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Vicky writes é... 
 

 

What a wonderful Holy Week and Easter we had this year. It was just 

such a joy to be able to be together for worship without restricted 

numbers and with music we could all join in with. Being isolated from 

others for such extended periods in recent years has made coming 

together so much more special. There are also a number of  

opportunities to come together over the next few weeks which Iõm 

really looking forward to!    
 

On 8th May our services will be a little bit different. After a said 9.30am Eucharist we are having a 

10.30am joint Service of Praise which includes our annual meeting followed by a bring and share 

lunch. It will be very good to worship altogether as one church family and to thank and pray for 

our church officers and church council members. Please do come along to this service and you 

can sign up to bring something for the lunch at the back of church. It might sound a little strange 

to have the meeting as part of a service, but I have experience of this from my previous parish 

and I know other churches that do it. It offers the whole of our church life to God in worship and 

enables us to commission our lay leadership and to pray together for them as they take up their 

responsibilities.    
 

Christian Aid Week begins the following Sunday, 15th May, and our HOPE team are organising a 

fundraising lunch that day at 12 noon in the church hall. This is another lovely opportunity to 

connect with others and also to help raise money for the important work Christian Aid does. The 

lunch will be jacket potatoes with a choice of toppings and pudding. Adults Ã6 and children Ã2.  

You can sign up to come in church.  
 

Then, at the beginning of June, the country will celebrate the Queenõs Platinum Jubilee when 

there is an extended bank holiday weekend from Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th. I have such happy 

memories of street parties in recent years for the Queenõs Diamond Jubilee and her 90th birthday.   

These occasions are a great excuse for community gatherings and of course the Queen is greatly 

to be admired. She has been a figure of stability during a period of great change and has lived a 

life of faith, service, and duty. Iõm so pleased that the church has been included in the Hatch 

Grange beacon lighting celebrations on 2nd June. We are running a BBQ there and our choir will 

be leading the singing of the Jubilee ôSong of the Commonwealthõ. Our Flower Team are also 

planning a wonderful display in church over those days for everyone to enjoy.  For more details 

about these events see page 4 in the magazine.    
 

Love and Prayers, 
 

Vicky 

Picture Reflections  
The picture on the front cover this month was taken after the wonderful Easter Vigil service, which 

included the Baptism and Confirmation by Bishop Geoff Annas, of four candidates from St James, 

Adrian, Julia, Asuka and Bradley. What a joy to celebrate with them. 

Do you have a picture that you would like to be featured on the front of our magazine?  

Perhaps you have a prayers or reflections that you contribute to go with the picture.  Send your 

pictures to Kate Badcock stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com.  It would be fabulous to see some of 

your pictures.  (Please do not send pictures with people featuring in it unless we can confirm their 

express permission to use it) 



Whatõs going on at St James Church? 

Services and Diary Dates for May  
 

Sunday 1
st
 ð Third Sunday of Easter 

      9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

      11am Church Alive All Age Communion 

      6.30pm Sung Evensong 
 

Wednesday 4
th

    9.15am-10.30am Stay and Play (Church Hall) 

      10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

Friday 6th     10am Lincoln Court Communion 
 

Saturday 7
th    

10am-11.30am Childrenõs Activity Morning 
 

Sunday 8
th
 ð Fourth Sunday of Easter 

      9.30am Said Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

      10:30am All Age Service of Praise with Annual Church Meeting 

      followed by ôBring and Shareõ lunch. 

      3pm Holy Baptisms 

      5.30pm IGNITE Youth Group 
 

Wednesday 11
th

   9.15am-10.30am Stay and Play (Church Hall)  

      10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

Friday 13
th

    10.30am ð 12pm Community Coffee Morning (Church Hall) 
  

Sunday 15
th
 ð Fifth Sunday of Easter 

      Christian Aid Week begins 

      9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

      11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

      12pm Christian Aid Lunch 

      3pm Holy Baptisms 

      6.30pm Sung Evensong 
 

Wednesday 18
th
 May  9.15am-10.30am Stay and Play (Church Hall)  

      10.30am Sung Eucharist 

      7.30pm PCC Meeting  
 

Sunday 22
nd
 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 

      9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

      11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

      2pm Wedding  

      6.30pm Taiz®  
 

Wednesday 25
th
 May   9.15am-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

      10.30am Sunnycroft Communion  

      10.30am Sung Eucharist 
  

Thursday 26
th
 May   11am Prayer Time in the Lady Chapel 

      7.30pm Ascension Day Eucharist 
 

Sunday 29
th
 ð Seventh Sunday of Easter 

      9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) with childrenõs groups 

      11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service 

      1pm Holy Baptisms 

      3pm Holy Baptisms 



Weekly Events: 
 

Open Church - The church is open to visit on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9am to 3pm and 

on Wednesdays 11.30am to 3pm. 

