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Vicky writes é... 
 

 

 

My goodness how quickly this year seems to have flown by and here I 

am writing to you for December and January 2022! My older daughter 

has been telling me how many days it is to Christmas for a while now, 

and I cover my ears and cry ônot yet!õ. Iõm always grateful that in church 

we have the simplicity and patient waiting of Advent first.   

 

Christmas can come with a lot of pressure and expectation; to have perfect food, perfect presents, 

happy families and of course life isnõt like that; and the Christmas story we celebrate was far from 

perfect. Mary gave birth after a long and difficult journey, in an unhygienic stable, with family far 

away. God comes to us in Jesus in the challenges and complications of life.  

 

For a second year Christmas will be a bit different because of the pandemic; and itõs still a bit early 

to know exactly what the situation will be then and into January. As weõve learnt these last 19 

months, life can change very quickly. But hopefully the sort of normality we have begun to enjoy 

will hold so that we can come together in church and spend time with loved ones. Our services 

will still be a little different, but they will be full of festive hope and love.   

 

The Church of Englandõs Advent and Christmas theme this year is ôAt the Heart of Christmasõ and I 

wonder what lies ôat the heart of Christmasõ for you? You might expect the vicar to say that Jesus 

is at the heart of Christmas, and of course from the moment Mary says ôyesõ to the Angel Gabriel 

this is true. But if we dig a little deeper and ask why this vulnerable little baby is born, then  

perhaps we find a different answer. At the heart of Christmas is the love that God has for every 

single person. Whatever you have been through since the start of the pandemic, this hasnõt 

changed and every expression of love we share in the coming weeks, from the smallest gesture to 

the most lavish gift reflects the gift of Godõs love poured out for the world in the person of Jesus 

Christ.    

 

Our beautiful church stands as witness to this love. I hope you will be able to join us at St James 

at some point over the coming weeks. Whoever you are, you are welcome. Whatever you place at 

the heart of Christmas this year, I pray that you may know the light of Christ and the love of God 

expressed through him.  

 

Love and prayers, 

 

Vicky  
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Whatõs going on at St James Church? 
Services and Diary Dates for December and January  

 
 DECEMBER 
 

 Wednesday 1
st
   10.30am    Sung Eucharist  

  

 Thursday 2
nd
    7pm-8pm    West End Cubs visit to church 

                            7.30pm    LLF Bible study ð a story of love, faith and  

          hope 
  

 Friday 3
rd
     11am    Lincoln Court Holy Communion 

  

 Saturday 4
th
    10am - 11.30am  Childrenõs Christmas Activity Morning 

  

 Sunday 5
th
    9.30am      Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

  Advent 2    11am        Church Alive Communion  

      6.30pm     Evensong 
  

 Tuesday 7
th
    9am - 10.30am   Harefield Primary School Carol Service 

     1.30pm-3pm   Harefield Primary School Carol Service  
  

 Wednesday 8
th
    9.15-10.30   Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

      10.30am    Sung Eucharist 
 

 Thursday 9
th
    9.45am -10.45am West Pre School Nativity (Church and Hall) 

      7.30pm    LLF Bible study ð a story that embraces all of 

          life 
 

 Sunday 12
th
    9.30am    Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

  Advent 3   11am      Church Alive 

      4pm        Special Lives Service 
  

 Tuesday 14
th
    9am     Harefield Primary School Year R Nativity 

 

 Wednesday 15
th
    9.15am-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

      10.30am    Sung Eucharist 
 

 Thursday 16
th
    9.45am   Saint Jamesõ School Christmas Service  

 

 Sunday 19
th
    9.30am    Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

  Advent 4   11am    Church Alive 

      6.30pm    Carol Service 
 

 Tuesday 21
st
    6pm     Christingle Service 

  

 Wednesday 22
nd
   10.30am    Sung Eucharist 

     10.30am    Sunnycroft Communion 

      6pm     Christingle Service 
 

  Thursday 23
rd
    4pm     Christingle Service 

 

  Friday 24
th
       4pm     Christingle Service 

       11.30pm    Midnight Mass (Livestreamed) 
 

  Saturday 25
th
     10.30am    Christmas Day Eucharist 

 

  Sunday 26
th
    9.30am    Said Eucharist  

 

Booking Links for Special Services can be found on page 17 



 

 

JANUARY 

 

Sunday 2
nd
    9.30am      Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

 Epiphany   11am        Church Alive Communion  

     6.30pm     Evensong 
 

Wednesday 5
th
    9.15am-10.30am  Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

