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Vicky writes é... 
 

 

My younger children had great fun at the childrenõs harvest activity 

morning in October.   The activity was making scarecrows and 

members of the flower team had done a brilliant job of preparing 

the materials.  They included beautiful little details like flowers and 

feathers for the hats and patches for the clothes.  I think the  

parents enjoyed it as much as the children!   

 

We have one of the scarecrows just outside our back door at the vicarage and I have a little 

chuckle every time I see him.  He is a bit soggy now with all the rain we have had, but his 

face is beaming, and his trousers have fallen down!   The scarecrow display in the church 

grounds has been much appreciated and admired too.  West End Preschool visited and 

had great fun discovering them all, as well as the mice and knitted pumpkins in the church.   

A big thank you to the Flower team, Jan and all involved in decorating the church and 

church grounds and doing the tree trail.   

 

Harvest and COP26 has focused our attention on the earth and our need to care for it and 

to share the food it produces, and we pray that COP26 will bring real commitment from 

world leaders to address climate change and we must play our part too. But now  

November brings a more reflective month.  The clocks go back, the evenings get darker, 

and the church enters the final season of the church year, Kingdom season.   Itõs the season 

of remembering, and of pondering the mystery of what lies beyond this earthly life.     

 

At All Saints we remember the well-known names from church history who have gone  

before us in faith.  People like St Peter and St Paul who did their best to let the light of 

Christ shine through their lives.  At All Souls we remember those personally known to us 

who have died and our All Souls service provides a space to name them before God  

together.  They have journeyed on and rest in Godõs nearer presence.  We give thanks for 

the happy times and the memories we treasure and remember Godõs promises of eternal 

life.   

 

At Remembrance Sunday we remember all those who died in 

the world wars and conflicts since, who gave their lives 

fighting for a better world.  Then the seasons ends with Christ 

the King.  We remember that we are part of one great  

kingdom, Godõs kingdom, with those on earth and those in 

heaven and Christ, the servant king, reigns over us all.   

 

This year our celebrations of Christ the King will be  

particularly special as Carol is commissioned as an Anna 

Chaplain at a joint service and our pastoral team are prayed 

for. See page 10 for more details.   

 

Love and prayers, 

          Vicky 



Whatõs going on at St James Church? 
 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 
 

Sunday 7
th
 November ð Third Sunday before Advent 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)  

11am  Church Alive Communion  

6.30pm  Evensong 

  

Wednesday 10
th
 November  10.30am Sung Eucharist  

  

Sunday 14
th
 November - Remembrance Sunday 

9.30am  Said Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

10.50am Remembrance Service at the War Memorial 

6.30pm  Taiz® Service for Peace 

  

Wednesday 17
th
 November  10.30am Sung Eucharist  

  

Sunday 21
st
 November ð Christ the King 

10.30am Celebratory Eucharist with the commissioning of Carol Kidd as an Anna Chaplain 

followed by a simple lunch.   

(Please book to attend this service and the lunch by contacting Jan on 07519 759269 or 

j.barrett77@btinternet.com. There will be no 9.30am or 11am service.)   

6.30pm  Evensong 

  

Wednesday 24
th
 November  10.30am Sung Eucharist 

  

Sunday 28
th
 November ð Advent Sunday 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)  

11am  Church Alive 

6.30pm  Advent Carol Service 

 

To keep people safe during services, we are still social distancing and asking people to wear masks 

in church. Hand sanitiser is available. There is no need to book for services. 

 

Refreshments between Sunday services are being served again 

Pathfinders and Mustard Seeds our younger and older childrenõs groups are meeting again 

during the 9.30am Sunday service for worship and activities.  

Morning Prayer ð 9am on Zoom. Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. For more  

information contact the vicar.  

Open Churchð the church is open Tuesdays to Fridays 9am to 3pm for anyone to visit.   

Youth ð Contact Revõd Linda for more information about our youth meetings. For age 11+ 

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com


A note from the Church Wardens  
 

This space is usually used by Scott and/or Diana to keep you updated 

with information from the Church Wardens. They have asked me, as 

Assistant Warden (buildings), to entertain you with a few snippets this 

monthêê. 

A few years ago, we had scaffolding outside the west front to allow for 

some repairs to the high-level brickwork. When the scaffolders removed the scaffolding, 

they knocked the top off the decorative stonework. After I had drawn their attention to 

it, they mended it. Scroll forward 6 years and the same piece was found lying outside 

the west door (luckily without using any of the congregation as a cushion). 

