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’I really like the light as it comes through the trees
and the peace of the New Forest.’
Poppy

Vicky writes….
It’s strictly come dancing time again! My children and I love the
sequins, sparkle and joy of the show as the celebrities discover their
dancing feet (or not as the case may be!). This year for the second
time there will be a same sex pairing. Last year professional dancer
Katya Jones and her partner boxer Nicola Adams took to the floor
until sadly Katya tested positive for coronavirus and they were forced
to leave the show. This year will see the first all-male partnership as
celebrity baker John Whaite has a go at dancing.
We live in a society that is wonderfully diverse and increasingly accepting of difference, helped
by recent changes in law that protect against discrimination and give equal rights to same sex
relationships. My children and their generation have grown up with the understanding that it’s
the quality of love that is shared between people that is important and not the genders or
identity of the people.
As Christians we know that all people are loved by God and made in God’s image, but sadly
the church has not been a place of love and welcome for the LGBTI+ community and we need
to repent of the great damage and hurt that has been done. The church is divided about
matters of sexuality and identity because of different views on how we interpret the Bible. So a
set of resources has been produced to help churches across the country to learn and listen and
pray together as part of discerning a way forward. And next year General Synod, the Church of
England’s governing body, will debate whether same sex marriage should be offered in
churches.

The resources include a 5-week course which we will be running next month on 7th, 14th and
28th October and 4th and 11th November from 7.30pm to 9pm in the church. At each session
we will watch some short videos together which explore different Christian views and teaching
about relationships, marriage and love, and also share stories of people’s lives with great
sensitivity (on the new projector and screen in church!) We are asked to listen in love and faith
and to learn more about the experiences of others. There will be breakout groups when we are
invited to consider what we have learned and our own life experiences.
Alongside this the church has produced six pastoral principles for living well together which we
will be focusing on in sermons and in weekly reflections this month. They are about
acknowledging prejudice, addressing ignorance and creating communities of acceptance and
love where people feel safe to speak out and are not fearful, or trapped by structures and
practices or power inequalities that keep them silenced.
The course and the pastoral principles are an important opportunity to think about what it
means to be a Christian community today and to come to a deeper understanding of the love
of God at work in our own lives and the lives of others. Please do come along. You are very
warmly invited.
Please book your place either through Eventbrite Living in Love and Faith Course Tickets, Thu 7
Oct 2021 at 19:30 | Eventbrite or by calling me (07762673350) or Rev’d Linda (07934419302).
And please pray that as a church, both locally and nationally, we will embrace this opportunity
to grow in love and faith together.
Love and prayers,
Vicky

What’s going on at St James Church?
Church Services in September
Wednesday 1st
10.30am
Eucharist
Sunday 5th – Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
9.30am
Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)
11am
Church Alive Communion in the church grounds*
6.30pm
Evensong
Wednesday 8th
10.30am
Eucharist

Sunday 12th – Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
9.30am
Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)
11am
Church Alive in the church grounds*
6.30pm
Taizé
Wednesday 15th
10.30am
Eucharist
Sunday 19th
9.30am
11am
6.30pm

– Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)
Church Alive in the church grounds*
Evensong

Wednesday 22nd
10.30am
Eucharist
Sunday 26th
9.30am
11am
6.30pm

– Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
Sung Eucharist (Livestreamed)
Church Alive in the church grounds*
Informal Worship

Wednesday 29th – St Michael and All Angels
10.30am
Eucharist
*Our intention is to hold Church Alive outside for as long as the weather is good, but we will go into
church if the weather is inclement.

To keep people safe during services, we are still social distancing and asking people to
wear masks in church. Hand sanitiser is available. There is no need to book for services
now.
Refreshments between Sunday services are being served again from 5th September.
Pathfinders and Mustard Seeds our younger and older children’s groups are meeting
again during the 9.30am Sunday service for worship and activities.
Morning Prayer – 9am on Zoom. Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. For more
information contact the vicar.
Youth – Contact Rev’d Linda for more information about our youth meetings. For age
11+
Open Church– From the week of 5th September the church will be open Tuesdays to
Fridays 9am to 3pm for anyone to visit.

