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English Oakñ the symbol of strength of love 



Vicky writes é... 
 

 

On the 4th October the church celebrates St Francis. He was born into 

a wealthy cloth merchantsõ family but gave it all away to live as simply 

and as Christ like as he could. His Saints Day marks the end of the 

church season of creation and St Francis has become, in many ways, 

the saint for creation.  

 

Like many saints his life is surrounded by some amazing stories, and many to do with animals and 

the natural world. There is the story of when he was travelling through the countryside and he 

saw an unusually large flock of birds gathered in a field. He thought they would fly away when he 

approached but they didnõt so he preached the word of God to them. òMy brother and sister 

birds, you should praise your Creator for he has given you feathers for clothes, wings on which to 

fly, voices with which to sing, and all that you need. Without sowing or reaping you receive Godõs 

guidance and protection.ó At this the birds all sang and flew around him. Francis blessed them 

and from then on often preached to the birds, saying they were more attentive than some  

humans! 

 

There is also the wonderful story of the fierce wolf who was menacing the village of Gubbio and 

attacking and eating the livestock and then the people. Francis agreed to help and went to find 

the wolf. When he found it, the wolf raced towards him threateningly with its jaws open, but  

Francis commanded the wolf to stop in the name of Christ and it stopped and sat at his feet. 

Francis then told it never to attack another animal or human again and the wolf nodded its  

consent and placed its paw in Francisõ hand to shake on the deal. 

 

Francis recognised the animals and all creation as his brothers and sisters, created by God just as 

he had been and he treated them accordingly with love and respect, even the wolf! I love this  

sibling language - brother dog, sister cat, brother tree, sister flower. It changes our perspective 

and helps remind us to treat creation with reverence and gratitude. 

 

Francis also modelled a simple life. He believed God called him to live simply. Such a way of living 

is of course great for the environment, but for Francis it was so he could more completely place 

himself in Godõs hands and learn to trust God more deeply. 

 

As we celebrate his feast day this October it can remind us that, in the end, everything is from 

God and gift rather than ours to own and anxiously take care of. 

 

Enjoy the beautiful autumn colours! 

 

Love and prayers, 

 

Vicky 



Whatõs going on at St James Church? 
During the month of October 

 

Saturday 1st   10am -11.30am Childrenõs Harvest Activity Morning    
 

Sunday 2
nd
 ð Harvest   

     10.30am Harvest Thanksgiving Joint Service 
     12pm HOPE Harvest Lunch 
     3.30pm Holy Baptism 
     6.30pm Evensong 
 

Monday 3
rd
    2.30pm Dawson Lodge Harvest Service 

 

Tuesday 4
th
    11am Growing in faith course 

 

Wednesday 5
th

   9.15am Stay and Play 
     10.30am Sung Eucharist 
     1pm Wedding 
 

Thursday 6
th 

  9.30am St Jamesõ School Harvest Service in church 
 

Friday 7
th
     9.30am West End Pre School Harvest visit to church 

     11am Lincoln Court Communion 
 

Saturday 8
th

   RSCM Festival at Winchester Cathedral 
 

Sunday 9
th
 ð Trinity 17   

     9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 
     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 
     3pm Holy Baptisms 
 

Monday 10
th
     10am Dawson Lodge 

 

Tuesday 11
th
    11am Growing in faith course 

 

Wednesday 12
th
     9.15am Stay and Play  

     10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

Friday 14th       10am Community Coffee Morning 
 

Saturday 15
th
     3pm ð 5pm Organ Appeal Event 

 

Sunday 16
th
  ð Trinity 18   

     9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 
     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 
     6.30pm Evensong 
 

Tuesday 18
th
    11am Growing in faith course 

 

Wednesday 19th  9.15am Stay and Play 
     10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

Saturday 22
nd

   2pm Wedding 
 

Sunday 23
rd 
ð Last after Trinity  

     9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 
     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 
     2pm Holy Baptisms 
     6.30pm Taiz® 
 

Monday 24
th
     2.30pm Dawson Lodge 

 

