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Vicky writes …...
My two younger children will be starting secondary school in
September, and they have just had a transition day. There was a
welcome assembly, a tour of the school, a science lesson and some
‘getting to know each other’ time in the tutor group they will be in.
They were surprisingly nervous about the day but came home full of
news about the new friends they have made and the school clubs they can join. They were
especially excited to discover that they can choose to buy whatever food they want from the
school cafeteria. I’m hoping that by September they will be making healthier choices than
popcorn followed by chocolate brownie! But it was their first day there…
We are entering a new phase in our family life and I’m going to have to allow them to be more
independent and trust they will make sensible choices. I can’t help feeling rather sad that primary
school is over, and my little girls are not so little anymore. But it’s lovely to have more grown up
conversations with them and as they get more independent, I might even get time to read a book
or two!
We all enter new phases of our lives, and our focuses and priorities need to change and adapt.
This is what it means to be human. The seasons change, we get older, and our circumstances and
relationships change too. Each experience and phase, whether it’s happy or difficult, offers us a
chance to grow and develop as people. And each phase means we will have different gifts and
experiences to offer. As a priest with a family at home, my mind is filled with issues of growth,
change, dependency, busyness and hair accessories! This is who I am at this stage in my life and
to try and offer something else wouldn’t be authentic.
The priest and author Rosemary Lain-Priestly writes that our calling in life, from the very
beginning to the very end, is to be as fully as possible our unique selves. I’m very struck by this
phrase. We are each unique. The only person in our particular circumstances with the experiences
and character we have. So no one else can be or offer what we can to the world at each stage of
our lives. We are each significant and when we fail to embrace our potential or try to be someone
else, then the world is poorer without the light we would otherwise bring.
Our lives evolve. Our circumstances, relationships, friends, and activities all change over the years,
but each day is still as significant, real and sacred as all the other ones, no matter which phase of
our life it is in. And whatever stage we are at we must accept it and embrace it and seek to live it
to its fullness, to be as fully as possible our unique selves in it.
I wish you a wonderful, restful summer.
Vicky

What’s going on at St James Church?
Church Service and diary dates for July

Sunday 3rd – Thomas the Apostle
9.30am Sung Eucharist with children’s groups
11am
Church Alive All Age Communion
12-2.30pm HOPE BBQ
6.30pm Sung Evensong
Monday 4th

8pm -9pm Quiet Space

Tuesday 5th

10am Meeting about Children’s and School’s work in the hall
11am Holy Habit’s course in the church hall
2.30pm -3.30pm Quiet Space

Wednesday 6th

9.15am -10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall)
10.30am Sung Eucharist
2.30pm -3.30pm Quiet Space

Friday 8th

9.30am -10.30am Quiet Space
10:30am – 12 noon Community Coffee Morning in the church hall

Saturday 9th

1.00pm Wedding

th

Sunday 10 – Sea Sunday
9.30am Sung Eucharist with children’s groups
11. 00am Church Alive All Age Informal service
4pm -5pm Welcome Tea in the hall for those new to the church
5.30pm – 7pm IGNITE Youth Group
Monday 11th
Wednesday 13

2.30pm Dawson Lodge – Holy Communion
th

Thursday 14th

9.15am -10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall)
10.30am Sung Eucharist
1.00pm Churches Together

th

Sunday 17 – Trinity 5

Tuesday 19th
Wednesday 20

9.30am Sung Eucharist with children’s groups
11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service
3pm Holy Baptisms
6.30pm Sung Evensong
11am Holy Habit’s course in the church hall

th

9.15-10.30am Stay n Play (Church Hall)
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am Sunnycroft Communion
7.30pm PCC

Sunday 24th- James the Apostle
9.30am Festival Eucharist (Livestreamed) with children’s groups
11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service
6.30pm Taizé
Monday 25th -

HEWEB Bible Holiday Club starts and runs all week (see advert)
2.30pm Dawson Lodge – Songs of Praise

Wednesday 27th

10.30am Sung Eucharist
2pm Oaklands Service

Thursday 28th

11am Prayer Time in the Lady Chapel

Saturday 30th

1pm Wedding

Sunday 31st Trinity 7

9.30am Sung Eucharist
11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service
3pm Holy Baptisms

Church services and diary dates for August
Wednesday 3rd

10.30am Sung Eucharist

Friday 5th

11am Lincoln Court Communion

Saturday 6th

12pm Renewal of Wedding vows
3pm Wedding

Sunday 7th – Trinity 8

Monday 8th
Wednesday 10
Friday 12

9.30am Sung Eucharist
11.00am Church Alive All Age Communion
6.30pm Sung Evensong
2.30pm Dawson Lodge Holy Communion

th

th

Sunday 14th – Trinity 9

10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am – 12 noon Community Coffee Morning in the hall

9.30am Sung Eucharist
11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service
3pm Holy Baptisms

Wednesday 17th

10.30am Sung Eucharist

Thursday 18th

12pm Wedding

Sunday 21st – Trinity 10

9.30am Sung Eucharist
11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service
3pm Holy Baptism
6.30pm Sung Evensong

Monday 22nd

2.30pm Dawson Lodge – Songs of Praise

Wednesday 24th

10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am Sunnycroft Communion
2pm -3pm Oaklands Service

Thursday 25th

11am Prayer Time in the Lady Chapel

Sunday 28th Trinity 11

Wednesday 31st

9.30am Sung Eucharist
11am Church Alive All Age Informal Service
6.30pm Taizé
10.30am Sung Eucharist

Weekly Events:
Open Church - The church is open to visit on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9am to 3pm and
on Wednesdays 11.30am to 3pm.
Morning Prayer is said in Church on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 9am.
Choir Practice is in Church on Tuesdays 8pm-9pm. For more information contact our Choir
Director, Chris Fay, on stjameswe.music@gmail.com
Stay and Play – Wednesdays 9.15am-10.30am in term time in the church hall. For preschool toddlers and babies and their parents/carers. Cost £1.50 per session and includes an individual
snack.