It became apparent that it had just been stuck on with mastic which then failed over 

time (exacerbated by vibration from all those heavy lorries diverted from the M27 onto 

Church Hill?). The PCC engaged Colin Avery, a local stonemason to repair it. This time, 

he drilled holes and secured it with a stainless-steel dowel. 

Other news ð the church heating has been serviced and I set it weekly for all events 

listed in the church online calendar. The boilers are very industrial, easy to maintain and 

do an excellent job of pumping out heat. We have just started considering how we can 

become an Eco Church and I wonder how our heating system is going to fit in with 

these 21
st
 century requirements? 

The PCC asked me to trial a treatment to deal with the 

cluster flies that can be very unpleasant in the Autumn.   

This as been done, so we hope that the church will feel 

more welcoming without a fly invasion this year. 

                           Noel Becket 



November Tree Trail 
 

 

Our new November Tree Trail will be based on remembering and hope for the future and each 

tree has a colour theme with thoughts and activities based on the colour. 

At the Welcome tree we think about the words of Jesus telling us to love one another as he 

loves us. You will find yellow for hope and positivity. We invite you remember someone who 

has helped you during the last few months and tie a yellow bow to the tree. 

The Faith Tree has the colour blue a symbol of faith, trust, loyalty and freedom. Here you will 

find the words of the song ôHeõs got the whole world in his handsõ and we invite you to make a 

blue heart from the pipe cleaners. 

At the Thankyou Tree the colour is pink for heartfelt thanks and you will find the words of the 

song ôThank you God, for the Gift of Creationõ. Here we invite you to remember something or 

someone you would like to say thank you for and write it onto a flower to tie to the tree. 

Moving on to the Praise tree where you will find the colour green which represents nature, 

growth and renewal. Here you will find the words to õAll Things Bright and Beautifulõ and we   

invite you to use the scratch art in the box to create something from our beautiful world. 

Finally at the Worry Tree we think about the difficult time the world has been through during 

the recent months. Rainbows are a symbol of hope, new beginnings and promise, and we invite 

you to tie a ribbon to the tree to create a rainbow of colour and hope. The words here are ôBe 

still for the power of the Lord is moving in this placeõ. 

This month we have a new idea for you; itõs 

ôCommunity Heartsõ  we invite  you to bring you own 

hearts (knitted, felt or other) up to church and attach 

them to the hearts that you will find on the old door 

as you remember someone special. 

We hope you enjoy the trail. 

 

Picture Reflections  
The picture on the front cover this month was contributed by  

Carol Kidd. The front cover shares an image of the altar prepared 

for the evening of November 8th 2015. See the familiar and      

important red poppy symbolism with a silhouette of WW1       

soldiers. Take notice of the candles lit for the armed forces of 

land, sea and air. Let your eyes focus on white poppies for peace lying on the pure whiteness 

of the cloth. Follow as it flows from a bare wooden Cross to white tear-shape petals fallen 

scattered on the chancel steps....  Take time to pause, reflect, and pray: "Peace, perfect peace, 

is the gift of Christ our Lord."                                                                       

[Altar display designed and created by Revd Linda Galvin. Photo taken by Carol Kidd LLM] 



The Childrenõs Society 
Itõs box opening time again! 

By saving your change in the Childrenõs Society box you are playing a huge 

part in the work of the society. The year 2021 marks the 140
th
 Anniversary of 

the founding of the charity by Sunday school teacher Edward Rudolf and 

with your support it continues to help children like 15 year old Phoebe to stay strong. Phoebe 

is one of the 800,000 young carers in the UK, she loves her role as carer for her mum but when 

the Covid crisis hit she found it difficult to cope. With the help of the Childrenõs Society she was 

able to stay connected to other young carers going through similar things and access the     

advice and support she needed to stay strong for herself and her mum.  

Please can I ask you to return your box to me for counting either at church or I can collect it 

from you if you prefer, contact me at j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 07519759269.  Thank you 

very much for your continued support. 

  Children and Young People  

ôWe are the Saintsõ 

Come and join us for a childrenõs activity morning on the 6
th
 November 

from 10am to 11.30am to explore who is a saint. The morning will include a 

story, craft activity and refreshments. 

