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PARISH OF ST JAMES WEST END 
 

ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS AND ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
 

Sunday 17th April 2016 
Following 10.45am Church Alive 

12.00 p.m. Meeting begins (Church Hall) 
 

2015 in Pictures – Revd Thomas Wharton  
 

ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS 
 
 

Agenda 
1. Prayer 
2. Apologies 
3. Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners held on Sunday 26th April 2015. 
4. Election of Churchwardens 

 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

 

Agenda 
 

1. Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting held on Sunday 26th April 2015. 
2. Matters arising 
3. The Electoral Roll 
4. Appointment of Auditors 
5. Financial Statements of the Parochial Church Council for 2015 
6. Report of the proceedings of the Parochial Church Council for 2015 
7. Report of the Churchwardens on the Fabric of the Church 
8. Children’s Work 
9. Reports from Church organisations and Church-linked organisations 
10. Report on the proceedings of the Deanery Synod 
11. Any other business of church or parochial interest 
12. Election of 2 members of the Church to the Parochial Church Council. 
13. Election of 1 member of the Church to the Deanery Synod. 
14. Appointment of Sides persons (see below) 
15. Pastoral Team for the year 2016-17 
16. To announce the date of the first meeting of the new Parochial Church Council 

 
Sides persons to be appointed  
Those with * against their name will have a regular monthly Sunday 8am, 10am or 6.30 pm duty. 
                  

Roger Aslett*     
Margaret Baker* 
Janet Barrett 
Debbie Becket 
Joan Earl* 
Sue Fitch 
Jason Glover 
Brenda Holden 
Geoff Holden 

Graham Kidd 
Carol Kidd* 
June Holloway 
Carolyn Langridge 
Anne Lowe* 
Steve Lowe* 
Ashley MacFarlane-Watt*    
Debbie O'Brien 
Mike O’Brien* 
Sue Overell 

Rita Payne* 
Enid Plowman 
Sally Redfearn 
Bobbie Smith* 
Kath Thomason* 
Keith Thornton 
Hazel Thornton 
Fiona Weston 
John Wood* 
Val Wood* 
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PARISH OF ST. JAMES’, WEST END 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners  

and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
held on Sunday 26th April 2015 at 12.00pm in the Church Hall. 

 
39 people recorded their attendance. 

 
Prior to the meeting, Revd Thomas Wharton gave a review of the year, using pictures taken 
throughout the course of 2014.  Included in the review was the success of school visits to church, 
the ongoing popularity of Stay and Play mornings, forging new links with Harefield and many other 
events, finishing with the Christmas Tree Festival and the success of the Christmas services, and 
in particular the ever-popular Christingle Service.  Thomas also spoke of plans for the future, which 
include the Parish Mission Action Plan (pMap) and welcoming both Clare Challis on placement 
from Bursledon, and Linda Galvin who will be joining St James in July as curate.  
 
 

Annual Meeting of Parishioners 
 

1. Revd Thomas Wharton opened the meeting with a prayer.   
  
2. Apologies were received from Noel Becket, Debbie Becket, Jason Glover, Claire Glover, Graham 

Kidd, Jeanette Wilmshurst, Colin Brill, Janet Edwards, Sue Fitch and Lisa Fletcher. 
  
3. Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners held on Sunday 6th April 2014.  

The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record.   
  
4. Election of Churchwardens for 2014-2015 

Jason Glover had finished a seven-year term as Churchwarden, having served an extra year as part 
of the transition period following Thomas’ licensing. Thomas read out a message from Jason, who 
was unable to attend the meeting, which thanked everyone for their input over his seven year term.   

Helen Wiseman was standing again as Churchwarden, proposed by David Forster and seconded by 
Sue Overell, and for the other vacancy created by Jason’s retirement, there was only one candidate, 
namely Janet Barrett.  Janet was proposed by Jason Glover and seconded by Helen Wiseman, and 
all at the meeting were in favour.  

5. There being no other business, the annual meeting of Parishioners was closed. 

 

 
 
Signed……………………………………………..…….. Date…………..………….……….……….. 
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PARISH OF ST. JAMES’, WEST END 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners  

and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
held on Sunday 26th April 2015 at 12.15pm in the Church Hall. 

 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 
 

1 Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting held on Sunday 6th April 2014 were 
unanimously accepted as correct and signed as a true record.  

2 There were no Matters Arising. 

3 The Electoral Roll:   Electoral Roll Officer, Margaret Baker reported that the Electoral Roll currently 
stood at 155.  35 of these live outside the Parish.  There were 5 new names on the Roll and 5 
deletions.   

