
  SUNDAY SERVICES AT ST JAMES’ 

Today  Advent 4 
22 December 9.30am  Parish Eucharist and Mustard Seeds   
  11.00am  Church Alive  
  6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols 
 ___________________________________________________ 
Next Sunday Christmas 1 
29 December No 8am service this Sunday 

9.30am  Parish Eucharist 
  11.00am  Church Alive  
  6.30pm Taizé Service 
 
5th January Epiphany 
  9.30am  Parish Eucharist, Pathfinders & Mustard Seeds
  11.00am  Church Alive  
  6.30pm Epiphany Carols and Readings 

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK  

No morning prayer on 24th or 26th December                                                 

Mon 23 Dec 10.00am Christingle Making 
2.30pm Dawson Lodge Service 

Tues 24 Dec 4.00pm Christingle Service 
6.00pm Christingle Service                                             
11.30pm  Midnight Mass 

Wed 25 Dec 10.30am Christmas Day Celebration Eucharist 

Thurs 26 and Fri 27 Dec  Open Church 9am to 3pm 

Tues 31 Dec, Thurs 2 and Fri 3 Jan  9am Morning Prayer as usual             

3rd Jan 2.30pm Funeral of Victoria Brill at Wessex Vale Crematorium 
Next pew news on 5th January 

ST JAMES’CHURCH WEST END  

Pew News 
Sundays 22 and 29 December 2019  



(NEW) A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who has helped to make our 
Christmas services so special – to the flower arrangers and those who 
decorated the church, to our choir and musicians and to those who took 
part in the services.  

(NEW) BE A WINNER! Why not join THE 200 
CLUB?  The drawer took place on Friday 20th and 
the winners are 1st Prize: Lyn Spratt; 2nd Prize 
Linda Galvin & 3rd Prize Lyn Spratt. 
Congratulations to all those in the draw. You too 
could be a winner by just paying £5 a month or more you could not only win 
one of three cash prizes but also support Project Aurora. Not less than 55% 
of the monthly payments will go toward Project Aurora, the rest will be paid 
out in prize money. Pick up an application form today from the back of 
Church or speak to Reverend Linda Galvin for more details 

(NEW) EPIPHANY CAROL SERVICE at 6.30pm on Sunday 5th January.  All 
welcome at this joyful service of Carols and Readings celebrating the visit of 
the Magi to Jesus.  The choir will be singing some beautiful anthems and the 
service includes the opportunity to place candles at the Crib as a sign of 
adoration and offering our lives to Christ at the beginning of this new year. 

CRIB & CHRISTINGLE SERVICES These wonderful services rely totally on 
willing volunteers to help to marshall and seat the congregation, but we also 
need to ensure we have enough people on hand to make the candle lighting 
a safe time.  If you would like to join us to help with one or preferably both 
of these services (4pm & 6pm on the 24th) please could you contact either 
Steve or myself, or come along to a 3pm briefing on the 24th, all you need 
to bring is your enthusiasm and a tea towel (to be dampened and used as a 
candle extinguisher, if necessary on the night). 
We also need a small team to put out jam jars with tealights in (and light) to 
make sure the pathways to church are lined by 3.30 pm, (jars, tea lights and 
lighters supplied).  Helen & Steve Wiseman 07787 511625 
hwiseman@hotmail.co.uk 

(NEW) MIDWEEK COMMUNION  There won’t be a 10am Holy Communion 
on Wednesday 1st January.  



(NEW) PARISH MAGAZINE We were hoping to have the Parish Magazine 
ready for today however, due to photocopier difficulties it will be out on 5th 
January as advertised in the magazine. 

HOPE CHARITY CHRISTMAS CARD Instead of sending individual cards to 
your friends at church please consider supporting our Charity Christmas 
Card.  Just sign the card, place your donation in an envelope and post it into 
the wooden box.  Equal shares of the proceeds will sent to our four charities 
Salvation Army, The Society of St James, Countess Mountbatten House and 
The Rainbow Trust.  Thank you. 

ADDITIONAL TAIZÉ SERVICE Come and enjoy a moment of quiet and 
reflective singing after the Christmas busyness, 29th December at 6.30pm. 

EGG BOX APPEAL Having planned our January activities for Pathfinders and 
Church Alive we would be grateful if you could let us have any empty egg 
box cartons up until the end of December. Can you guess what they might 
be turned into? 

PROJECT AURORA   We have some great news!  We have found a more 
affordable way to move forward with the project and the work will be 
divided into phases.  The PCC have authorised the first phase to be carried 
out early in the new year.  LED lamps will be fitted into the original high-
level light fittings to improve the lighting in the church.  Further phases will 
include additional lighting particularly in the chancel, a new AV system and 
high-level decoration of the church.   Further fundraising will still be needed 
but the works are likely to cost less than half what we originally thought. 
(More details in the January Magazine) Thank you so much to everyone for 
your continued support and fundraising efforts.  

ORGAN SCHOLARSHIP We have appointed Asuka Tsuchiya as an organ 
scholar at St James.  The appointment will run for a year and give her the 
opportunity to develop as a church musician as well as us the opportunity to 
benefit from her musical gifts.   

VISION MORNING Everyone is warmly invited to a vision morning on 
Saturday 1st February 10am to 2pm in the church hall to reflect on our 
church life and think about our priorities moving forward.   

THE CHILDRENS SOCIETY Please can you return your house collection boxes 
to me for counting, many thanks for your support. Jan  
 



 
 
CONTACTS 
Revd Vicky Maunder  stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com                    07762 673350 
Vicky is on annual leave from 26th December until 3rd January. 
Revd Linda Galvin rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com 07934 419302  
Carol Kidd LLM kiddcmw@gmail.com 023 8045 4883 
Pastoral Team (Carol) stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com  07842 244876 
Safeguarding issues stjameswestendsafeguarding@gmail.com  07842 244876 
Parish Administration stjameswe@gmail.com  
Previous Pew News http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk/archive.html   

 
What do you think?    The Church Council would like your views. 

 

We have a big church but all the space is taken up with pews.  There is so 
much seating that at Sunday services, weddings, funerals and baptisms 
even with a good-sized congregation the church can often feel empty 
which is a shame.   The back of church often gets very congested between 
services and there isn’t enough room at the front for our Church Alive Bible 
study group or TAIZE services. 
 

So the PCC are considering removing 1 pew each side from the front of 

church and 3 pews each side from the back of church.   This would create a 

really good size space at the back for circulating after services.  It would 

create a less intimidating entrance for those who might be unsure about 

entering the church and would give more space for leaflets and 

information.  A bigger welcome area would be useful for fayres and events 

and could be used for meetings and church groups if the hall isn’t free.  

Tables and chairs could be put out to create a little ‘café too.   With less 

pews available the congregation would sit closer together which improves 

singing and makes the church feel more full.  For well attended services 

(Remembrance/Christingle) chairs from the hall could be set out.  The 

pews could be put along the church walls for additional seating although a 

couple would likely need to be sold.    

The PCC would love to know your views.  Please tell us whether you 
support this or not.  Please speak to Vicky, Linda, the church wardens or 
any PCC members.  
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