Monthly Events:

1st Saturday Children’s Activity Morning - From 10am to 11.30am in church. A short interactive
talk, crafts and refreshments for children of all ages. For more info and to book to attend please
contact Jan j.barrett77@btinternet.com or 07519 759269. There is no activity morning in August.
2nd Friday Community Coffee Morning - 10.30am to 12 noon in the church hall. All welcome.
2nd Sunday Ignite Youth Group - 5.30pm – 7pm at the Church. For ages 11 to 15. If you would
like to join, please contact Vicky at stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com. There is no session in August
Last Thursday of the month Prayer Time - Join for a time of prayer for the needs of the world,
local community and individuals from 11am to 11.45am in the Lady Chapel in church.

Notices and News
There are no children’s groups in the 9.30am service during the school holidays. Back in Sept.
Growing in Faith course. All welcome to this discipleship course thinking about what it means
to follow Jesus. Tuesdays 5th and 19th July at 11am in the church hall and for 6 weeks from 6th
September.
New to St James? If you've joined us in the last year or so you are warmly invited to tea and
cake in the church hall on Sunday 10th July from 4pm to 5pm. This social event is a chance to get
to know others at the church and to find out a bit more about what goes on and who does
what.
Food Bank - donations for the Food Bank can be left in the basket at the back of church.

Contact Details:
Vicar: Rev’d Vicky Maunder stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com or 07762673350 or 023 8114 1192.
Associate Priest: Rev’d Linda Galvin rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com or 07934 419302
See our website www.stjameswestend.org.uk for more information about church life.
Are you in need of space to hold Talks, Quizzes, Children’s Parties?
Our Church Hall is an excellent space with a fully equipped kitchen. With seating for up to
80 people comfortably and lower prices for regular users and registered charities. Why not
come along and have a look?
For more details please contact stjameswe.churchhall@gmail.com or phone 07519 759269

A note from the Church Wardens
Your churchwardens (and Vicky) went to Romsey Abbey on 7th June for the
Archdeacon's Visitation, and we solemnly and sincerely swore that we would faithfully and
diligently perform the duties of our roles, and do our best, with the help of God, in our
personal lives. It was a very nice occasion on a sunny evening, with lots of
churchwardens and supporting clergy there, and it was also good to have a short chat with
our former Vicar, Rev. Thomas Wharton, who led the prayers for the service. The
homemade biscuits were very good, too!
There is a small group looking at ways in which we can become an Eco-church, and we
have made some small steps in the right direction. If anyone would like to join our group,
which meets occasionally and makes progress behind
the scenes, please let Diana know. We could do
with people to look at Land and how we use it, and
Lifestyle (i.e. recommendations for ourselves
personally).
We are attempting to change the church noticeboard
on West End Road, and a generous donor has given
funds to make this possible. A local signage firm was
unable to provide what we had in mind, so we are now
in touch with a specialist church noticeboard company
in Cheshire, but they have put everything on hold as
they have Covid...we'll get there eventually!
Scott and Diana

Quiet Spaces
We are all facing the challenges of life at the moment...perhaps you long for some time
away from stress and anxiety? Do you feel God calling you to spend some time with him
in stillness in the company of a small group from our church community? Perhaps Quiet
Spaces might be for you?
We meet about 3 times each school term and new members are always welcome. We
have recently started a group that will be meeting in half terms and school holidays.
Bookings are made when the days and times are circulated to members.
Each meeting we share prayer, a time of stillness and we discuss our reflections on the
theme for the month which aims to bring God's presence into our
everyday lives. If this is something you are feeling called to explore
in more detail, please contact Brenda Holden tel. 02380
474826 email bmholden84@gmail.com