     10.30am    Sung Eucharist 
 

Friday 7
th
    11am    Lincoln Court Holy Communion 

 

Saturday 8
th

   10am-11.30am  Childrenõs Activity Morning 

 
Sunday 9

th
    9.30am    Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

 Baptism of Christ 11am      Church Alive 
     3pm     Holy Baptisms 

     6.30pm     Taiz® 
 

Wednesday 12
th
   9.15am-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

     10.30am    Sung Eucharist 
 

Sunday 16
th
    9.30am    Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

 Epiphany 2  11am    Church Alive 

     6.30pm    Evensong 
 

Wednesday 19
th
   9.15am-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

     10.30am    Sung Eucharist  
 

Sunday 23
th
    Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

 Epiphany 3   9.30am    Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

     11am      Church Alive 
 

Wednesday 26
th
            9.15am-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall) 

     10.30am    Sung Eucharist  
 

Sunday 30
th
    9.30am    Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

 Presentation of  11am    Church Alive 

 Christ in the Temple 
 

Wednesday 19
th
   10.30am    Sung Eucharist 

 
Weekly Events: 

 
Open Church  The church is open to visit on:  

    Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9am to 3pm,  
    Wednesdays 11.30am to 3pm. 

 
Choir Practice is on Wednesdays 7.30pm-8.30pm in the church 

 
Morning Prayer is said in Church on Thursday morning at 9am and on Zoom on                

   Tuesdays and Fridays at 9am. Please contact Vicky if you would like Zoom details 



A note from the Church Wardens  
We are gradually getting used to being in church for our regular Sunday services now, though 
we are still being cautious, by encouraging socially distanced seating and the wearing of face 
coverings. Masks are available at the door if you forget to bring one. Refreshments are  
available, and kind volunteers are clearing up after each service. We were talking in  
mid-November about generosity, and being generous with our time is almost as important as 
financial generosity! 
 

Noel reported last month that the flies have been cleared, and we now have 2 Lavender and 
Citrus diffusers in place, on window sills at the front of the nave. Apparently flies dislike these 
two smells, so we shall see if that works and keeps any new intruders away.  We are grateful to 
Jane Castle for a very thorough cleaning session. 

 

The URC church in Chandler's Ford has closed, sadly, and a list 
of furniture etc., was circulated to local churches. We now have 
some chairs with arms, for people who need a bit more  
support in getting out of a chair; some more Christmas lights, 
and some books for the children's corner. We will be collecting 
some more chairs to replace the old blue ones in the Lady 
Chapel, but will store the blue ones for a while, just in case... 
 

We are grateful to Adrian, who with his wife, Julia, has recently 
joined us, for using his van to fetch chairs. He offered his skills (and his van) 

on Sunday 7th at the Welcome Tea, where it was lovely to get to know some of our new  
members and enjoy homemade cake.   
 

We are very grateful to an anonymous donor who is paying for a new Noticeboard on the West 
End Road side of the church grounds. Not only will it have correct information, and improved 
space for posters, but we also plan to move it to the front of the hedge so that it's more       
visible to passers-by. We will also be able to add a plaque to make sure the information on the 
outside wall of the church, near the West Door is correct. Discussions are still going on, but we 
hope it won't be too long before it's all in place. 
 

Do talk to either of us, or send an email, if there is anything you would like us to know. 
Diana : stjameswe.dianachurchwarden@gmail.com    Scott : stjameswe.churchwardenscott@gmail.com 

 

Christingle                

 

The Christingle services will run slightly differently this year to keep everyone safe. There 

will be four separate Christingle services on Tuesday 22nd December to Friday 24th  

December, each with a  limit of 100 people who will have had to pre-book.  On arrival the 

congregation will be given a bag which will contain everything they need to assemble their 

own Christingle as part of the service. Please use this link https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/

e/215051363417 to reserve your space as we will be unable to admit anyone on the door 

without a booked ticket  

Can you help us prepare the bags in the hall 

on Monday the 20
th
 from 9.30am, we will 

need to prepare 300+ bags. 

If you can help please contact Jan at 

j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 02380476777.       

mailto:stjameswe.dianachurchwarden@gmail.com
mailto:stjameswe.churchwardenscott@gmail.com
mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com


December Activity Morning - Follow the Star  

4th  December 10am to 12 noon.  
We hope that you will come and join us to hear the story of Christmas and 

enjoy some craft activities. We will be making stars and angels this time, 

and we hope that you will decorate two stars one to take home  

and one to leave in church to decorate our Christmas tree.  
 