Morning Prayer is said in Church on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 9am. 

Choir Practice is in Church on Tuesdays 8pm-9pm. For more information contact our Choir Di-

rector, Chris Fay, on stjameswe.music@gmail.com 

Stay and Play ð Wednesdays 9.15am-10.15am in term time in the church hall.  For preschool tod-

dlers and babies and their parents/carers.  Cost Ã1.50 per session and includes an  

individual snack.   
 

Monthly Events: 
 

1
st
 Saturday Childrenõs Activity Morning - From 10am to 11.30am in church. A short interactive 

talk, crafts and refreshments for children of all ages. For more info and to book to attend please 

contact Jan j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 07519 759269. 

2
nd
 Friday Community Coffee Morning - 10.30am to 12 noon in the church hall. All welcome.  

2
nd
 Sunday Ignite Youth Group - 5.30pm ð 7pm at the Church.  For ages 11 to 15.  If you would 

like to join, please contact Vicky at stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com.   

Last Thursday of the month Prayer Time - Join for a time of prayer for the needs of the world, 

local community and individuals from 11am to 11.45am in the Lady Chapel in church.   
 

Notices and News 
 

Food Bank - donations for the Food Bank can be left in the basket at the back of church.   

Tree Trail - Enjoy our May Tree trail in the church grounds. 

Annual Meeting (APCM) ð will be held on Sunday 8
th
 May when we elect our church officers and 

reflect on the last year.  

Christian Aid Week begins 15th May 

Queenõs Platinum Jubilee 2nd to 5th June 

A note from the  

Church Wardens  
 

 

On Saturday 21st May we will be having another 

working day, for tidying the church grounds. This 

will be between 10am and 1pm 

 

Any labour, skilled or unskilled, will be most welcome: not only is it nice to work together and 

have a chat, but many hands make light work! You don't have to be an experienced gardener, 

as there will be weeding the paths, clearing up and sweeping to do. If you are a gardener, 

though, bring your gardening gloves, and any favourite small tools- larger items will be  

provided. It would also be useful if a couple of volunteers could do refreshments, around  

mid-morning, for the gardening workers. Please let any of us know if you can help in any way, 

so that we can work out a list of useful jobs, and provide enough refreshments!   
 

Looking forward to seeing you, 

 
Scott, Noel and Diana 

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com
mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com


Children and Young People  
 

On Good Friday around 30 people gathered in the church 

hall for a children's activity morning, run by Jan with help 

from Carol, Lyn and Rev Linda. The theme was the "Rocky 

Road to Easter" and we began with Jan leading us through 

the Easter story, as the children helped unpack ingredients 

for rocky road slices, while Jan explained their symbolism: 

green jelly tots for the palms on Palm Sunday; chocolate for 

the tables which Jesus turned over in the Temple; raisins for 

the figs on the fig tree in Jesus' parable; biscuits for the 

bread, and cherries for the wine at the Last Supper; edible 

silver balls for Judas' 30 pieces of silver; the three ingredients 

of a Mars bar for the three times Peter denied knowing  

Jesus; white marshmallows for the cloth that Jesus' body was 

wrapped in; Maltesers for the stone of the tomb; and eggs 

for new life! 
 

Then we went outside for an exciting Easter egg hunt in 

the sunny churchyard while the amazing team set up the 

church hall for us to make lovely Easter gardens. After 

some yummy hot cross buns, we proceeded into the 

church where Reverend Vicky led a short Good Friday 

service themed around colours: white for purity and  

Jesus' burial clothes; royal purple for Jesus the king; dark 

blue for sadness and injustice; red for God's love and  

Jesus' blood; and black for complete sadness and death. 

We also got a sneak peek of yellow for new life! 
 

We had a fantastic time and everyone else appeared to as well! Thank you very much to all 

who made this such a lovely activity morning. 

                     Steve and Samuel Alexander 
 

The Children also enjoyed making incredible Easter Gardens during the morning 



May Tree Trail  
 

Our May Tree Trail is a continuation of our Easter Trail. Come and explore the Easter 

Hymns and activities in the boxes.    
 

At the Welcome tree you will find the words to Christ  the Lord is Risen Today and in the 

box you will find egg shapes to decorate and tie to the tree. Moving on to the Faith tree 

we have the words of In Christ Alone, open the box to find butterfly shapes representing 

the change in our lives that Jesus brings.  
 