Meet our new Music Leaders
Chris Fay - was born and educated in Portsmouth, where he joined his local church choir at
the age of 8. Whilst at Portsmouth Grammar School, be commenced organ lessons and
progressed to read Music at Bristol University. After graduation, Chris took the one year
teaching certificate at what was then King Alfred’s College Winchester, and soon found his first
Job as a music teacher at King Edward VI School in Southampton (where his boss was Martin
Hall, a previous organist at St James’). After 11 years, Chris was appointed Director of Music at
Bishop Wordsworth’s School in Salisbury, where he stayed until 2020, taking early retirement.
During this time, Chris was Organist and Choirmaster at St Philip’s Church in Cosham,
St Matthew’s Otterbourne, and then Highfield Church in Southampton, where he stayed for 19
years, taking the choir on tour to various cathedrals in the UK, and twice to Sweden. During the
course of his work, Chris has played organs in many of the UK’s cathedrals, including York
Minster, Salisbury, Durham and Winchester, as well as further afield, including Notre Dame
Paris and Uppsala Cathedral in Sweden.
Since “retiring” Chris has continued to direct choirs,
including the A Cappella Choir in Salisbury, and he has a
busy week teaching piano and organ in various school in the
area.
Chris’s hobbies include travel, football, Laurel and Hardy and
walking. He is looking forward to the new challenge at St
James’ Church.
“We are always looking for new members, so if you enjoy
singing and would like to make music with a friendly group
of musicians, please get in touch. In the first
instance please email Chris at
stjameswe.music@gmail.com for further details.”
Anita So - Hello, everyone! My name is Anita. I am from Hong Kong. I moved to the UK with
my husband and my daughter in October 2021. I am excited to join the St. James’ big family.
When I was in Hong Kong, I worked as a piano teacher and accompanist. I have had a strong
interest in accompanying since primary school, where I took up the post of accompanist for
morning assemblies and school choirs. I was invited to play at various festive occasions for
school over the years. After graduating from secondary school, I pursued a career in music and
received my LRSM (Piano), LTCL (Piano) and Master of Arts (Music) in Hong Kong.
Other than teaching piano, I have experience in
leading handbells teams at both primary and
secondary levels and running choirs for seniors.
Music is the universal language of human kind. It
has no boundaries over culture, and is a form of
speech which can express emotions better than
words. I look forward to contributing to the Church
Alive service and improving my skillset alongside
the wonderful music team here. Let’s praise God
through music together!

A Jubilee Round Up
What a wonderful time was had by all in the run up to and over the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
weekend. At church we opened out doors to a mini flower festival featuring flowers and wedding
dressing representing the different decades of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth’s reign. A gathering
with the local community at Hatch Grange for fun and games and culminating in the lighting of
the beacon. Meanwhile at Saint James Primary school the children had been busy
creating Puddings fit for a Queen and designing a card to be sent to Buckingham Palace. So here
is a round up of some of those celebrations
Our cover photo shows one of the displays created for the Mini Flower Festival.
Alongside the floral crown jewels stands two exquisite examples of the wedding
dresses we were loaned for the occasion.
Many of the dresses had been worn by brides married at St
James church and these were complimented by photographs,
both old and more recently, of the nuptials celebrated in the
church.
The flower displays themselves were both profuse and extravagant as befits a
wedding, some also picked up the red, white and blues of the Union Jack flag

Some, however, represented the traditional bridal bouquet
and even the refreshment tables were decorated to
perfection with their tea cup arrangements.

The church was also decorated with bunting that was made
out of cards designed by the children of Saint James Primary school.
A competition had been held to design a card
that would be sent to Buckingham Palace
congratulating Her Majesty on her 70 year
reign. The winner was James with his striking
design of a shield and
runner up Elise’s sparkly
gold leaf. Here is James
preparing to put his card
in the post to the Queen!

Earlier the children had school had been displaying their culinary skills in creating a Pudding fit
for the Queen.
Amongst the many delicious recipes were Royal
Red Velvet Cake, Commonwealth Pudding and The
Queen’s Corgi Cake.
However the winner was Coco with her Elizabeth
Sponge, featuring juniper berry decorations and
with a hint of gin flavouring… apparently the Queen
like a little tipple of gin from time to time! Or that’s
what Coco’s research discovered.
A feast of another kind was the culmination of the
Jubilee weekend as the people of West End came
together to for a picnic in the park.
Hatch Grange played host to the local community
who enjoyed games, races and music.

St James Church was in charge of feeding (not quite the 5,000), but our team
worked incredibly hard, and we did sell all of our burgers and sausages as
well as supply a Royal Pimms to several
hundred customers.
There was also a chance to have a go on the
human fruit machine to win a prize, and even
the Council’s chair decided to try her luck

Finally our choir helped to lead the community
singing, including a special song written for the
Jubilee.

How you can make a Lasting Gift to our Church
Many people give regularly to the mission and ministry of the parish. We are
stewards of everything we own, not just our income and gifts in wills are a
natural part of that giving. They are a valuable and lasting way to invigorate
the life of St James’ and transform its future.
We welcome all gifts in wills, however large or small, and we promise to use your gift to make a
difference in our parish.
To request a free information pack, please visit www.churchlegacy.org.uk
You can also speak to the Treasurer, David Forster in confidence about gifts in wills. Please ei-

ther talk to him at church or contact him by email:

www.churchlegacy.org.uk

HOPE Treasure Hunt
What a fabulous way to spend a morning in and around West End
Village, following clues and questions on the HOPE Treasure Hunt.
In aid of HOPE charities, many people turned out to pick up their
copies of the treasure hunt from the ‘quizmasters’ Christine and
Steve Johnson.
Once the teams were registered, we left in staggered starts, so as
not to cheat, and made our way around the village on a simple
walking route, solving a variety of questions. A house where a
Quizmasters Christine and Steve
wizard lives, one with a connection to beer and even close
inspection of the Chinese takeaway menu left us searching for clues within our allocated time. It’s
amazing what things you don’t even notice existed before until you take a closer look! We were
also asked to collect some items along the way in the hopes of boosting our score.
With the added risk of a time penalty, we had to ensure we kept
moving to follow the course, making our way back up the hill to
the Church. Even some things in our own Churchyard made us
look and look again before handing our completed sheet in to be
marked.
Congratulations to all the teams that took part and the winning
team “Awesome Alexanders” who claimed their sweet treats as
their prize. It will be worth paying more attention when enjoying a
walk around West End, looking at minute details that will open our
eyes to the world around us, particularly if this becomes a regular
event in the St James’ Church calendar!