Mustard Seeds and Pathfinders.
St James Children’s church.
On the 5th September we are back on
Sunday Mornings at 9.30am in the church hall
or outside if the weather is kind to us and we can’t wait
to see you all again and hear about your summer adventures.
Our Mustard Seeds will be continuing to follow the
Diddy Disciples Worship and storytelling resource for
our younger children while our older group will enjoy an
adaption of the resource. Our session will start in church for
the first hymn then we leave to enjoy our own worship
before returning into the church to share in
communion or blessing and the last hymn.
We look forward to seeing you
Sarah and Jan

A note from the Church Wardens
Whilst in many ways we are starting to return to what feels like closer to normal we are
regularly reminded that the virus is still present and that globally there is a lack of equity for
those suffering from its impact.
We have been lucky that some good weather has enabled us to make use of the church
grounds to carry out some socially distanced fundraising and community events and it has
been wonderful to see friends that we haven't seen for such a
long time.
We have made the decision to move slowly in changing the
covid safety measures we have in place for our worship and
will continue to monitor things closely as further decisions
are made on how to use our church safely.

Scott & Diana

Macmillan Coffee Morning
You are invited to join us for a coffee morning in aid
of Macmillan on the 25th September
from10 am to 12 noon in the church hall at St James
or outside if the weather is kind to us.
Come and join us for a slices of cake and a coffee,
we look forward to seeing you there.

Quiet Spaces
Quiet Space groups have been meeting in the parish since spring 2018 following a request for
small groups to meet for stillness, prayer, sharing and support. At present we have four
groups which meet approximately 3 times each school term at different times and on different
days of the week to fit in with work and family commitments.
During the pandemic we initially stopped our meetings, but we have recently held our sessions
on Zoom with one group meeting socially-distanced in a member’s conservatory. We plan to
re-start our in-person sessions in the autumn, but if there is a demand we could also have a
group to meet on Zoom.
Would you be interested in finding out more and possibly launching yourself into a Quiet
Space group when we re-start?
Please contact Brenda tel. 80474826 email: bmholden84@gmail.com

A Fruity Reflection
September / October is the time for us to celebrate Harvest. This
reflection is designed to acknowledge our appreciation for the fruits
of the harvest and being thankful to God.
•Take a fruit from your fruit bowl or out of your fridge e.g. an apple, a peach, a pear, a
nectarine, a banana, etc. You could also do this with a vegetable that you have grown or
purchased.
•Find a place where you will not be disturbed for a while….
•Hold the item with both of your hands forming a cup.
•Recognise that this ‘fruit’ is part of God’s creation and is loved by God.
•Spend a few minutes looking carefully at your ‘fruit’ ….. turn it around to see all of the outside.
•Notice the colours, the patterns, the blemishes that may be on the surface…appreciate the
skin on the outside and feel its texture…smell it with your eyes closed and imagine the plant
that it has come from…the place where it was grown…
•Be thankful for those who grew and nurtured that ‘fruit’….for the insects involved in the
pollination and for the gifts of sun, rain and warmth that have allowed it to grow…
•Reflect on the journey that the ‘fruit’ has taken on its journey to you from where it was
grown…what story might it tell you?
•Place the ‘fruit’ on a plate and cut it to expose the inside…notice the colour, texture and
smell…take time to appreciate the design of the ‘fruit’ which bears the seeds…wonder at the
beauty of even the humblest of fruit!
•How would you describe the seeds (If you choose a banana there will
be no seeds)…the outer coat of each seed will protect the embryo plant
inside until it is ready to grow…
•Reflect on the story of what would have happened if this ‘fruit’ had
remained on its parent plant instead of being picked for you to
eat? How would its seed/s have been carried away to start a new life?
•Finish by imagining God holding you in his
looking at you with wonder as his beloved
•What would you like to say to God?

hands like you held the ‘fruit’…
child…

Brenda Holden
Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 3rd October this year

Picture Reflections
The picture on the front cover this month was contributed by Poppy, who says, ’I really like the
light as it comes through the trees and the peace of the New Forest.’
Do you have a picture that you would like to be featured on the front of our magazine?
Perhaps you have a prayers or reflections that you contribute to go with the picture. Send
your pictures to Kate Badcock stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com. It would be fabulous to see
some of your pictures. (Please do not send pictures with people featuring in it unless we can
confirm their express permission to use it)

Scarecrow Making
Calling all children - we are offering a scarecrow making workshop on
Saturday 2nd October 10 am – 12 noon.
Everything will be provided for you to come and make your own scarecrow
ready to celebrate Harvest.
To book a place please contact Jan on 02380476777 or at
j.barrett77@btinternet.com.

