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"There are very few days when we don't find ourselves near water. 
These Thames barges are at the Hythe, Maldon."  Debbie Becket 



Linda writes é... 
 

Seasons come and season go, but I love both autumn and 

spring especially. The greenness of new life in spring and the 

beauty of nature putting itself to sleep in autumn, create a 

kaleidoscope of colours unmatched by any artist. 

 

The ôseason of mists and mellow fruitfulnessõ culminated in our church bedecked in 

autumnal oranges, yellows and reds and cheeky mice perched on the font, ready to 

garner their own winter store from the offering of our Harvest Festival. Letõs hope 

they have can-openers as well! 
 

Of course autumn is also the beginning of things where schools are concerned; the 

start of a new school year; new classes for the teachers and news friendships to 

forge for the children. There was something new for me also in my role as School 

Chaplain, having graciously been offered the opportunity to spend a second day 

working in Saint Jamesõ Primary school with a new additional task of establishing 

and co-ordinating greater links within the school and local communities. 
 

There was a great opportunity to do this with the recent Great Big Green Week 

campaign which links in with the COP26 conference in early November, when  

leaders of the countries around the world will be looking at greater ways to tackle 

climate change before it is too late. 
 

The children were involved in visits to the local allotments to speak to allotments 

holders, Geoff, Jane and Fiona and to see what benefits there are to growing your 

own fruit and vegetables. We demonstrated ôLoving Our Neighbourhoodõ by joining 

in with a litter pick co-organised by the Parish Council around Townhill Farm  

Community centre and Nicki Penny, West Endõs Youth Councillor, represented the 

Parish Council by coming in to talk to our Year Six about what they are doing to 

make West End a ôgreenerõ environment. We also planted bulbs in our newly  

re-opened outdoor learning space and held a ôKnow Your Greensõ competition for a 

weekõs supply of fruit and vegetables supplied by Shergolds Nursery. Great fun and 

learning all round. 
 

Despite all that has been happening around us it seems that nature takes itõs own 

course, and provides all that we need; and God tells us not to worry about such 

things in Matthewõs gospel (6:25-34). So Iõm excited about the future ôFor I know 

the plans I have for you,ó declares the Lord, òplans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a futureõ (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 

God bless,  Linda 



Whatõs going on at St James Church? 
Church Services for October# 

 

Sunday 3
rd
 October ð Harvest Festival 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (+ Livestreamed)  

11am Church Alive Communion (now in Church) 

6.30pm Evensong 

Wednesday 6
th
 October  10.30am Eucharist  

Sunday 10
th
 October ð Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (+ Livestreamed) 

11am Church Alive (now in Church) 

6.30pm Taiz®  

Wednesday 13
th
 October  10.30am Eucharist  

Sunday 17
th
 October ð Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (+ Livestreamed)  

11am Church Alive (now in Church) 

6.30pm Evensong 

Wednesday 20
th
 October  10.30am Eucharist 

Sunday 24
th
 October ð Last Sunday of Trinity 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)  

11am Church Alive (now in Church) 

6.30pm Informal Worship 

Wednesday 27
th
 October  10.30am Eucharist  

Sunday 31st October ð All Saints Day 

9.30am Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)  

11am Church Alive (now in Church) 

6.30pm All Souls Service remembering those who have died 

To keep people safe during services, we are still social distancing and asking people to wear masks 

in church. Hand sanitiser is available. There is no need to book for services. 

 

Refreshments between Sunday services are being served again 

Pathfinders and Mustard Seeds our younger and older childrenõs groups are meeting again 

during the 9.30am Sunday service for worship and activities.  

Morning Prayer ð 9am on Zoom. Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. For more  

information contact the vicar.  

Open Churchð the church is open Tuesdays to Fridays 9am to 3pm for anyone to visit.   

Youth ð Contact Revõd Linda for more information about our youth meetings. For age 11+ 



A note from the Church Wardens  
 

We are gradually and cautiously easing the restrictions, but still ask people attending 

church services indoors to continue wearing masks when they are moving around.   

