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Vicky writes é... 
 

 

My two younger children will be starting secondary school in  

September, and they have just had a transition day. There was a 

welcome assembly, a tour of the school, a science lesson and some 

ôgetting to know each otherõ time in the tutor group they will be in. 

 

They were surprisingly nervous about the day but came home full of 

news about the new friends they have made and the school clubs they can join. They were  

especially excited to discover that they can choose to buy whatever food they want from the 

school cafeteria. Iõm hoping that by September they will be making healthier choices than  

popcorn followed by chocolate brownie! But it was their first day thereê 

 

We are entering a new phase in our family life and Iõm going to have to allow them to be more 

independent and trust they will make sensible choices. I canõt help feeling rather sad that primary 

school is over, and my little girls are not so little anymore. But itõs lovely to have more grown up 

conversations with them and as they get more independent, I might even get time to read a book 

or two! 

 

We all enter new phases of our lives, and our focuses and priorities need to change and adapt. 

This is what it means to be human. The seasons change, we get older, and our circumstances and 

relationships change too. Each experience and phase, whether itõs happy or difficult, offers us a 

chance to grow and develop as people. And each phase means we will have different gifts and 

experiences to offer. As a priest with a family at home, my mind is filled with issues of growth, 

change, dependency, busyness and hair accessories! This is who I am at this stage in my life and 

to try and offer something else wouldnõt be authentic. 

 

The priest and author Rosemary Lain-Priestly writes that our calling in life, from the very  

beginning to the very end, is to be as fully as possible our unique selves. Iõm very struck by this 

phrase. We are each unique. The only person in our particular circumstances with the experiences 

and character we have. So no one else can be or offer what we can to the world at each stage of 

our lives. We are each significant and when we fail to embrace our potential or try to be someone 

else, then the world is poorer without the light we would otherwise bring. 

 

Our lives evolve. Our circumstances, relationships, friends, and activities all change over the years, 

but each day is still as significant, real and sacred as all the other ones, no matter which phase of 

our life it is in. And whatever stage we are at we must accept it and embrace it and seek to live it 

to its fullness, to be as fully as possible our unique selves in it. 

 

I wish you a wonderful, restful summer. 

 

Vicky 



Whatõs going on at St James Church? 
Church Service and diary dates for July 

 

Sunday 3
rd
 ð Thomas the Apostle 

     9.30am   Sung Eucharist with childrenõs groups     
     11am      Church Alive All Age Communion      
     12-2.30pm HOPE BBQ          
     6.30pm   Sung Evensong 
 

Monday 4
th

   8pm -9pm Quiet Space 
 

Tuesday 5
th

   10am Meeting about Childrenõs and Schoolõs work in the hall 
     11am Holy Habitõs course in the church hall 
     2.30pm -3.30pm Quiet Space 
 

Wednesday
 
6
th
      9.15am -10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

     10.30am Sung Eucharist 
     2.30pm -3.30pm Quiet Space  
 

Friday 8
th
     9.30am -10.30am Quiet Space  

     10:30am ð 12 noon Community Coffee Morning in the church hall 
 

Saturday 9
th

   1.00pm Wedding   
  

Sunday 10
th
 ð Sea Sunday 

     9.30am Sung Eucharist with childrenõs groups     
     11. 00am Church Alive All Age Informal service     
     4pm -5pm Welcome Tea in the hall for those new to the church  
     5.30pm ð 7pm IGNITE Youth Group 
 

Monday 11
th

   2.30pm Dawson Lodge ð Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday 13
th

  9.15am -10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall)   
     10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

Thursday 14
th

   1.00pm Churches Together  
 

Sunday 17
th
 ð Trinity 5              

     9.30am Sung Eucharist with childrenõs groups     
     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service     
     3pm Holy Baptisms          
     6.30pm Sung Evensong 
 

Tuesday 19
th   

11am Holy Habitõs course in the church hall 
 

Wednesday 20
th
    9.15-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall)       

     10.30am Sung Eucharist         
     10.30am Sunnycroft Communion       
     7.30pm PCC   
 

Sunday 24
th

- James the Apostle             
     9.30am Festival Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups  
     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service     
     6.30pm Taiz®  
 

Monday 25
th 

-    HEWEB Bible Holiday Club starts and runs all week (see advert) 
     2.30pm Dawson Lodge ð Songs of Praise 
 

Wednesday 27th  10.30am Sung Eucharist 
     2pm Oaklands Service 
 

Thursday 28
th

   11am Prayer Time in the Lady Chapel 
 

Saturday 30
th

   1pm Wedding 



Sunday 31
st
 Trinity 7  

     9.30am Sung Eucharist          
     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service     
     3pm Holy Baptisms 
 