Are you living with domestic abuse? Feeling fearful, scared, hurt, trapped?
Do you know anyone living with domestic abuse?
Abuse is the misuse of power & control.
It is NEVER acceptable, is always wrong.
It is NEVER the victims fault
Affecting persons of any ethnicity, gender or gender identity, sexuality or social status.
Abuse can include physical, psychological, emotional, sexual, or financial harm
Non-judgemental specialist “HELP-LINES”:
•

Provide a chance to talk & give emotional support & practical advice

•

Explore solutions based on individual needs

•

Signpost to a range of services & focus on safety planning & reducing risk

•

Work with you to help build a safer life whatever you situation
“STOP DOMESTIC ABUSE”
Hampshire 0330 016 5112
“YELLOW DOOR” 023 80636313
https://www.safe-services.org.uk/
IN EMERGENCY CALL 999

For Such A Time As This….
In November 2021 there will be a UN Climate Summit (COP 26) being held in Glasgow which
will be making recommendations for policies that will promote the well-being of people
throughout the world. Over recent months we have seen in the news how climate change is
already happening as a result of man’s activities.
In July we had Climate Sunday as a theme in our morning services. A discussion group in the
parish has also followed a study course entitled ‘For such a time as this’ produced by USPG
to raise awareness of issues of climate change that are already affecting different parts of the
world.
It was a 6 week course and at the end of each session there was a challenge for us to act….a
small contribution for us to make…you can probably think of others…
• Take steps to reduce the electricity, gas or oil you use in your home. The installation of a free
Smart Meter helps us to understand our energy use.
• Focus on the plastic you use. At least 8 million tons of plastic end up in our oceans each
year. Re-use and recycle plastics wherever possible.
• Look at how much water you use and take simple steps to reduce your water consumption.

• Notice how much you use your car in a week…could some of those journeys be covered by
walking, cycling or public transport?
• Avoid dropping litter…take your litter home or place it in a bin.
• Meat consumption has an impact on the environment - had you thought of having a meatfree day each week? Also, source food as locally as possible.
A prayer from the Christian Conference of Asia:
Creator God, breathing your own life into being,
you gave us the gift of life:
you placed us on this Earth with its minerals and waters,
flowers and fruits, living creatures of grace and beauty.
You gave us the care of the Earth.
Teach us, Creator God of Love,
that the Earth and all its fullness is yours,
the world and all who dwell in it.
Call us yet again to safeguard the gift of life. Amen
Brenda Holden

‘Each little flower that opens’
The glory of God is reflected throughout the year in the seasonal colours of trees, shrubs, herbs,
grasses and flowers. The Bible contains references to many of these delights of nature beginning
with the image of God creating the Garden of Eden, found in the very first verses of the Book of
Genesis and continuing right through the scriptures to the wonderful description in the Book of
Revelation that describes how ‘on each side of the river stands the tree of life, which bears fruit’.
Most of us are very familiar with the hymn ‘All things bright and beautiful’. When we sing that
hymn, we are giving glory to God for the glowing colours of each little flower, the joy of the
beauty of creation found in every season of the year.

For Christians flowers are symbols of creativity and beauty representing God’s care and comfort.
In churches flowers especially feature at Easter. After a time of bareness, with no floral
decorations during Lent, the building is filled with colourful displays to glorify God giving thanks
for the resurrection of Jesus, the hope of forgiveness, the promise of salvation and new
beginnings even to eternity.
At St James’ the floral arrangements that have been placed within the churchyard have played an
important part in bringing brightness during the difficulties and sadness of the pandemic.
Flowers festoon churches for weddings; and are placed in memory of loved ones at funerals and
in graveyards and are significant in the celebrations of all five of the world’s major religions.

One of the greatest reminders of the wonders of God’s love for all creation comes, for me, when
I visit a garden and take time to look and truly see the beauty of each little flower that opens.
In all seasons of the year, whether large or small, set out in meticulous order or allowed to grow
wild, gardens are invariably places of peace and tranquility providing opportunity to wonder at
the intricate designs of nature. Spending time with the myriad shapes, shades and scents can
provide a spiritual boost by reducing stress, releasing tensions and enhancing well-being and joy.

Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane and from time immemorial gardens have proved to be
prayerful spaces where God’s presence can be encountered.
When we open our eyes and our hearts to the wonder of nature in all its fullness then we can find
time for meaningful contemplation and reflection.