4 Appointment of External Examiners.  David Forster, in his role as Treasurer, proposed the re-
appointment of the external examiners, Independent Examiners Ltd of Walberton, West Sussex.  The 
proposal was seconded by Helen Wiseman, and all were in favour.   

5 Financial Statements of the Parochial Church Council for 2014:  David Forster had provided an 
thorough set of accounts for the year 2014 in the Annual Report.  There were no questions regarding 
the accounts.  Thomas wished to echo the thanks of Jason Glover to David for his excellent work.     

6 The Report of the Proceedings of the Parochial Church Council was shown on pages 4 – 9 of the 
Annual Report.  There were no questions.   

7 The Report of the Churchwardens on the Fabric of the Church was shown on page 23.  Thomas 
expressed his thanks for Noel Becket’s work as Buildings Officer over the past year.   

8 Children’s Work – Jan Barrett had no further comments to add to the piece she had written for the 
Annual Report, other than to say that it was important that we give consideration this year to a missing 
element of the life of St James, namely the teen-agers.  Carol Kidd asked if there was any budget to 
cover children and youth work, and Thomas replied that although currently there was not a specific 
sum this would be reviewed as the pMap takes shape. 

9 Organisations and Church-linked Groups: Thanks were extended to all those who had contributed 
to the life of St James during the past year.  Thomas wanted in particular to thank Martin Hall, who had 
sadly retired recently due to ill-health, for all his contributions as Director of Music at the church.  A 
celebration party was planned for him in June.      

10 The Report of the representatives to the Deanery Synod was on page 23 of the Annual Report, 
and none of the Deanery Synod members had anything to add.   

11 Any Other Business of church or parochial interest:  

 11.1 Doug Brown asked if any progress had been made with the recruitment of a new Director of 
Music, and Thomas replied that a recruitment pack was being put together and the post 
would probably be advertised during the next month or so.   

 11.2 Thomas read out a letter from Bob and Jenny Earnshaw saying that they would be 
concentrating on working within their own Diocese, in the Portsmouth area.  They were not 
saying goodbye as Bob has been asked by Thomas to cover some services over the summer 
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months, but they felt that their main focus ought to be in the area where they live.  Thomas 
said that he had personally thanked Bob and Jenny for all their help at St James and that he 
quite understood their wishes, and again reiterating that this did not mean goodbye. 

12 Increase the number of lay members on the PCC:  Thomas proposed increasing the number of lay 
members on the PCC to twelve from the current nine.  The Church Representation Rules state that a 
parish with an electoral roll of up to 200 can have 12 PCC members.  This proposal was seconded by 
Helen Wiseman and all were in favour.   

13 Election of six members of the Church to the PCC and ratification of one co-option.   

13.1 There were six vacancies to the PCC;  three were due to Noel Becket, Richard Gooding and Graham 
Kidd having completed the first of their three year terms.  Graham Kidd had not wished to stand again.  
Gerry Plant had also resigned, and there was another vacancy due to the death of Alan Mansell who 
had sadly passed away earlier in the year.  The election of Janet Barrett as Churchwarden had created 
a sixth vacancy.    

 The Nominees, their proposers and seconders were as follows: 

 Nominated Proposed Seconded 

 Richard GOODING Carol Kidd Alan Jenkins 

 Noel BECKET Helen Wiseman Fiona Weston 

 Steven WISEMAN Helen Wiseman Brenda Holden 

 Christopher BADCOCK Brenda Holden Janet Barrett 

 Fiona WESTON Sue Overell Christine Johnson 

 John WOOD Maureen Cook Janet Brill 

 These six were unanimously voted onto the PCC. 

 It was also proposed that Jason Glover be co-opted onto the PCC as retiring Churchwarden for one 
year, and this would be voted at the next PCC meeting.   

14 Appointment of Sides persons:  There were a couple of amendments to be made to the list of 
sidespersons, namely the addition of Joan Earl, Enid Plowman, Fiona Weston and Jason Glover.  
Thomas thanked all sidespersons and all were reappointed.    

15 Pastoral Team:  The members of the Pastoral Team to be officially noted as a requirement of the 
Diocesan Safekeeping strategy for insurance purposes are: 

 Brenda Holden 
 

Enid Plowman 
 

Joan Earl Margaret Ball 

16 The date of first meeting of the new PCC will be Tuesday 12th May 2015 at 7.30pm in the 
Church Hall. 

 Thomas thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting with ‘The Grace’ at 12.35pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………  Dated……………………………… 
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St James’ Church, West End – Annual Report of the Parochial Church Council for the 
year ended 31st December 2015 

 
Administrative Information 

 

The Church of St James, West End, is located on the A27 at the junction of West End Road with Church Hill.  The 
postal code area in which the church is located is SO30 3LA, OS grid reference OS 466 141. It is part of the Diocese of 
Winchester within the Church of England. The correspondence address is The Vicarage, Elizabeth Close, West End 
SO30 3LT.  