Wednesday 26
th
   10.30am Sung Eucharist 

     10.30am Sunnycroft Communion 
     2pm Oaklands 
 

Thursday 27
th

   11am Prayer Time 
 

Sunday 30
th 
ð All Saints    

     9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups  
     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service  
     6.30pm All Souls Service 
 
 



Weekly Events: 
 
Open Church - The church is open to visit on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9am to 3pm and 
on Wednesdays 11.30am to 3pm. 
Morning Prayer is said in Church on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 9am. 
Choir Practice is in Church on Tuesdays 8pm-9pm. For more information contact our Choir  
Director, Chris Fay, on stjameswe.music@gmail.com 
Stay and Play ð Wednesdays 9.15am-10.15am in term time in the church hall.  For preschool  
toddlers and babies and their parents/carers.  Cost Ã1.50 per session and includes an individual 
snack.   
 
Monthly Events: 
 
1
st
 Saturday Childrenõs Activity Morning - From 10am to 11.30am in church.   A short  

interactive talk, crafts and refreshments for children of all ages.  For more info and to book to  
attend please contact Jan j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 07519 759269.  
 
2
nd
 Friday Community Coffee Morning - 10.30am to 12 noon in the church hall.  All welcome.  

 
Last Thursday of the month Prayer Time - Join for a time of prayer for the needs of the world, 
local community and individuals from 11am to 11.45am in the Lady Chapel in church.   

 
Notices and News 

 

Food Bank - donations for the Food Bank can be left in the basket at the back of church.  Harvest 
gifts for the food bank are warmly welcomed.  
 

All Souls Service remembering those who have died on 30
th
 October at 6.30pm.  If you would 

like a loved one who has died remembered by name please write it on the sheet at the back of 
church or let Vicky know.   
 

Church Organ ð A third of the church organ hasn't been working for quite a while!  The church 
council have agreed to go ahead with the expensive repair work, and it has begun. On Saturday 
15th October from 3pm to 5pm there will be an 'organ fundraiser'.  Come along to find out more 
about how the organ works, what repair work is being done and to see a virtual tour of the organ 
loft.  Refreshments will be offered, and organ music played.  All welcome, and financial donations 
towards the work are warmly welcomed.  
 

Church heating - the church council have taken the decision to be more cautious with our use of 
heating in church this year, as we are doing in our homes. We will of course have it on, but it 
won't be as warm as it usually is (and St James is the warmest church I've been in in winter!).  
Please expect to keep your coat on for the service. 
   

Rotary Christmas Shoebox Appeal please pick up a leaflet and a flat packed shoebox from the 
back of church.  Shoeboxes need to be returned by mid-October. Thank you for your support. 
Tree Trail - Enjoy our June Tree trail in the church grounds. 
 

Flower Arranging Team ð meet on Friday mornings to do the flowers.   
 

Anna Chaplain ð we have an Anna Chaplain at the church, Carol Kidd, who offers support to  
older people in the community of all faiths and none.  To contact her call 07842 244876 or  
carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com  
 

Can we pray for you?  Or a situation or person you are concerned about?  Please leave a note on 
the prayer board in the Lady Chapel (down the right hand side of the church). 

 
Contact Details: 
Vicar: Revõd Vicky Maunder stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com or 07762673350 or 023 8114 1192.   
Associate Priest: Revõd Linda Galvin rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com or 07934 419302 
See our website www.stjameswestend.org.uk for more information about church life.  
Enjoy our parish magazine ð available on the home page of our website.   

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com
mailto:carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com
mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
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Organ Fundraiser  
 

As you may be aware, the organ at St Jamesõ has been a little poorly of late, and various 

bits and pieces of it have now been removed to the organ builderõs workshop on the Isle of 

Wight. Repairs are underway, and we hope that these will be completed by the beginning 

of November. In the meantime, the organ is perfectly playable, albeit somewhat  

underpowered. 