Locally we are lucky to have public open spaces such as Hatch Grange, once a garden to the
house from which it bears its name, plus not too far away are the gardens of National Trust
properties and a little further afield Wisley, Kew, Exbury and Abbotsbury to name but a few; not
forgetting arboretums, water and sculpture gardens, and also simple and truly magnificent
private gardens that welcome visitors in aid of charity.
I hope that these images from my collection will bring at least a little of the sense of uplift, joy
and peace that I found through walking in gardens amongst God’s colourful palette of creation.
11

God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear
fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation:
plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their
kinds. And God saw that it was good.’ [Genesis 1:11-12 NIV]

Carol Kidd LLM

The September Tree Trail
We feel very privileged to be able to offer a tree trail based on a book called
The Survivor Tree which was written by Cheryl Somers Aubin and is inspired
by a true story that takes the reader on a journey of hope and healing
following the events of September 11, 2001. The author has very kindly
given us permission to use the book in our tree trail.
We also are able to enjoy the talents of our flower team who have joined us
in preparing our tree trail. We look forward to seeing their ideas and creations, thank you
flower team.
We hope you enjoy visiting the trail and engaging with the ideas there.
The book tells the story of a tree that had lived in the World Trade Center Plaza for 20 years until
it was covered in debris when everything around her collapsed. The tree lay under the smoking
rubble for a month until some workers at the site saw a few green leaves.
The Welcome Tree
At the Welcome Tree we think about welcome and healing. The Parks Department nursery
welcomed the tree and set about looking after it and helping it heal; we invite you to make a
‘Jesus heals heart’ to tie to the tree or take home and you can also make a welcome smiley
face to tie to the tree.
The Faith Tree
Richie Cabo, the nursery manager, had faith in the trees survival, he nurtured and fed the tree
with fertilizer and his faith was proven when he saw the green buds in the spring. We are
called to have faith in God, how can we grow our faith? Here you are invited to write your ideas
on the flowers and tie them to the tree.
The Thank You Tree
Our world has been through difficult times, and in difficult times we gain strength from the
people and things around us. Who would you like to say thank you to for being there when
you needed help and support? We invite you to tie a leaf to the tree.
The Praise Tree
The tree survived and was welcomed home to the Plaza, the tree bought hope to the people
of New York. The area was coming back to life again. We invite you to decorate a DVD with
butterfly stickers, a symbol of new life, and words praising God for the new life promised to his
people.
The Worry Tree
It is natural to worry about the future after difficult times in our lives, but we can share our
worries with God and he will help us through. We invite you to tie pink, white or green ribbon
to the tree as you share your worry with God, the ribbons represent the blossom and new life
the tree shows each spring time. All the resources you need are available in the
boxes below the trees. We are truly grateful to Cheryl for allowing us to use her
book, she has asked if we could send photos to her, if you take photos of your
visit to the trail please could you send them to me so that I can forward them on,
please can I suggest that you send only the back view of children.
J.barrett77@btinternet.com

Thank you also to Sue Fitch for letting us borrow her copy of the book.

The Survivor Tree,
World Trade Center
Plaza, New York

We are so pleased to be able to offer a regular “Wiggle and Stretch” one hour
session @Stay and Play on Wednesday mornings. We will be starting up again on
Wednesday 8th September.
During Covid I am very aware that little ones and grown ups have really missed
socialising and mixing with one another and this is a lovely opportunity for
pre-school children to make new friends. Do come and join in the fun with us!
During September I will be in France so the lovely Lyn Playford and Rachel Owton will
lead our great team! Penny