Contact Jan for further details and to book your place at 

j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 07519759269õ 

Pathfinders and Mustards Seeds  
Our childrenõs church meets every Sunday at 9.30am to explore the stories of the Bible through    

storytelling, craft, activities and prayer. We also provide an all age activity in our 11am Church 

Alive service.  As the weather becomes more wintery our sessions will move inside but we will 

continue to ensure our current covid precautions are in place. 

Felting Classes  
A small group of us have been enjoying learning a new 

skill expertly taught by Vicky of North Family Arts. We 

met Vicky in the summer when she attended the table 

top sale in the church grounds with her stall of felted and 

ceramic items and we thought it would be nice to get  

together and learn something new. Look out for Vicky at 

the Christmas Fair which she is supporting with her stall. 

 

The first week we made pumpkins and leaves, then in the second session we made hedgehogs. 

We are looking forward to the next few weeks when we will be making items with a Christmas 

theme.  

If you are interested in learning a new skill then do get in touch at j.barrett77@btinternet.com 

  

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com
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ônatureõs songõ by Donald Macaskill 
 

This poem was in a publication produced by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland ôAll Year 
Roundõ in 2007.  It is a poem for this month and the COP26 conference. Our prayers are  
needed for world leaders and the decisions that will be made for the future of our planet. 
 
the winds weep outside tonight, 
for the trees are no longer beckoning; 
the stars wander confused in the twilight, 
for the earth is wrestling in pain; 
the sun radiates its uncertainty, 
for the days ache in their waning; 
the rain falls heavy and dark, 
for the polluted clouds are leaden. 
 
earth, 
cry, 
for in our time 
you have birthed  
a black future. 
 
sky, 
weep, 
for in our sight 
you have shed 
a tearful cry. 
 
sun, 
hide,  
for in our day 
you have shone 
a hurting light. 
 
river, 
rage, 
for in our touch 
you have grown 
harmful and dirty. 
 
earth and sky, 
river and sun, 
what have we done? 
 
our ambition for excess 
our striving for success 
our desire for dreams 
our rushing for reward 
have harvested a field 
of fickle fullness 
and a future of failure. 



RSCM Festival 2021  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On Sunday 3
rd
 October, 6 members of the choir joined with 48 other choir members 

from various church choirs from the diocese to sing Evensong in the Cathedral. It is al-

ways a privilege to be able to sing as part of a choir in this building and we felt that we 

augmented the Cathedral Choir pretty well (Iõm not 100% sure that the feeling was mu-

tual!). 

I have sung in many of these events, sometimes with more than 300 singers. Hopefully 

this yearõs very small group of church representatives was due to Covid concerns, lack 

of petrol and the abysmal weather that we had on the day, rather than the  

disappearance of church choirs. Next year is already planned for October 8
th
 and I hope 

that the amateur choir will swell greatly by then! 

Can you spot Sue, Sabine, Betty, Catherine, Geoff and myself? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noel Becket 



 

 
 

 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins  

The Hunger Games trilogy by Suzanne Collins is a thrilling dystopian book series. The 

Hunger Games takes place in the fictional world of the nation of Panem, divided into 

12 districts, ruled from the Capitol. As punishment, for a failed revolt a few years prior 

to when the first book is set, each district is forced to select two tributes, one boy and 

one girl between the ages of 12 - 18, to fight to the death in the annual Hunger Games 

until there is only one survivor.   

The plot follows the first person point of view, Katniss Everdeen, a resident of district 

12, the poorest district of Panem, and her struggles of hunting illegally with her friend 

Gale to provide for her sister and mother. In the annual reaping, Primrose Everdeen is 

selected to take part in the Hunger Games but Katniss volunteers in tribute, causing a 

chain reaction of events including meeting (the male tribute of district 12) Peeta who 

announces his long time crush on Katniss in front of the nation on live television, this 

in turn introduces romance into the book.  These books include in detail, fights,  

gripping dialogue and Katnissõ inner turmoil of struggling with the war of survival. 

In my opinion the book show how sacrifice can 

show true humanity and emotion in a time where 

there is a lack of it, as Katniss sacrifices herself 

many times to save people she loves around her. 

I finished the trilogy in 2 days as I found I couldn't 

put it down. I would recommend this book to all 

teens and young adults so they can live their 

dreams of being a hero. 