 

If youõd like to hear more about this, and how we might raise funds towards the fairly         

substantial repair costs, then please come along to a presentation in the church on  

Saturday 15th October at 3pm. Chris will demonstrate the remaining 

sounds on the organ, and - with Noel - explain what is going on  

inside the instrument to make those sounds. We will also be  

detailing what has gone wrong, and what is being repaired. 
 

Come and join us, refreshments will be served following the guided 

talk. 
 

The pictures show the spaces where some of the pipes have been    

removed. By October 15th there will be no pipes visible in this part 

of the organ. 
 

            Chris Fay 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

1926 - 2022 
The country, our community, indeed the whole world were saddened to hear of the death of 

Queen Elizabeth II on the 8th September 2022 at her Scottish home of Balmoral. As always, at 

times of national mourning, the church opened its doors to allow people to come and pay their 

respects by lighting a candle or signing a book of condolence. 
 

On Sunday 18th September, the eve of her funeral, the 

community was invited to a special commemoration 

service of thanksgiving her life, her service and the great 

faith she relied on to be able to carry out these duties. 
 

Amongst others, we welcomed Cllr Carol Boulton from 

West End Parish Council, Cllr Valerie Laurent and  

Cllr Peter Baillie from Southampton City Council,  

Harefield Ward as well as representatives from local  

organisations, uniformed groups 

and schools.  
 

We continue to hold in our  

prayers, King Charles III and the 

royal family. May she rest in peace 

and rise in glory. 





Special Services 

Coming up at St James  
 

All Souls Service 

 Sunday 30th October at 6.30pm 

An evening service remembering those 

who have died.   

If you would like someone  

remembered by name at this service, 

please let Vicky know  

stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com.  

'I am the resurrection and the life', says 

the Lord. 'Those who believe in me, even 

though they die, will live, and everyone 

who lives and believes in me will never 

die.'  John 11:25-26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance Sunday 

13th November 

9.30am Said Eucharist in church 

10.55am Remembrance Service at 

the War Memorial with two minutes 

silence and wreath laying,  

followed by refreshments in the  

Hilldene Community Centre at 

11.20am.  

Church of England Telephone Line 

If you know of someone who doesn't have access to online services the Church of 

England have launched a free national telephone line offering music, prayers and  

reflections as well as full services.  It is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 

8044. Callers will hear a special greeting from the Archbishop before being able to choose from a 

range of options including hymns, prayers and reflections. Please do let anyone know who might 

find this helpful.  



Have you visited our Church Library?  There are plenty of books to borrow 

and enjoy, here is a taste of one you could pick upéééé. 

SEVEN SACRED SPACES by George Lings 
 

The author helps us to reflect on the origins of the Seven Sacred Spaces that we take for 

granted in our church and our activities.  These spaces - the cell; the chapel; the chapter; 

the garden; the cloister; the refectory; and the scriptorium have origins in traditional  

monastic life and are a common feature in faith communities.   
 

We have experienced these Seven Sacred Spaces at both Hilfield Friary, a Franciscan  

community in Dorset and we recently visited Adhisthana, a Triratna Buddhist community in     

Herefordshire.  We can also see these spaces in Cathedrals and in monastic ruins around 

the UK. 
 

The titles for the spaces seem strange in our 21st Century culture, but their roles are           

remarkably familiar to us and perhaps we can recognise and value them in our own church 

and even in our homes. 
 

The Cell - a small, private meeting place with God 

The Chapel - a place for coming together for communal  

worship 

The Chapter - a communal place for communication and  

making decisions 

The Garden - a place of physical work - fruitful labour! 

The Cloister - a place for meeting, discussion and exercise 

The Refectory - a place for food and hospitality 

and The Scriptorium - a place for study and knowledge 
 

The author suggests that for a community to work well these 

seven spaces need to be in balance in a community, that is, 

equal slices in a pie chart! 

          Brenda 

Picture Reflections 
The picture on the front cover this month was contributed by Kate and Poppy.  The symbol of 

the Oak tree seemed fitting this month.  Looking back at the Queens reign it felt that the Oak 

mirrored the strength and power Her Majesty showed throughout her reign. Oak was used in 

the queens wreath from King Charles along with rosemary "for remembrance" and myrtle, 

which is "the ancient symbol of a happy marriage." The palace noted this was cut from a plant 

that was grown from a sprig of myrtle in the Queen's wedding bouquet in 1947.  