Life At St James
Recalling events and activities over the years since 1890,
this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was
happening at St James’ church set in the context of the
world around it. Maybe this will stir some
memories of your own. Please do share them at
stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com
125 years ago (1896) – The museum artifacts were gathering apace with samples coming in from
Messrs Fry & Sons (cocoa products), Spence Bros (alum crystal), Siemens Bros. (gutta percha and
specimens of submarine cables), Brown & Polson (cornflower), Val de Travers (asphalte) and
Union Steam Ship Company (a large map of Africa, brought up to date). Slightly more alarming were
numerous specimens of Asbestos. However it was contributions from the school children that were
more precious including from ‘Fred Roper a collection of old coins, Japanese paper money, a
decorated shell, and a soapstone plate; from James Bignell, five coins ; Harry Archbold, fossil fish and
coins; Ben Webbe, tokens and coins; George Elliott, American Independence
tokens; Lillian Rooke, Spanish coins; George Wiltshire, Copper ore, coins, and Chinese cup; Charles
Bennett, Brazillian coins and tokens; Rose Gardiner, alabaster and shells; Mary Roper, Chinese money;
and soapstone plate and saucer. Numerous coins have also been given by George Rapley, James
Fray, Garnet Dorey, Lottie Sherlocke, Lilly Stout, Edith Rapley, Annie Razey, and Mabel.Jacobs’. It also
gives a good insight into what young people were collecting back then.
100 years ago (1921) – Amazingly it wasn’t until September of this year that the ‘official‘ end of the
[First World] war has come and DORA [the Defence of the Realm Act introduced in 1914] had been
removed, ‘so in one sense we are in normal peace conditions, though in another sense we are far
from it’. Apart from national strikes. ‘our difficulties are not yet over, and we cannot settle down to
conditions of Peace. One of the great merchants of the North said the other day, "The world's
markets are poorer, trade is restricted and hampered in many markets 'by inability to export.”
Sounds a little like the problems were are facing at the moment with shortages of some goods in our
shops and workforce in certain industries.
75 years ago (1946) – Like our summer this year, ‘so far the weather has not been kind to holidaymakers and to farmers’. In fact there was real concern about the coming harvest and ‘the
rationing of bread will yet be proved a lamentable necessity’. The day of Victory Fete began with dull
skies and very wet grass, but the vicar, who was himself away on holiday, encouraged everyone to
raise their spirits and thoroughly enjoy the Fete and ‘give the Home-Coming Fund a much-needed
filip’

50 years ago (1971) – The Golden wedding anniversaries of Mr & Mrs Gomer and Mr & Mrs Latimer
had been featured in the Echo newspaper and was a wonderful example of an amazing friendship.
Mr Gomer and Mrs Latimer had gone to school together in Bishops Waltham, likewise Mrs Gomer
and Mr Latimer at Durley school. They were all good friends and ‘the ‘boys’ joined up together in the
1st World War. On their return ‘they crossed the friendships and married within two or three days of
each other... For many years they were neighbours in Telegraph Road, and now they are next door to
one another’ at Winton Court in West End Road.
10 years ago (2011) - Virger or Verger - both are correct and describe a lay person who takes care of
the interior of a church and acts as an attendant during services, where he or she carries the verge
(or virge), an emblem of office. This month Fred White was retiring after 20 years serving as virger at
St James, ‘welcoming people to weddings and funerals, and seeing that all the practical preparations
are made ready’. His role would be taken over by John Wood with Alan Jenkins as assistant and
Reverend Brian Pickett thanked them all for undertaking a role that ‘often goes unnoticed but is
vitally important to both visitors and clergy’.

The PCC met on Tuesday 13th July 2021 via Zoom
After an opening prayer, apologies were noted and Matthew Thomson was welcomed onto the
PCC as a member of the Deanery Synod. Matters arising included confirmation that Jan Barrett
had taken over as Hall Manager. CofE Covid guidance was awaited before future use of the hall
could be decided.
There had only been one decision by email since the previous PCC meeting which was the
election of Matthew Thomson to the Deanery Synod.
Finance: David had sent finance reports and at the end of June the General fund showed a
surplus of £+1727 for the year to date, but with the Hall fund standing at £+1838, the true deficit
to end of June was £-111. A generous gift-aided donation in May had added to funds. Gift aid
payments had been received from HMRC and all debtors had settled to date.