Please contact Jan to book your place j.barrett77@btinternet.com  

or on 02380476777         

~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

We had great fun in November when our theme was saints,  

here are some images of our saints outfits being made. 

Picture Reflections  
The picture on the front cover this month was contributed by Carol Kidd. 

 

ôA year ago the pandemic led to a Christmas without our usual large carol services. Yet 

Christmas was definitely NOT cancelled. This photo was taken on the dark, rather damp 

evening, as clergy, choir and readers gathered to record a shortened service of Lessons and 

Carols. Christ's light always banishes darkness and brings hope. December's Advent will 

lead to Christmas, and Epiphany will usher in January's new opportunities. Let us never  

forget that we are not meant to retreat back up the path, and away from the light, leaving 

Jesus in the crib until next Christmas. But to take Christ's light out into the world to share 

with others.õ  

Carol 

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com


Flower Arrangers  

The flower arrangers have been kept very busy this year at St Jamesõ, with displays both inside 

and outside the church, more recently becoming involved in the monthly tree trails organised 

by Jan Barrett, and our team has grown too over the past year as new faces have joined us.  We 

have had many challenges to overcome, especially with the weather but as usual have all  

enjoyed everything we have put together. We especially want to thank everyone who has  

donated flowers and greenery from their gardens and also the fantastic allotment holders at 

West End Garden and Allotment Association who provided us with beautiful colourful dahlias 

and other blooms right through from July until October;  we are truly grateful and hope that 

you will continue to grow for us next year as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Instead of the traditional òred and goldó decorations for Christmas that we would like to try  

silver and blue instead!  So we are asking if anyone would like to search in their òChristmas 

Boxó for any blue baubles or decorations, or even to make some for us to use.  We will need 

them not only for the Christmas trees but also for pedestal and windowsill displays.   They can 

be made of wool, papier-m©ch®, crocheted, recycled - use your imagination - the only  

requirement is that they be blue (any shade) or silver in colour.  Please drop them at church or 

let us know if you need to have them collected.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the New Year, inspired by the Flower Festival at Winchester Cathedral, and in keeping with 

our aims to become an òEco Churchó, we are going to try and use less òOasisó floral foam.   

Although it has been recently re-invented as an eco product, it still goes into landfill and takes 

a long time to break down. So we are going to attempt to use other ways to keep our  

arrangements together.  One suggestion has been to use corks - and here we need your help 

again.  Please can you save as many corks as you can from your Christmas bottle of wine (or 

any other day for that matter!) and let us have them.  The plan is to use them in existing  

containers instead of oasis.  As none of us have ever tried this method before it is definitely  

going to be an experiment - watch this space. 

                

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Overell 



Poets Corner  
 

Take time to enjoy this poem written by James Holden,  

who is now Revd Jimmy Holden, and is priest at St Maryõs Church in Dorchester. 

 

Winter 

 

The frozen wastes listening to the fading orchestra of autumn 

Consider, they whisper, the mortal spring which never denied the flowers of a new world 

lest they fade and wither 

And consider, they say, the fallen leaves which once adorned the joyous arms of a past summer. 

All gone. 

The world in hibernation 

Sheets of ice cutting the arms of trees deprived of leaves. 

Lost are thoughts of home and warmth. 

Depression, always a seasonal feeling,  takes as a constant companion 

HOPE! 



 

Wednesdays during term time 

9.15pm -  10.30pm 

St Jamesõ Church Hall 

ôWriggle and Stretchõ is back 

Toddlers,  Babies, Parents,             

Grandparents & Carers are 

all welcome. 
 

Do come and join in the fun 

and make new friends at our 

sessions. 

£1.50 per family. 

Look forward to seeing you 

St Jamesõ Church Hall 

On the junction of the 

A27 and West End Road, 

West End, SO30 3AT 



 

 
 

 

HERE AND NOW  

by Santa Montefiore  

 
During the lockdown I ordered some books from Blackwellõs Bookshop on the 

internet. I chose the most recent novels from a number of authors whose      

writing I enjoy.   

 

One of the books was HERE AND NOW by Santa Montefiore because I really 

appreciate her style of writing. 

 

At the time, I didnõt realise that this would be a 

challenging as well as an enjoyable read. It was 

about Marigold and her family.  Marigold was 

in her 60s at the start of the novel and she had 

spent her life taking care of those around 

her. She was well-loved by her family, her 

friends and the community but they became 

troubled as she began forgetting things. 

