding and also provided a special display of flowers for 

the commemoration service for Queen Elizabeth II, held on Sunday 18
th
 September.  All of our 

Harvest arrangements were without foam, and we tried to use local flowers wherever  

possible.  We also had a wedding just after Harvest festival combining flowers from the 

wholesaler and locally grown dahlias, among other blooms. 

 

You may see a change in how the arrangements look, but only time will tell. What comes to 

mind is this: "Success is the ability to go from one failure to another with no less enthusiasm.ó  

So we will keep going until we get it right!  Our next step is to use sustainable flowers, and 

this will throw up lots of challenges.  Watch this space for further updates, and wish us well! 

 

Lyn Spratt, Sue Overell & the Flower Team  



The St James 200 Club  
 

Have you thought about joining  

the St James 200 Club? 

The monthly draw costs Ã5 per ticket  

which entitles you to have 5 numbers in the draw for each ticket.  

Each month 3 prizes are drawn. 

Up to 45% of the monthly subscriptions are dedicated to prize money, the remainder raises 

funds for St James Church. Up to September the club has raised nearly Ã2800 

For more details please contact Reverend Linda Galvin at rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com  

Cǳƴ ƛƴ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 

November  
  

November 5th arrives 

Waitingê.ExpectationêHope fill the hearts 

Cascades of coloured lights erupt Into the dark, silent, star-filled sky 

For a short time Godõs moon and stars are outshone 

The silence is broken by shrieks and gasps of delight and pleasure 

Smoke from bonfires fills the air 

Later....people return home 

The moon and stars remain to look down on the scene of Godõs creation. 
 

 

Advent arrives on the 27th November this year 

Again there is waitingê.Again there is expectationêAgain hope fills the hearts 

Godõs moon and stars still look down from above 

The night world is silent except for the cries of the hunted and the calls of the owls 

A special star announcing the birth of Godõs Son that  

appeared so long ago is rememberedê 

Christmas is just a few weeks away, but this time of preparation is so important 

for us to appreciate the gift that lasts our lifetimes and beyond 

unlike the fireworks of November 5th! 

 

Brenda Holden 

Cǳƴ ƛƴ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 
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Offering Spiritual Care in Later Life 

Carol Kidd is Anna Chaplain for Harefield & West End 

carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com 

07842244876 

Carol offers a listening ear to, and shares time with, older persons especially the isolated  

and the lonely, and if needed their families and carers in order to also support them by  

signposting to other help that may be available. 

Initial contact can be made by phone or email and this can be followed by further phone 

contact or if preferred may include a home visit in your own home, in a Care Home or  

arrangement can be made to meet at St Jamesõ Church. 

Anna Chaplains are trained in offering spiritual support to 

older people by the Anna Chaplaincy team at BRF - a UK - 

registered Christian charity. 

Carol works as our Anna Chaplain in a voluntary capacity 

and has experience of working in the NHS, in pastoral care 

and in church ministry as one of St Jamesõ Licensed Lay 

Ministers. 

Harefield & West End Anna Chaplaincy 

is affiliated to Anna Chaplaincy for Older People 

and is part of the Bible Reading Fellowship [BRF] 

a Registered Charity [233280] 
IŀǊŜŬŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƴŘ 

            

          Community Café  
          

          Where?      St Jamesõ Church Hall 

          Who For?   Anyone who wishes to pop in. 
          No need to book just come along on your 
          own or with others 

          When?  The ôsecondõ Friday of  each  
          month anytime  between 10:30am-12 
          noon 
 

Come and take the opportunity for a cup of coffee or tea, plus biscuits or cake and friendly 
chat in these early months of the year as we await brighter days and signs of spring. 

As warmer mornings arrive and the weather allows there will be the option of resting awhile at 
tables and chairs outside in the beautiful churchyard when the trees will be in blossom 

Covid prevention measures regarding ventilation etc. will be in place as per recommendations 

For further information: email stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com or stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com 

mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
mailto:stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com


Hope. 

 

We would like to say a huge  

Thank you to everyone who  

supported our Hope lunch. 

We raised Ã379 for our charities.  

What an amazing amount and  

wonderful to see so many of our  

church family there. 

Thank You. 

December Activity Morning 
 

3rd December 10 am to 11.30 

Come and join us for a morning of storytelling,  

craft activities and fun at St James. 

All are welcome, book your place at  

stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

mailto:stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com


St Jamesõ Choir at the RSCM festival 
 

On 8
th
 October, eight of our choir members took part in the RSCM annual festival at         

Winchester Cathedral. There were about 140 singers in total from choirs from other churches 

around Hampshire ð so ours were a small but significant part of the delightful singing.   

