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The labyrinth in the churchyard during the “lockdown” 



Linda writes… 
 

In a world where so much natural land is being put over to  

concrete and building, even our front gardens now seem to be 

places to park the family’s cars rather than cultivate roses. My own 

is no different, but when we did lay it down to block paving, I  

really wanted at least a corner for some plants and also a tree. I 

chose a Malus or flowering Crab Apple and despite a lack of space it has gradually 

grown to a reasonable size, casting a bit of shade on a sunny front area. 

 

I suppose this year I have been at home more, so I have noted the subtle changes it 

has been going through in Springtime. It seems that one day there were only bare 

twigs with the merest hint of a few burgeoning buds, almost lifeless. Then within a 

couple of days, a multitude of blossoms of the deepest ruby red, set the tree alight 

with vivid beauty. But almost as quickly the vibrant crimson had become a dusty pink, 

and as its petals dropped to the ground they were replaced by olive green bronze 

leaves that now flutter and wave in the sunlight. 

 

I will have to wait until autumn for the flower spikes to mature into fruits, which the 

birds will certainly enjoy before once again the tree rests and recharges itself for  

another season. Which got me thinking how much this cycle is like the Eastertide  

season. A period of apparent lifelessness, at Easter when the disciples couldn’t believe 

there was any hope, to that glorious bursting out of the tomb by Jesus and the news 

diffusing to others, before it comes alive as a living breathing source of life which will 

bear fruit in the future. 

 

It may be difficult to see this hope for the future at the present time, but John Bunyan 

has a beautiful quote which seems to speak into this situation, “It is said that in some 

countries trees will grow, but will bear no fruit because there is no winter there” 

 

Our ‘winter’ is long and hard and upsetting because of the pandemic that has blighted 

our world, but in amongst everything the earth has been given a chance to breathe 

again, and like the trees we will come through it stronger and ready to move forward 

in ways that have changed us we hope for the better. 

 

In the meantime, please do continue to stay safe and 

take care. 

 

God bless 

 

Linda 
 



From the Registers 

The Parish of St James’ West End 
 

Baptisms in March 2020 

8th Eleanor Aoife Belle McDermott 

8th Marnie Peggy Hoile 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family,  

We are members together of the same heavenly Father 

 

Weddings in March 2020 

None 

 

Funerals in March 2020 

 2nd Grace Carter 

 

I shall not forget you. 

Look, I have engraved you on the palm of my hands. 

     Isaiah 49:15-16 

Solution for April Crossword 

 

 



AP writes about an  

‘influence or influencer’ 
 

…. where AP is ‘a parishioner’ and an ‘influence or influencer’ is a situation, 

experience, or person who has been pivotal in AP’s experience of God, faith, 

or growth. 

For starters let me tell a story –  

On the edge of Warminster, near the Minster Church, there is a large field 

that used to be the football field for St Boniface College – a training  

college for would be priests.   

About 40 years ago, two young chestnut trees were planted, one on either side of the entrance to 

this field.  For about ten years the two trees grew equally and well.  Then they were hit by the 

storm of 1987.  The tree on the right lost a few small branches and masses of twigs, but was  

otherwise unaffected.  The other didn’t fare so well.  The top half was completely shattered and 

fell away from the trunk.   

After a year the groundsman went to inform the Warden that he planned to remove and replace 

the one that had had been damaged.  The Warden advised that they delay.   

After another three years nothing had changed.  The one on the right had continued to grow into 

a wonderfully tall and straight maturing tree.  The other was still without any sign of recovery.  

The groundsman felt that the time had come to start afresh.  Again, the Warden counselled a 

longer time of waiting, and again they delayed action.   

After another year or so they noticed a green shoot on the broken tree, and (as the saying goes) 

the rest is history --  

I heard the story many, many years ago.  Then, a few years later I had the privilege of meeting the 

man who had given that tree the time it needed to recover.  In many ways he was just an ordinary 

country  gentle man, but a most godly man.  He was a man of very few words, prayerful, quiet, 

thoughtful and wise.  He was a very good listener, heard whatever was being said behind any 

words, and was always patient, and saw the best in everyone.  I didn’t see him very often but 

whenever I did, I knew that I was in the presence of a wise godly man.    