Do you have a picture that you would like to be featured on the front of our magazine?  

Perhaps you have a prayers or reflections that you contribute to go with the picture.  Send 

your pictures to Kate Badcock stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com.  It would be fabulous to see 

some of your pictures.  (Please do not send pictures with people featuring in it unless we can 

confirm their express permission to use it) 



Quiet Spaces  

We are all facing the challenges of life at the moment...perhaps you long for some time 

away from stress and anxiety? Do you feel God calling you to spend some time with him 

in stillness in the company of a small group from our church community?  Perhaps Quiet 

Spaces might be for you? 

We meet about 3 times each school term and new members are always welcome. We 

have recently started a group that will be meeting in half terms and school holidays. 

Bookings are made when the days and times are circulated to members.   

Each meeting we share prayer, a time of stillness and we discuss our reflections on the 

theme for the month which aims to bring God's presence into our 

everyday lives.  If this is something you are feeling called to explore 

in more detail, please contact Brenda Holden tel. 02380 

474826  email  bmholden84@gmail.com 

Animal Antics  
So when I got my Guinea Pigs 5 years ago who would have thought what a BIG part of the 

family they would become.  Their little faces and squeaks first thing in the morning are the 

BEST thing to wake up to, well they're not next to my bed, Iõm not allowed them in the house 

(when anybody else is in!)  Pippin and Caramel enjoy the finest things in life Spinach, Curly Kale, 

Pak Choi, along with their own herb garden of Parsley and Basil.  None of this food comes for 

free, they do little tricks in order to earn their rewards - balancing on the logs, running on their 

leads and perching on my hand when asked, all of these help to grow our bond and encourage 

them to be responsive. 

Memorable moments with my Guineas often involve escaping.  They regularly come to my 

Grandmaõs caravan with us and I remember when they were little out in their run.  It was a very 

windy day and I pegged the run down and shielded it from the wind.  However, the strong East 

Anglian wind obviously was stronger than I thought and knocked the run over while we were 

out.  On my return I found two little guineas huddled under their wooden log waiting for my 

return ñthey obviously knew they were onto the good life and decided not to run away! 

Every night I open the door to their run and the guineas have learnt to run across the lawn to 

their hutch.  This is a brilliant sight, although Pippin has also learnt to open the run door herself 

and occasionally lets herself out and makes her way to her hutch herself, 

something I am trying not to encourage.  

In the meantime my use of Tik Tok and 

Instagram is booming searching for new 

and exciting enrichment ideas to keep my 

Guinea's happy and busy. 

 

      Poppy Badcock 

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


Children at St James Church 

We look forward to welcoming you at  

     our services, at our 9.30 service children  are 

welcome to join us in Pathfinders,  

we meet in the hall and enjoy a time of 

storytelling, prayer, craft  before  

re-joining the congregation  

for communion.  

Or we have our 11.00 am service, which  

is an informal service for all ages,  

and includes a time for children to explore  

the story through a creative time. 
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Offering Spiritual Care in Later Life 

Carol Kidd is Anna Chaplain for Harefield & West End 

carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com 

07842244876 

Carol offers a listening ear to, and shares time with, older persons especially the isolated  

and the lonely, and if needed their families and carers in order to also support them by  

signposting to other help that may be available. 

Initial contact can be made by phone or email and this can be followed by further phone 

contact or if preferred may include a home visit in your own home, in a Care Home or  

arrangement can be made to meet at St Jamesõ Church. 

Anna Chaplains are trained in offering spiritual support to 

older people by the Anna Chaplaincy team at BRF - a UK - 

registered Christian charity. 

Carol works as our Anna Chaplain in a voluntary capacity 

and has experience of working in the NHS, in pastoral care 

and in church ministry as one of St Jamesõ Licensed Lay 

Ministers. 