 

The story covers Marigoldõs journey into       

dementia, but alongside there are a number of 

wonderful characters. There is humour as the 

lives of those close to her change with the  

progression of her illnessê we become  

involved in their lives in a very gentle way and 

the ending of the book is hopeful. 

 

It is a good read that deals with an issue that is present in all of our lives and 

should not be  ignored. 

 

 
 

Thankyou to Brenda who submitted our ôBook Clubõ  review this month.  Please send in your  

reviews to stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to share the likes, dislikes and 

recommendations of books, fiction or non-fiction.  



 

The secret life of the organ scholar  
I'm Asuka, the organ scholar. I was appointed as the first organ scholar at St James in December 2019. 

Since then, time has passed so quickly, and now my second year is coming to an end.  Due to the Pandem-

ic, my organ training was not the same as planned, but it was meaningful to me. I want to show you what 

it was like to be an organ scholar here at St. James. 
 

Organists, rare species 

Surprisingly, when I started working as an organ scholar, BBC Solent noticed it and asked Vicky, Myles, and 

me to interview at the BBC radio program in March 2020. Why? Because they were curious about someone 

who wanted to be an organist. The title of the interview was "Is the organ a dying art?"   

Maybe, it's true. Luckily, we have Myles, a young, talented Director of Music, so we almost forget about it. 

But there are not many organists-in-training around. Organists are an endangered species. Needless to 

say, there are not many female nor Asian organists.  But the organ plays a vital role in Church music. It is 

called the king of instruments. After this interview, I said to myself, "No, the organ is not a dying art. Or-

ganists won't become extinct. I want to carry on the tradition."  
   

Organ playing during Pandemic 

Shortly after this interview, the first National lockdown happened, and all organists in this country could 

not play the organ. Most of us could not even practice, as the organs are in the church buildings, and at 

that time, we were not allowed to enter the building due to the lockdown restriction. Organ playing was 

stopped nationwide. 

Slowly but surely, the lockdown restrictions were lifted. After the long waiting, we finally came into St 

James and attended the first Sunday Eucharist on 12th July 2020. Only one singer was allowed to sing, and 

I played the organ accompaniment of Gloria. In other parts of the service, we used recorded hymns. It was 

different from the services before Pandemic, but we were finally together, in-person or via live streaming. 

Due to the strict social distancing rules, the same service was offered on Wednesday as well. I felt fortunate 

to play the organ for Sunday and Wednesday services, no matter how small.  

From October 2020, I played the organ for the Wednesday services with a few singers. I played not only 

Gloria but also hymns. It was a challenging but fantastic opportunity for me to play the full service. Yes, I 

was nervous, but I was also delighted to play the organ for the services. For the Sunday services, I sang as 

one of the choir members. 

Then, the second lockdown happened in November 2020, and our services were only allowed via live 

stream. A limited number of singers were allowed to sing, so I sang as a choir member in Sunday services. 

In December, public worship was resumed and I re-started playing the organ for Wednesday services. But 

soon, in January 2021, the third national lockdown started, and we went back to the live streaming only. 

This time, no singing was allowed, so I could not participate at all musically. I watched the service at home.  

Finally, public worship was resumed in March, and I played the organ for Wednesday's services. As the  

restriction lifted, we increased the number of singers, and the live music worship was gradually returned to 

St James. 
 

St James 3 A's 

Since September this year, Wednesday services have changed a bit. Now three organists, Alan, Ashley, and 

me, Asuka, play the organ in rotation. We are 3 A's in St James!  

Fantastic choir members Betty, Rita, Andy, and Lyn regularly come to 

sing for us. After the service, we have refreshments and have a chat. It 

is lovely to be together, like an extended family! The Pandemic has 

changed our life dramatically, but I am so lucky to continue my organ 

training and to contribute to the services here at St James despite 

such a challenging time. I would like to keep on my musical journey 

and pursue this wonderful organ music tradition.   

              Asuka Tsuchiya 

BBC Radio Solent - Tim Daykin, Lucy Ambache sits in (15/03/2020), Is 

the organ a dying art? As Asuka mentioned, her  interview with Tim 

Daykin at BBC Radio Solent, about playing the organ, can be heard on 

the link aboveñKate (the editor) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p086ptsq
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p086ptsq


Arrow Word  
An extra puzzle for our ôBumperõ edition. 

Solve the clue then write in the word. 