Max and Granddad check for clues!

If you missed out or are interested in having a go yourself,
there are copies of the HOPE Treasure Hunt still available so
you can take part at your leisure. Please contact Christine
Johnson on 07762171954 who will be happy to send a copy to
you, in return for a £3 donation towards HOPE charities.
Kate Badcock

Winners ‘Awesome Alexanders spy out
some more answers!

Welcome Tea
Are you fairly new to St James?
I am sure we know who you are, but do you know who we are?
This is a chance for everyone to get to know each other a little
better in an informal social gathering; and of course there will be tea and cake!

Join us on Sunday 10th July between 4pm and 5pm

We look forward to welcoming you again

AN INVITATION
to St James’
Community Coffee Morning
we look forward to welcoming you

Community Café
Where?

St James’ Church Hall

Who For? Anyone who wishes to pop in.
No need to book just come along on your
own or with others
When? The ‘second’ Friday of each
month anytime between 10:30am-12
noon
Come and take the opportunity for a cup of coffee or tea, plus biscuits or cake and friendly
chat in these early months of the year as we await brighter days and signs of spring.
As warmer mornings arrive and the weather allows there will be the option of resting awhile at
tables and chairs outside in the beautiful churchyard when the trees will be in blossom
Covid prevention measures regarding ventilation etc. will be in place as per recommendations
For further information: email stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com or stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com

Offering Spiritual Care in Later Life

Carol Kidd is Anna Chaplain for Harefield & West End
carolkiddannachaplain@gmail.com
07842244876
Carol offers a listening ear to, and shares time with, older persons especially the isolated
and the lonely, and if needed their families and carers in order to also support them by
signposting to other help that may be available.
Initial contact can be made by phone or email and this can be followed by further phone
contact or if preferred may include a home visit in your own home, in a Care Home or
arrangement can be made to meet at St James’ Church.
Anna Chaplains are trained in offering spiritual support to
older people by the Anna Chaplaincy team at BRF - a UK registered Christian charity.
Carol works as our Anna Chaplain in a voluntary capacity
and has experience of working in the NHS, in pastoral care
and in church ministry as one of St James’ Licensed Lay
Ministers.
Harefield & West End Anna Chaplaincy
is affiliated to Anna Chaplaincy for Older People
and is part of the Bible Reading Fellowship [BRF]

a Registered Charity [233280]

Harefield and West End

The Giver of Stars by Jo Jo Moyes
This is a book which has its basis in fact and it centres around five women living in the
mountains of Kentucky. Alice from England is married to Bennet van Cleve and finds her new
life is not quite what she expected. She meets Margery O’Hare a woman who wants to give
the poor the opportunity to read and enjoy books, by journeying up into the mountains and
providing material to those who can’t come into town. Alice joins her, along with three others
until events conspire to bring the venture to an end. The variety of characters gradually come
together adding different dimensions to a very interesting and enjoyable story.
This is a great read and I thoroughly enjoyed it , in fact Jo Jo Moyes is really worth reading
and I actually recommended her to my granddaughter . She has read one part of a trilogy and
wants to continue with the all of the story so I rest my case.
‘I have read ‘Still Me’, which is the last in a Trilogy by
Jojo Moyes. My Grandma gave me this to read and I
was really hooked. Because she gave me the last one,
accidently, I now have to read the trilogy backwards
but if the others are as good as this last one then I am
sure I will enjoy them, even though I know how it all
ends!’
Poppy Badcock (granddaughter)

Thankyou to Ann Fordham who submitted our ‘Book Club’ review this month. Please send in
your reviews to stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to share the likes, dislikes
and recommendations of books, fiction or non-fiction.

On growing up
(and Southampton Airport Parkway)
My daughter, Pollyanna, has just changed jobs, moved from London, and bought a car. On
driving past Southampton Airport Parkway at the weekend, I suddenly realised that the last time
I’d met Pollyanna on the train from London was the last time I would meet her on that station
platform, with all its wonderful memories of happy home-comings.
It made me think of a piece written by my mother, discovered shortly after her death.
On Growing Up - by Barbara Bearman
They visit less often because they are busy, and it is right they should be. But they phone.
Before the garden was overgrown, when they were young, the football would not have stayed
almost hidden here. I don’t want to touch it - the last time it was touched it was by the feet of a
small boy.
Had I known it was the last time, it would have saddened the day.
I didn’t know the last time I fastened a ribbon in her hair and took her to a child’s party, that it was
the last time.
It is as well.
Did I say, “No, not now,” the last time I was asked to play a game or knock a tennis ball in the
garden. If I did, it was only that there was tea to get, baths to run, school clothes to be seen to.
Was I never asked again? I hope I was, that the last time I was needed, I said “Yes”.
Then, there was not enough time. Now there is, just not the energy. So, the garden is overgrown.
How many other childhood treasures lie hidden?
When was the last time the little paths were used for chase, or hide and seek, and when did she
last take a book to her favourite hidden part of the garden?
I don’t remember the last time I read The Enchanted Wood. Did we stop mid-book, or was it
finished? I hope they remember that I did read it.
How long ago were those protected buttercup and dandelamb days, when a jug of lemonade and
Christopher Robin could soothe problems …
I’m thrilled about Pollyanna’s new job, new house, new car. She’s wonderful at phoning, and I
know will come home just as often as when living in London. But it will be different. There’ll be
no watching the kitchen clock until it says time to leave for the station. No standing on the
platform, watching, waiting for the train to come in. No
excited scanning across the stream of passengers crossing
the footbridge, until I spot her, and she sees me. Then, the
wave. And that longed-for hug.
I’m glad I didn’t know it was the last time.