Our CMF (Parish Share) affluence band has been downgraded from D to C for 2022,
approximately £11,582 less than 2020 which is good news from a financial point of view. The
possibility of making a donation to help less solvent parishes will be discussed at the next PCC
meeting.
Furlough: Both Kate and Myles continued to be part-furloughed but the scheme will cease at the
end of September.
Changes to the Bank Mandate were agreed following the appointment of Diana Barnes as new
Churchwarden.
Vicky had sent a report detailing two developments in the ministry team: Firstly, Revd Linda
Galvin will increase her days as Chaplain at St James’ School from one to two and will be in the
parish on Wednesdays and Sundays, but will continue to be fully involved with services,
weddings, and working with Kate on the magazine. Secondly, Carol is exploring a calling to be an
Anna chaplain, part of an ecumenical, community-based chaplaincy promoting the spiritual
welfare of older people, and is looking at the training and support networks available.
Vicky hoped that everyone would be able to support the Patronal Festival on Sunday 25th
July which would include an afternoon tea and outdoor Songs of Praise service at 4:30pm.
All PCC members were encouraged to take part in a Living in Love and Faith (LLF) course
planned for the autumn at St James’.
A draft plan for Emerging from Restrictions and a Services Review was discussed. The PCC
agreed the revision of the 9:30am seasonal service booklets which would be ready at the start of
September; moving coffee to the hall between services to give more space, (the trolley to be
brought into Church at 11am for Church Alive); a monthly Taizé service to be held on the second
Sunday evening of each month from September instead of prayer and worship; and to cease
holding a monthly 8am Eucharist (this service had been poorly attended even before the
pandemic). It was also agreed not to produce pew / notice sheets for both environmental and
financial reasons.
Church of England Guidance would determine Vicky’s draft “Emerging from Restrictions” plan
with changes implemented from two key dates of 19th July and 5th September (and a further date
in October). Everyone agreed that it was best to take small steps and be cautious and sensible.
The continued use of masks while indoors would be encouraged (although cannot be enforced)
and it was suggested that sidespeople and welcomers continue to wear them as this would
encourage those entering the building to do so. Hand sanitising would also still be expected and
sanitising stations would continue to available for all.
Bookings for services would no longer be necessary from 19th July and Sunday evening
services would resume in September. It was hoped that Pathfinders/Mustard Seeds would
resume on Sunday mornings (instead of the current Saturday morning Diddy Disciples).
Livestreaming at services would continue and costs would be discussed at the September PCC
meeting.

St James’ will be added to the list of churches calling on the Government to tackle climate
change.
We had signed up some time ago to Eco Awards and a group was formed to re-visit our status
as an Eco Church.
The future of the church magazine was discussed. Currently available only via email to
subscribers and on the church website, no copies are officially printed (although friends or family
were printing copies for some of the people who are unable to access an online copy). Although
it was decided not to print any more magazines for economic and environmental reasons, some
PCC members were not happy with this decision and a standing committee meeting has been
called for September to discuss this further. A letter would be hand-delivered outlining the
decision not to print the magazine and again requesting a contact email address.
Progress on the situation regarding cluster flies in church had been requested by a parishioner
and Jane Castle explained that audio recordings sent to the Bats in Churches group had been
analysed, suggesting that there were no bat roosts present in the church building. This means
we can now take steps towards obtaining quotations for the treatment of the flies.
Also as a result of her investigations Jane had been in contact with people in the community who
are also interested in finding out more about bats and the possibility of a bat walk has been
suggested.
The Building and Fabric report noted that the hall roof leak continues to be a problem with the
roofer to report back in due course. A faculty to dispose of four pews had been issued and a
request to use them in a project renovating an old chapel in Devon had been made with a
donation to church funds if they are suitable. Minor electrical works had been undertaken. Biffa
had asked for feedback on whether our aims following the successful grant application for the
hall kitchen have been achieved, but Noel has written to say that all is on hold for the time being
due to the hall not being used during the pandemic.
It was agreed that a fallen decorative pinnacle over the West Door should be replaced at a cost
of £700, with funds taken from the dormant Friends of St James account.
The final outstanding balance of £240 on Project Aurora will be met by ongoing 200 Club
subscriptions. David mentioned that in due course all fundraising methods currently feeding
into the Project Aurora fund will need to be re-directed to the General fund.
The 200 Club was discussed briefly, with some suggesting that monies received would be better
going into the Gift-Aided PGS scheme however it was decided to continue for the time being as
some people contribute to both schemes and possibly enjoy the prospect of a small “win” now
and again.
Carol told the meeting that all safeguarding folders in church and hall had recently been
updated. In the autumn there will be a “self-audit” of the safeguarding procedures in place at St
James’.
The Social Media policy now had Linda Galvin added as the required named person and was
agreed by the PCC.
A Churches Together report following the recent in-person meeting had been sent by Jane; this
included welcoming new leaders, support of those with mental health concerns, links with newbuild communities and the continuing work of Street Pastors, as well as a Children’s’ holiday
bible club.
The first post-Covid HOPE event – a barbecue attended by 30 people – had been a great success
and raised over £250.
The meeting closed with the Grace.
Copies of full minutes are available on request from the PCC secretary.