 



A brief history of the Advent Calendar  
 

Today, few homes across the country will be without an Advent 

calendar to count down the days to Christmas. But the tradition 

is not as old as most people imagine. 

 

Below is a step-by-step (24 steps of course!) walk through the 

history of the Advent calendar.  

  

 Firstly, what is an Advent calendar? Well, it does what it says on the tinê marks off the 

days in Adventê Or does it? Ah, no, not strictly. Advent is the period of four Sundays and 

weeks before Christmas - with the first of the four falling between 27 November and 3  

December. Some calendars do represent this period of Advent, but most today have the  

24 windows representing 1-24 December, Christmas Eve. 

 

As with so many Christmas traditions. we owe thanks to Germany for inventing the Advent 

calendar, and where during the 19
th
 Century, Protestant families began counting down the 

days to Christmas by chalking marks on a door or lighting a candle to mark the individual 

days.  

 

A new practice subsequently developed, of hanging a different devotional image each day, 

and which led to the creation in 1851 of a handmade wooden calendar.  

 

Also in 1851, comes the first mention of a calendar with pictures. German social activist,  

deaconess and author Elise Averdieck wrote the story of a little girl who counts down to 

Christmas by adding a picture each day to the walls of her home while being told a little bit 

more of the Christmas story.   

 

In Germany in 1902, cardboard Christmas clocks went on sale, with a rotating brass handle 

to point in turn to sections containing verses from carols or the Bible.  

 

And in 1903, German printer Gerhard Lang created 

the first printed, mass-produced calendar. Called In 

the Land of the Christ Child, it had 24 short verses about 

Christmas, and came with a sheet of 24 colourful pictures, 

created by artist Richard Ernst Kepler, and which were cut 

out (one a day) to glue on top of one of the verses (and 

which were    printed on both sides of the calendar, so they 

could still be read when covered). 

 

The idea of the cardboard calendar really took off, and in 1904, the Stuttgart based  

newspaper, Neues Tagblatt, even gave away an Advent calendar insert as a gift to  

readers. 

 

Some of the first Advent calendars were called ôNicholas calendarsõ as they were given out on 

6 December, St. Nicholas Day. Those with 1-24 slots were often called ôChristmas calendarsõ, 

with ôAdvent calendarõ becoming widely used when some began to appear recording the  

actual Advent period.   

 



During the First World War (1914-1918) the production of Advent calendars virtually 

ceased, but the 1920s saw demand in Germany rise once more.  

 

Itõs in the 1920s as well, that doors are added to calendars, the innovation of German 

printing company Reichhold & Lang, and with the creation of a calendar called The House of 

the Child. And by the 1920s, calendars had become glittery and sparkly, and with the  

 numbered doors hidden within a festive or winter scene, finding them became half 

the fun. 

 

The 1920s also saw printing company Sankt Johannis begin producing calendars with  

religious themes, and doors opening to reveal Bible verses. 

 

By the 1930s Gerhard Lang had created about 30 different designs, but the outbreak of the 

Second World War in 1939 saw cardboard rationed and companies in Germany forbidden to 

produce calendars with pictures (apart from party ideological symbols ê) Gerhard Lang 

was forced to close his business. 

 

In 1945, following the end of the Second World War, publishing company Richard Sellmer 

began producing Advent calendars, with ôThe Small Townõ created by hand. Featuring  

traditional winter town scenes, by 1946 Richard Sellmer were producing calendars en masse 

- and the company still operates as a family business today, producing over 140  

different designs.    

 

In 1946, three of US President Dwight D. Eisenhowerõs grandchildren were photographed 

with Richard Sellmerõs Advent calendar ôLittle Christmas Townõ. Many American servicemen 

based in Germany had already been sending calendars home, but Eisenhower is usually 

credited with introducing the Advent calendar to the US.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the UK, the first Advent calendars came mainly as gifts from Germany - often sent as  

tokens of friendship from one community to another - or were brought in by immigrants. 

But by 1956 they were being commercially produced by UK companies. 

 

The first chocolate Advent calendar appeared in 1958, with a few produced every year 

throughout the 1960s. In 1971 Cadbury produced their first chocolate Advent calendar, and 

others on and off between 1972 and 1986. But the idea still held that calendars associated 

with Advent and chocolate seemed somewhat sacrilegious, and Advent calendars sold in the 

UK remained the traditional cardboard sheet, featuring festive images and a nativity scene 

on the 24
th
 up until 1993, when chocolate calendars also became a mainstay. 