Visit the Thank You tree here we have the words to the beautiful hymn Morning Has  

Broken and in the box you will find shapes representing our beautiful world to tie to the 

tree as you say thank you to God.  
 

At our Praise Tree you will find the words of I Am the Lord of the Dance open the box to 

find shapes of people to decorate the tree, letõs fill 

the tree with joyous Easter people.    
 

Finally at the Worry tree we have the words of 

Amazing Grace and we invite you think about the 

things you want to pass on to God as you tie a  

ribbon to the tree. 

 

We hope you enjoy the trail. 

 

    

   

 

 

          HOPE Christian Aid Lunch  

Please come and join us on 15
th
 May at 12 noon for our  

Christian Aid lunch in the church hall. 
 

We will be serving jacket potatoes with a choice of topping and a pudding.  
 

Please book your place on the signup sheet in church or on Eventbrite.  

Adults Ã6 and children Ã2 
 

Thank You for your continued support. 



Queenõs Platinum Jubilee  

Celebrations  
 

West End Community Event and 

Beacon Lighting on 2nd June 
 

St Jamesõ Church have been invited to run a BBQ at the West End Parish Council celebrations. The 

event is for all the family and will commence at 6pm on Thursday 2nd June on Hatch Grange. The 

BBQ and other stalls will run until 8.30pm and then the event will culminate with a ceremony with 

the lighting of the beacon at 9.45pm as part of the national Platinum Jubilee beacon lighting 

event. We are keen to take part in this great community event and we need volunteers to make it 

a success. If you would like to help or are interested in finding out more, please contact Revd. 

Vicky, thank you in advance. 

 

As part of the beacon lighting ceremony a newly composed ôSong for the Commonwealthõ will be 

sung by choirs throughout the country. Itõs composed by Vincent Atueyi Chinemelu, a musician 

from Nigeria with words by songwriter Lucy Kiely from Australia. Our St James Choir is leading 

the singing at the Hatch Grange Event with Hedge End Glee Club and any local singers who 

would like to take part. Would you like to join too for this event? There will be two rehearsals on 

Tuesdays 24th and 31st May at 8.30pm in the church. All welcome. For more information contact 

Chris on stjameswe.music@gmail.com. 

Mini Flower Festival  

at the church 2nd ð 4th June 

 

 

 

 

To celebrate the Queenõs Platinum Jubilee our Flower team are  

decorating the church with flowers and a display of wedding  

dresses and photographs through the decades of the Queenõs reign.   

 

The church will be open 10am to 3pm each day and refreshments will 

be served. Do pop in to enjoy the display and cup of tea or  

coffee and cake. 

 

Would you like to join the rota to help with the drinks or steward in 

the church? If so, please contact Sue and Lyn at 

pccsecretary.stjameswe@gmail.com. 

 

Maybe you have a wedding photo you could share for the displays? 



Mixing With The Royals!  
Rebecca, a former parishioner of St Jamesõ up until very recently, met Princess Anne whilst she 
was visiting New Milton to open the new CAB office which New Milton Mencap share as a joint 
office. As part of this visit, Princess Anne visited another Mencap centre and also a local food 
larder the Food Larder (a food bank), which is held there. 
  

While at the facility she was introduced to Rebecca and two other Mencap members who have 
been trained to help and support other people with learning disabilities to become more able 
at using computers, software and media etc, so that they can feel more confident at accessing 
and improving information and communication links 
  

Princess Anne, thanked Rebecca for describing her role in supporting people to learn and         
develop their computer skills in a confident and informative manner - Rebecca said afterwards    
"I was very proud to meet Princess Anne, it's a moment I will always remember." 

A child stood among them...  
On Maundy Thursday the annual Chrism Eucharist service was held at 
Winchester Cathedral for the renewal of vows of bishops, priest,  
deacons and lay people. It was a joyful occasion made even more so 
by the revival of a tradition that had not been used for many years - 
that of a child addressing the bishops with a charge to renew their 
ministerial vows and then addressing all of the ministers present.  

 

The child chosen to do this was Danielle from Saint James Primary School, who had recently been 
nominated for and won an Impact Award for her work on inclusion and diversity. Danielle has a 
condition called Hypochondroplasia and created a video to talk about this to others, and which 
was distributed to all of our schools in the Winchester & Portsmouth Diocese and can be viewed 
here 5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ ϧ IȅǇƻŎƘƻƴŘǊƻǇƭŀǎƛŀ - ̧ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ  We are all very proud of you Danielle. 
 