Harefield & West End Anna Chaplaincy 

is affiliated to Anna Chaplaincy for Older People 

and is part of the Bible Reading Fellowship [BRF] 

a Registered Charity [233280] 
IŀǊŜŬŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƴŘ 

            

          Community Café  
          

          Where?      St Jamesõ Church Hall 

          Who For?   Anyone who wishes to pop in. 
          No need to book just come along on your 
          own or with others 

          When?  The ôsecondõ Friday of  each  
          month anytime  between 10:30am-12 
          noon 
 

Come and take the opportunity for a cup of coffee or tea, plus biscuits or cake and friendly 

chat in these early months of the year as we await brighter days and signs of spring. 

As warmer mornings arrive and the weather allows there will be the option of resting awhile at 
tables and chairs outside in the beautiful churchyard when the trees will be in blossom 

Covid prevention measures regarding ventilation etc. will be in place as per recommendations 

For further information: email stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com or stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com 

mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
mailto:stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com


Thank you to Diana who submitted our ôBook Clubõ  review this month.  Please send in your   

reviews to stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to share the likes, dislikes and  

recommendations of books, fiction or non-fiction.  

Oooh- this just HAD to be reviewed for our magazine!  

 

Canon Daniel Clement has lived in his parish with his eccentric widowed mother for 8 years, and 

recently floated the idea of installing toilets in the church, an idea which quickly divides opinion 

among the parishioners (theyõve managed without for all these years!), especially as it would  

involve some rearrangement in the church. 

 

He discovers a body in a back pew just as he is about to say Evensong, and itõs clear that the  

victim has been killed with a pair of secateurs. Suspicion falls on the flower ladies and their  

formidable leader, but that theory is quickly dismissed, and soon the village of Champton is  

buzzing with speculation and suspicion.   
 

The police are soon on the case, and Daniel becomes quite friendly with the detective, Neil 

Vanloo, so they work together on the case. Danielõs brother, Theo, a TV actor well-known from a 

popular programme, turns up to gain some inside information on what vicars do, as he is about 

to play a vicar, and of course he is rapturously received by their mother, Audrey, but less so by 

Daniel, as Theo wants to tag along rather too often for comfort. The dachshunds, Cosmo and  

Hilda, are quite definitely part of the story, and provide some entertainment. 
 

There are also interesting human characters: we have the local 

gentry in the form of Bernard de Floures, who has been able to 

stump up for the church occasionally, and his two adult  

offspring, both odd in different ways, but itõs cousin Anthony 

who is murdered. He had been studying the history of the big 

house: might he have discovered a long-buried secret?  
 

There are villagers who live precariously doing odd jobs, and the 

loyal parishioners who have been around for a very long time: all 

are investigated. Other secrets come to light, the body count 

goes up, and Daniel struggles to keep going, but itõs his 

knowledge of people that eventually enables him to realise, in 

the middle of a sermon, which of them is the murderer.  
 

This is labelled Book One of Three, and has been an instant best-

seller, so I am certainly looking forward to more canonical cases! 

         

         Diana Barnes 



From the Registers  

The Parish of St Jamesõ, West End 
September 2022  

 

Baptisms  
11th September - Harry James 

11th September - Marley Fynan 

25th September - Leo, Alfie & Harry Sherborne 

We welcome you into the Lordõs family, 

We are members together of the same heavenly Father. 

 

Weddings  
10th September - Philip Lane & Anika Jones 

God is love, and those who live in love,  

live in God and God lives in them. 

     1 John 4:16 

 

Funerals  
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I shall not forget you. Look, I have engraved you  

on the palm of my hands.  

     Isaiah 49:15-16 

 

Autumnõ  by Isabel Jones 
From ôAll Year Round 2006õ - a publication by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 

 
Autumn is bright and interesting, 

golden, 

sweet; 

hard conkers falling: 

autumn. 

 

Leaves are crunchy and bumpy, 

yellow, 

free; 

changing colours are fun: 

leaves. 