 

Luxury calendars, and the introduction of box and compartment styles, are very new to the 

scene - Libertyõs beauty Advent calendar (and which apparently usually sells out within the 

first 48 hours of launch) was first produced in 2014, for example. These calendars can  



contain anything from beauty products, to wine, to cheese, to toys, to perfume, to jewellery. 

What one would do with 24 high-end sports cars, however, Iõm not sure - although I may have 

misunderstood about the Porsche Advent calendarê  

   

In the interests of balanced journalism and having spent a loooong time drooling over the 

contents of chocolate and luxury Advent calendars, I thought it a good idea to do some  

investigating to find the healthiest Advent calendar, and the one packed with whey and  

vegan protein sachets, amino sachets, 85% less sugar and a skipping rope seemed to fit the 

bill admirably.  

 

In December 2019, a YouGov poll reported 49% of Britons expecting an Advent calendar - 

although rather sadly only just over a quarter of these (26%) were excited about the prospect.  

Last year, 2020, Advent calendars were sent across England to help care workers keep track of 

the days on which they needed to take and submit Coronavirus home-tests. 

 

Most unusual Advent calendar? Every year since 2008, Alan Taylor, senior photo editor at 

the American The Atlantic magazine, produces a calendar featuring daily images taken from 

the Hubble Space Telescope. 

 

Most expensive Advent calendar? I think it would be hard to beat Harrodsõ 2007 4 ft  

Christmas-tree made from burr elm and walnut wood, with each of the 24 compartments  

containing a piece of organic chocolate from Green & Black. At Ã30,000, not really the 

spirit of Christmas? But the proceeds did go to support cocoa farmers in Belize.  

 

Smallest Advent calendar? Apparently, this is one created in 2007 by three micro- and nano-

tech students at Germanyõs University of Regensburg. With a collage of numbers and  

traditional Christmas images, five million of these Advent calendars would fit onto the surface 

of a postage stamp. (The students say that they òbelieve it is the smallestó. And, so, unless  

anyone knows betterê) 

 

Biggest Advent calendar? According to Guinness World  

Records, the biggest Advent calendar was created in 2007 (what 

was going on in 2007!) at 232 ft 11 ins by 75 ft 5 ins, to mark the 

reopening of St Pancras station in London, following its  

renovation. However, the people of the German town of 

Gengenbach believe this accolade should now go to their 18
th
 

Century town hall. Each of its 24 windows is decorated with a 

festive Christmas scene and a new window revealed each night.   

 

Some people can be sniffy about chocolate Advent calendars (let alone the luxury sort), 

so itõs interesting to note that Gerhard Lang (1881-1974) - considered the ôinventorõ of 

the printed Advent calendar - was inspired back in 1903 by childhood memories of the Advent 

calendar created by his mother, 24 sweets stuck to a board hung on the wall.   

 

The Richard Sellmer website says, òWhen it comes to demand, the British are amazing.ó  

So, it seems that the Advent calendar is here to stay, and now very much part of a ôtraditionalõ 

Christmas in the UK.   

 

Caroline Wigley 



December Tree Trail  

ôFollow the Starõ 
 

Our December Tree Trail follows the story of the first Christmas, you can follow the trail of 

Dotty the Donkey, look out for letters on the post can you work out what they spell.  

At our Welcome tree you can read how the Angel Gabriel visited Mary to tell her the  

amazing news that she had been chosen by God and was going to have  

a very special baby and he would be called Jesus. 

 

In the box you will find resources to create an angel. 

                 
 

The next tree to visit is the Faith tree and here you can read what happened  

to Mary and Joseph when they reached Bethlehem.  

  

 In the box you will find the resources to create a donkey   

                                                                        
 

Moving on to the Thank You tree the story continues with some shepherds  

on a hillside overlooking Bethlehem who were surprised  

when they were visited by an angel sent from God.    

 

                            
     

When you reach the Praise Tree you will read about the wise men  

who saw a new bright star in the sky, a sign that a new king had been born. 

 

We invite you to decorate a star from the box and tie it to the tree. 

                
 

Finally at the Worry Tree we invite you to tie a silver ribbon to the tree as you remember      

all those who have troubles and worries at this time of year. 



Life At St James  
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com 

125 years ago (1896) ð There are so many things we take for granted nowadays, such as walking 

around our village and towns at night and being able to see the pavement! ôThe question of 

Lighting some parts of the Village during the Winter Monthsõ was discussed at a special meeting 

of the Parish council. However, a decision was deferred to the next council meeting. 