лп-мп-нн 5ƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ /ƘǊƛǎƳ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘΣ ƭƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΦ - ̧ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ  5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ роΥро ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴǎ .ƛǎƘƻǇ 

5ŜōōƛŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ŀǘ мΥосΥол 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPxdVNVfk_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DS2TSact144
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Offering Spiritual Care in Later Life 
Carol Kidd is Anna Chaplain for Harefield & West End 

carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com  

07842244876 
 

Carol offers a listening ear to, and shares time with, older persons especially the isolated  

and the lonely, and if needed their families and carers in order to also support them by  

signposting to other help that may be available. 
 

Initial contact can be made by phone or email and this can be followed by further phone 

contact or if preferred may include a home visit in your own home, in a Care Home or  

arrangement can be made to meet at St Jamesõ Church. 
 

Anna Chaplains are trained in offering spiritual support to 

older people by the Anna Chaplaincy team at BRF - a UK - 

registered Christian charity. 
 

Carol works as our Anna Chaplain in a voluntary capacity 

and has experience of working in the NHS, in pastoral care 

and in church ministry as one of St Jamesõ Licensed Lay 

Ministers. 
 

Harefield & West End Anna Chaplaincy is affiliated to Anna 

Chaplaincy for Older People and is part of the Bible  

Reading Fellowship [BRF] a Registered Charity [233280] 
 

For further information: https://annachaplaincy.org.uk IŀǊŜŬŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƴŘ 

          New for 2022  

          an invitation to a  

          Community Café  
          Where?  St Jamesõ Church Hall 

          Who For?   Anyone who wishes to pop in.  
          No need to book just come along on your  
          own or with others 

          When?  The ôsecondõ Friday of each   
          month anytime between 10:30am-12 noon 
           
 

Come and take the opportunity for a cup of coffee or tea, plus biscuits or cake and friendly chat 

in these early months of the year as we await brighter days and signs of spring. 

As warmer mornings arrive and the weather allows there will be the option of resting awhile at 
tables and chairs outside in the beautiful churchyard when the trees will be in blossom 

Covid prevention measures regarding ventilation etc. will be in place as per recommendations 

The next three dates will be on May 13
th
; June 10

th
; July 8

th
  

For further information: email stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com or stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com 

mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
mailto:stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com


A Day to let God love you  
 

On Saturday 2nd April about 20 of us  attended the Quiet 

Day led by Ann Lewin* in our church building and hall.  It 

was wonderful to have a number of visitors joining us from    

different parishes in the area. Some people were only able 

to stay for either the morning or the afternoon session, but 

the majority of us were there for the whole day and  

enjoyed a very welcome soup lunch prepared by Linda. 
 

Ann introduced both of the sessions in the day with a  

reflection giving us food for thought and prayer. She gave 

us notes from her reflections for us to use, if we wanted to, 

through the time of quiet, but there were also creative  

materials for us to use which had been supplied by Hopeweavers. 
 

In the morning session we were encouraged to think about God looking at us with love rather 

than with disapproval of our sinfulness. God appreciates us and our gifts and we were led to  

reflect on how we can grow in our relationship with him through his loving presence. 
 

In the afternoon we were challenged to think about being chosen by God and what that  

blessing can mean in our lives. 
 

The Quiet Day was a welcome breathing space for time-out! There was the opportunity to just 

'be' without thinking about our 'to do' lists back in our homes. The timing was helpful before 

the busyness of Holy Week - perhaps a similar Quiet Day in Advent would be helpful?   
 

For those who might feel that a Quiet Day is not for them - you don't know  

until you have tried it!  Attending half of the day is a good way to explore the 

experience.  

 

*Ann has published a number of books - my favourite is 'Watching for the 

Kingfisher' which consists of poems and  prayers that have been cited by  

other spiritual writers.  She writes with wisdom and understanding of God in 

the everyday experiences in our lives. 

            Brenda Holden 

Quiet Spaces  
We are all facing the challenges of life at the moment...perhaps you long for some time away 

from stress and anxiety? Do you feel God calling you to spend some time with him in stillness 

in the company of a small group from our church community?  Perhaps Quiet Spaces might 

be for you? 

We meet about 3 times each school term and new members are always welcome. We have 

recently started a group that will be meeting in half terms and school holidays. Bookings are 

made when the days and times are circulated to members.   

Each meeting we share prayer, a time of stillness and we discuss our reflections 

on the theme for the month which aims to bring God's presence into our every-

day lives.  If this is something you are feeling called to explore in more detail, 

please contact Brenda Holden tel. 02380 474826  email  bmholden84@gmail.com 

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


Thankyou to  Diana who submitted our ôBook Clubõ  review this month.  Please send in your   

reviews to stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to share the likes, dislikes and  

recommendations of books, fiction or non-fiction.  