More choir members are now be able to take part in the 9.30 service, and it is good to 

be allowed to join in with the singing.  We have been blessed with good weather for  

the Church Alive services outdoors, and these are also a witness to the local community, 

but, as the temperature drops, these services will also be moving indoors from Harvest 

onwards.  

Refreshments have been available for the 9.30 service, and from October, we will need 

volunteers to load the dishwasher at the end and clear up. We have one volunteer so 

far, but it need only be a task every few weeks if enough people offer, so please tell   

either of us, or Revd. Linda, if you are willing to stay behind for a few minutes to do this. 

Diana has been on a Churchwardens' Training Day, which was really interesting and  

useful, and she now has  a much clearer idea of what the job involves, and, essentially, 

the support we can call on!  

stjameswe.churchwardenscott@gmail.com (at 9.30am) 

stjameswe.dianachurchwarden@gmail.com (at Church 

Alive) 

             Felting Classes 

We are organising felting classes on the 4
th
 and 18

th
 of October 

in the church hall from 6pm to 8pm. 

The cost is Ã25 for the kit and each kit will include resources to 

take away and be able to make more. Vicky from North Family 

Arts will show us how to make 2 or 3 items depending on time 

across the two sessions. 

Please contact Jan on 07519759269 or at j.barrett77@btinternet.com to book a place. 

 

 

mailto:stjameswe.churchwardenscott@gmail.com
mailto:stjameswe.dianachurchwarden@gmail.com
mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com


                                                         

Ride and Stride for Churches has been going since 1984.  It is a sponsored event run by the     

Historic Churches Trust and is the single largest source of income for many Historic Churches 

Trusts.  It enables them to make grants for the restoration and preservation of the UKõs historic 

churches, chapels and meeting houses. The event takes place every year on the 2
nd
 Saturday of 

September (this year on 11
th
 September) and the funds raised are split between the Trust and 

your chosen church. The aim is to gain sponsorship and then to visit as many Historic Churches 

as you can within the allotted time 10am ð 6pm.  Any mode of transport is acceptable ð from a 

coach trip to single walkers.   

I gained Ã300 in sponsorship, was a walker on the day, and visited 11 churches covering 11 

miles.  Thankfully the weather was ideal, not too hot, dry underfoot and we met many  

interesting people along the way.  We came across a church fete in a churchyard and a bouncy 

castle set up in the church and another church with entertainment laid on for us - a choir  

practicing for an evening concert.   

I would like to say ôthank youõ to all who sponsored me. ôThank 

youõ.   

For more information about Ride and Stride for Churches see 

www.hihct.org.uk   

 

          Jenny Potter 

Don't forget that every Monday, 11am to 

1pm at Harefield Hub, we will run a   

"Stop Shop & Swap" food exchange 

scheme.  Bring any unwanted, unopened, 

in-date and non perishable food and put 

it in our donation box, and swap for 3 

items that are already on the shelves..   

 

During this time there will also be a 

chance to visit our book exchange 

shelves, and our craft store for any      

materials you may need for your current 

projects.  Join us to help cut down waste, 

and recycle things we already have. 

 

Please be aware that we still politely        

encourage the wearing of face coverings, 

unless exempt, inside the Hub during 

these sessions.  

Search SO18 BIG LOCAL for more details. 

http://www.hihct.org.uk


 

The Knitters Story - Autumn Update  

 

 

After my last article several months ago we finally finished the Noah`s Ark  and animals 

which is now being well used in the Children`s corner in church. It  has been suggested 

that we should have a pair of cows!! (a work in progress Maura J) 

 

Once again sincere thanks to June Butler, Sally Saunders, Peggy Marten, Zena Ramplee 

and especially Lyn Playford who took on the arduous task of sewing and stuffing the 

Ark for me and who also knitted many pairs of animals. 

 

The knitting still goes on with a simple task this time making scarves for the October 

tree trail in the churchyard . 

 

On a final note we would be happy for any contribution of poppies,  even one or two, 

knitted or crochet of any size or pattern, or even felt ones to complete our challenge of 

decorating the cemetery hedge up to the gates this year . 

 

If anyone requires a pattern or red wool then do please ask .  