Church services and diary dates for August 
 

Wednesday
 
3
rd
      10.30am Sung Eucharist 

 

Friday 5
th
     11am Lincoln Court Communion 

 

Saturday 6
th

   12pm Renewal of Wedding vows 

     3pm Wedding 
    

Sunday 7
th
 ð Trinity 8              

     9.30am Sung Eucharist         

     11.00am Church Alive All Age Communion      

     6.30pm Sung Evensong 
 

Monday 8
th

   2.30pm Dawson Lodge Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday 10
th

  10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

Friday 12
th 

  10.30am ð 12 noon Community Coffee Morning in the hall 

 

Sunday 14
th
 ð Trinity 9              

     9.30am Sung Eucharist          

     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service     

     3pm Holy Baptisms 
 

Wednesday 17
th
    10.30am Sung Eucharist 

 

Thursday 18
th
    12pm Wedding  

 

Sunday 21
st
 ð Trinity 10  

     9.30am Sung Eucharist          

     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service     

     3pm Holy Baptism          

     6.30pm Sung Evensong  
 

Monday 22nd   2.30pm Dawson Lodge ð Songs of Praise 
 

Wednesday 24th  10.30am Sung Eucharist 

     10.30am Sunnycroft Communion       

     2pm -3pm Oaklands Service 
 

Thursday 25
th
    11am Prayer Time in the Lady Chapel 

 

Sunday 28
th
  Trinity 11              

     9.30am Sung Eucharist          

     11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service     

     6.30pm Taiz® 

 

Wednesday 31
st
     10.30am Sung Eucharist 

 

 

 



Weekly Events: 
Open Church - The church is open to visit on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9am to 3pm and 

on Wednesdays 11.30am to 3pm. 
 

Morning Prayer is said in Church on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 9am. 
 

Choir Practice is in Church on Tuesdays 8pm-9pm. For more information contact our Choir  

Director, Chris Fay, on stjameswe.music@gmail.com 
 

Stay and Play ð Wednesdays 9.15am-10.30am in term time in the church hall.  For preschool tod-

dlers and babies and their parents/carers.  Cost Ã1.50 per session and includes an individual 

snack.   
 

Monthly Events: 
1
st
 Saturday Childrenõs Activity Morning - From 10am to 11.30am in church. A short interactive 

talk, crafts and refreshments for children of all ages.  For more info and to book to attend please 

contact Jan j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 07519 759269.  There is no activity morning in August.  
 

2
nd
 Friday Community Coffee Morning - 10.30am to 12 noon in the church hall.  All welcome.  

 

2
nd
 Sunday Ignite Youth Group - 5.30pm ð 7pm at the Church.  For ages 11 to 15.  If you would 

like to join, please contact Vicky at stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com.  There is no session in August 
 

Last Thursday of the month Prayer Time - Join for a time of prayer for the needs of the world, 

local community and individuals from 11am to 11.45am in the Lady Chapel in church.   

 

Notices and News 
 

There are no childrenõs groups in the 9.30am service during the school holidays. Back in Sept.   
 

Growing in Faith course.  All welcome to this discipleship course thinking about what it means 

to follow Jesus.  Tuesdays 5th and 19th July at 11am in the church hall and for 6 weeks from 6th 

September.   
 

New to St James?  If you've joined us in the last year or so you are warmly invited to tea and 

cake in the church hall on Sunday 10th July from 4pm to 5pm.  This social event is a chance to get 

to know others at the church and to find out a bit more about what goes on and who does 

what.    
 

Food Bank - donations for the Food Bank can be left in the basket at the back of church.   
 

Contact Details: 
Vicar: Revõd Vicky Maunder stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com or 07762673350 or 023 8114 1192.   
 

Associate Priest: Revõd Linda Galvin rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com or 07934 419302 
 

See our website www.stjameswestend.org.uk for more information about church life.  

 

Are you in need of space to hold Talks, Quizzes, Childrenõs Parties? 
 

Our Church Hall is an excellent space with a fully equipped kitchen.  With   seating for up to 

80 people comfortably and lower prices for regular users and registered charities.  Why not 

come along and have a look? 

 

For more details please contact stjameswe.churchhall@gmail.com or phone 07519 759269 

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com
mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
mailto:rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com
http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk/


A note from the Church Wardens  
Your churchwardens (and Vicky) went to Romsey Abbey on 7th June for the  

Archdeacon's Visitation, and we solemnly and sincerely swore  that we would faithfully and 

diligently perform the duties of our roles, and do our best, with the help of God, in our  

personal lives. It was a very nice occasion on a sunny evening, with lots of  

churchwardens and supporting clergy there, and it was also good to have a short chat with 

our former Vicar, Rev. Thomas Wharton, who led the prayers for the service. The  

homemade biscuits were very good, too! 