Last year I stood between those two chestnut trees.   The one on the right is tall and upright.  The 

other looks quite different.  Its trunk is twisted.  Its girth is 3 or 4 times greater than that of its 

brother/sister tree.  And, from the area of its injury there are many branches that have grown to 

as great a height as the other tree.  The two trees look quite different from each other but they 

have both grown tall and strong.    

 

We are all AP – if anyone reading this has a story, or 
experience, that they wish to share that illustrates the 
many and varied influences we all have that encourage 
us to grow in faith, please send it to:  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com 

   



Life At St James 
Recalling events and activities over the years since 

1890, this gives us a fascinating glimpse into what was 

happening at St James’ church set in the context of 

the world around it. Maybe this will stir some  

memories of your own.  Please do share them at 

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com 

 

125 years ago - (1895) It was announced that on the 12
th

 May, Hospital Sunday, a collection 

would be taken especially for work in local hospitals. We have to remember that this was some 

28 years before the National Health Service would be inaugurated. However, raising funds for 

hospital services was nothing new for the church, since Hospital Sunday originated in the 

1700s and involved churches and chapels setting aside the funds collected from a charity  

sermon on one Sunday a year. 

 

100 years ago - In 1896 the Lumière Brothers had brought the first cinematic show to London 

and cinema and films had become a growing industry, so much so that there was a discussion 

to be had about ‘Cinema in the Church’. The vicar, Rowland Dawson, felt that this would not 

be a good thing to introduce something considered for ’amusement, fun and laughter’ into 

the mystery of devotion and ritual, which was ‘the beauty of the church’. However, he did 

acknowledge that ‘We must re-think the position out, and adapt ourselves more and more to 

the needs of this modern time’. Certainly we have had to do more to adapt in our present  

situation, which has seen us take the ‘cinematic church’ outside of the building 

 

75 years ago (1945) - Arrangements were in progress for the celebration of VE (Victory in  

Europe) Day on the 8
th

 May. There were to be three Holy Communion services in the morning 

at 6, 8 and 10am and Thanksgiving services at 12, 6.30 and 8.30pm as well as other corporate 

events, including an open air Thanksgiving service in Thornshill, which the Vicar, Reverend 

Machin would be attending. On the 75
th

 anniversary this year we won’t be able to commemo-

rate this in the same way, but the British Legion do have some ideas of how we can  

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remembrance-events/ve-day-75 

 

50 years ago (1970) – Included in the magazine was an article on ‘Education before 1870’ from 

the Winchester Churchman, a monthly Journal of the Diocese of Winchester, which highlighted 

the fact that we have become ‘used to the idea of free schooling’, whereas before a limited 

number of ‘professional teachers’ meant that ‘instruction was often only given to the older  

pupils who in turn passed on their learning to the youngest ones’. Many families at the  

moment are experiencing what it means to home school and I think it’s true to say that we 

have never appreciated the work that schoolteachers do more than at the present time!! 

 

10 years ago (2010) – There was a big article about the work of Christian Aid, which was  

dedicated to work in Kenya. It talked about ‘flying toilets’ (using bags and flinging the waste 

away!!) because there was not a single toilet in the Kiambiu slum being visited, which made 

me think about our toilet twinning Lent project we contributed to a couple of years ago. There 

has been much concern about how African countries may be affected by the Coronavirus 

sweeping through communities like this, but luckily, as the time of writing it’s affect has been 

minimised in Kenya. 



A glimpse from beyond the Parish 

Many of you will be aware that, for the first 20 

years of my working life, I travelled all over the 

world on various ships, visiting exotic places.   It 

all sounds very exciting (and of course, parts of it 

were). Much of it, however, was incredibly dreary 

- being isolated on a small ship, with poor food, 

small crews which had nothing in common with 

each other (on occasions including no common 

language) and little in the way of communication 

with home, way before the internet/mobile 

phones/satellite TV and so on. In short, I used to 

dream of having the ability to eat pretty much 

what I wanted, to be able to go into the garden, and talk with like minded people etc.    

Thus, all my training was brilliant in preparing me for this present situation of Social Distancing.      

However, not everyone that I have met over the last few weeks has been nearly as lucky. World-

wide trade continues, and, although imports and exports are down, we are still having at least ten 

ships every day coming into the port.   Almost half of these are berthing at Fawley where the  

refining of crude oil is of strategic importance for so 

many things in our lives.  