In conclusion this book is thrilling and interesting 

and is perfect for something to read to escape  

reality. 

If you enjoyed the dystopian adventures of Katniss    

Everdeen in the The Hunger Games, I would also    

recommend reading The Maze Runner and  

Divergent.   

Thankyou to Hannah (a member of our IGNITE Youth Group) who submitted our ôBook Clubõ  

review this month.  Please send in your reviews to stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always 

lovely to share the likes, dislikes and recommendations of books, fiction or non-fiction.  



Anna Chaplaincy  
Offering spiritual care in later life 

 

 

 

Carol Kidd LLM writes: at a special 10:30am service on Sunday 21
st
 November  

I will be commissioned as an Anna Chaplain for older people in Harefield and West End. 
 

What is Anna Chaplaincy? Why now in Harefield and West End?  

Anna Chaplaincy is a Bible Reading Fellowship [BRF] UK-wide ecumenical Christian initiative. 

Inspiration for the name comes from the widow Anna [Luke2:36-40] who recognised Jesus as 

the promised Messiah. Anna Chaplains strive to serve and bring hope to those of older years 

by sharing and reflecting Godõs inclusive love. Supported by their parish church they work 

mostly in the community alongside other churches and agencies, as advocates of and helping 

to provide spiritual support for older people, especially the isolated or lonely of all religions 

and none, of any ethnicity and across social situations.   Also ministering to care givers, and 

Care Home residents. 
 

At a vision planning day in 2019 one of the hopes of the church family lay in building  

relationships with the wider community that includes Harefield and West End. The pandemic 

increased aspects of loneliness and highlighted how many older people are seeking help to 

make sense of the past and reconnect with others. In the words of a well-known hymn, many 

are striving to find strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow!  
 

I believe I am called to be a Licensed Lay Minister and now within that vocation to follow 

Christõs will by volunteering as an Anna Chaplain. Please pray for me, for all who I may be 

called to serve, and the whole of the Anna Chaplaincy network whose objective is to inspire, 

connect and equip churches, individuals and other groups in providing and enabling spiritual 

care in later life. 
 

St Jamesõ Pastoral Team will also be commissioned for their work which includes: visits, phone 

contacts and taking Home Communion to the housebound; building connections with baptism 

families; linking with staff and residents and organising services at Care Homes; assisting the 

clergy with bereavement support and helping at the annual ôSpecial Livesõ service. The list  

continues and tasks are shared with each member having unique pastoral gifts to offer. As the 

team coordinator I especially requested that a commissioning of my pastoral colleagues might 

take place within the service where I will be commissioned as an Anna Chaplain. 
 

ôLove is the basis of Anna Chaplaincy, and shines through all their interactions.  

An integral part of this approach is to give time,  

because time honours worth and values the recipient and restores their worthõ 
Jenny Kartupelis, independent researcher for the 2021 Anna Chaplaincy auditõ 

Carol Kidd LLM 



The PCC met on Tuesday 14 th  September 

2021 via Zoom  
 
 

17 members of the PCC attended the meeting, which was opened by Revd Vicky Maunder with 

a prayer.  Apologies were heard and the minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a 

true record. 
 

Vicky updated the meeting that a new temporary service booklet, enabling the congregation 

to sing the mass setting, would be ready for 9:30am Eucharist on Sunday 19
th
 September.   

 

Revd Linda Galvin reported that her work at St Jamesõ School was going well and she was  

enjoying being back with the children again.  
 

Diana Barnes had volunteered to chair the Eco-Church group.  
 

Business by Correspondence since the previous meeting was approved, namely to hold a  

further meeting on the magazine, guidance on restrictions at services and protocol at  

weddings. 
 

Finances seemed in a reasonable state with accounts showing a surplus of Ã4667 at the end of 

August.  Payments were on track and generous donations by church members had meant  

revenue was looking good; we should be very proud of this achievement given the  

circumstances of the pandemic.   
 

All but a small payment for Project Aurora had now been made.  August furlough amount 

from HMRC had been received. The final claim would be made for the end of September when 

the scheme ceases. The loss of furlough receipts would not impact much on the budget. Kate 

was now working her full hours and Myles will be back on full hours at the end of September.   
 