 

There is a small group looking at ways in which we can become an Eco-church, and we 

have made some small steps in the right direction. If anyone would like to join our group, 

which meets occasionally and makes progress behind 

the scenes, please let Diana know. We could do 

with people to look at Land and how we use it, and  

Lifestyle (i.e. recommendations for ourselves  

personally). 

 

We are attempting to change the church noticeboard 

on West End Road, and a generous donor has given 

funds to make this possible. A local signage firm was 

unable to provide what we had in mind, so we are now 

in touch with a specialist church noticeboard company 

in Cheshire, but they have put everything on hold as 

they have Covid...we'll get there eventually!   

 

Scott and Diana 

Quiet Spaces  

We are all facing the challenges of life at the moment...perhaps you long for some time 

away from stress and anxiety? Do you feel God calling you to spend some time with him 

in stillness in the company of a small group from our church community?  Perhaps Quiet 

Spaces might be for you? 

We meet about 3 times each school term and new members are always welcome. We 

have recently started a group that will be meeting in half terms and school holidays. 

Bookings are made when the days and times are circulated to members.   

Each meeting we share prayer, a time of stillness and we discuss our reflections on the 

theme for the month which aims to bring God's presence into our 

everyday lives.  If this is something you are feeling called to explore 

in more detail, please contact Brenda Holden tel. 02380 

474826  email  bmholden84@gmail.com 

 

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com




Meet our new Music Leaders  
Chris Fay - was born and educated in Portsmouth, where he joined his local church choir at 

the age of 8. Whilst at Portsmouth Grammar School, be commenced organ lessons and  

progressed to read Music at Bristol University. After graduation, Chris took the one year  

teaching certificate at what was then King Alfredõs College Winchester, and soon found his first 

Job as a music teacher at King Edward VI School in Southampton (where his boss was Martin 

Hall, a previous organist at St Jamesõ). After 11 years, Chris was appointed Director of Music at 

Bishop Wordsworthõs School in Salisbury, where he stayed until 2020, taking early retirement.  

 

During this time, Chris was Organist and Choirmaster at St Philipõs Church in Cosham,  

St Matthewõs Otterbourne, and then Highfield Church in Southampton, where he stayed for 19 

years, taking the choir on tour to various cathedrals in the UK, and twice to Sweden. During the 

course of his work, Chris has played organs in many of the UKõs cathedrals, including York  

Minster, Salisbury, Durham and Winchester, as well as further afield, including Notre Dame  

Paris and Uppsala Cathedral in Sweden. 

 

Since òretiringó Chris has continued to direct choirs,  

including the A Cappella Choir in Salisbury, and he has a 

busy week teaching piano and organ in various school in the 

area. 

 

Chrisõs hobbies include travel, football, Laurel and Hardy and 

walking. He is looking forward to the new challenge at St 

Jamesõ Church. 

 

òWe are always looking for new members, so if you enjoy 

singing and would like to make music with a friendly group 

of musicians, please get in touch. In the first  

instance please email Chris at 

stjameswe.music@gmail.com for further  details.ó 

  

Anita So - Hello, everyone! My name is Anita. I am from Hong Kong. I moved to the UK with 

my husband and my daughter in October 2021. I am excited to join the St. Jamesõ big family. 

When I was in Hong Kong, I worked as a piano teacher and accompanist. I have had a strong 

interest in accompanying since primary school, where I took up the post of accompanist for 

morning assemblies and school choirs. I was invited to play at various festive occasions for 

school over the years. After graduating from secondary school, I pursued a career in music and 

received my LRSM (Piano), LTCL (Piano) and Master of Arts (Music) in Hong Kong.  

 

Other than teaching piano, I have experience in 

leading handbells teams at both primary and  

secondary levels and running choirs for seniors. 

 

Music is the universal language of human kind. It 

has no boundaries over culture, and is a form of 

speech which can express emotions better than 

words. I look forward to contributing to the Church 

Alive service and improving my skillset alongside 

the wonderful music team here. Letõs praise God 

through music together!           

mailto:stjameswe.music@gmail.com


A Jubilee Round Up  
 

What a wonderful time was had by all in the run up to and over the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

weekend. At church we opened out doors to a mini flower festival featuring flowers and wedding 

dressing representing the different decades of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabethõs reign. A gathering 

with the local community at Hatch Grange for fun and games and culminating in the lighting of 

the beacon. Meanwhile at Saint James Primary school the children had been busy  

creating Puddings fit for a Queen and designing a card to be sent to Buckingham Palace. So here 

is a round up of some of those celebrations 
 

Our cover photo shows one of the displays created for the Mini Flower Festival. 