Caroline Wigley

Church Together in
Hedge End, West End and Botley
are connected together
for the good of our community
Christ’s vision for individuals and communities
Jane Castle, chair of Churches Together reflects on the faith of Queen Elizabeth II
Looking through many books written to celebrate the statewoman Queen Elizabeth II, the title ‘The
Queen’s Way,’ caught my eye … it centres of the 70 years of Christmas messages relayed to the
nation, commonwealth and world. We find these quotes He is ‘the bedrock of my faith’ (2014), ‘an inspiration and an anchor in my life’ (2014), and ‘the
compelling example’ (1978). ‘The teachings of Christ have served as my inner light’ (2020).They show
her ‘bedrock.’ The biblical resonances with these words are not hard to find. The God who is a rock
(1 Samuel 2:2), ‘this hope that we have as an anchor’ (Hebrews 6:19), the Christ who we are to imitate
(Ephesians 5:1-2), the Son who is the light of the world (John 1:4). But there is a certain originality in
the language. ‘Rock’ may be a common metaphor for Christ, but ‘bedrock’ isn’t. ‘Anchor’ in Hebrews
refers to the good news as a whole but the Queen applies it to Jesus himself. Christ as our ‘example’
may be a well-worn concept, but the adjective ‘compelling’ suggests an intensity of personal
engagement. Good teaching as a ‘light’ is a familiar idea (Psalm 119:105), but ‘my inner light’ points
to an intimacy with Christ, to an experience of his indwelling, reminiscent of both of Christ’s words
‘You are in me, and I am in you’ (John 14:20) and of the Spirit who is in Christ’s followers (John 4:14)
who guides and encourages (John 14:26). Jesus is no mere idea, not a remote figure in another
dimension of reality but a person she relates to.
Furthermore, there is a richness of imagination in her writing. Here’s the poetic picture she paints of
Bethlehem in 1954: ‘Life in such a place might have been uneventful. But the Light, kindled in
Bethlehem and then streaming from the cottage window in Nazareth, has illumined the world for two
thousand years. It is in the glow of that bright beam that I wish you all a blessed Christmas and a
happy New Year!’ The beam is ‘bright’ and the faith she commends is ‘joyful’ (2013).
She sees in Christ not only a teacher who ‘revealed to us the truth in his teaching’, but someone who
‘lived by what he believed and gave us the strength to do the same.’ His actions match his words and
‘on the cross, he showed the supreme example of physical and moral courage’ (1981). The occasion
for the Queen’s address may be Christmas, but the reason for celebrating Jesus’ birth is the
significance of his life and death. As she put it, ‘That sacrifice was the dawn of Christianity, and this is
why at Christmas time we are inspired by the example of Christ as we celebrate his birth’ (1981).

‘Christ taught love and charity and that we should show humanity and compassion at all times and in
all situations.’ Faith in him should lead to works for him, works that have a particular selfless character. Christ as servant lies at the heart of it all: ‘This is the time of year when we remember that God
sent his only son “to serve, not to be served”. He restored love and service to the centre of our lives
in the person of Jesus Christ.’ (2012)
Serving is the fountain from which all else flows. It is the very posture of her life, and it derives from
her understanding not only of Jesus’ own character but of his mission – Christ is seeking to form
people who are selfless, other-oriented, servant-hearted – whatever their status, job, or role. ‘I
declare before you all that my whole life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your
service.’ That’s the promise she made to the nation and Commonwealth on her 21st birthday.
Seventy-four years later she returned to that theme in her short Platinum Jubilee letter, opening her
final paragraph with these words: ‘And so, as I look forward to continuing to serve you with all my
heart[…]’ And then she ended the letter with the most concise of self-descriptions: ‘Your Servant,
Elizabeth R.’
Copies of the book can be found in our library

Becoming an Eco-Church
A small subgroup of the PCC is investigating the five areas of action that will enable us to
become an eco-church. We already have a bug hotel and a wildflower area in the church
grounds, and were recycling paper and using Fairtrade products for our refreshments; and we
have already made some 'quick wins' in changing to recycled and more sustainable products
e.g. recycled toilet rolls. Changing to more sustainable flower arranging tools, e.g. sustainable
'Oasis' is also under investigation. Our clergy do actively encourage the congregation to look
after our planet in any way possible, and our worship reflects this- we recently sang the beautiful hymn 'Touch the world lightly'.
What we still need to find out what the church's carbon footprint is, so that we can try to
lessen our impact, and, although there are organisations and websites that will help with an
individual's footprint, it is more difficult for a church.
If you are interested in helping us with this project then let Diana, our
churchwarden know

As the world becomes more and more environmentally conscious, it may be a bit incongruous to
put these two articles together on the same page. You may be wondering if using artificial grass
is an environmentally friendly option, as it is not naturally grown. However, many types of
artificial grass now come with improved production and manufacturing processes that makes it
environmentally friendly. Moreover, most manufacturers are beginning to put policies in place
that ensure that they make environmentally safe installations available. Besides, high-quality
artificial grass products are made from recycled matter. Plus, it offers an excellent option for dry
areas where water conservation is essential.