Most of the crews that I encounter are having a  

terrible time. They are not allowed ashore in any of 

the countries that they visit.   Due to international 

travel restrictions, many of them can’t be relieved, so 

they are spending many more months away from 

home than they should; so they are fatigued, stressed 

and worried about their families at home.   On the 

other hand, they themselves are some of the safest 

people, as they have been compulsorily isolated for 

several months. The crew that would normally relieve 

them have a different problem, as many companies 

only pay when the people are actually on the ship. 

I (and all 40 Southampton Pilots) have had our own 

challenges. Whilst we are very aware of the need to 

protect ourselves, family and colleagues from Covid 

19, we also keenly feel the need to assist our fellow 

seamen. Some of the ships (particularly the cruise ships) declare that they have possible cases on 

board before they arrive at a port.   Many of the ports have refused them entry.   

One such ship was the Braemar, which had been refused berths everywhere between the  

Caribbean and Southampton.   After much discussion and planning, it was decided that I should 

pilot her in, suitably attired in protective clothing, as pictured. I have never been made more wel-

come on a ship (and can happily report that the protective gear all seemed to work and I have no 

 

 



 unwanted symptoms a fortnight after the event). 

Interestingly, over the last few weeks, due to the various crews’ enforced isolation, the reverse 

has now happened and when I board, I am more likely to be a threat to them than the other 

way around.  Thus, I carry all the protective gear, sanitiser, wipes etc. and just don whatever 

the Captain requests for mutual safety, whilst cleaning any piece of ship’s equipment that I 

may need to use. 

Please remember these little known but essential keyworkers in your prayers. 

Captain Noel Becket 

A Word from the Wardens 

This month has seen fundamental changes for us all that have moved at an alarming speed. 

When the initial governmental discussions started around Covid-19 we had a meeting to  

discuss how we could continue to provide 

ministry and allow worship within the 

church to happen safely. Only a week later 

the country was on lock down and the 

church was closed. 

It is a very difficult and unsettling time for 

many people financially and as a PCC we 

still need to continue to monitor the costs 

of our ministry. As the church building is 

currently closed our Director of Music and 

Parish Administrator have both been  

furloughed; their employment with us  

remains secure but the government will contribute towards 80% of their salary. Noel, our 

buildings officer, has also been checking on the building and Patrick has been keeping the 

church grounds in order. 

The human impact that Covid-19 is having on our community is not so easy to manage and 

yet we have seen an outpouring of generosity in the time and gifts that people are using to 

support their communities and the love and support that has been given to our key workers. 

Here in our own parish the council are coordinating the many relief efforts set up by people 

and as a church we are in contact with each other and the wider community, offering help, 

support and friendship in such a worrying and isolating time. 

One of the last initiatives we started before the lock down was to look at how we could grow 

our ministry within our community. The very nature of Covid-19 has started us on this journey 

and whilst the church as a building is closed, our calling to serve has grown ever stronger and 

together we will continue to help and support all those in need. 

God bless, 

Scott and Jan 

 



A Fishpond, Kittens and a Handkerchief 
The joys and challenges of offering services from home. 

 

‘O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness’ Psalm 96:9                                                         

 

What to do about worship when your church building must close? It’s 

a question we never imagined we’d have to think about. It’s  

unchartered territory for every church with no blueprint to follow.  

You might wonder why clergy at least can’t access their church to  

offer services on behalf of their people. But once the lockdown began, 

the Archbishops felt it was important that clergy should be setting an 

example for others - staying home, protecting the NHS, saving lives – 

so we were told not to enter our churches even to pray. Permission 

was given for services to be offered temporarily from homes (usually 

they can only be held in consecrated buildings.)  I’m sure these  

decisions were extremely difficult to make, and they were made for 

the safety of others.  

 

 

Although on-line services are being offered by the Church of England and the Diocese of  

Winchester we decided to plunge into this unknown world too, particularly because it was Holy 

Week.   Even if no one was using our on-line services it felt right for Rev’d Linda and I to be  

offering them on behalf of us all in this very important week in the church year.  What an  

undertaking it turned out to be and what a steep learning curve!  But God gave us what we  

needed to make it happen and I’m so grateful for the technical skills of Rev’d Linda and Donna 

Matteucci who have worked incredibly hard putting the services together and getting them  

online on our website and YouTube channel. Without them it would not have been possible.  I 

hope the services have helped at least some people to pray and worship at home.  They seem to 

have been well received and valued.  And I know God can use what we offer in love, however  

inadequate it might be. 

