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Vicky writesé. 
 

On Thursday 27th May we had our first outdoor coffee morning.  What a 

joy it was to come together in the wonderfully sunny weather and to see 

faces we hadnõt seen for a very long time. It felt a really positive step  

forward. We donõt know what the summer will hold and whether the  

further easing of restrictions will go ahead as planned but we can enjoy 

the increased freedoms we have now and especially the opportunity to 

spend time with others.  

  

And as we slowly reconnect as a church family after such a long time of separation, we give 

thanks for what each person offers our community. We are all different, with our own gifts and 

personalities, and we are all equally important, without any one of us our community is poorer.  

We miss those we havenõt been able to see for so long and look forward to reconnecting with 

them when they feel ready and comfortable to return to our in person services. For those who are 

house bound we are glad that we can now offer pastoral visits and home communion and that we 

are able to connect through online worship and good old-fashioned letters! There have been 

some new faces at services, and we give thanks for all they bring to our shared life and warmly 

welcome them as valued members of our church family.   

 

This month we are encouraged to engage with an initiative called ôGenerous Juneõ.  As we  

reconnect and begin to build up our church life again what time, gifts and money do you have to 

offer? In order to resume a number of aspects of church life we will need people to step forward 

and generously give their time. And like many organisations we are not balancing the books at 

the moment and need to increase our income. Are you able to make a regular financial donation 

to our vital work at St James, ideally through our Parish Giving Scheme?  But I suggest generosity 

is not just about giving but about receiving to. We are called to a generosity of spirit that values 

and makes space for the gifts of others and their contributions, and warmly welcomes their  

involvement, receiving it with love and appreciation.  

 

Generous giving is a response to Godõs generosity to us. Godõs nature is to give, generously,  

extravagantly and persistently and at all our services we give thanks to God for all we are given, 

the gift of life itself, the gift of the created world, the gift of Godõs love lavished upon us and  

revealed in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, the gift of the Holy Spirit strengthening and 

guiding us, and the gift of Godõs promise to hold us in his love and care when our time on earth is 

ended and we journey on to glory.  

 

Love and prayers, 

          

Vicky 

Thursday Coffee Morning   

at 10am in the church grounds 
 

Bring a flask and snack and enjoy fellowship time together 
 

All welcome. 



Whatõs going on at St James Church? 
Church Services for June 

 

Wednesday 2
nd
 June 

10.30am In person Eucharist for Corpus Christi 
 

Sunday 6
th
 June ð First Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am Livestreamed and in person Eucharist 

11am Church Alive Communion in the church grounds 

6.30pm Livestreamed and in person Evensong 
 

Wednesday 9
th
 June 

10.30am In person Eucharist  
 

Sunday 13
th
 June ð Second Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am Livestreamed and in person Eucharist 

11am Church Alive on Zoom 
 

Wednesday 16
th
 June 

10.30am In person Eucharist  
 

Sunday 20th June ð Third Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am Livestreamed and in person Eucharist 

11am Church Alive in the church grounds 

6.30pm Recorded Informal Worship 
 

Wednesday 23
rd
 June 

10.30am in person Eucharist 
 

Sunday 27
th
 June ð Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am Livestreamed and in person Eucharist 

11am Church Alive on zoom 
 

Wednesday 30
th
 June 

10.30am in person Eucharist 
 

To book for the Sunday 9.30am Eucharist please contact Brenda by phoning or e-mailing during 

these times:  Tuesdays, Fridays or Saturdays, 6pm- 7pm Or via bmholden84@gmail.com or 02380 

474826 
 

For Outdoor 11am Church Alive Services please call Rev'd Linda on 07934419302 or by Eventbrite 
 

Now no need to book for Evensong or the Wednesday Eucharist.  
 

Morning Prayer ð 9am on Zoom. Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. For more information contact 

the vicar.  
 

Saturday Morning Childrenõs Worship at 10am in the Church Grounds  ð Worship, storytelling 

and activities for children aged 0 to 6 and a group for aged 7 to 11.  Please contact the vicar for 

more information.   
  

Youth ð Contact Revõd Linda for more information about our zoom youth meetings. For age 11+ 
  

Open Church ð During June the church will be open every weekday morning from 10am to  

12 noon to visit and for private prayer and to light a candle.  A steward will be present.   

We were saddened to hear of the death of Sheila Amin, who sang with our 

church choir and was also the ôwardrobe mistressõ for many years, who passed 

away on Monday 24th May.  She is remembered with fondness and we are 

keeping her family and friends in our prayers. This photo of the choir was  

taken in 2015 and Sheila is standing at the front.    

mailto:bmholden84@gmail.com


A note from the Church Wardens  
 

We are very excited that Diana Barnes, who worships at our Church Alive service, has taken on 

the role of Church Warden and look forward to the wonderful gifts and ideas she will bring to 

our church community in this role. We are also thankful for Noel who has stepped up as       

Assistant Church Warden and will continue to provide his experience in looking after our 

church buildings.  
 