Play Area
We are very grateful to Love It Lawns of Hedge End (https://www.loveitlawns.co.uk/) for donating some offcuts of artificial grass to upgrade the area outside the hall fire exit for a better play
area which is mainly used by Play and Stay. I think that you’ll agree that it’s a great improvement.
Thanks also to Craig Owton for helping me to cut and lay it.

Noel Becket

Before

After

Life At St James
Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890,
this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was
happening at St James’ church set in the context of the
world around it. Maybe this will stir some memories of
your own. Please do share them at
stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com
125 years ago (1897) – ‘The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Loyal “Jubilee” Lodge, Manchester Unity of
Oddfellows, was held in the Lodge-room when there was a goodly attendance and the business
throughout being of a most satisfactory nature’. With a small sum of £10 15s 8d for sickness
payments, and expenses being equally small, the funds of the Lodge amounted to £200. 10s 8d. The
membership had increased by one and three new members were to be initiated in August. Trying to
find out a bit more about what the Manchester Unity of Oddfellows was all about, it’s origins appear
swathed in mystery. However in the 19th century what had been laid as the foundations of a united
society, had grown into a gigantic institution numbering 900,000 adult males. But does anyone know
what they actually did?

100 years ago (1922) – Reverend Rowland Dawson was setting out how the new Common Mission
Fund might be funded. Apparently some people had recently received 1s off of the Income Tax
which ‘does surely make them financially better, and could not a tenth of that increase be given to
God’s work?’ However, ’the tragedy of the Relieving Officer was a shock to all of us.’ It transpired
that his accounts were out to the tune of over £500. Whilst there was no suggestion of wrongdoing,
it did appear the ratepayers were going to have to cover the loss following a Government audit.
Perhaps they couldn’t afford that penny ha’penny after all!

75 years ago (1947) – The vicar, Ivor Machin, turned over the magazine to a report from the
recent conference for Young People who met in West End for a one-day training in “Christian
Citizenship”. Nearly 40 young people attended with representatives from Nigeria, the Methodists,
Baptists and Roman Catholics as well as the Anglicans. In respect of Christianity and the State, on the
whole they did not like the fact that Bishops are appointed by the Prime Minister, that Christian
principles should be followed and that we should be free from dictation.
When thinking about why they went to church, some go through force of habit, others a sense of
duty, but the best reason was that they enjoy going. They discussed a perceived gulf between
Church and ordinary people and thought that it was caused by the sanctimonious attitude of churchgoers; ‘boring’ set prayers; the ‘cliqueyness’ of congregations and lack of welcome. These things
could be bridged by more and better religious instruction in Schools; the Church sponsoring social
activities, more home visiting and using the church more on weekdays.
They felt that ‘Christians are too passive: they ignore evil, they don’t fight it. Far too many are
concerned only with their own soul and with anyone else’s.’ Apparently they felt that women could
help a lot, ‘to set the moral and religious example because men pander to them so much’.

50 years ago (1972) – There was a lot of thoughts about being on holiday at this time and what it
meant to take a holiday or more accurately a ‘holy-day’. However, I return to the previous vicar who
said that ‘the experience of worship away from home can often make or mar a holiday’, and urged
people not to try and take a holiday from God but to ‘enter into the worship of the church at your
holiday centre with the same zest and sincerity that you display here at home’.
10 years ago (2012) - A spectacular sight was planned to celebrate the 175th anniversary of P & O
Cruises, when all seven ships would be in their home port of Southampton. Arcadia, Aurora, Ocean,
Ventura, Arcadia, Azura and Orianna would sail in processions along Southampton Water and out
into the Solent. There they were to salute each other before sailing on to open water. I wonder… was
Captain Becket piloting any of them?

Children and Young People at St James
June has been a busy and joyful month here at St James.
The month started with our Saturday activity morning
and this month our theme was the Jubilee, we had a
great morning decorating crowns and bunting then we
moved on to our main focus which was the lyrics to the
hymn Jerusalem and how the Queen and many others
have followed in faith.
Lyn had a great idea, using old boots and shoes we filled them
with oasis and flowers as we thought about following in the
footsteps of many. We put our creations outside under the
Welcome tree where the lyrics of the hymn are displayed, they
looked beautiful.
In Pathfinders and Church Alive we have planted up some
growbags with plants and seeds as we thought about growing
in faith, the plants have grown well and there are some juicy strawberries ripening nicely. We
have also celebrated Pentecost by making
windsocks, which were decorated with flames and
red, orange and yellow streamers, and flew them
outside.
To celebrate Trinity we used just three ingredients to
make something good to eat. It has been wonderful
to welcome so many children to our sessions.
Our Ignite Youth group also met in June and we had great fun in the garden of the vicarage
playing games and our focus was the journey we are all taking on the road of faith following
the example of the Queen. We made a scone mix in the
shape of our feet which was then cooked, once it had
cooled down we used white butter cream, blueberries
and red strawberries to decorate them. Delicious. Thank
you to Lyn and Jill for proving everything to make then
and thank you to Vicky and her family for allowing us to
use their home.
Looking ahead to July, in Pathfinders and Church Alive our focus will be the Gospel of Luke, we
will explore the stories of the Good Samaritan, Mary and Martha, The Lord’s Prayer and being
rich towards God. Our Ignite Youth Group July meeting will have an eco theme. We look
forward to welcoming you to St James church. If you have any questions please contact Jan on
07519759269 or at j.barrett77@btinternet.com.