 

We needed to make a lot of decisions very quickly about how we were going to adapt the ser-

vices, and where and how to record them.   We thought creatively about settings, using the din-

ing room for the Maundy Thursday service, the garden for the Easter Day service and Rev’d Linda 

sat by her fishpond when we would have been sprinkling the congregation with water from the 

font at the Easter vigil! There were challenges. Particularly the wind when recording outside and I 

was very anxious about whether the Easter Candle would get blown out at the vigil which would 

detract from the powerful imagery of Christ the light, risen from the dead. There was the logistics 

of washing feet; lighting an Easter fire, and marking the Easter Candle to think about, but  

fortunately my children were able to act as the serving team which all 

three were very excited about. I didn’t realise until afterwards that our 

kittens (Mackerel and Smudge) both cheekily attended the Easter vigil 

service.  We locked them in the house for the Easter Day service but 

Smudge managed to escape and jump up onto the altar/table during 

my sermon.  I’m sure hoping for loaves and fishes rather than bread 

and wine!   

 

 Communicant Kittens! 

The Pascal Candle in the vicarage 



We also had to get creative with the items we use at services.  

Fortunately I have an alb and stoles at home (the robes I wear for a communion service) and I al-

so have a couple of communion sets of paten and chalice at home (the plate and cup used for 

the bread and wine in services).   One set is from southern Ireland where my sister used to live 

and one set was given to me by my Training Incumbent when I was ordained a priest.    

 

I had to get creative and use a handkerchief as a corporal (the 

white linen cloth that the chalice and paten are put on for the  

service).  It was freshly laundered of course!   And I know what 

matters to God is hearts and minds lifted to him in praise and 

thanksgiving, and our service to others in his name, and not 

whether we are using a handkerchief as a corporal!  One of the  

real joys of recording services has been having parishioners taking 

part, reading and singing from their homes.  We may be physically 

apart, but we are still worshipping together.  

 

Of course, some people don’t have access to the internet and we have tried to provide them with 

service sheets where possible as well as providing service sheets for those who prefer not to use 

on-line services.  We also felt the Church Alive service wouldn’t work as a recorded service  

because it is so interactive and also includes break away groups, so we have provided service 

sheets to use at home for that.  And we’ve been blessed to have Debbie Thomson and her sons, 

Michael and Christopher, recording hymns and music for mainly our Church Alive worship but  

also some of our recorded services [Editors Note: more on Debbie and ‘lockdown music’ next 

month].    

 

For those who can’t access online services the Church of England has now launched a free  

national telephone line offering music, prayers and reflections as well as full services.  It is  

available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044.  If you are unable to join in church services online 

please do use this facility.  Callers will hear a special greeting from the Archbishop before being 

able to choose from a range of options including hymns, prayers and reflections.   

 

If you have any feedback or suggestions on what we are offering please let me know as we’d love 

to hear.  stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com. We are learning and developing what we offer all the time.   

God bless and stay safe. 

Rev’d Vicky 

A fair white linen cloth 

 

Coming next month.... So now you’re a 

film producer as well? A low down on 

the technical side of doing church! 

mailto:stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com


Our Church Bell 
 

For all you history buffs, I would just like to share some  

information about the bell at St James’.  Revd Brian Pickett 

mentions the bell in his Short History of St James booklet  

stating that the bell was cast in 1837 by Thomas Mears. 

Thomas Mears was a founder of the Whitechapel Bell Foundry 

that was originally founded as far back as 1420 by Robert 

Chamberlaine of Aldgate. 

Whitechapel was responsible for casting The Liberty Bell, Big 

Ben, Great Tom at Lincoln Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, the 

clock bells of St Paul’s to name just a few.  So we can be  

assured our bell’s pedigree is of the highest standard. 

The Mears family were originally from Kent and took over the 

Whitechapel Foundry from 1781 until 1865.  William Mears retired in 1789 and Thomas Mears 

senior took over. 

In 1805 we have the first mention of Thomas Mears II as the bells were marked with the Mears & 

Son logo.  Thomas Mears II took control in 1810 and it was during his time that our bell was cast 

in 1837.   