Cuthbert of Farne, by Katherine Tiernan   
 

Just because I have now been a churchwarden for almost a year doesnõt necessarily mean Iõve  

started reading lots of books about saints, and I admit I usually enjoy crime novels, but I have  

enjoyed this one, which was positively reviewed in Current Archaeology. Based on Bedeõs   

Ecclesiastical History of the English people, itõs actually a historical novel with priests, as the church 

and court were closely linked for hundreds of years.  

 

The main story starts with young Elfleda nervously setting out in 643AD to sail from Kent to marry 

King Oswy of Northumbria. The fortress at Bamburgh is intimidating, but safe from marauding 

Mercians. She is happy enough, and soon has her first son, Edfrith. The 14 year-old Wilfrid comes 

to the court to be a warrior, but, sympathising with his youth, she is able to arrange for him to go 

to Lindisfarne to be a companion, but also commits him to be a servant of God. He quickly  

becomes very devout and forgets about being a warrior. Life is complicated, especially  

relationships within the family (Oswy already had 2 sons) and precarious, with the Mercians  

wanting more land. 

 

The story moves to Cuthbert, who trained as a warrior, too, but finds out that he was promised to 

God when he was a baby. Aged 17, and disillusioned with war when he is ordered to fight against 

a kinsman of the Queen, he goes to a monastery to talk to Bishop Aidan, and there finds peace.  

 

We follow Elfledaõs story, as children arrive, grow up and find their places in life, and she becomes 

close to Hild, Abbess of Whitby, and Cuthbert, a friendly monk who leads a simple life, and is 

much beloved. His former friend, Wilfrid, is the contrast: a Bishop who loves fine vestments, has 

an armed entourage always around him, and is full of ambition, running his church in the Roman 

Catholic way, unlike the ways of the Celts and Saxons, and this threatens to split the church at the 

Council of Whitby. Wilfrid is controversial, but hugely successful, and  

becomes Bishop of a new monastery at Ripon, but it is the gentle Cuthbert, 

peace-maker and reconciler, who has spent time as a hermit on the barren 

island of Farne, who becomes a Saint. Sometimes known as Cuddy, he is 

the Northõs favourite Saint.  

 

The characters in this book do come to life, so I very much enjoyed it, and 

have bought the next two in the series. Unfortunately, as itõs published by a 

small publisher, neither of our library services have it in stock, but I would 

happily lend it to anyone who would like to read it. 
 

           Diana Barnes 



Church Together in Hedge 

End, West End and Botley are      

connected together for the  

good of our community.  
 

Across the Eastleigh Borough there are some 51 churches, all are invited to be part of a historic 

occasion! In the lead-up to Pentecost this year, the whole Church across Eastleigh Borough is 

invited to join together "in one place" at: 

 

Eastleigh Parish Church, All Saints', 

Desborough Road (corner of Derby Rd), 

Eastleigh, SO50 5NH 

on the Saturday evening of 14th May 2022 6.30pm - 8.30pm. 

 

The evening will include the worship of Jesus led by the Sound Worship orchestra. 

 

There will be opportunity to pray together for Chandlers Ford & Valley Park / Eastleigh Town / 

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak & Horton Heath / Hedge End, West End and Botley / Southern Parishes. 

 

An introduction to the Eastleigh Movement for Recovery (EM4R) will take place. 

 

There will be a short presentation explaining the opportunity for our Borough Church to record 

answered prayers, as our contribution to the national monument known as The Eternal Wall of 

Answered Prayer. For info : https://www.eternalwall.org.uk/ 

 

The Borough-Wide Rooftop prayer opportunity will also be announced for later in year on 

02.10.22. For info: https://therooftop.org/unitedkingdom/ 

 

We therefore really hope you can join us for what we pray will be a won-

derfully encouraging evening for the Churches Together, Together! 

 

God Bless you 

 

Danny Stupple, Convenor Chair of Zion Projects,  

https://www.zionprojects.co.uk/ 

Something to make you smile é. 

The following appeared in church bulletins or were announced at church services, here is a few 

that Diana, our Churchwarden, wanted to share with you. 
 