A voluntary payment to the Common Mission Fund (CMF) was again discussed but it was  

considered too early to make a final decision; those who give money so generously to our 

church may be concerned if we decide to use these funds to subsidise other churches,  

particularly before the end of the year when circumstances may well change. This will be  

considered again at a future meeting.      
 

Under Vicarõs Report Vicky was pleased to be getting back to a more normal pattern of  

services and reconnecting with people. Church Alive would be inside from the start of  

October with Myles playing for services and the new screen to be used. Vicky did however 

stress the need to continue being cautious, although most people now feel comfortable 

enough to be able to attend one or other of the services in person.  It was agreed to support 

an application for Peter Littlejohns to be licensed to administer the chalice and Vicky will now 

write to the Bishop for permission.  The Remembrance Day service will be held at the War  

Memorial in conjunction with the Parish Council and it was agreed that no Church Alive  

service would be held on that day. 
 

Carol will be commissioned as an Anna Chaplain on Sunday 21st November at a joint service 

with Eucharist to include prayers for, and a blessing of, the pastoral team.  Church choir and 

Church Alive singers will be involved with activities for the children.  
 

A generous donation of Ã2,000 had been received to replace the Church noticeboard at the 

South path entrance and the outline plans were agreed by the PCC.   
 

Autumn events include: Review of the baptism process, a short course of training (or refresher) 

for the pastoral team; the Living in Love and Faith course in October and November; a wel-

come event for people new to St James; a new Tree Trail, a Macmillan coffee morning,  

childrenõs activity mornings and a Christmas Craft Fair.     

 



Are you living with domestic abuse?  Feeling fearful, scared, hurt, trapped?                                                 

         Do you know anyone living with domestic abuse?  

Abuse is the misuse of power & control. It is NEVER acceptable, is always wrong.  

It is NEVER the victims fault                                                                     

Affecting persons of any ethnicity, gender or gender identity, sexuality or social status.                   

Abuse can include physical, psychological, emotional, sexual, or financial harm   

Non-judgemental specialist òHELP-LINESó:  

¶ Provide a chance to talk & give emotional support & practical advice 

¶ Explore solutions based on individual needs 

¶ Signpost to a range of services & focus on safety planning & reducing risk 

¶ Work with you to help build a safer life whatever you situation 

òSTOP DOMESTIC ABUSEó  

     Hampshire 0330 016 5112                                                

      òYELLOW DOORó 023 80636313          

     https://www.safe-services.org.uk/ 

       IN EMERGENCY CALL 999 

Livestreaming of services was discussed and we will continue with the current set-up by using a 

mobile phone with 4G.  Other options were considered too expensive at this time. The  

possibility of having a dedicated hardwired line into the vestry will be discussed again in the 

future.  
 

Parish Magazine ð there are many varied views on whether to continue to produce an online 

only magazine and a meeting will be held in November specifically to discuss costs, work  

involved and what the magazine would achieve. In the meantime Vicky will write (with request 

for feedback) to all those who used to receive the magazine who are not  contactable by email.  

The decision on advertising rates was also deferred. 
 

Noelõs Building and Fabric report included booking a local firm for October to hopefully rid the 

church of the seasonal cluster flies problem using a ULV fogging process.  This was approved 

by the majority of the PCC. 
 

The Church Hall Committee had met via Zoom and agreed key points including removing the 

Ã10 additional Covid cleaning fee; continuing to limit numbers in the hall to 50; request proof 

of charitable status for future hirings where a discount had been requested and rates were 

agreed for different groups and kitchen usage.  Regular hirers were beginning to return and 

some new enquiries had been made. 
    

Under Safeguarding, Carol said that she and Vicky were checking safe-guarding best practice 

as church facilities continue to open up. 
 

Churches Together minutes had been sent along with prayer points from the meeting which 

included updates to the CT HEWEB web page, visits to Boorley Park new homes, a òFill your 

street with friendlinessó project, and development over several years of a Remembrance  

Avenue at Itchen Valley Country Park. The next service for Christian Unity will be held on 23
rd
 

January at the Salvation Army Centre in Hedge End. 
    

The HOPE committee had met in early September and reviewed events along with making 

plans for future fundraising.  HOPE recommended to the PCC that the charity òKitchen Table 

Charities Trustó be supported as one of the main charities from September 2021 for two years 

and this was agreed.  
   