The St James 200 Club
Have you thought about joining the St James 200 Club?
The monthly draw costs £5 per ticket which entitles you to have
5 numbers in the draw for each ticket. Each month 3 prizes are drawn.
Fun in Fundraising
Up to 45% of the monthly subscriptions are dedicated to prize money,
the remainder raises funds for St James Church. Up to November 2021 the club has raised £2260
For more details please contact Reverend Linda Galvin at rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com

July Tree Trail
Caring for our planet – Eco Friendly
Our focus of our July Tree Trail is thinking about how we can care for our beautiful planet.
Welcome Tree – Oceans
Here we invite you to think about our Oceans, Our Oceans hold almost all of the water on Earth
and are responsible for most of the air (oxygen) that we breathe. They are super habitats full of
amazing wildlife but….. Unfortunately 8 million tons of plastic enters the oceans each year, which
can affect the marine life such as dolphins, whales and fish. How can you help …..?

In the box we invite you to decorate a sea creature and tie it to the tree.
Faith Tree - Save our trees
Forests and trees especially big trees and mature trees have many benefits, they are home to
many creatures, and they store carbon, maintain water quality and stabilize the climate.
How can you help……?
In the box we invite you to tie a tree shape to the tree.
Thankyou Tree – Recycle
Two billion people in the world don’t have their rubbish collected,
at least a third of the worlds waste is subject to open dumping and burning,
which leads to disease, ill health and death. How can you help …?
Do you know you can twin your bin!
In the box we invite you to decorate a recycling bin and tie it to the tree.
Praise Tree – Save Our Bees
Bees are amazing creatures and they are extremely important, did you know that one out of every
three mouthfuls of the food we eat depends on pollinators such as bees. Bees need our help!
You can help by planting lots of lovely flowers in your garden or balcony
or even on your windowsill.
In the box tie a bee to the tree.
The Worry Tree
10 Ways to help protect our beautiful planet:
1)
Turn off the lights 2) Don’t waste water
3) Reuse 4) Recycle
5) Refuse – plastic straws and bag
6) Borrow books from the library – save the trees
7) Don’t be a litter bug
8) Recharge your batteries
9) Compost food waste
10) Unplug electrical items.
In the box we invite you to tie a ribbon to the tree
to create a rainbow as we ask God to help us care for his creation.

Are you living with domestic abuse? Feeling fearful, scared, hurt, trapped?

Do you know anyone living with domestic abuse?
Abuse is the misuse of power & control.
It is NEVER acceptable, is always wrong.
It is NEVER the victims fault
Affecting persons of any ethnicity, gender or gender identity, sexuality or social status.
Abuse can include physical, psychological, emotional, sexual, or financial harm
Non-judgemental specialist “HELP-LINES”:
•

Provide a chance to talk & give emotional support & practical advice

•

Explore solutions based on individual needs

•

Signpost to a range of services & focus on safety planning & reducing risk

•

Work with you to help build a safer life whatever you situation
“STOP DOMESTIC ABUSE”
Hampshire 0330 016 5112
“YELLOW DOOR” 023 80636313
https://www.safe-services.org.uk/
IN EMERGENCY CALL 999

Are you interested in Photography
I am a member of the Pen and Camera Club of Methodism which is a nation-wide club
formed in 1904 to facilitate the exchange of art and photographic images, for the purpose
of friendly comment and critique by post, and online, among its participants. In the early
days membership was drawn only from the Methodist Church but now the club is open to
all denominations, by paying a nominal subscription. The club has stood the test of time,
from the days when most photographers processed their own work in monochrome,
evolving, through slides and we now do colour and mono printing, and digital - some via
email.
As for most organisations, times have been hard due to Covid, lockdowns and the like, but
the exchange of material has continued. The club is always keen to welcome new members
and would like to extend an invitation to Church members who may wish to participate in a
friendly exchange of their work, art, or photography, perhaps expanding their common
interests. More info about the club can be found on our website
www.penandcamera.org.uk.
If you would like more information please contact
David Badcock 01489 505675

Would you like to join a group of
Litter Picking Heroes in Harefield?
I am planning to start a 'Litter Picking Group' of volunteers to take occasional short walks
along the roads in Harefield and pick up litter as we go. This is an ideal way to indulge in some
gentle exercise and chat!
We are told by the NHS that exercise and socialising are good for both our physical and
mental health! As part of this group we will also be taking action to improve the environment
of our local community! What could be better for health and well-being?
Please contact me to join up....Brenda Holden email: bmholden84@gmail.com Tel. 80474826
I look forward to hearing from you!

Litter Picking heroes needed
Are you frustrated by litter in your local area?
Are you keen to do your bit to tackle it, whilst
getting fresh air and gentle exercise?
SO18 Big Local are looking for local litter picking
heroes that will pledge to do a spot of occasional
litter picking in their own neighbourhood within
the SO18 Big Local area. We can provide you with
a free litter picking stick and
a bag hoop to
use - we can also link you with other like-minded

Teddy Bears Picnic
What fun was had at our Teddy Bear’s picnic on the 2nd July. Children
(and adults) came with their bears and our own James bear helped everyone
to introduce themselves to each other. We then decorated bunting bears
(which are now hanging in the church) before we set off on a bear hunt - we
found some rabbits and racoons as well! Then we all tucked in to a
scrumptious picnic with bear shaped biscuits and crisps. The morning
ended when we listened to a story about Teddy Horsley and the Holy
Spirit before we took our bears home for a well-earned rest!