100 years ago (1921) ð  The ôtrialõ of the South Stoneham Guardians had gained momentum, 

with the ôletter from the vicar, Rowland Dawson [see November issue], being put on the agenda 

of a meeting by the Clerk, who then issued a request for him to appear before the ôBar of the 

Houseõ. The vicar in a written response in the magazine stated that he had no intention of doing 

so and suggested a more ôsportsmanlike solutionõ by inviting the Guardians to attend a meeting 

of the Ratepayers, when he would then explain and' give additional evidence for the reason of 

his article; as well as an account to the Ratepayers of what he had have done on their behalf as a 

member of the Deputation; and the Guardians could put their view before the Ratepayers, and 

ôenlighten them on facts of which the Chairman stated the Deputations were lamentably  

ignorantõ. What will the response be to this request......? 

75 years ago (1946) ð Well, a page and a half last month was more than was available for  

December or January 1946 - 1947! Letõs hope February is more enlightening. 

50 years ago (1971) ð A new school, Moorlands Farm School had been formally opened in  

October by ôthe prominent educationist, Miss E McDougallõ. This ônewõ style school was different 

to the traditional school with corridors that often ôsmelt of a mixture of floor stain and custardõ. 

The ôgeneral plan at Moorlands Farm is so open that... there are small divisions and partitions 

here and there, but the children are taught in what are called bases, and as a teacher stands with 

her class she can see others with their classes... This was a new experience in schools and the 

people of West End were fortunate in having this for their childrenõs first schooling.õ Nowadays 

the school is known as Moorlands Primary School, and I also know that some of our present  

congregation have been involved in the school and perhaps they can tell us more about what it 

was like? 

10 years ago (2011) - The Childrenõs Society was looking for all those whose name was Carol, 

Carole, Karol or any variation to get in touch with them to join in with a Christmas ôCarolõ sing-a-

long at Exmouth Market, London in December. It was to launch their carol singing appeal to help 

raise money to support vulnerable children, runaways and young people on the streets. I really 

do hope you went along Carol Kidd..... But actually they were happy for anyone to join them, any 

Thomasina, Ricki or Harriet. 

Quick Links for Booking Services  
9 lessons and Carols at 6.30pm on Sunday 19th December  
Christmas Carol Service at St James Tickets, Sun 19 Dec 2021 at 18:30 | Eventbrite 
 

Midnight Mass at 11am on Christmas Eve   
Midnight Mass at St James Tickets, Fri 24 Dec 2021 at 11:30 | Eventbrite 
 
Christingle Services on 21st, 22nd, 23rd and 24th Christmas.  
Christingle Service Tickets, Multiple Dates | Eventbrite  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-carol-service-at-st-james-tickets-217659384077
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/midnight-mass-at-st-james-tickets-217667698947
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christingle-service-tickets-215051363417?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


Churches Together in Hedge End, 

West End and Botley are  

connected together for the good 

of our community.          
       

Prayer Points  for December & January 2022 

Praying for all who lead our churches, in these continuing days of the pandemic.  

New Housing area of Boorley Park ð welcoming newcomers and community together.    

CT HEWEB web site update. Volunteer with web skills needed. 

ôSay One For Meõ  prayer groups, times and new outreach to our communities.  AS ONE          

communities sharing lived experiences. 
 

Outreach   

Alpha courses, staying in touch with all and use of digital communication. Making connections. 

Hedge End Catholic church hall is to be used by SCRATCH as a donation drop-off centre          

collecting new toys and gifts for children who may not receive any Christmas presents.   

Christmas Day Meal at Salvation Army Church and Centre.    

Catholic Gift Treeõs for giving towards the Sunday Lunch club held in Woolston.   

Carole Singing and outside worship. 

Food bank donations for both Hedge End and Eastleigh Basics Bank. 

Queenõs Platinum Celebration June 2022 - HOPE TOGETHER are producing resources focusing 

Her Majestyõs 70 years of service to her Servant King.  A time to magnify the Queenõs faith and 

witness, join in a sense of shared community celebration, neighbourly love and become the  

basis for a perfect Pentecost service of national celebration.    

  

Services  

Advent Christmas and Epiphany services across HEWEB, First communion and penitential  

services.                  

Christian unity service January 2022 ð to be held on 23
rd
 January 2022 at 4pm at the  

Salvation Army Church and Community Centre, 52 Wellstead Way, Hedge End, SO30 2GL.   