Dates of future PCC meetings were agreed and Vicky closed the meeting with the Grace.   
*Copies of the full minutes and attachments are available on request from the PCC secretary:  

            pccsecretary.stjameswe@gmail.com   

mailto:pccsecretary.stjameswe@gmail.com


Life At St James  
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of 

your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com 

  

125 years ago (1896) ð So whatõs in a name or a small space between words? ôA suggestion was 

made that the name of the Village should be changed . It was pointed out that " Westend" is an 

unmeaning and rather ugly name, and one that leads to frequent mistakes and delays by rail and 

post, and a Committee was appointed to inquire into the matterõ. Looks like the committee felt 

the same 

100 years ago (1921) ð  The vicar, Rowland Dawson, on a visit to 

the South Stoneham Guardians, was part of a ôDeputation  

appointed by a crowded meeting' of Ratepayers, to speak on a 

Resolution unanimously passed at a Ratepayers' Meeting, in  

regard to the Question of Unemployment, and the method of 

the Guardians in dealing with it.õ These were the Guardians of 

the Parish Workhouse on Botley Road, and he was ôvery much 

impressed with the manner the members of the Board  

conducted the business. I think the Ratepayers can rest satisfied with the way the Guardians do 

their work and look after our interests. The sacrifice of time they give, and some at great loss to 

their financial interests, and the impartial manner with which they deal with the businessõê with 

ONE EXCEPTION!  Reverend Dawson called their chairman, a Mr E Rowe, out for prejudice, bias, 

ineptitude and discourteousness. He did offer Mr Rowe a right to reply but it was definitely trial 

by magazine! 

75 years ago (1946) ð With only a page and a half of magazine available to me it was hard to  

discover things that were happening. However, the Mothersõ Union were holding a Jubilee  

Celebration on the 24th of the month, and they were grateful ôif members could bring floral  

decorations to the Churchõ for this 

50 years ago (1971) ð Erika Bullwinkle wrote about a visit by Barton Peveril Grammar Schoolõs visit 

to the U.S.S.R. ôThe weather was dreadful, the food almost as bad, and I defy anyone to say they 

didnõt enjoy themselves!õ Forty pupils and four teachers visited palaces, museums, cathedrals, the 

Kremlin and Leninõs Mausoleum. During the hours of waiting to see Leninõs tomb they sang 

songs from The Sound of Music, ôwhich they are all mad about over thereõ. However, the pass by 

the tomb was in complete silence, ôas itõs the equivalent of a Christianõs going to visit Jesusõ 

tombõ.  

10 years ago (2011) - There was an invitation to take part in the 

õmagnificentõ Lantern Parade in Winchester at the end of  

November. The parade marked the opening of the  traditional 

Christmas Market and Ice Rink and you were invited to simply 

make a lantern and bring it along or you could even go to  

lantern making workshops in Winchester prior to the day. If  

people werenõt feeling artistic they could still go along for the 

wonderful spectacle. 
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             Allotment Allure  
 

 

For plants to grow strong and healthy, they need 17 different chemical 
elements in their nutrition. The three most common of these, carbon,  
hydrogen and oxygen, are made available from the carbon dioxide in the 
air and water absorbed through the roots and light in photosynthesis. Many of the others are 
needed in very small quantities (the so-called òmicronutrientsó) and also come from the soil. 
Unfortunately soil is frequently quite short of many of the vital nutrients. 
 

Composting is the reverse of the growing process in which bacteria, fungi and small living     
organisms work on weeds and dead plant remains to release the carbon dioxide and water, 
leaving a mixture of soil and partially broken down organic material which, crucially, is very rich 
in those precise nutrients that plants need to grow well. If your home-made compost is          
returned to the plant beds, it not only provides a well-balanced diet for the plants but also    
enhances the root system by adding fungal networks which channel the required nutrients from 
a wider area.   
 

I love composting and I have a number of bins which I can use at home and allotment. In      
addition, I possess a wormery, which produces the richest form of compost, and also a hot 
composter which speeds up the process. 

 
Many plotholders on the allotment site put their weeds into bags and 
dump them at the local authority waste tip for composting. They seem 
to be afraid that their own compost will simply spread the weed seeds 
over their plot the following year. This is a valid point but I believe it is 
much more important to recycle the nutrients and condition the soil 
through composting. My weeds get bigger every year! It should be  
noted that the use of fungicides, insecticides and herbicides in           
non-organic gardening destroys much of the underground life that    
encourages healthy plants.               Geoff Holden  

 

 

 

 

Thank you everyone who supported our Harvest lunch, we enjoyed a lovely meal in the church 

grounds in lovely warm sunshine until there was a heavy shower just as we were serving       

pudding and everyone ran for cover.  