The foundry was owned by the Hughes family since 1904, but sadly, in 2017 after years of  

struggling against economic pressures and the high cost of maintaining the Grade II listed  

buildings, directors Alan and Kathryn Hughes took the decision to sell the premises and to  

redistribute the business in order to ensure the continuation of its products into the future.   

St James’ bell is a Westminster type design 710mm (28” in old money) and when compared 

against photographs of the Liberty bell shares an identical yoke arrangement for holding the bell 

in place. It just goes to show that a reliable design rarely needs improving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The comparison of the yoke on the Liberty Bell (left) & St James’ Bell (right) 

Steve Wiseman   



Meet Matthew and Debbie Thomson 
Debbie and I met as undergraduates at the University of Birmingham Christian Union.  Debbie 

found her faith as a Crusader - now called Urban Saints, whilst I was lucky enough to be raised 

in a Christian family and found my faith through a very strong Christian union at my school. 

We married in 1983 in London and lived there for the next ten years buying our first all-electric 

flat and then our first two bed house.  Starting a family wasn’t easy for us but we were blessed 

with Rebecca in 1989 and following a move to Southampton in 1992 Christopher was born in 

1999 and Michael in 2001.  Why God gave us a ten year gap between our children we don’t 

know but during this time we went through the process for becoming adoptive parents and 

were accepted and so we are able to empathise with couples who find having children is not as 

easy as it should be. 

My career after university was not typical.  With three million unemployed, finding a job to  

support us as a couple was not easy.   I became a postman but did manage to progress quickly 

to become a Delivery Office Manager before transferring into head office management.  Our 

move to Southampton was a business relocation and I spent a further nine years working for 

Royal Mail before accepting a redundancy package.  At this time our boys were still very young 

and Debbie and I decided that we would both 

work part time and share their childcare  

between us. Debbie gained a PGCE from  

University of Southampton in Modern  

Languages but after a few years of supply 

teaching managed to use her musical talents 

to join Southampton Music Service as a  

peripatetic teacher for primary schools.  I  

decided, after a career in a very business-

orientated workplace to use my caring side 

and joined a local healthcare team and then 

Marie Curie.  I find my work with end of life patients is very rewarding although  it can be  

emotionally draining and my faith helps me to deal with this. 

When we moved to Southampton one of the criteria that we set ourselves was that we should 

be able to walk to church.  We settled on Bitterne Park and over the next twenty years worked 

alongside successive parish vicars and the congregation to create and build a vision for God’s 

work in the area.  This culminated in a capital development project that produced the Ascension 

Centre.  However, on completion of this project it became clear that God had new plans for us 

so we began to worship at St Mary’s Church, South Stoneham, again within walking distance 

from our home, and joined Swaythling Parish.  When it was decided that their main Sunday  

service would be held at St Albans Church Burgess Road - a car journey away - Debbie and I  

decided that if we had to journey by car then we would rather attend St James’ church than St 

Albans.  We had visited once or twice already and met Thomas.  It was a surprise to find that 

Thomas was no longer the vicar at West End but we felt that particularly the Church Alive  

Service offered us an appropriate style of worship and teaching.   

But what about the future?     With the last of our children off to university in October, Debbie 

and I are starting to think about down-sizing. This will probably mean a move, possibly to the 

Isle of Wight.  However, as always, we are in the process of discerning what God´s future plan is 

for us. 

Matthew Thomson 

 



Are you living with domestic abuse?     

Feeling fearful, scared, hurt, trapped?                                                    

Do you know anyone living with domestic abuse?  

 

Abuse is the misuse of power & control.                                                                          

It is NEVER acceptable, is always wrong.                                                                        

It is NEVER the victims fault                                         

Affecting persons of any ethnicity, gender or gender identity, sexuality or social status.                   

Abuse can include physical, psychological, emotional, sexual, or financial harm   

Non-judgemental specialist “HELP-LINES”:  

• Provide a chance to talk & give emotional support & practical advice 

• Explore solutions based on individual needs 

• Signpost to a range of services & focus on safety planning & reducing risk 

• Work with you to help build a safer life whatever you situation 

“STOP DOMESTIC ABUSE”  

Hampshire 0330 016 5112                                                

 “YELLOW DOOR” 023 80636313          

https://www.safe-services.org.uk/ 

  IN EMERGENCY CALL 999 

Church of England Telephone Line 
If you know of someone who doesn't have access to online  

services the Church of England have launched a free national  

telephone line offering music, prayers and reflections as well as 

full services.  It is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044.  Callers will hear 

a special greeting from the Archbishop before being able to choose from a range 

of options including hymns, prayers and reflections.  Please do let anyone know 

who might find this helpful.  