Tel 02380477248 or 

Email 

 sue.fitch@sky.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Sue Fitch  

Picture Reflections  

The picture on the front cover this month was contributed by Debbie Becket.  

Debbie reflected; "There are very few days when we don't find ourselves near water. 

These Thames barges are at the Hythe, Maldon."   

Do you have a picture that you would like to be featured on the front of our magazine?  

Perhaps you have a prayers or reflections that you contribute to go with the picture.  

Send your pictures to Kate Badcock stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com.  It would be fabu-

lous to see some of your pictures.  (Please do not send pictures with people featuring in 

it unless we can confirm their express permission to use it) 

mailto:sue.fitch@sky.com


Mrs Tiggy Winkle?  
 

When we first moved into our home in West End we noticed some ôevidenceõ of a    

mystery visitor to our garden, however (regretfully) a garden reorganisation resulted in 

no more visits.  After some research we realised that our suspected visitor needed a 

way in and a way out of our garden, so we reinstated both.   

 

We were, therefore, thrilled that this year we have again noticed evidence of our  

mystery visitor, hence when I was asked what I would like for my birthday a wildlife 

cam was top of my birthday list.  I was lucky enough to receive a cam and set to work 

placing it in a suitable position for ôvisitorõ watching. 

 

We were very soon rewarded with some fuzzy pictures of our cats coming and going 

but also very excitedly a recording of what could only be our mystery visitor - a    

hedgehog! 

 

We did some research and found that;  hedgehogs are a gardener's friend, they eat 

snails and slugs; the name hedgehog came into use around the year 1450, derived 

from the Middle English hedgehog, from heyg, hegge ("hedge"), because it frequents   

hedgerows, and hoge, hogge ("hog"), from its piglike snout. Other names in-

clude urchin, hedgepig and furze-pig. Sadly in the past decade we have lost over a half 

of rural hedgehogs and a third from towns and cities.   

 

So you can see why we are so pleased to have our hedgepig visitor.  We have named 

him/her Holly (holly is prickly and Holly goes well with hedgehog) visits most nights.  

Totally unphased by our presence we have been lucky enough to get quite close to her 

ð she also loves dried cat food!  

 

Helen Wiseman 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_English


Are you living with domestic abuse?  Feeling fearful, scared, hurt, trapped?                                                 

         Do you know anyone living with domestic abuse?  

Abuse is the misuse of power & control.                                                                                      
It is NEVER acceptable, is always wrong.                                                                                     

It is NEVER the victims fault                                         

Affecting persons of any ethnicity, gender or gender identity, sexuality or social status.                   

Abuse can include physical, psychological, emotional, sexual, or financial harm   

Non-judgemental specialist òHELP-LINESó:  

¶ Provide a chance to talk & give emotional support & practical advice 

¶ Explore solutions based on individual needs 

¶ Signpost to a range of services & focus on safety planning & reducing risk 

¶ Work with you to help build a safer life whatever you situation 

        òSTOP DOMESTIC ABUSEó  

         Hampshire 0330 016 5112                                                

         òYELLOW DOORó 023 80636313          

          https://www.safe-services.org.uk/ 

           IN EMERGENCY CALL 999 

Welcome Tea and Cake  

for those new to the church  

Sunday 7th November 4.30pm to 5.30pm  

 

This is a social event with refreshments for those who have joined the church in the last year or 

two.  It's an opportunity to find out more about our church life and who is who, and to get to 

know others in the church a little.  All ages are welcome and there will be a children's activity for 

younger ones.   

 

Would you like to explore being confirmed?    
We will shortly be offering confirmation classes so please speak to Vicky to find out more.  At 

confirmation an adult or young person makes promises to do their best to follow Jesus as part of 

the church, the Bishop lays hands on their head and prays for them, and they are admitted to  

receive the blessed bread and wine at services. It's an important step on a faith journey.  

 



Merchant Navy Day Service  

Friday 3
Rd
 September was Merchant Navy Day and this year 

it was marked in Southampton by a church service held at 

St Michaelõs Church. Music was provided by the  

Albion Band who St Jamesõ Church parishioner Mary Blake 

performs with. The Rt Revd David Williams, Bishop of  

Basingstoke gave the address and the service was led by 

Revd John Attenborough, the Missions to Seafarers Chaplain.  