As a token of our appreciation to Jan for her service as warden she was presented with some 

flowers in advance of our annual meeting. 

 

After such a long period of 

Covid control and uncertainty 

we are slowly moving towards 

the easing of the many  

restrictions that have been in 

place and we are regularly 

meeting to ensure that the 

church is operating safely and 

will be ready for any change 

that is needed. 

Thank you Margaret!  
Our volunteer Church Hall Manager, Margaret Baker has   

recently announced her retirement from the role that she 

has very ably filled for the last 12 or so years. Very much 

working behind the scenes, unseen and unheard, a very    

varied role including taking telephone bookings for various 

casual lettings, and with that goes the unlocking and locking 

of the hall, the associated paperwork with signing of letting 

agreements, key holder agreements and collecting letting 

fees and passing on to the treasurer. Also ensuring that 

groups adhere to the church Safeguarding Policies. It also 

involves keeping in contact with our regular letting groups 

and maintaining the lettings diary. It is important to ensure 

any bookings fit in with church use, e.g. itõs not good to 

have a childrenõs party in the hall at the same time as a fu-

neral service in church!  

The hall manager also keeps the heating programming clock updated so the hall is heated 

when groups arrive. Also liaising with our cleaner to ensure the hall is kept clean and tidy, and 

collecting cleaning supplies from the supplier and even doing the cleaning herself whilst the 

cleaner is way. And of course reporting any building problems/maintenance issues to our  

Assistant Church Warden. 

So on behalf of our church family and all the hall hirers, we thank Margaret very much for the 

giving of her time and energy and her dedicated service over the years. Iõm sure Margaret has 

plenty lined up to fill her spare time! Vicky recently presented Margaret with thank you flowers 

from us all. 

               David Forster 



 

Welcome to Joel...  
From Sunday 6th June to Sunday 4th July we will have a new face in the parish!   Joel Wells will 

be on placement with us as part of his training to be a vicar.  He will be worshipping with us, 

shadowing Linda and I, and joining in with church life as much as he can in these covid times. 

Please welcome him and have a chat.  He's from a different church tradition so will be keen to 

learn more about St James and what we value about our church life and worship. 
 

Hi, my name is Joel and itõs lovely to meet you! I am in my first year of training to be a vicar, 

studying at Trinity College Bristol and I normally attend Saint Maryõs Southampton with my 

wife, Rachel, who is just finishing her second year of Music at University of Southampton.  

I am originally from Newport on the Isle of Wight and we have lived in Southampton for two 

and a half years now, after spending a couple of years in Canada leading a Christian            

discipleship and adventure school.  
 

I grew up in a Christian home and have always known Godõs love but first made a real       

commitment as a Christian at Soul Survivor festival when I was 14. Iõve felt a call to church 

ministry and leadership for the last six years roughly and started 

considering ordination about three years ago. 
 

In my spare time I enjoy rock-climbing, going for a coffee with 

friends (when possible!) as well as watching and, when possible, 

playing American Football. During lockdown I have taken up film 

photography and have made many attempts to find the perfect 

cookie recipe (I think Iõm close now)!  
 

I am really looking forward to joining you for my placement 

through June and joining in with your worship and tradition. 

           WƻŜƭ ²Ŝƭƭǎ 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately our first two sessions in May were rained off but on the 21
st
 we were able to 

meet together outside to celebrate Ascension. Vicky led our younger ones in a very lively  

service while our older children joined me in a slightly quieter session. Thinking about the  

Ascension and how the disciples who had recovered from the events of Good Friday and Easter 

Sunday must have felt very uncomfortable with the fact that Jesus was 

leaving them again. We thought about how Jesus told them to take 

the good news of the Kingdom of God to everyone around the world 

and we thought about how the 

Church takes the good news of Jesus 

out into our community.  

 

For our activity we made wind socks 

and we ran around sending Jesus to 

join his Father in heaven. 



 
Summer Mornings  

 

¶ What does the word ômorningõ mean to you? 

¶ Are you a morning person? 
 