WEST END CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT 
This group has a Facebook page called "West End Coronavirus Support Group" and  

residents can also contact Julie Haylett , the organiser, on 028 8047 0610.  
 

They have also collected shopping and other essentials thanks to the volunteers in the 

group who are offering their time to help other in need within their community. 
 

The team are also working with local fish and chip shops in West End on a Wednesday 

and have been delivering meals to those who are currently stuck inside. 



Coping with Lock Down   
Being in the Government advised age bracket for self-isolation and a 

mild asthmatic, this really does mean isolation, as I live on my own 

and my nearest family members are in the London area. 

Now this may seem odd, as I am usually a fairly social person, but I 

am quite busy and not finding lockdown a problem.  A great many 

avenues have opened which, normally I would not have had time for 

- and I don’t mean housework!   

In March a gardening mail order catalogue appeared through the 

letter box, and whereas normally this would have been binned I  

ended up ordering lettuce, tomatoes, three different types of beans, 

peas and courgettes, all as seedlings and seed potatoes, along with three black buckets.  These 

duly arrived during the past few weeks and so rather than sporting its usual array of bedding 

plants my patio looks like a small market garden.  Goodness knows why, but I purchased a vast 

amount of multipurpose compost in February – it was on special offer and can’t resist a bargain – 

and I had loads of old pots stored away which needed cleaning.  Having filled up all these pots, 

with the help of a staple gun I have changed a partly filled compost bag into a grow-bag for the 

courgettes.  I had dug over a small area in the garden which had very little stones, and a very kind 

friend delivered a packet of seeds together with yet more compost for me, so carrots are also 

planted.   

I am making laundry bags and headbands for the NHS, headbands with 1” buttons near the back 

make masks fit more snugly.  A friend from St James is also making laundry bags for me and  

another is making headbands, which I deliver to my contact who is making scrubs, all for  

Southampton General Hospital.  There are also a couple of ladies from St James’ knitting pairs of 

hearts for NHS, one is left with the deceased and the other given to a relative.  If anyone has  

1” elastic or 1” buttons please let me know. 

Through U3A I normally meet and play Beginners Bridge once a week.  One of our group  

suggested we join a website called Base Bridge.  Four of us now play once a week online and via 

WhatsApp are able to visually interact with each other while playing - this is a right hoot! 

I know I am extremely fortunate in having a garden and also having Sainsbury’s online shopping 

as I was already on their system.  I have managed 3 x 1,000 piece puzzles and my Kindle needs 

recharging quite often.  If there are any families who would like to borrow old-fashioned games 

like ludo, snakes & ladders, charades for kids, Trivial Pursuit or such, just let me know as they are 

not being used at the moment – I just don’t have the time! 

June Butler 

If you would like to help with any of the projects June mentions above, please contact her for  

further information :   junebutler@waitrose.com 

 



Crossword for May 2020 



Kingdom Kids 

This resource is taken from rootsontheweb.com and is copyright © ROOTS for Churches Ltd.  

Reproduced with permission.  

 

Talk Look at the reading  

together and talk about what 

the room Jesus makes ready 

may be like. 

Do Go into every room in 

your house and talk about how 

Jesus can be involved in all  

aspects of our lives. 

Pray Join in this ‘Breath 

prayer’: as you breathe in,  

silently say, ‘Jesus thankyou…..’ 

as you breathe our, silently say, 

‘…..that you are always with me.’ 

I 

A 

M 

T 

H 

E 

W 

A 

Y 

https://web.archive.org/web/20160610043147/http:/www.rootsontheweb.com/


To advertise in St James’ Church West End magazine  

Contact Carolyn and Scott Langridge on 023 8047 4516 or at Scott_el@hotmail.com.  

Rates for 2020 for Businesses  

from £50 per year for 1/6 page to £200 per year for whole page.  