Like most people, Iõm sure, I was unaware that approximately 95% of UK trade by volume 

comes by sea. Those massive container ships, that you occasionally spot, carry containers that 

are stuffed full of anything and everything, from high end electrical gadgets to last yearõs    

crucial medical test equipment. 

The pandemic hit seafarers particularly badly ð they were not allowed off the ships, had no way 

of getting home at the end of their term and found themselves many miles away from home 

and their loved ones. The Missions to Seafarers, led by John & his team of volunteers,           

continued to visit the ships even if they could only go as far as the end of the gangway. They 

provided support, both practical and spiritual, to a largely forgotten workforce ð 300,000 were 

estimated to be stuck at sea during the pandemic. 

Attending a service to give thanks and to pray for them seemed a small thing to do.                                          

As one of the hymns states:  

òGuard, when stormy seas are breaking,  

Those who cross the oceans wide,  

Share with them their watchful waking,  

Be with them through wind and tideó 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

Debbie Becket 

If you would like to find out more information about the Seafarers mission  

visit their website at www.missiontoseafarers.org 



 

 
 

 

A Single Thread by Tracy Chevalier  

This book takes us into the life of Victoria Speedwell in 1932. She is a ôsurplus womanõ who 

was left after World War I without her fianc® who died in the trenches. She escapes her   

claustrophobic home situation to live life as an independent woman in Winchester. 

 

The heart-warming story takes us through her life in our Cathedral City as she faces many 

challenges at work and in a society where womenõs roles were expected to be centred on the 

home and family.  She unexpectedly discovers the ôbroderersõ who are a group of highly 

skilled embroiderers who make tapestry cushions for the Cathedral. Victoria joins the group 

and makes friends amongst the different volunteers in the Cathedral  against a background of 

growing tension in Europe. 

 

I really enjoyed the book because it took me through many      

well-loved places in Winchester city and it encourages us to 

look at hidden parts of Winchester Cathedral and the handwork      

displayed with fresh eyes. I would love to have met Victoria in 

person for a chat over a cup of tea in C&H fabrics! 

 

My copy of the book is currently in Tennessee and I look  

forward to walking through Winchester city and the Cathedral 

with our American in-laws when they next come to the UK and 

bring the book with them! 
 

Thankyou to Brenda who submitted our ôBook Clubõ review this month.  Please send in your  

reviews to stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to share the likes, dislikes and              

recommendations of books, fiction or non-fiction.  

Rotary Shoe Box appeal  
St James Church is once again supporting the Rotary Shoebox scheme, their aim is to  

provide a gift for disadvantaged children in Albania, Montenegro, Moldova, Romania 

and the Philippines. There are leaflets in church which explain what you can put into the 

boxes and the relevant age groups. Please can we ask for filled shoeboxes to be  

returned to church by the 17th of October to enable them to be checked and  

delivered to the children. Thank you very much for your support. 

 



 

St Jamesõ Church  

Christmas Fayre  
 

 

St Jamesõ Church Christmas Fayre - but not as you know it! This year (with  

nothing being quite settled and certain) we thought we would try something  

different at Christmas.     

 

On Saturday 20
th

 November we have invited local craft artisans, and small craft            

businesses to come along with their ôwaresõ to fill the Church with Christmas  

goodies for sale.  For those of you who visited our outside Craft Fayre in June 

this year, will already have a flavour of the beautiful items that our local  

community make and sell.  

 

We are hoping to have over 25+ independent artisans, all making a fixed  

donation to St James funds (they keep the profits of the products they 

sell).  There will be a Hog Roast (outside of course) and St James will have  

refreshments and cakes available for sale in the Hall (mulled wine to be  

confirmed)  Also in the hall will be our very own Craft stall selling items our  

lovely congregation have made - all profits from this stall will go direct to St 

James. There will be a raffle, of course, it is St James Christmas Fayre! 

  



October Tree Trail  

 
Our October tree trail is based on the colours we use in 

church and Harvest. 