Whether we like it or not the sun rises early each day in the 

month of Juneê.the daybreak is announced by the dawn 

chorus outside our bedroom windows well before our alarms 

are due to go offê 
 

¶ Does the arrival of a new day bring with it feelings of welcome or anxiety? Reflect on the    

reasons for these feelingsêoffer your feelings to Godê 
 

Every morning can be a fresh startêa new beginning with new opportunities for friendships and 

activitiesêthe sunrise on summer mornings can fill us with a glow of hopeê 
 

I came across this poem by Francis Buxton in a book published by the Bible Reading Fellowship: 

 

I know you 

 

I know you 

in the first, faint flare of dawn 

when trees stand, hushed and black, 

against the yellowing blue. 

 

I know you 

in the glory of the sun 

bursting the horizon, chasing the night,  

discovering colour. 

 

I know you 

in the rising breeze, 

the rustle of leaves, 

the slink of home-returning cats, 

the busy flit of little birds 

about their breakfast. 

 

In this daily miracle of loving sustenance, 

this morning of the world, 

I know you, 

Lord. 

 

And so, 

in this intended re-creation, 

this new awakening, 

this little, daily resurrection 

I sense the promise 

of another, greater, personal, 

of fullest knowing, 

                                                         of longing love fulfilled 

                     Brenda Holden 



Tree Trail  
 

We are launching our Tree Trail on the 30
th
 May in the church grounds, we hope that our     

children, families, the young at heart and the wider community will enjoy exploring the trail, 

which will change on a regular basis. 

Our first week starts with Trinity Sunday and we invite you to visit the Welcome Tree and write 

welcome in another language or draw a welcome picture onto the blackboards, chalks will be 

available.  

                                                        

 

 

 

 

Next visit the Faith Tree, here you will find a copy of the story for the week and then you can 

move on to the Praising Tree, here we would like you bring a symbol of the Trinity, maybe you 

could join together in circles three different coloured pipe cleaners to represent the three in 

one symbol, or plait three colours of wool together, you could create a picture or design a   

symbol, we look forward to seeing your creations and ideas. 

After the Praising Tree visit the Thank You Tree, here you can spend time thanking God for all 

the beautiful things he has created, maybe you could leave something at the tree that you 

think is one of Gods creations for example a leaf, a pebble, a flower, a shell. Finally we have a 

Worry Tree, here we invite you to leave with God any worries you might have by tying a green 

ribbon to the tree and asking him to bring you healing, peace and a feeling of calm to relieve 

any stress you are feeling. 

                      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources will be available for you to access in a box in the church grounds or please contact 

me if you have any problems. Jan at j.barrett77@btinternet.com. Or on 02380 476777 

The trail will have be regularly changed with a different story, thoughts and ideas. Please watch 

out for details in the regular weekly emails. 

Special thanks to Helen for creating our tree plaques. 

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First of all, THANK YOU, for all your help in fulfilling this project. The PCC started talking about 

it in 2016, the fundraising started in January 2018 and the installation took place in early 2021  

(This bit was written for the ôLindaõ of the future to have an easy extract for ôwhat happened 50 

years agoõ). 
 

The installation eventually took place in May. Two very efficient engineers arrived from the 

West Country late on a Monday morning and disgorged all the equipment from their vans.  

Vicky and I met them, together with the church Architect, to welcome them and check that we 

were all in agreement about what was to be done. They then proceeded to remove the  

previous sound system, installed in 2005 and install the 2021version. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The brief was for an easy-to-use sound system, fit for the 21
st
 Century and suitable for the  

traditional and evolving forms of worship, plus concerts, that were envisaged in 2016.  We now 

have this, but with the added bonus of iPad control during services or concerts, should we wish 

to use that facility.  

 

 



The temporary projector and screen that we started using in January 2016 for Church Alive had 

proved successful for that service and there was a need to make this more permanent and  

easier to use. This has now been done with a fixed projector and screen. The screen is generally 

hidden and should not impede the beauty of our building when not in use, but will enhance 

services such as Church Alive when swung out.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Noel Becket 

Can you spot the 

Projector Screen? 

   Hidden Projector 

Here it is! 



òBehind closed Doorsó  - 

The Knitters Story!  
 
 

It seems rather sad that over a year has now passed since 

the St James School Knitting club came to an abrupt end due to the fast evolving Covid  19   

crisis , so making it impossible to continue for the foreseeable future. 

 

Little did we know then just how long the pandemic would be affecting our lives! The children 

were upset at the sudden closure of the club especially the very young beginners who had 

started to make progress and gaining confidence. To lessen the blow the helpers knitted some 

Easter bunnies and crosses for them which was much appreciated. 

 

As Spring turned to Summer we all got on with various projects of our own including making 

scrub bags for NHS staff and masks to sell for church funds.  In 2019 Linda had given me a 

lovely pattern book for knitting a Noah`s Ark (another challenge!) with Rainbow and numerous 

animals so I made a start and completed the rainbow leaving the rest for the winter months . 