It was good to be able to spend time together socially while at the same time raising money for 

our charity, thanks to your generosity we raised Ã234.80.  

Our next fundraiser will be our charity Christmas card which will be in church from the 28
th
      

November which is Advent Sunday. 

 

Our coffee and cake morning in aid of Macmillan was very successful, we 
raised Ã215.40. 

We enjoyed a range of homemade cakes, thank you to our excellent  
bakers Sue, Chris, Brenda and Gemma. 

Thank you all for supporting the event it is very much appreciated. 



 

      

 

 

Hedge End, West End and Botley, known as  CT HEWEB 

 

Our churches across this area of Eastleigh Borough are  

connected together for the good of our community. 

 

There is one borough divided into five local areas and this 

enables all the Churches to support and work for all people 

within these geographical areas. 

 

Where we live in Hedge End, West End, Botley + Curdridge 

+ Durley, there are at present 15 worshipping communities.  

That gives a wide spread variety of styles of worship, from          

traditional robed priests to contemporary informal  

expressions, teaching and discipleship based study, and a 

host of activity connecting, welcoming and inviting all to 

join together as followers of Jesus Christ.  The sheep fold is 

indeed very wide and all are invited to come and join. 

 

So what other forms does Churches Together take? From bacon butties, cups of tea, mugs of 

coffee, cake and biscuits to food banks, meals offered in friendship, professional advice for  

financial questions and other life changing situations. Support to pray and to explore quietness 

to ask those bigger questions. Christian meditation on Godõs Word, learning more about the 

Word of God for our lives today; Holiday Bible Club for children; Messy Church; creative  

activities exploring the teachings of Jesus. Tree trails challenging our thoughts on life today; 

welcoming new residents in the new home areas; collecting food donations to support others, 

and so much more.  The doors are open, the coffee is on and the welcome mat is ready ê 

come and explore.   

 

Celebratory Service and Lunch 21st November  

On Sunday 21st November there will be just one morning service for both congregations at 

10.30am.  We are having a special joint service to be able to support our LLM Carol who will 

be commissioned as an Anna Chaplain at the service and our Pastoral Team who will be 

prayed for.  There will be children's groups during the service and a shared lunch together 

afterwards (in the church and hall).  We will be welcoming Rev'd Dr Erica Roberts from the 

Anna Chaplaincy Team in Southampton and Bishop Geoff Annas to take part in the ser-

vice.  In order to seat people safely and to know numbers for the lunch please could you 

book with Jan to attend j.barrett77@btinternet.com. 

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com


Crossword for November 2021  



Kingdom Kids  

This resource is taken from rootsontheweb.com and is copyright Ê ROOTS for Churches Ltd.  Reproduced with permission.  

Name: 

https://web.archive.org/web/20160610043147/http:/www.rootsontheweb.com/


Church of England Telephone Line 
If you know of someone who doesn't have access to online  

services the Church of England have launched a free national  

telephone line offering music, prayers and reflections as well as 

full services.  It is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044.  Callers will hear 
a special greeting from the Archbishop before being able to choose from a range 

of options including hymns, prayers and reflections.  Please do let anyone know 

who might find this helpful.  

WEST END CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT 
This group has a Facebook page called "West End Coronavirus Support Group" and  

residents can also contact Julie Haylett , the organiser, on 028 8047 0610.  
 

They have also collected shopping and other essentials thanks to the volunteers in the 

group who are offering their time to help other in need within their community. 
 

The team are also working with local fish and chip shops in West End on a Wednesday 

and have been delivering meals to those who are currently stuck inside. 

Solution for October Crossword 

 

 



CHURCHILL DECORATING SERVICES 
All aspects of painting and  

decorating services undertaken 

ǒ High quality interior and exterior painting and 

decorating ǒ Wallpaper hanging ǒ Wood staining and varnishing ǒ 

Fully insured and Checkatrade approved 

Call for free, no obligation quote  

on 07402 382963  or at churchill.decorating@gmail.com  
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