 

I believe we had been expecting about 170 but suspect 

that some singers had the problem experienced by me 

with parking in Winchester. It seems there had been and 

afternoon/evening event in the Guildhall and  

another significant service at the Cathedral in the morning 

ð not finishing until 1pm, and the RSCM  

rehearsal was due to start at 1:45pm! The rail strike also 

added to parking problems as many who may have  trav-

elled by train, couldnõt. Unfortunately, I was one of our 

choir members still trying to park when the  

rehearsals started, so I joined the congregation for the ser-

vice at 17:30, together with another choir member who 

had been unable to be there earlier, and Carol Kidd, who 

was ôdoing dutyõ at the cathedral. 

 

The service had been initially put together for the Queenõs Platinum jubilee, but sadly our late 

queen has recently died, so a few amendments were made to the order of service. 

The special Anthem, ôIn Our Serviceõ was still very appropriate, both as a tribute to out late 

queen, and also looking forward to the service offered by the royal family and many others 

who serve our country in various ways, and not forgetting our clergy. 

 

It was a lovely service, and can be found on You Tube by searching RSCM Festival 8th        

October or clicking on this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QA4ikO94Mw            

 

We were exceptionally lucky with the 

weather was fine, dry and sunny and 

warm for the time of year.  Perhaps 

next year, some of you might try to 

make it to the service for a lovely  

experience. 

 

Rita Payne 

 

[Hopefully without the parking problems!] 

      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QA4ikO94Mw


A Concert by The Madding Crowd  
 

The Madding Crowd is a West Gallery choir, and although this one is named for the time of 

Thomas Hardy, these groups were already in decline during his lifetime. West Gallery music, 

also known as Georgian psalmody, refers to the sacred music sung and played in English  

parish churches, as well as nonconformist chapels, from 1700 to around 1850. In the late 

1980s, West Gallery music experienced a revival and is now sung by several West Gallery 

"quires".  

Our current St James Church was built in 1890, therefore well after this period, but it is 

quite likely that a former incarnation of the church would have had a West Gallery, and 

many older churches still have one.  

The Puritans had destroyed most organs in 

country churches, so after the Restoration of 

the Monarchy, instruments were brought in 

to lead the singing. Galleries were built at the 

west end of churches for the singers and 

players, who, besides leading the musical 

parts of the Sunday services, played for  

dancing at harvest-time and Christmas, led 

the Club Walk at Whitsun, and, when invasion 

threatened, played marches for the militia.  

Details can be found at www.wgma.org.uk  

The West Gallery Music Association was 

formed in 1990, and there are about 400  

regular singers. 

               Diana Barnes  

November Childrenõs Activity  

Morning 

5
th
 November 10am to 11.30am 

at St James Church. West End. 

Come and join us for a morning of friendship, storytelling 

and craft activities.  

All are welcome, to book your place please contact Jan at  

stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com 

mailto:stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com


Bitterne Family caught up in the  

Second World War in the Far East  
 

Recognise this choirboy? Well, if you worshipped at St 

Jamesõ in the late 1940s, you may well have seen Ted   

Bearman ð although by then he wasnõt quite so small, 

or as angelic-looking as in the photo.   

In May 2021, I wrote an article for this magazine about 

how Ted was prepared for confirmation at St Jamesõ ð    

although he, along with the other male candidates, was 

actually confirmed at a service in Winchester Cathedral 

(much to the indignation of the female candidatesê)  

The article was titled From Portsmouth to St Jamesõ, 

West End ð via Hong Kong and Australia, because Ted 

came to be worshipping at St Jamesõ having been born 

in Portsmouth and coming home to the UK and  

Southampton after being evacuated from Hong Kong 

in 1940 and spending the rest of the Second World 

War as an evacuee, first in the Philippines, and then 

Australia.  

ôTed as choirboyõ was taken in Sydney, Australia in 

1940, and sent to catch the Christmas post for Hong 

Kong where Tedõs father ð George ð remained, an  electrical engineer at the naval dockyard.  

Tedõs mother grew up in Bitterne, and Bitterne is where the family settled on returning to the 

UK in 1945 ð and Iõm delighted to have been invited by Bitterne Local History Society to tell 

the familyõs wartime story, on Saturday 12 November 2022. 

A Weekend to Pack: The Fall of Hong Kong (1940 ð 1945) ð A Bitterne family caught up in the 

Second World War in the Far East 

The story begins with the shock evacuation of women and children from Hong Kong in July 

1940 ð with only a weekend to pack ð and follows the lives of the evacuees as they travelled 

from billet to billet and Georgeõs experiences in Hong Kong, before the Japanese invasion of 

December 1941 and after Britainõs surrender on Christmas Day. 