ôThe sermon this morning: ôJesus Walks on Water.õ The sermon tonight: ôSearching for Jesus.õ 

 

ôThis being Easter Sunday,  we will ask Mrs Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on the altar.õ 

 

ôThe Rector will preach his farewell message after which the choir will sing õBreak Forth with joy.õ 

https://www.eternalwall.org.uk/
https://therooftop.org/unitedkingdom/
https://www.zionprojects.co.uk/
http://hewebchurches.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/CTE-logo.jpg
http://hewebchurches.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/CTE-logo.jpg


Life At St James  
Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

 

125 years ago (1897) ð On the 8th of May in 2022 we will be holding our Annual Church Meeting 

during our 10.30am worship in church. However, 125 years ago the meeting was held in the Vestry. 

Despite itõs smaller room proportions, the meeting apparently had ôa fair attendanceõ. Amongst 

ôvarious matters of interest to the Parishõ they discussed the acquisition of a Vicarage. ôAbout Ã500 in 

addition to the funds in hand, is required before a house can be built.õ 

100 years ago (1922) ð A missing edition! In other news, ôIt was Budget Day in the United  

Kingdom. Chancellor of the Exchequer Robert Horne estimated a surplus of Ã38 million and cut 1 

shilling off income tax and 4 pence off a pound of tea, as well as lowering postal and telephone 

rates. Not quite the way prices are going at the moment.  

75 years ago (1947) ð The Vicar in his report to the Vestry and 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting was pleased to announce 

that the church was finally free from external debt. However, 

everything didnõt boil down to pounds, shillings and pence. 

They were also praise for the Young Peopleõs work, many of 

whom assist in all of the services and undertake the  

responsibility for two Sunday Schools. They also produced 

this pun-filled piece for the magazine 

50 years ago (1972) ð The vicar, Howard Green, congratulated all who help produce the Parish News 

Magazine each month. ôIts circulation rises to 1,050 per issue this monthõ. I wonder now that we  

produce the magazine as an electronic PDF, what our ôcirculationõ now is via the website? 

10 years ago (2012) - The Parish was saying farewell to the Reverends Brian and Liz Pickett on the 

20th May. In his letter in the magazine, written in his distinctive calligraphic font, he thanked all of 

those who had shared his ministry, including Alan Jenkins and Brianõs wife Liz. He mentioned that ôto 

the relief of many, I havenõt recently preached in German,õ and when asked what he would do now 

with his spare time he responded, ôWell, there is a book half-written, languages to re-learn, music to 

sing and lectures and retreats to give...and Liz will be there, planning another trip or waiting with her 

walking boots for her map-reader!õ 

Christmas   

(sorry to mention this so early in the year) 
 

In 2021 we had a number of knitted nativity sets donated to St James, and were very pleased to be 

able to sell them to make much needed funds for the church.  The set comprises twelve characters 

from  Joseph to a very woolly sheep, Josephõs character being approx.20cm high - the tallest in the 

set.   
 

So the word is going out to seek volunteer knitters, who can knit either one or 

more characters, or a full set of 12!  The pattern suggests oddments of wool, 

and we can supply stuffing if needs be, along with stiff card tubes to help the 

characters stand up.  
 

If you would like some more information (without any obligation whatsoever) 

please contact Helen Wiseman. hwiseman@hotmail.co.uk 



Letter from Petrockstowe  
 

Following our visit to Petrockstowe at Christmas, Joan 

and I were looking forward to visiting our  family once 

again at the beginning of March. Unfortunately just  

before we were due to go, Beverley, followed a few days 

later by Bruce, contracted Covid thus cancelling our 

much anticipated holiday. In a way this proved to be  

fortuitous as the weather during the planned holiday  

period was absolutely awful. 

 

Three weeks later we were finally able to enjoy our holiday in Devon. We were so lucky as it   

coincided with a week of glorious sunshine and warmth, enabling us to enjoy their garden, 

watching a wren busily building its nest; sitting on the patio having coffee and lunch,  

accompanied by the merry tinkling of water of their cascade. There were walks along the Tarka 

trail but sadly with a number of trees uprooted, particularly in the temperate rain forest; victims 

of the recent severe storms We enjoyed a lovely day when we visited  the scenic gardens and 

lakes of RHS Rosemoor situated near Torrington. 

 

After the long months of winter, the fields and rolling countryside were showing fresh signs of 

life, fields turning green, newly born lambs close to their mothers, a profusion of daffodils and 

an exuberance of primroses exhibiting their cheerful colours along the hedgerows and in  

gardens. 

 

Even a visit to the 'dump' situated way out in the countryside provided a fifty minute scenic trip 

with spectacular views and endless vistas. So different to our trip to the 'dump' at Shamblehurst 

Lane! 