Sunday 3rd October HOPE Harvest Supper
Please join us for our harvest lunch in the church hall. We are
offering a ploughmans to include cold meats, cheese, pork pie, etc.
followed by apple crumble with cream or custard. Bring your own drinks
There will also be an opportunity for some home-grown
entertainment. We are looking for people or groups to sing, play or read
a poem. Chat to Linda about what you might be able to offer.
Tickets are £8 for an adult and £20 for a family 2+2.
Please book though Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/169222704665
or contact Fiona at fiona.weston@yahoo.co.uk.

Allotment Allure
As the growing season approaches its end, the weather has
continued to show eccentricity with lots of rain and below average
temperatures. With plenty of moisture in the ground, generally plants have grown well but they
remain late. For example, the early potatoes have been small but the later maincrop ones show
great promise if they can resist the blight which has hit some plots. I will be digging them up in
the next couple of months.
As an organic grower, I have to cover most crops with various forms of netting but I have been
horrified to see deer on my plot on two occasions. They seem largely unafraid of human
presence and take a disdainful look at you before escaping into the distance, leaping every
obstacle in their path like Explosion W! This year they have consumed all the leaves on my
beans for drying and quite a few on my runner beans. The latter have recovered but the former
are lost. At times like this, I lose my usual Franciscan attitude towards wildlife and imagine these
beasts as venison joints in the freezer. (Perhaps fortunately, I do not have the means of
bringing about this reality.)
On a more positive note, the raspberry canes are enormous and should
produce plenty of fruit over the next month or so. Also I have many fruit
on the tomato plants but they need a bit of sun to ripen them off. They
are a variety called Crimson Crush which are unaffected by blight. I had
given up growing tomatoes because of blight damage until this variety
came onto the market. They taste good as well!

Geoff Holden

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
I must admit I would never have been attracted to this book because of the strange title.
However , it was recommended by a friend and I thought I would try it. I was hooked almost
from the start and couldn’t put it down. The story takes place in the
marshes of North Carolina and involves an illiterate girl, Kya, left to live
with her abusive father after her mother and siblings leave without her.
She learns to cook grits and barters for items in the nearby town, where
the locals call her “swamp trash “. She is befriended by the store owner
Jumpin and his wife Mabel, and a boy named Tate. The story leads you
through her struggle to cope, murder and romance. But the beauty of
the story is the author’s understanding of the environment and her
descriptions of where Kya lives so that you can picture it in your head.
And finally, in the end you realise that the Crawdads really do sing!

Thankyou to Ann who submitted our first entry to our ‘Book Club’. Please send in your
reviews to stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com, it is always lovely to share the likes, dislikes and
recommendations of books, fiction or non-fiction.

Word Wheel Solution for July/August

Crossword for September 2021

Kingdom Kids

This resource is taken from rootsontheweb.com and is copyright © ROOTS for Churches Ltd. Reproduced with permission.

Church of England Telephone Line
If you know of someone who doesn't have access to online
services the Church of England have launched a free national
telephone line offering music, prayers and reflections as well as

full services. It is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044. Callers will hear
a special greeting from the Archbishop before being able to choose from a range
of options including hymns, prayers and reflections. Please do let anyone know
who might find this helpful.

WEST END CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT
This group has a Facebook page called "West End Coronavirus Support Group" and
residents can also contact Julie Haylett , the organiser, on 028 8047 0610.
They have also collected shopping and other essentials thanks to the volunteers in the
group who are offering their time to help other in need within their community.
The team are also working with local fish and chip shops in West End on a Wednesday
and have been delivering meals to those who are currently stuck inside.

Solution for July/August Crossword

Advertisements

CHURCHILL DECORATING SERVICES
All aspects of painting and
decorating services undertaken
● High quality interior and exterior painting and
decorating ● Wallpaper hanging ● Wood staining and varnishing ●

Would you like your advert to appear
in this space?

Fully insured and Checkatrade approved

Carolyn and Scott Langridge
on 023 8047 4516

Call for free, no obligation quote
on 07402 382963 or at churchill.decorating@gmail.com

If so please contact

or at Scott_el@hotmail.com.