 

September came and the call from Rev Vicky  requesting as many poppies as possible to     

decorate the hedges by the War Memorial which meant the loyal band of knitters and friends 

were in demand again. 

 

From then on Christmas was creeping up on us and so the next project came to life with dozens 

of knitted decorations needed for a tree once again several friends, children and family joining 

forces to create a super display .  The decorations withstood the dreadful weather we had in 

December  and were duly put through the washing machine, dried and packed away for        

another Christmas in the churchyard . 

 

Meanwhile the long days of January and February saw us embarking on the challenge of     

knitting 18 pairs of animals and birds and the Ark itself . 

 

Once again I would like to take the opportunity of  thanking all my enthusiastic helpers that I 

call upon time and time again . 

 

Hopefully there might be an     

opportunity to display the     

completed Noahõs Ark, rainbow 

and animals in the church in the 

not too distant future. Because a 

Rainbow represents Hope after a 

Crisis!! 

 

    

                                                                                              

                                 Sue Fitch  

 

 



Life At St James  
 

Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890, 

this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was  

happening at St Jamesõ church set in the context of the 

world around it. Maybe this will stir some 

memories of your own. Please do share them at  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

125 years ago (1896) ð ôA Museum is being formed in connection with the School, and a fair  

collection of coins and objects of Antiquarian and natural interest has already been got together. 

Mr Elliott will gladly receive contributions to the Museum from those who have any suitable 

specimens to spare. A good Museum is of great assistance for illustrating the òObjects Lessons,ó 

which now form so important and useful a part of Elementary Education.õ Are some of those 

specimens still in the West End Local History Society Museum today I wonder? 

100 years ago (1921) ð Regrettably there is no June edition of the magazine available. 

75 years ago (1946) ð Nor one for June of this year... 

50 years ago (1971) ð Eco- church is not necessarily a recent thing. The Junior Church were 

ôattempting a special project to produce an exhibition in the church and elsewhere in the  

October entitled òGodõs Earth?ó. This will be the result of surveying the entire problem of air  

pollution, water pollution, conservation of animals and plants and not least of farmland in the 

parish.õ This was to serve two purposes, ôto remind us all that pollution is not just in the city, but 

here on our doorsteps and to make it clear that the church and Christian people along with 

many others, are seriously worried about the problemõ. 

10 years ago (2011) ð Two new publications had just been published. One was a detailed history 

of the organ at St James by Ashley MacFarlayne-Watt (at least one copy still available) and a 

transcript of the report in the Hampshire Express about the consecration of the new church in 

1890 by Sue Overell. 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks really do 

have to go to Noel 

who has put so 

much time and  

effort into Project 

Aurora, working 

with the architects, 

Faculty department,  

companies and  

latterly overseeing 

the work with the 

installers... But have 

you ever wondered 

what is in his tool 

box in the vestry 

cupboard?? 



 

             Allotment Allure  

 

It seems that complaining about the lack of rain last month 

solved the problem! There is no set of perfect weather conditions 

of course but now we could probably do with a bit of warmth.  
 

Plants are starting to grow but with very little enthusiasm (except for the weeds). All my  

potatoes are through but the early ones got frosted leaves for their impertinence. They have 

since recovered. The broad bean plants that I transplanted from pots in March and April have 

grown and are now starting to flower. 
 

I have managed to sow quite a number of seeds directly into the ground this month - carrots, 

parsnips, peas, beetroot, radish and turnips but only the latter two have shown any germination 

at the time of writing. I have also planted out some cabbage and kale seedlings which need to 

be covered from the start by mesh netting to keep off the pigeons and (later) the caterpillars. 

Without the nets, they would be gone overnight. 
 

The fruit bushes have also been netted with a bit of help from  

Brenda. You may remember that I stuck six gooseberry cuttings in a 

pot in February. The five that showed life have been moved to  

individual pots and three of these have berries growing on them! 
 

In addition to the above, the Holden hoe has been very active in     

keeping the ground clear and the battery driven strimmer has  

attacked the grasses around the edge of the plot. The runner beans 

supports are in the ground waiting for the warmer weather (if it 

comes).           

          Geoff Holden  

 

 

 

 

 

We would just like to say thankyou to everyone who took part in the HOPE Zoom quiz in May.  It 

was a really fun evening and congratulations go to õThe Thompsonõsõ and õThe Vicarageõ who 

were our top scorers.  It was a really fun evening and there was some excellent quizzing.   

Thankyou also to Debbie Becket for hosting the event for us and to Chris Badcock for preparing 

the quiz. 