 

We also welcome one-off Community Events please get in touch to discuss rates. 

 

 

 

 

 

Let Your Journey Begin….. 

With our modern fleet of coaches, we would be happy to help.  

For a free quotation, please contact us on the details below. 

T: 023 8047 2150 E: admin@princesscoaches.com 

 

 

P S Warner 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

• All types of Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating 

• Small property repairs undertaken 

• Facias/Soffits and Guttering fitted/cleaned 

• Pressure washing undertaken 

• No job too small 

• 47 years experience 

• For Free Estimates please call  

Paul on 07721377577 / 02380343391 

Email: pswarneruk@yahoo.co.uk 

Facebook: P S Warner Decorator and Property Maintenance 

Advertisements 



 

Holiday Cottage  

Highampton, Devon (between Bude and Okehampton)  
 

•Peaceful location • Sleeps up to 4 (double bed + Futon in living room) •  

• Dishwasher • Bedding and laundry supplied • Wi-Fi •  

• Indoor heated swimming pool • Children’s play area and BBQ •  

• Landscaped grounds with stunning views of Dartmoor • Private fishing lake •  

• Short stay or longer lets (pets welcome by agreement) •  

£55 per night discounts for 7 nights or more 
 

For more information please contact: Patrick Whitbourn  

 Email: patrick.whitbourn@ntlworld.com  

Telephone: 02380 315299 / 07507 681805 

Discounts for 7 nights or more  information 

 
 
 

                   
  

CHURCHILL DECORATING SERVICES 
All aspects of painting and  

decorating services undertaken 

● High quality interior and exterior painting and 

decorating ● Wallpaper hanging ● Wood staining 

and varnishing ● 

Fully insured and Checkatrade approved 

Call for free, no obligation quote  

on 07402 382963  or at churchill.decorating@gmail.com  

 

Would you like your advert to appear 

in this space?   

If so please contact  

Carolyn and Scott Langridge  

on 023 8047 4516  

or at Scott_el@hotmail.com.  

 

An exclusive, secluded, peaceful, comfortable Victorian country house for 

Weddings and Ceremonies, Receptions and Parties, 

Special Occasions and 

Funeral Receptions 

 Contact 

Winslowe House 

Quob Lane, West End, Southampton SO30 3HN 

Tel: 02380 470 888 

  www.winslowe-house.co.uk 





 

A Warm Welcome Awaits You at Your Local Café in the community. 

The Hatch Café is based in West End Parish Centre, Chapel Road, West End 

We offer delicious, freshly prepared cakes, sandwiches, paninis, soup, hot drinks & more 
 

The Café is open Monday to Friday from 10 am to 4 pm  

& Saturday 10 am to 1 pm 
 

Take Away Service also available. To Pre-Order Tel. 07580 388356  

For further information contact the Parish Centre on 02380 462371 



SOLE COMFORT 
Lynne Sillence Dip FH MSCP & FHPA 

For all your foot needs 

• Nail trimming 

• Corn and callus removal 

• Hard skin reduction 

• Verrucas treated 

• Treatment of fungal infections 

• Foot care and hygiene advice 

• Foot massage with each treatment 

Tel: 02380472618  

Mob: 07974372207 

Email: solecomfort2017@gmail.com 

• Boiler Replacement, Installation, 
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades 

• Central Heating 

• Landlord / Homeowner Gas 
Safety Certificates 

• Power Flushing 

• Bathroom Installation & 
Refurbishment 

• Unvented / Pressurised Cylinders 

07854 745949 

ryan.p.hudson@gmail.com 

Based in Fair Oak 

Dr A Sood 

Quality and Caring Dentistry 

Botley Road West End Southampton SO30 3HA 

Phone 02380465391 Fax 023 80465393 

www.qacdentistry.co.uk 
 

We offer a wide range of private dental treatments including: 

Dental Hygienist               Dentures                  White Filling (mercury free)                   Sedation 

              Bleaching of teeth                    Crown and Bridge Work 

NHS Patients Free Car Park                   Disabled Access 



R A Redman 

Plumbing, Heating & Solar Engineers 

Family run business, Free Quotations. 

Gas, LPG and Oil boiler servicing, installations and breakdowns. 

All domestic plumbing. 