 

Bruce's bees were busy enjoying the sunny warm days. I enjoyed watching the bees going in 

and out of their hives but soon learnt not to stand in the flight path of bees who are on a  

mission. I was attacked by irate bees and received a sting on my neck but quick thinking by 

Bruce saved me from further disaster and stings. How could I have been so foolish! 

 

Our visit coincided with Mothering Sunday and I 

was invited to play for the morning service at the 

Petrockstowe Community Church. This was  

originally the Methodist Chapel, an attractive  

building built in 1933. Unfortunately, the lovely and 

historic parish church of St.Petroc ,where I played at 

Christmas, has been forced to close due to water 

flooding the fuse boards and electrics from leaks in 

the roof. This has exacerbated pre-existing major 

structural faults requiring significant and eye  

watering expensive repairs which could be between 

Ã500,000 to Ã1 million. On a personal note I am 

very sad that the little gem of an organ I so enjoyed playing, the Henry Willis organ of 1872, will 

for the foreseeable future, lie silent and dormant. Likewise, sadly, the peal of bells will not ring 

out joyously over the village. 



But what of the bell ringers deprived of access to the church and who performed so well at 

Christmas? Thankfully all is not lost. The decision has been taken  that they are to become a 

roving band of bell ringers visiting churches in the surrounding parishes, ringing the bells and 

honing their skills. 

 

Although the Methodist Chapel had been used for services for some time for both Methodists 

and Anglicans the decision has been made to rename the chapel, The Petrockstowe  

Community Church and as such is now the focal point for Christian worship for the community 

at Petrockstowe. 

 

As I have said previously, it is always slightly  

daunting when asked to play on an unknown  

organ, what are its characteristics, does it work 

etc?  In this case the organ was  found to be a  

Viscount two manual digital organ. The organ 

comprised a pedal department with five stops  

including a pedal reed, manual one with seven 

stops including a four rank mixture and trumpet 

stop. Manual two comprised nine stops including 

mutations and mixtures plus an oboe.  Both  

manuals could be coupled to the pedal as well as 

to each other. There were five combination pistons 

but despite my best efforts not all of them would download my attempted selections. The  

organ proved to be very powerful, versatile  and well able to accompany a large congregation. 

 

The Mothering Sunday Holy Communion service was taken by Revd. Martin Warren who is  

responsible for nine different parishes, all of equal standing with no special preferences or 

preferments. There was a  pleasing number in the congregation including a number of  

children although overall the number was less than anticipated as some were unfortunately 

suffering from the effects of Covid. The congregation sang with enthusiasm and it was a  

pleasure to play for them once again. As is customary on Mothering Sunday a large number of 

delightful and attractive poses were distributed by the children to all the ladies in the  

congregation. After the service all joined together for coffee and biscuits and... oh..... those  

large and delicious marshmallows! Another memorable and enjoyable service that I felt it a 

privilege to play for. 

 

Ashley MacFarlane - Watt 

 

A country station. Seeing this idyllic view 

many will remember the lines of a famous 

poem about a train stopping unexpectedly 

at a small country station!  This wonderful 

photograph showing Petrockstow (no E) in 

the days of steam, was lent to me by Gerald 

who at the age of 92 is one of the oldest 

residents of Petrockstowe .The remains of 

the station now form part of the Tarka 

Trail.  



The PCC met on Wednesday 23 rd  March 2022 

in Church; the first full in -person PCC  

meeting since the start of the pandemic  
 

Revd Vicky Maunder opened the meeting with prayer and 7 apologies were noted.      

Minutes were agreed and signed.  Matters Arising: 30 people now receive printed copies of 

the magazine; all advertisers had now paid their fees.  Further investigations were being 

made on a Sum-Up machine and our voluntary increase to the Common Mission Fund 

would be spread over 12 months. 

Business by Correspondence including PCC  and Standing Committee decisions made 

during the period 26
th
 January to the present time were ratified by the PCC, along with all 

decisions made since the PCC had last met in person. These included spending Ã244 to  

rectify a fault to the lightning conductor; to support the Ukraine situation by joining the 

Sanctuary Foundation and repairs to the Lady Chapel roof and walls.   

Finances David Forster reported that finances were reasonable with General Fund showing 

a surplus of Ã759 to end of February. Hall hirings had not yet returned to normal.  Progress 

on new noticeboards had been slow but should be produced soon. The possibility of  

exceeding  financial reserve limit of 3 ð 6 months average costs was noted but there were 

other expenditures to consider, e.g. increase in utility bills, plus organ repairs. 

Annual Report discussed. 2021 Accounts approved by the independent examiner. 