 

The Welcome Tree 

At our Welcome tree you will find a green scarf tied to the 

tree, green represents a time of growth, it is a time of 

growth and producing good fruit. 

 

Under the tree you will find a box containing craft  

materials to make a grow with Jesus sunflower. 

 

The Faith Tree 

At our Faith tree you will find a purple scarf tied to the tree. Purple represents faith,     

patience, royalty, trust and wisdom.  

 

Here you will find stones and purple pens, we invite you to write words of wisdom and 

faith. 

 

The Thankyou Tree 

The Thankyou tree will have a rainbow scarf tied to it. The rainbow is a symbol of the 

NHS, we have so much to thank God for, who or what would you like to say thank you 

for. 

 

In the box you will find thank you rainbows to add to the tree. 

 

The Praise Tree 

Visit the Praise tree where you will find a gold 

scarf, gold represents Gods precious love and a 

time of celebration. 

 

Here you can create a gold woven heart. 

 

The Worry Tree 

At the worry tree you will find a blue scarf, blue 

represents the healing power of God. 

 

Here we invite you to tie a blue ribbon to the tree to 

ask God to bring his healing power to your      

worries. 

 

We hope you enjoy the trail and the scarecrows. 



Life At St James  
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some 

memories of your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com 
  
125 years ago (1896) ð Donations towards the general work of the church in the form of collec-

tions are something that everyone who is part of the church will try to give. Regular donations of 

course help with planning what we might do and who we might help and they can be in the 

form of cash, giving envelopes, standing orders, direct debit and even contactless now. However, 

in 1896 the collections for each different service were designated for a particular purpose. The 

collections in November therefore went to the Sick and Needy, Churchwarden Expenses and the 

Agricultural Benevolent Institution, which still exists and is a national charity that provides local 

support to the farming community across England and Wales, established in 1860. It gives an 

insight into the type of work and land that was around West End at the time as well. 

 

100 years ago (1921) ð  The 1920õs disappearing act strikes again - nothing for this month 

 

75 years ago (1946) ð Nor anything for 1946.... I blame rationing! 

 

50 years ago (1971) ð The vicar, Reverend Howard Green, was asked to say something in the 

magazine about the Common Market issue, but felt he could say little, because ôthe issues are 

not altogether clear cut, and they are complex, and Christian people can take opposite views 

about themõ. He added that it ôis obvious that the political parties are not going to agree either 

between themselves or within themselvesõ, but instead appealed to a sense of geography and 

quoted Brutus from Shakespeareõs Julius Caesar: 

 

   ôThere is a tide in the affairs of men, Which taken at the flood,  

   leads on to fortune. Omitted, all the voyage of their life is bound  

   in shallows and in miseries. On such a full sea are we now afloat.  

   And we must take the current when it serves, or lose our ventures.õ  

  

Plus ­a Change   

  

10 years ago (2011) - Reverend Brian Pickett mentioned that ôfor all the times I have walked 

round the church, I had never noticed it before - our very own gargoyle perched against the East 

wall, looking like a deranged lion or a relic from a ô60õs folk festival. Unlike many gargoyles, it  

isnõt a spout for excess water and whether it has fulfilled its other function of warding off evil 

spirits is a question beyond my competence, though Iõd rather trust the power of prayer.õ I  

wonder how many of us have actually spotted our gargoyle and could suggest why heõs there. 

Perhaps I will have to find him (Iõm guessing itõs a him) and take a photo and then we can have a 

caption competition as to what he might be saying after all these years... 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻǳǊ ƻƴŜ ΦΦΦ 



 

             Allotment Allure  

 
As I write, the autumn equinox is passing and the 2021 growing 

season is over for most of the crops on the plot. Itõs been a  

reasonably good year, mainly due to the generous rainfall we 

experienced in July but since then the more usual drought conditions have returned and 

I am back to the watering can for the later crops. 

 

The unwanted attentions my plot has received from deer have continued, making a  

decent harvest from the runner beans quite difficult amidst all the netting I have put 

round them. Fortunately these animals only seem interested in the leaves rather than 

the fruit and they clearly do not like tomato plants. Some plot holders are building high       

structures all around their area to keep them out. Iõm afraid I donõt have the energy or 

the engineering skills to do the same! 