Criss-cross for July 2022

Kingdom Kids

This resource is taken from rootsontheweb.com and is copyright © ROOTS for Churches Ltd. Reproduced with permission.

Church of England Telephone Line
If you know of someone who doesn't have access to online
services the Church of England have launched a free national
telephone line offering music, prayers and reflections as well as

full services. It is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044. Callers will hear
a special greeting from the Archbishop before being able to choose from a range
of options including hymns, prayers and reflections. Please do let anyone know
who might find this helpful.

WEST END CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT
This group has a Facebook page called "West End Coronavirus Support Group" and
residents can also contact Julie Haylett , the organiser, on 028 8047 0610.
They have also collected shopping and other essentials thanks to the volunteers in the
group who are offering their time to help other in need within their community.
The team are also working with local fish and chip shops in West End on a Wednesday
and have been delivering meals to those who are currently stuck inside.

Solution for June Criss-Cross

Christmas Tree Festival
The festival will return to St James this December. This very popular
event will take place from Friday 9th – Sunday 11th December. We are
in the very early stages of planning so if you would like some further details, or would just like to be kept informed as the plans progress, please
get in touch with Helen Wiseman at hwiseman@hotmail.co.uk or call
07787 511 625.

Advertisements

Dr A Sood
Quality and Caring Dentistry
Botley Road West End Southampton SO30 3HA
Phone 02380465391 Fax 023 80465393
www.qacdentistry.co.uk
We offer a wide range of private dental treatments including:
Dental Hygienist

Dentures

White Filling (mercury free)

Bleaching of teeth
NHS Patients

Sedation

Crown and Bridge Work
Free Car Park

Disabled Access

• Boiler Replacement, Installation,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades
• Central Heating
• Landlord / Homeowner Gas
Safety Certificates
• Power Flushing
• Bathroom Installation &
Refurbishment
• Unvented / Pressurised Cylinders
07854 745949
ryan.p.hudson@gmail.com

Based in Fair Oak

£25

ST JAMES’ CHURCH HALL, WEST END
Available for hire. Seats up to 80 people comfortably.
Talks, Meetings, Quizzes, Children’s Parties .
Lower prices for regular users and registered charities
Use of fully equipped kitchen
Hire rates for 2022
One off letting: £20 per hour
Regular users: £16 per hour
Charities: £8 per hour
Kitchen surcharge: £15 per event (to include dishwasher and ovens)
Other Concessionary Rates may be available, please contact us for details

For all bookings please contact us at stjameswe.churchhall@gmail.com
or by phoning 07519 759269

To advertise in St James’ Church West End
magazine
Contact Carolyn and Scott Langridge on 023
8047 4516 or at Scott_el@hotmail.com.
Rates for 2020 for Businesses
from £50 per year for 1/6 page to £200 per year
for whole page.
We also welcome one-off Community Events
please get in touch to discuss rates.

Directory
Buildings Officer
Mr Noel Becket
noel.becket@gmail.com

Burial Ground Officer
Vacant at present
Please contact the Vicar

PCC Treasurer
Mr David Forster
023 8047 3935

Children’s Society
Mrs Janet Barrett
023 8047 6777

Christian Aid
Mrs Eileen Durkin
023 8046 4773

Parish Administrator
Kate Badcock
stjameswe.office@gmail.com

Church Catering
Jill Marten & Linda Playford
jillmarten@btinternet.com

Churches Together
Mrs Jane Castle
Mrs Hazel Moore

PCC Secretary
Mrs Sue Overell
023 8032 6275

Director of Music

Electoral Roll Officer
Mrs Margaret Baker
023 8047 6163

Sacristan Team
Mr Saji Abrahams
Mr Andrew Brooks

Flower Rota
Mrs Sue Overell
023 8032 6275

Pathfinders & Mustard Seeds
Mrs Sarah Langridge
Mrs Janet Barrett
023 8047 6777

Folk Group
Mr David Forster
023 8047 3935

Hall Manager
Jan Barrett
07519759269

Parish Magazine
Kate Badcock
stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com

Hope Committee
Mrs Fiona Weston
023 8046 5592

Saint James’ School
Mrs Michelle Marsh
023 8090 0995

stjameswe.music@gmail.com
Safeguarding Officer
Mrs Carol Kidd
0784 2244876
stjameswestendsafeguarding@gmail.com

stjameswe.churchhall@gmail.com

We are actively looking for copy for future magazines, so do pass on any articles or stories of
what is happening, good news stories and special memories, to our email address:
stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com
Please do continue to visit our Facebook page and website to see what is happening at
St James’ as we are still very much creating and looking at ways to engage with everyone:
https://www.facebook.com/stjameschurchwestend/ and http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk/
We’d also love to hear from you, so do contact us

Revd Vicky Maunder stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
07762 673350 or 023 8114 1192
Revd Linda Galvin

rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com
07934 419302

Pastoral Team (Carol) stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com
07842 244876