Amounts given to charity as a church discussed but some argued that people give money 

to church to carry out the work of the church and give separately to charities. The amounts 

raised by HOPE since the pandemic had decreased so our levels of charitable giving looks 

different to pre-Covid times. Date for re-election of Deanery Synod representatives checked 

and found to be 2023. Receipt of the report was approved and thanks were recorded to 

David Forster and Sue Overell for their work on this.     

CCLI Licences Approval given for additional licences to cover the church and the hall for 

the broadcast of live music and for performances other than acts of worship.       

Music Posts We look forward to welcoming Chris Fay as our Organist and Choir Director 

starting 8
th
 May and Anita So as Church Alive music leader. Contracts for both need  

checking.   

APCM will be on Sunday 8
th
 May. Vicky suggested combining this with fellowship and food, 

and various suggestions made. Members of the PCC who had agreed to stay in post for  

another term thanked and three invited to stand again having completed their first three 

year terms. Sue Overell has agreed to carry on in the role of PCC Secretary as a non-voting 

member.  

Vickyõs report covered continued success of Community Coffee mornings; relaunch of  

IGNITE youth group; distribution of Lent booklets òEmbracing Justiceó and thought  

provoking Lent course. A Lenten Quiet day was planned and a guest preacher for main  

Holy Week services. Confirmations and baptisms would take place at Easter Vigil. Reminder 

that as a Fairtrade church we should ensure that we use Fairtrade products as much as  

possible.    

Approval for Wednesday Eucharist service to become permanent part of pattern of  

services was agreed. Confirmation of support for the Sanctuary Foundation, offering 

support to Ukrainian refugees who are hosted locally confirmed. We will also sign up to the 

Welcome Churches network.   



Local collections discussed. Information on Churchõs response sent from the diocese,  

including websites offering help and guidance, and vacant diocesan properties being  

assessed for possible use for refugees.    

Plans going ahead for participation in the Queenõs Platinum Jubilee community event on 

Hatch Grange and helpers required. The PCC in support of doing some vision work over the 

summer. 

Vicky produced a report on the Living in Love and Faith course which ran in Autumn 

2021, and summary of feedback will be sent to Bishop David. Inclusive Church and  

inclusivity with LGBTQ+ people in our community was discussed and general opinion was 

that we should work towards inclusion of all, including the disabled and those with  

dementia, as well as LGBTQ+.  A small group to look at all areas of inclusion and move  

forward discussions on facilities, resources, etc.   

Building and Fabric Quote received from South Coast Organs of Ã22,000 for repairs to 

Swell Organ. No obvious grants to cover this. There is legacy money available that could be 

put towards repairs. Repair work could also cover future failures in the organ but decisions 

made would require faculty. Digital organs discussed but these generally need renewing or 

replacing in twenty years or possibly less at similar cost to required repairs. Agreed we 

should refurbish the current organ and not opt for digital instrument. Contact with  

diocesan advisor on organs discussed. 

Lady Chapel leaks Repointing work including inspecting tiles in hidden roof gully required.  

Retirement means appointment of new church architect is necessary. Memorial bench  

replacement in Old Burial ground approved.    

Livestream ð Noel and Donna keen for volunteers to take over the weekly live-streaming of 

services now that system is working properly. 

A volunteer required to investigate installing hard-wired broadband in church building.    

Safeguarding Carol processing DBS applications as part of the Safer Recruitment process 

for two music posts. All current DBS certificates now renewable after three years rather than 

five. Newly revised Social Media Policy agreed by PCC.    

Churches Together minutes and prayer points received. Jane Castle highlighted  

Community sponsorship for welcoming refugees and West End Walk of Witness on Good 

Friday 15th April - 11am starting at St Brigid.  

The next PCC meeting following the APCM will be held on Wednesday 18
th
 May 2022. 

Copies of the minutes and attachments are available on request from pccsecretary.stjameswe@gmail.com 

Thank you to everyone who supported our cream tea in a bag fundraiser, we made a profit 

of Ã128.50. A special thank you to Betty who provided the 50 excellent homemade scones. 

The World Day of Prayer held here at St James was very well attended and one of the       

congregation was a writer of one of the songs used in the service. 

Christian Aid 15
th
 -21

st
 May - see details on page 6 

Looking ahead to the 3
rd
 July we will be holding a fundraising BBQ for our HOPE charities, 

we hope you will join us in the church grounds at 12 noon. 

Thank you for your continued support. 



Crossword for May 2022  



Kingdom Kids  

This resource is taken from rootsontheweb.com and is copyright Ê ROOTS for Churches Ltd.  Reproduced with permission.  

https://web.archive.org/web/20160610043147/http:/www.rootsontheweb.com/