ôWe Saw His Star in the East.õ A time for recommissioning working together for the good of our 

communities. 

 

Youth and childrenõs groups  

Thursday after school Youth Caf® at St. Lukeõs.   

Advent and Christmas outreach through Festivals, Fayres, Services, Christingles, Tree Trail.  

Messy Church Christingle service on Saturday 18th December 3pm at Anchor Community 

church.  

 

Properties  

Durley, Curdridge and Durley ð maintenance and repairs to all three church roofs.    

Methodist Church looking to improve the flow through the rooms. 

Refugee families settling in, continuation of education and praying for all refugees and             

persecuted Christians. 

 

Discussion and study groups ð Zion Projects.  

http://hewebchurches.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/CTE-logo.jpg


Our charity Christmas card is displayed in church and we invite you to support our charities 

by signing the card and sending our church family a happy Christmas wishes. All monies  

donated will be shared equally between The Society of St James, The Mountbatten Hospice 

and the Mission to Seafarers. 

 

Mountbatten Hampshire Hospice 

Formerly called Countess Mountbatten Hospice this is a local hospice. 

Here is a quote from their website 

 

We are a charity which provides free care and support to people with any life-limiting illness, 

including respiratory disease, Motor Neurone Disease, heart disease, advanced dementia,  

respiratory disease and cancer. We also provide free bereavement and psychological support 

to patients and their families. Much of our work takes places in people's own homes across 

our community.  

 

Living, dying, remembering 

Most people think that a hospice is somewhere you come to die. In fact, our aim is to help 

people to live as well as they possibly can with their illness. We are also there for families and 

friends who may need bereavement support after the death of a loved one. Our strapline 

'Living, dying, remembering' reminds us that Mountbatten is there for our community  

every step of the way, at whatever stage of life, death and bereavement 

 

Mission to Seafarers 

Day and night for 365 days per year, the Mission is on call providing 

help for seafarers in over 200 ports around the world. Here is a quote 

from their website. 

 

Seafarers need our help because they are often working in dangerous conditions, with no one 

else to turn to. Our Port Chaplains send us stories about the sea men and women they  

support, and we tailor our help to each and every one of them. 

 

The Society of St James is a local charity who aim to help vulnerable 

people overcome challenges in their lives that prevent them leading a 

fulfilling and rewarding life. They believe that having a safe place to 

call home is a fundamental human right and without this everything is 

a challenge. Here is a quote from their website. 

 

There is no single cause of homelessness but people do not become homeless deliberately - 

there are many complex reasons why people become homeless, and why many subsequently 

remain homeless, facing a very uncertain future. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 



Quiet Space  

Might you be interested in joining a Quiet Space group? 

¶ We meet in small groups three times each school term. 

¶ The sessions are held, in person, either in the daytime and in the evenings to suit                

family and working schedules.  

¶ If there is a demand then a zoom session could be arranged. 

¶ Each session lasts a maximum of one hour and they are booked in advance. 

 

What happens at a Quiet Space meeting? 

¶ It begins with prayer 

¶ There is a time of stillness, often following a relaxation exercise 

¶ We then share feedback from reflections on themes which bring God's presence into 

our day-to-day lives in a relaxed and confidential setting. 

¶ We finish with prayer. 

 

For further details contact Brenda Holden  

tel. 02380 474826  

or email: bmholden84@gmail.com 

Childrenõs Society Home Boxes 
Thank you for your support for the Childrenõs Society by having a home box and collecting 

your small change, please can I ask you to return the boxes to me for counting. I can collect 

from you if that is easier for you, my contact number is 07519759269. 
 

The childrenõs society continues to support children and young people, they fight for the 

hope and happiness of young people when it is threatened by abuse, exploitation and  

neglect. 
 

This year they are inviting people to write a message of hope on their website, it is easy to 

do, the link is on their website  www.childrenssociety.org.uk  you will find some wonderful 

messages of hope on there. 

 
Thank you again for your support. Jan 

Write a message of  hope 

If you have a few minutes, please write some words of support  

to future generations this Christmas. 

There are young people across the country whose lives are threatened  

by abuse, exploitation and neglect.  

By writing a message of hope,  

you can help them break free and see that their future is theirs to own. 

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk




Crossword for December 2021  



Kingdom Kids  

This resource is taken from rootsontheweb.com and is copyright Ê ROOTS for Churches Ltd.  Reproduced with permission.  

https://web.archive.org/web/20160610043147/http:/www.rootsontheweb.com/