Alongside the floral crown jewels stands two exquisite examples of the wedding 

dresses we were loaned for the occasion.  
 

Many of the dresses had been worn by brides married at St 

James church and these were complimented by photographs, 

both old and more recently, of the nuptials celebrated in the 

church. 
 

The flower displays themselves were both profuse and extravagant as befits a  

wedding, some also picked up the red, white and blues of the Union Jack flag 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some, however, represented the traditional bridal bouquet 

and even the refreshment tables were decorated to  

perfection with their tea cup arrangements. 

 

The church was also decorated with bunting that was made 

out of cards designed by the children of Saint James Primary school.  
 

A competition had been held to design a card 

that would be sent to Buckingham Palace  

congratulating Her Majesty on her 70 year 

reign. The winner was James with his striking 

design of a shield and 

runner up Eliseõs sparkly 

gold leaf. Here is James 

preparing to put his card 

in the post to the Queen! 



Earlier the children had school had been displaying their culinary skills in creating a Pudding fit 

for the Queen.  

Amongst the many delicious recipes were Royal 

Red Velvet Cake, Commonwealth Pudding and The 

Queenõs Corgi Cake.  

However the winner was Coco with her Elizabeth 

Sponge, featuring juniper berry decorations and 

with a hint of gin flavouringê apparently the Queen 

like a little tipple of gin from time to time! Or thatõs 

what Cocoõs research discovered. 

A feast of another kind was the culmination of the 

Jubilee weekend as the people of West End came 

together to for a picnic in the park. 

Hatch Grange played host to the local community 

who enjoyed games, races and music.  

 

 

St James Church was in charge of feeding (not quite the 5,000), but our team 

worked incredibly hard, and we did sell all of our burgers and sausages as 

well as supply a Royal Pimms to several  

hundred customers. 

 

There was also a chance to have a go on the 

human fruit machine to win a prize, and even 

the Councilõs chair decided to try her luck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Finally our choir helped to lead the community  

singing, including a special song written for the  

Jubilee. 

 

Iƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ [ŀǎǝƴƎ DƛƊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 

ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƻǿƴΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƛƊǎ ƛƴ ǿƛƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ  

ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǝƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛƎƻǊŀǘŜ 

ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  

²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ ƎƛƊǎ ƛƴ ǿƛƭƭǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛƊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ  

ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ  

¢ƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇŀŎƪΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿǿǿΦŎƘǳǊŎƘƭŜƎŀŎȅΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ CƻǊǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎƛƊǎ ƛƴ ǿƛƭƭǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŝƛπ

ǘƘŜǊ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƘƛƳ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ  ×××ȢÃÈÕÒÃÈÌÅÇÁÃÙȢÏÒÇȢÕË 



Welcome Tea  
Are you fairly new to St James? 

 I am sure we know who you are, but do you know who we are?  

This is a chance for everyone to get to know each other a little 

better in an informal social gathering; and of course there will be tea and cake! 

Join us on Sunday 10th July between 4pm and 5pm 

We look forward to welcoming you again 

HOPE Treasure Hunt  
 

What a fabulous way to spend a morning in and around West End 

Village, following clues and questions on the HOPE Treasure Hunt. 

In aid of HOPE charities, many people turned out to pick up their 

copies of the treasure hunt from the ôquizmastersõ Christine and 

Steve Johnson.  

 

Once the teams were registered, we left in staggered starts, so as 

not to cheat, and made our way around the village on a simple 

walking route, solving a variety of questions. A house where a 

wizard lives, one with a connection to beer and even close  

inspection of the Chinese takeaway menu left us searching for clues within our allocated time. Itõs 

amazing what things you donõt even notice existed before until you take a closer look! We were 

also asked to collect some items along the way in the hopes of boosting our score. 

 

With the added risk of a time penalty, we had to ensure we kept 

moving to follow the course, making our way back up the hill to 

the Church. Even some things in our own Churchyard made us 

look and look again before handing our completed sheet in to be 

marked. 

 

Congratulations to all the teams that took part and the winning 

team òAwesome Alexandersó who claimed their sweet treats as 

their prize. It will be worth paying more attention when enjoying a 

walk around West End, looking at minute details that will open our 

eyes to the world around us, particularly if this becomes a regular 

event in the St Jamesõ Church calendar!  

 

 

 

If you missed out or are interested in having a go yourself, 

there are copies of the HOPE Treasure Hunt still available so 

you can take part at your leisure. Please contact Christine 

Johnson on 07762171954 who will be happy to send a copy to 

you, in return for a Ã3 donation towards HOPE charities. 

 

        Kate Badcock 

Quizmasters Christine and Steve 

Max and Granddad check for clues! 

Winners ôAwesome Alexanders spy out 

some more answers! 