023 8047 6340 / 07590 229935  

contact@raredman.co.uk  

www.raredman.co.uk 

Dr Peter Watt and the team 

provide a full range of Private Dental Services including: 

Dental Hygienist       White Fillings      Dental Implants       Veneers & Bridges       Tooth Whitening  

Cerec ‘One-Visit’ Crowns              Dentures              Treatment under sedation           Orthodontics 
 

Dr Ingrid Elliott also provides Cosmetic Treatment for Facial Lines 

Chiropractic Treatment is available with Dr Nicholas Watt 

And we are also delighted to welcome Stephanie Adams now 

offering physiotherapy treatment at the practice 

38 High Street, West End, Southampton, SO30 3DR Tel 023 8047 3612 

Email: reception@dentalhealthpractice.co.uk Website: www.dentalhealthpractice.co.uk 



Buildings Officer  

Mr Noel Becket  

noel.becket@gmail.com  

Burial Ground Officer 

Vacant at present  

Please contact the Vicar 

Luncheon Club  

Mrs Maureen Cook  

023 8047 0321  

Children’s Society   

Mrs Janet Barrett  

023 8047 6777  

Christian Aid   

Mrs Eileen Durkin   

023 8046 4773  

Parish Administrator   

On furlough at present, contact 

stjameswe@gmail.com 

Church Catering   

Mrs Eileen Durkin   

023 8046 4773  

Churches Together   

Mrs Jane Castle  

Mrs Hazel Moore  

PCC Secretary   

Mrs Sue Overell   

023 8032 6275  

Director of Music   

Mr Myles Tyrrell 

stjameswe.music@gmail.com 

Electoral Roll Officer  

Mrs Margaret Baker   

023 8047 6163  

Sacristan Team  

Mr Saji Abrahams 

Mr Andrew Brooks 

  

Friends of St James’  

Mrs Carol Kidd   

07981 752852 

stjameswe.friends@gmail.com 

Flower Rota   

Mrs Sue Overell  

023 8032 6275  

Pathfinders & Mustard Seeds  

Mrs Sarah Langridge 

Mrs Janet Barrett   

023 8047 6777  

Folk Group   

Mr David Forster   

023 8047 3935  

Hall Manager   

Mrs Margaret Baker   

023 8047 6163  

Parish Magazine 

On furlough at present, contact  

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com 

Hope Committee   

Mrs Fiona Weston   

023 8046 5592  

Saint James’ School   

Mrs Michelle Marsh  

023 8090 0995  

PCC Treasurer   

Mr David Forster   

023 8047 3935  

Directory 



 

Publication of St James’ Parish Magazine 

during the Coronavirus Pandemic 2020 
 

Due to the exceptional circumstances in which we find ourselves, we have decided to produce 

our monthly magazine in an A4 PDF format so that it can be passed on to as many of our  

subscribers as possible and to honour those who have paid for advertising space. We apologise 

to those for whom we do not have an email address and if you are able to let us know one then 

we would be pleased to add you to our mailing list. With social distancing in place some people 

have asked if they could print a copy out at home and pass it on to a neighbour who you know 

would normally receive a magazine. However, we do have to advise you that the Church of  

England has issued the following advice about doing this: 

Some Studies suggest that Coronavirus COVID-19 can live on paper and cardboard surfaces for 

up to 24 hours, and so any paper delivery represents a transmission risk. Local hand-deliveries 

also mean a volunteer will touch gates and postboxes and may come into close proximity with 

those who may be shielding. For these reasons, parishes are encouraged to look to digital  

communication, and telephone calls to keep in touch. The Government has designated postal 

workers and delivery professionals as key-workers, so any vital printed communication should 

be sent through the post. 

 

We are not able to advertise our regular church services as these are not being held in church 

at the present time due to the restrictions placed on us following the Government and  

Church of England advice. However, we are very much alive and well on our social media and 

website and you may want to visit these to see what we are offering as  

alternatives: 

https://www.facebook.com/stjameschurchwestend/ 

http://www.stjameswestend.org.uk/ 

 

We are still accepting copy for future magazines, so do pass on any articles or stories of what is 

happening, good news stories and special memories, to our email address: 

stjameswe.magazine@gmail.com  

 

We’d love to hear from you so do contact us as  communicating with each other is an  

important way of helping each other in these  

difficult times 

 

God bless from all at St James’ Church  

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2004973?query=featured_home