Dr A Sood
Quality and Caring Dentistry
Botley Road West End Southampton SO30 3HA
Phone 02380465391 Fax 023 80465393
www.qacdentistry.co.uk
We offer a wide range of private dental treatments including:
Dental Hygienist

Dentures

White Filling (mercury free)

Bleaching of teeth
NHS Patients

• Boiler Replacement, Installation,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades
• Central Heating
• Landlord / Homeowner Gas
Safety Certificates
• Power Flushing
• Bathroom Installation &
Refurbishment
• Unvented / Pressurised Cylinders
07854 745949
ryan.p.hudson@gmail.com
Based in Fair Oak

Sedation

Crown and Bridge Work
Free Car Park

Disabled Access

To advertise in St James’ Church West End
magazine
Contact Carolyn and Scott Langridge on 023
8047 4516 or at Scott_el@hotmail.com.
Rates for 2020 for Businesses
from £50 per year for 1/6 page to £200 per year
for whole page.
We also welcome one-off Community Events
please get in touch to discuss rates.

Holiday Cottage
Highampton, Devon (between Bude and Okehampton)
•Peaceful

location • Sleeps up to 4 (double bed + Futon in living room) •
• Dishwasher • Bedding and laundry supplied • Wi-Fi •
• Indoor heated swimming pool • Children’s play area and BBQ •
• Landscaped grounds with stunning views of Dartmoor • Private fishing lake •
• Short stay or longer lets (pets welcome by agreement) •
£55 per night discounts for 7 nights or more
For more information please contact: Patrick Whitbourn
Email: patrick.whitbourn@ntlworld.com
Telephone: 02380 315299 / 07507 681805

P S Warner
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
• All types of Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating
• Small property repairs undertaken
• Facias/Soffits and Guttering fitted/cleaned
• Pressure washing undertaken
• No job too small
• 47 years experience
• For Free Estimates please call
Paul on 07721377577 / 02380343391

Email: pswarneruk@yahoo.co.uk

Directory
Buildings Officer
Mr Noel Becket
noel.becket@gmail.com

Burial Ground Officer
Vacant at present
Please contact the Vicar

PCC Treasurer
Mr David Forster
023 8047 3935

Children’s Society
Mrs Janet Barrett
023 8047 6777

Christian Aid
Mrs Eileen Durkin
023 8046 4773

Parish Administrator
On furlough at present time

Church Catering
Mrs Eileen Durkin
023 8046 4773

Churches Together
Mrs Jane Castle
Mrs Hazel Moore

PCC Secretary
Mrs Sue Overell
023 8032 6275

Director of Music
Mr Myles Tyrrell
stjameswe.music@gmail.com

Electoral Roll Officer
Mrs Margaret Baker
023 8047 6163

Sacristan Team
Mr Saji Abrahams
Mr Andrew Brooks

Safeguarding Officer
Mrs Carol Kidd
0784 2244876

Flower Rota
Mrs Sue Overell
023 8032 6275

Pathfinders & Mustard Seeds
Mrs Sarah Langridge
Mrs Janet Barrett
023 8047 6777

Folk Group
Mr David Forster
023 8047 3935

Hall Manager
Mrs Janet Barrett
023 8047 6777

Parish Magazine
Kate Badcock
stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com

Hope Committee
Mrs Fiona Weston
023 8046 5592

Saint James’ School
Mrs Michelle Marsh
023 8090 0995

Future Publication of St James’
Parish Magazine
As the Coronavirus pandemic began and lockdown meant that we were unable to
produce and deliver our usual A5 copy of the magazine, the decision was taken to
produce it in an A4 PDF format so that it could be passed on to as many of our
subscribers as possible by email and to honour those who had paid for advertising space.
This has prompted us to review how we might produce the magazine in future to reduce
our carbon footprint - less paper, less electricity, less printing, and the decision was taken
to offer the magazine for free in an online PDF format. However, we are still welcoming
voluntary contributions towards the cost of producing it (there are still admin costs)
If you were a previously a subscriber or you would like to begin receiving a copy of the
magazine, please let us know your email address and we would be pleased to add you to
our ‘mailing list’. A copy is also available on our website as well as past editions
We are actively looking for copy for future magazines, so do pass on any articles or stories
of what is happening, good news stories and special memories, to our email address:
stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com
Please do continue to visit our Facebook page and website to see what is happening at
St James’ as we are still very much creating and looking at ways to engage with everyone:
https://www.facebook.com/stjameschurchwestend/
http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk/
We’d also love to hear from you, so do contact us, as communicating with each other is an
important way of helping each other in these difficult times

God bless from all at St James’ Church.

Contacts
Revd Vicky Maunder stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com
( 07762 673350 or 023 8114 1192
Revd Linda Galvin
rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com
( 07934 419302
Pastoral Team (Carol) stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com
( 07842 244876