All the proceeds are to go to Christian Aid and towards the humanitarian support they are      

offering in areas where the covid vaccine is not currently available, including providing food,  

water and healthcare. 

 

We are looking to expand our committee, we meet four times a year and 

our aim is to raise money for both overseas and at home charities. Are 

you interested in mission and would like to join us? We would love to 

hear from you, please contact Fiona at fiona.weston@yahoo.co.uk or Jan 

at j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 02380476777 for further information.  

mailto:fiona.weston@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com


Table Top Sale  
 

West End Community Group are organising a village Table Top sale on Saturday 12 June, and 
as previously, St James are very happy to be involved and to offer space in the church yard for 
tables for this event. 
  

You can find more information about this event on Facebook, just search ôWest End Southamp-
ton Table Top Saleõ. Any proceeds from the stall are yours to do whatever you want to do with, 
and there will be a nominal Ã5 charge for each table. A risk assessment will be done and 
COVID guidelines followed.   
 

As before we will be having a ôSt James Tableõ, where we sell items donated by those who donõt 
want to have a table of their own, so if you have a couple of items you may be interested in  
parting with, please let us know.  Due to COVID restrictions, any items donated to this ôtableõ 
will be unable to be returned and if unsold and will be donated to charity. 
 

If you would be interested in having your own table in the church yard please could you let 
Helen Wiseman know ASAP (hwiseman@hotmail.co.uk) or Jane Castle 
j.castle38@btinternet.com) who has also kindly offered to assist. This will allow us to let the  
organisers know how many spaces will be available for others to sell from. All we need to do 
now is to hope the weather is kind to us! Hopefully see you there,     Helen. 

Being a Bat Detector  
It has been a fascinating few months learning how to identify the different species of bats; the 

frequencies of their calls, the variety of sounds and their ôchatteringsõ, with a lot of  

information garnered from the web site of Home - Bat Conservation Trust (bats.org.uk) or 

www.bats.org.uk; I was wondering, though, if there were any experts in the community who 

can identify bats around our beautiful greenspaces of West End? 
   

Armed with my new heterodyne detector, and with my newly found sounds I am going to see 

if I can find any bats roosting near to the trees around St Jamesõ Church. What I would like to 

know, are there any bats living near where you live in West End? The Bat Conservation Trust 

are keen to map our area to update records, can you help?  
 

There are 18 species common to the UK with 15 species recorded living in Wales, as research is 

constantly increasing the understanding of the life-styles and requirements of the  

different species, but there is still much that remains a mystery. ôBats use high frequency calls, 

normally beyond the range of human hearing, to build up a sound picture of their  

surroundings. This system, called echolocation, enables them to wing their way through the 

night and hunt down even the tiniest of insects. Humans can usually hear echolocation calls 

only by using a device called a bat detector, which makes the batsõ echolocation sounds  

audible to humans. Different species echolocate at different frequencies and can sound com-

pletely different as well. ô Ê Bat Conservation Trust. I wonder which species I will  

discover?  

The BCT are creating an online sound library 

which features bat calls recorded from tuneable 

heterodyne detectors. As it is an ongoing project 

it aims to provide recordings of all UK species. So 

if you see me and a couple of others sitting in the 

churchyard during the evenings of June youõll 

know what we are doing? Take part in the NBMP 

surveys, get enrolled.     Jane Castle 

mailto:hwiseman@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:j.castle38@btinternet.com
https://www.bats.org.uk/
http://www.bats.org.uk


 

 

 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ Iht9 .ŀǊōŜǉǳŜ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ оǊŘ Wǳƭȅ ŀǘ мн ƴƻƻƴΦ 

ŀǘ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ Ŏƻǎǘ ϻс ǇŜǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ōǳǊƎŜǊΣ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ŘƻƎ 

 ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ ǎŀƭŀŘǎΦ 

ϻо ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƻǘ ŘƻƎ ƻǊ ōǳǊƎŜǊΣ  

ϻмр ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊΦ  

 CǊŜŜ ƛŎŜ-ŎǊŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 

{ƻƊ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 

¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 9ǾŜƴǘōǊƛǘŜ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŜǾŜƴǘōǊƛǘŜΦŎƻΦǳƪκŜκмртплупттффр 

 ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ Cƛƻƴŀ ƻƴ лно улпсррфн ƻǊ                            

Wŀƴ ƻƴ лноу лптсттт 



Crossword for June 2021  



Kingdom Kids  

This resource is taken from rootsontheweb.com and is copyright Ê ROOTS for Churches Ltd.  Reproduced with permission.  

https://web.archive.org/web/20160610043147/http:/www.rootsontheweb.com/

