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Vicky writes é... 
 

 

My younger children had great fun at the childrenõs harvest activity 

morning in October.   The activity was making scarecrows and 

members of the flower team had done a brilliant job of preparing 

the materials.  They included beautiful little details like flowers and 

feathers for the hats and patches for the clothes.  I think the  

parents enjoyed it as much as the children!   

 

We have one of the scarecrows just outside our back door at the vicarage and I have a little 

chuckle every time I see him.  He is a bit soggy now with all the rain we have had, but his 

face is beaming, and his trousers have fallen down!   The scarecrow display in the church 

grounds has been much appreciated and admired too.  West End Preschool visited and 

had great fun discovering them all, as well as the mice and knitted pumpkins in the church.   

A big thank you to the Flower team, Jan and all involved in decorating the church and 

church grounds and doing the tree trail.   

 

Harvest and COP26 has focused our attention on the earth and our need to care for it and 

to share the food it produces, and we pray that COP26 will bring real commitment from 

world leaders to address climate change and we must play our part too. But now  

November brings a more reflective month.  The clocks go back, the evenings get darker, 

and the church enters the final season of the church year, Kingdom season.   Itõs the season 

of remembering, and of pondering the mystery of what lies beyond this earthly life.     

 

At All Saints we remember the well-known names from church history who have gone  

before us in faith.  People like St Peter and St Paul who did their best to let the light of 

Christ shine through their lives.  At All Souls we remember those personally known to us 

who have died and our All Souls service provides a space to name them before God  

together.  They have journeyed on and rest in Godõs nearer presence.  We give thanks for 

the happy times and the memories we treasure and remember Godõs promises of eternal 

life.   

 

At Remembrance Sunday we remember all those who died in 

the world wars and conflicts since, who gave their lives 

fighting for a better world.  Then the seasons ends with Christ 

the King.  We remember that we are part of one great  

kingdom, Godõs kingdom, with those on earth and those in 

heaven and Christ, the servant king, reigns over us all.   

 

This year our celebrations of Christ the King will be  

particularly special as Carol is commissioned as an Anna 

Chaplain at a joint service and our pastoral team are prayed 

for. See page 10 for more details.   

 

Love and prayers, 

          Vicky 



Whatõs going on at St James Church? 
 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 
 

Sunday 7
th
 November ð Third Sunday before Advent 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)  

11am  Church Alive Communion  

6.30pm  Evensong 

  

Wednesday 10
th
 November  10.30am Sung Eucharist  

  

Sunday 14
th
 November - Remembrance Sunday 

9.30am  Said Eucharist (Livestreamed) 

10.50am Remembrance Service at the War Memorial 

6.30pm  Taiz® Service for Peace 

  

Wednesday 17
th
 November  10.30am Sung Eucharist  

  

Sunday 21
st
 November ð Christ the King 

10.30am Celebratory Eucharist with the commissioning of Carol Kidd as an Anna Chaplain 

followed by a simple lunch.   

(Please book to attend this service and the lunch by contacting Jan on 07519 759269 or 

j.barrett77@btinternet.com. There will be no 9.30am or 11am service.)   

6.30pm  Evensong 

  

Wednesday 24
th
 November  10.30am Sung Eucharist 

  

Sunday 28
th
 November ð Advent Sunday 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)  

11am  Church Alive 

6.30pm  Advent Carol Service 

 

To keep people safe during services, we are still social distancing and asking people to wear masks 

in church. Hand sanitiser is available. There is no need to book for services. 

 

Refreshments between Sunday services are being served again 

Pathfinders and Mustard Seeds our younger and older childrenõs groups are meeting again 

during the 9.30am Sunday service for worship and activities.  

Morning Prayer ð 9am on Zoom. Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. For more  

information contact the vicar.  

Open Churchð the church is open Tuesdays to Fridays 9am to 3pm for anyone to visit.   

Youth ð Contact Revõd Linda for more information about our youth meetings. For age 11+ 

mailto:j.barrett77@btinternet.com


A note from the Church Wardens  
 

This space is usually used by Scott and/or Diana to keep you updated 

with information from the Church Wardens. They have asked me, as 

Assistant Warden (buildings), to entertain you with a few snippets this 

monthêê. 

A few years ago, we had scaffolding outside the west front to allow for 

some repairs to the high-level brickwork. When the scaffolders removed the scaffolding, 

they knocked the top off the decorative stonework. After I had drawn their attention to 

it, they mended it. Scroll forward 6 years and the same piece was found lying outside 

the west door (luckily without using any of the congregation as a cushion). 

It became apparent that it had just been stuck on with mastic which then failed over 

time (exacerbated by vibration from all those heavy lorries diverted from the M27 onto 

Church Hill?). The PCC engaged Colin Avery, a local stonemason to repair it. This time, 

he drilled holes and secured it with a stainless-steel dowel. 

Other news ð the church heating has been serviced and I set it weekly for all events 

listed in the church online calendar. The boilers are very industrial, easy to maintain and 

do an excellent job of pumping out heat. We have just started considering how we can 

become an Eco Church and I wonder how our heating system is going to fit in with 

these 21
st
 century requirements? 

The PCC asked me to trial a treatment to deal with the 

cluster flies that can be very unpleasant in the Autumn.   

This as been done, so we hope that the church will feel 

more welcoming without a fly invasion this year. 

                           Noel Becket 