 

Conkers are hard, smooth and bold, 

dirty, 

jagged; 

camouflaged in the grass: 

conkers 



A is for apple ð for apples and autumn  
 

What could be more evocative of autumn than great pyramids of  

apples tumbling in the fruit bowl, that scent of apple pie (or crumble) 

as it bubbles away in the oven, great jugs of cider stood on trestle  

tables at harvest suppers? 

We think of the apple, too, as ôhome-grownõ. And it is indeed found across the country on farms, 

in orchards, parks, fields, along wayside verges, adorning gardens ð you may even have an apple 

tree in yours.  

But while apples have been growing wild in the UK since Neolithic times ð the Celts and Norse 

settlers are said to have enjoyed crab apples in particular among their diets ð these wild varieties 

are generally smaller and far less sweet than the cultivated type we buy in the supermarket and 

farm shops.   

To the UK from Kazakhstan, via the Silk Road and the Romans 
DNA analysis gives the mountains of Kazakhstan in Central Asia as the original home of the fruit 

we know today. The countryõs largest city, Almaty, describes itself as the ancestral home of the 

apple, with its name derived from the Kazhak word Almatau for ôapple mountainõ. 

We owe the spread from that far corner of the world first of all to the traders of the Silk Road, the 

network of routes spreading westwards from China, 130BC to the mid-1400s. Among the many 

different types of fruit, vegetables, spices, and of course silks, carried by the merchants were  

apples, and with many varieties said to originate from apples eaten on the way, pips and cores 

discarded along the verges. 

It then became the turn of the Romans to take the fruit even further afield.  

Finding descendants of the Silk Road apples growing in Syria, the fruit became a Roman menu 

mainstay. The courses of a banquet followed through from eggs to symbolise creation, to apples 

as the symbol of completion. The Romans learnt to graft and nurture apple varieties, to improve 

on size and taste, and took the fruit with them as they spread their empire.    

The Decio apple is believed to have been one of the first varieties to arrive in the UK, brought by 

the Roman general Ezio in the 5
th
 Century, and still available as a variety today.   

As American English as apple pieé    
The apple became so popular at home, that by the 17

th
 Century apples and pips were being taken 

by explorers to plant and grow as they journeyed across the globe.  

It was Captain Bligh of the Bounty who took apples to Australia in the early 1800s, and almost 200 

years earlier theyõd arrived in America courtesy of the Pilgrim Fathers on board the Mayflower. 

Today, the US is one of the largest producers of apples in 

the world, with, for Americans, ôapple pieõ as synonymous 

with ôhomeõ as Mickey Mouse, Coca Cola and the Ford 

Motor Company.   

Regarded as an iconic American dish, the apple pie does 

in fact originate from the UK. Dating back to the 1300s, it 

takes culinary inspiration from France, the Netherlands, 

and Ottoman Empire.  



It became a firm favourite when taken across to America, with not one but two recipes featuring 

in the countryõs first cookbook of 1796, American Cookery by Amelia Simmons. 

The phrase ôas American as apple pieõ, although used from the 1800s onwards, became widely 

known during the Second World War. When asked why theyõd enlisted, soldiers took to replying, 

òFor mom and apple pieó. 

UK Apple Day 21 October 2022 
Today there are over 7,000 different varieties of apple grown across the world with more than 

2,500 available in the UK.  

And the fruit remains a favourite with young and old, across the country, from being a lunchbox 

staple to the stars of recipes dating back centuries, and stretching down through the centuries ð 

for pies, tarts, flans, custards, trifles, fritters, turnovers. The 19
th
 Centuryõs Mrs Beeton even has a 

recipe for Apple Hedgehog, which I was however relieved to see seems to include almonds as its 

other main ingredient, rather than anything to do with the spiny mammalê 

Indeed, few fruits can boast to  

having their own festival day. But 

today thereõs even a UK Apple Day 

(21 October). Run by the  

environmental group Common 

Ground, the day is designed not 

only as a celebration of the  

quintessential English fruit that  

features in so many recipes, but to 

remind people of the importance 

of orchards, fields, and nature.  