  

Over the last month, I have derived considerable pleasure and  

satisfaction from harvesting potatoes, runner beans, raspberries 

and tomatoes in bountiful quantities. Still in the ground are kale, 

cauliflower, leeks, carrots , parsnips and parsley which will give me 

equal pleasure to harvest as required over the autumn and winter. 

The coming months, October to December, are crucial for clearing 

the ground and preparing the soil for next yearõs crops but many 

plot holders will disappear from sight until April. The loss is theirs. 

 

               Geoff Holden  

Pathfinders and Mustard Seeds  
 

We are very pleased that our childrenõs groups have restarted. We run two groups one 

for our younger children and a group for our older children, we would love to welcome 

you back to enjoy our sessions, join us from 9.30am to 10.30am as we explore the  

stories from the Bible. 

In September our stories included the lost sheep and we played a game ushering our 

sheep balloons into a pen using rather large swimming aids. The following week we 

heard the story of the Lost Son and how the Father was so pleased that he laid on a 

party to welcome him home and we decorated cakes with buttercream icing and    

sprinkles which were promptly eaten, then the next week we heard the story of the 

Good Shepherd and this story helped us understand that God cares for us and he will 

search for us when we are lost and welcome us back.  

We hope to see you soon. Please contact Jan at j.barrett77@btinternet.com  

Watch out for our monthly Saturday morning activity sessions starting with the  

scarecrow making workshop on 2
nd
 October from 10 to 11.30. 

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com


 

 

 

 

 

The Hope team met in September to plan the Harvest Lunch and discuss our future 

events.  We plan to have our charity Christmas card available throughout Advent and 

the Christmas period and we discussed fundraising ideas for next year. 

After supporting M®decins Sans Fronti¯res for three years, the new main charity that we 

will support is The Kitchen Table Charities Trust, here is a little bit about the charity.           

 

What we do? 

by John Humphrys, founder of the Trust.  

 

ôThere are a vast number of small charities all over the world who do a wonderful job. 

Youõve probably never even heard of them. They donõt have swanky offices or air-

conditioned Land Rovers or money to spend on expensive advertising. Every penny 

goes to people in need. But they struggle to survive because they simply canõt afford 

their own fund-raising operations. 
 

I have spent many years working in third world countries ð mostly in Africa ð and have 

been hugely impressed by what they do. I have also noticed over the years that many 

people would like to help these òkitchen tableó charities but theyõre not sure how to go 

about it.  
 

The money we raise is fed directly to the smallest charities. We choose those whose 

work we can assess and monitor. I have either seen them myself or know someone who 

has and can offer an independent assessment. 
 

Many of them work with children ð often orphans whose parents might have died from 

Aids and end up on the streets of big cities. Without help they might turn to crime or 

prostitution and face an early death from dreadful diseases. Another charity helps polio 

victims who are forced to beg for a living. They train them to make marvellous metal 

sculptures from old junk. Other charities make small loans to widows who use the  

money to set up little businesses. Another teaches skills such as carpentry to young 

boys. Another runs a cancer hospice. A small hospital restores the sight of people with          

cataracts. 
 

The one thing they have in common is that whatever money they have is spent in the 

local area on the people most in need. That not only helps the most vulnerable but, in 

the longer term, helps the country to stand on its own feet. If a child is educated or 

taught a skill or has his or her sight restored, they can help others in return. 
 

We at the KTCT think this is what matters. We are not interested in charity as a big    

business. We believe that charity is about individuals helping other individuals with the 

minimum of bureaucracy and needless expense. That is why we exist.õ 

We look forward to welcoming you to future HOPE fundraising events and thank you 

for supporting us in the past. 



Crossword for October 2021  



Kingdom Kids  

This resource is taken from rootsontheweb.com and is copyright Ê ROOTS for Churches Ltd.  Reproduced with permission.  

https://web.archive.org/web/20160610043147/http:/www.rootsontheweb.com/