If youõd like to know more about parishioner Tedõs wartime story and that of his family, my 

talk on 12 November is at Bitterne United Reformed Church (above Iceland, in the precinct).  

It starts at 7pm, with tickets Ã3 for non-members (Ã1 If youõre a member).  

You can find more information about the event at https://bitterne.net/blhs-event ð and a bit 

more about the Bearman wartime story on my website, https://aweekendtopack.com/. And if 

you remember Ted at St Jamesõ ð do please leave a message! Iõd love to hear from you. 

 

               Caroline Wigley 

https://bitterne.net/blhs-event
https://aweekendtopack.com/


Life At St James  
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

125 years ago (1897) ð It looks like they were too busy remembering this month, that they  

forgot to file a copy of the November magazine! 

100 years ago (1922) ð   I am not necessarily advocating a General Election, but at this time of 

change and flux in our political machinations it was interesting to read Reverend Rowland  

Dawsonõs thoughts on the upcoming General Election in November 1922. Always one with a 

strong opinion and willing to share it he writes: 

When there is a General Election in the air candidates promise all kinds of things. From what they tell us 

we could well imagine a new world coming into fact; but when these people get into the House they are 

apt to forget the promises they have made, and the constituencies see very little of them till another  

election comes along; and we find that life goes on very much as it did before and most of the promises 

have vanished into thin air. How foolish we are to be so easily gulled. As one scans the list of candidates 

one wonders how some have the cheek to present themselves before the public, for their intellectual  

ability is conspicuous by its absence. Some can hardly express themselves before a village audience, and 

if they spoke in the House, I venture to think, would not be listened to for five minutes. Yet how keen 

they are to get there. Someone will say you cannot have 700 good speakers; for if you have you will never 

get any legislation through; hence the "Duds" find a place and fulfil their function by doing what they are 

told when it comes to the question of voting. What a system to be sure: who could really defend it? No 

party is better than another in this respect and that is the sadness of it; for the Independents are too few to 

make themselves felt, hence the rotten system has to be carried on for the want of a better one. There are 

always two sides to a question, and both have a very great deal to say for themselves No one party has the 

monopoly of Truth. So I advocate again the abolition of all Political Parties as constituted to-day; give all 

the Party Funds to the Hospitals, and God knows they need every penny, and let us start afresh, where 

every man is a free man to vote and speak according to the light of his conscience. 

Please note that in 1918 the Representation of the People Act was passed which allowed women 

over the age of 30 who met a property qualification to vote.  It was not until the Equal Franchise 

Act of 1928 that women over 21 were able to vote and women finally achieved the same voting 

rights as men.   

75 years ago (1947) ð It was noted that ôonly once a year do we specially remember the great 

Saints of our Church, people like Bishop Andrews, Archbishop Laud, George Herbert, Father 

Dolling, Samuel Wilberforce, Lord Shaftesbury, Florence Nightingale, Susanna Wedey.õ Now 

some of those names are very familiar, but it would be interesting to find out something about 

the others and how they are recognised by the Church.  

50 years ago (1972) ð Also not well remembered 

10 years ago (2012) - In a year when there was another Christmas Tree festival, one of the new 

highlights was a ôKnitted Christmas Treeõ. Apparently, the knitters from both within the church 

and members of the local community had been busy all year, clickety clacking those needles to 

produce this feature. There were also a variety of music performances, including Moira Knightõs 

daughter, Oonagh, who came and sang for us. 



Christmas Tree Festival 

At time of writing plans are well underway for this eagerly awaited event,  

taking place over the weekend of the 9/10/11 December.  If you are able to 

make cakes or mince pies for the event (very much needed), please could you 

get in contact with Jill Marten jillmarten@btinternet.com or Lyn Playford (or 

just let me know). There will be a list in church from early November where you 

can add your name as a volunteer.  Any time you are able to give, no matter 

how long or short, will be very much appreciated, the list will include the types 

of things that will need doing, so please do say if there is one thing you would 

prefer to do than not.  

It will be really lovely to welcome everyone back after postponement in 2020 ð 

please spread the message far and wide!  Thank you in advance,  

Helen Wiseman hwiseman@hotmail.co.uk / 07787 511 625 

mailto:jillmarten@btinternet.com
mailto:hwiseman@hotmail.co.uk


Crossword for November 2022  



Kingdom Kids  

This resource is taken from rootsontheweb.com and is copyright Ê ROOTS for Churches Ltd.  Reproduced with 

https://web.archive.org/web/20160610043147/http:/www.rootsontheweb.com/