 

And back to those harvest festivals and jugs of cideré and the 

Normans 
In the same way as they brought them to the UK, the Romans took their apple growing skills with 

them to France. The French themselves soon became avid apple growers and itõs to the Normans 

that we owe cider, developed in their monasteries and first brought across with William the  

Conqueror during the Norman Conquest in 1066.  

But it wasnõt long before our own monks were cider-making, and experimenting and cultivating 

and nurturing different apple varieties to suit the UKõs climate, for producing cider and eating.   

So, the origins of the apples in that harvest supper cider and of those piled in this monthõs  

harvest festival displays may be reasonably local ð from 

the orchards of Kent, perhaps, or even your own back 

gardens. But theyõve travelled a long way down 

through the centuries, from their origins in the  

mountains of Kazakhstan. 

 

Caroline Wigley 



October Tree Trail  

We hope enjoy visiting the tree trail. 

This month the trail is based on the songs 
of harvest and you will find activities in 
the boxes, these include paper plate 
scarecrows, cheerio bird feeders, harvest 
crosses, a thank you paper chain and    

harvest hearts. 

November Childrenõs Activity 

Morning  

5
th
 November 10am to 11.30am 

at St James Church. West End. 

Come and join us for a morning of friendship, storytelling       

and craft activities.  

All are welcome, to book your place please 
contact Jan at                                         

stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com 

mailto:stjameswe.childrenswork@gmail.com


Life At St James  
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

125 years ago (1897) ð It is obvious that West Endõs love of cricket goes back a long way and 

that members of the church were serious in their endeavours to take part in as many matches as 

possible with other cricket clubs. A report of the 1897 season records that they not only played 

in local matches against Hamble, Bitterne and Northam Iron Works, but that opposing teams 

were often in places further afield, such as Owlesbury and Portland CC. It seem that they had a 

few handy bowlers as well. Although Mr G Axtell was much missed during the season, having 

sustained a broken arm in their opening match at Fair Oak. In order to improve their  

performances even further, ôMr. O. E. Hollingworth presented the Club with a large piece of  

cocoanut matting for use at, practice on a cement pitch, which has been laid down at the Club's 

Expenseõ.  

100 years ago (1922) ð     This very brief message appeared in the 

magazine this month.    I was curious as to what this work might 

entail. Having done a bit of research, it could relate to the role of a member of The Corps of 

King's Messengers (or Corps of Queen's Messengers during a female monarch), who 

are couriers employed by the British Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO). 

They hand-carry secret and important documents to British embassies, high commissions, and 

consulates around the world. Many Kingõs Messengers were retired Army personnel. Messengers 

generally travel in plain clothes in business class on scheduled airlines with their consignment. 

Not entirely convinced that we had a network of special secret agents in West End, especially if it 

would only take an hour each week. Anyone else got a theory or is it all hush, hush! 

75 years ago (1947) ð At this time of Harvest and Thanksgiving, it was nice to find that the 

church was inviting ôall those who consider their married life to be happyõ to come to church for 

a special service. In previous years that particular Sunday in October had been devoted to the 

ônewly marriedõ, but this year they wanted everyone to come and, ôas lovers together, to thank 

God for his love and goodnessõ. 

50 years ago (1972) ð The bi-annual bazaar was due to be held this month. It was pointed out 

that whilst these types of events were once the main sort of income for a parish, the change to 

better stewardship methods meant that they could be enjoyed as a ôboostõ to income. More  

importantly though, they were great social occasions, ôfor mixing people and getting to know 

one anotherõ 

It would appear that not every parishioner was onboard with early attempts at becoming an eco

-church. ôOverheard in the churchyard - òI hope no one makes a flower bed of me when Iõm 

dead!óõ 

10 years ago (2012) - In a report from the pupils of Saint James School, we learnt that in their 

PSHE (Personal, social, health and economic) lessons that the pupils had been encouraged to 

write four facts about themselves. Ben Jordan in Meerkats class wrote, ôHello 

my name is Ben and I like sleeping. I am also very cheeky. I like my two cats 

Scantil and Mizzle. Finally I like Moshi Monsters! Whatever happened to 

Moshi Monsters? 