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of St James’ West End in the Diocese of Winchester is 
registered with the Charity Commission - No 1132863, with the working name of “West End PCC of St James”. 
During the year the following served as members of the PCC: 

Priest-in-charge  Revd T Wharton  Chairman  (From Sept 2013) 
Assistant Curate Revd L Galvin     (From July 2015) 
Readers  Mr A Jenkins  Reader Emeritus (Retired from PCC Oct 2015) 
       
   Mrs B Holden     (From April 2014) 

Wardens:  Mrs H Wiseman   Vice Chair  (First elected 2014) 
Mrs J Barrett     (First elected 2015) 

Representatives on Mr D Forster  Treasurer     (Until APCM 2017)   
The Deanery Synod: Mr C Brill     (Until APCM 2017) 
                      Mr G Holden     (Until APCM 2017)   

Elected Members: Mr C Badcock     (Until APCM 2018) 1 
   Mr R Gooding     (Until APCM 2018) 2 
   Mr N Becket  Buildings Officer  (Until APCM 2018) 2 
      & Deputy Vice Chair  

Mrs D Matteucci     (Until APCM 2017) 1 
Mr A Mansell  (RIP Jan 2015)  (Until APCM 2017) 1 

Mr S Wiseman     (Until APCM 2017) 1 
Mrs L Fletcher  (Retired Nov 2015) (Until APCM 2017) 1 

 

Miss J George  (Retired May 2015) (Until APCM 2016) 2 

Mr G Plant  (Retired Jan 2015) (Until APCM 2016) 2 

Mr J Wood     (Until APCM 2016) 1 

Mrs F Weston     (Until APCM 2016) 1 

Mr J Glover  (Co-opted 1 year) (Until APCM 2016) 
 

Elected members may serve a maximum of six years, then 2 year break (took effect in 2003) 
 

Secretary  Mrs S Overell 
Safeguarding Officer Mrs C Kidd 
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs M Baker  
      
Structure, governance and management 
 

Members of the PCC are either ex-officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) in 
accordance with the Church Representation Rules. 
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Objectives and activities 
 
St. James’ Parochial Church Council (PCC) has the responsibility of co-operating with the Priest-in-Charge, 
the Revd. Thomas Wharton, in promoting the work of the ecclesiastical parish (which covers the village of 
West End, Townhill Farm, Harefield and part of the Bitterne area of Southampton) and the whole mission of 
the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical.  It is also responsible for the maintenance of the 
Church Hall. It supports the work of St. James’ Church of England Primary School. 
 
Committees 
 

The PCC operates through a number of committees which meet between full meetings of the PCC: 
 

Standing Committee: This is the only committee required by law.  It has power to transact the business of 
the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions given by the Council; debates complicated or 
detailed issues prior to submitting proposals to the PCC and reviews the financial situation. 
 

HOPE (Home and Overseas Partnership and Education) Committee.  Under this committee, the Church’s 
ministry in the wider world is addressed, with events arranged to meet the needs of others within the Church, 
and by setting and attaining the aims of the mission work of the Parish. 
 
Friends of St James.  Its purpose is to raise funds for maintaining the buildings and fabric of St James’ 
Church, Hall and surrounding churchyard; to promote the historical and architectural heritage of the church 
and to broaden the contacts between the congregation of St James’ Church and the wider parish. 
 
Achievements and performance 
 

Church attendance 
 
There were 153 parishioners on the Church Electoral Roll, 36 of whom live outside the parish, as recorded on 
the roll on 31st December 2015.  Church statistics for 2015 are listed on page 9. 
 
Review of the year 2015 
 
The full PCC met 6 times during the year with an average attendance of 71%.  Committees met between 
meetings and notes of their deliberations were received by the full PCC and discussed where necessary.   
 
At the first meeting of the year in January 2015 twelve members of the PCC attended a meeting chaired 
by Revd Thomas Wharton.  Gerry Plant who had resigned was thanked for his time served on the PCC.  
Thomas reported on progress of the Parish Mission Action Plan (pMAP), outlining a plan of action that would 
culminate in the presentation of our plan, along with others at a Diocesan service of Thanksgiving at 
Winchester Cathedral in November.  Linda Galvin, from the parish of St John’s Hedge End, would be joining 
St James as assistant curate, following her ordination in July.   A Lent Course and service time changes were 
confirmed.  The church website was to be redeveloped and associated costs were approved.  The Governing 
Body of St. James’ School had been reconstituted so that the number of Foundation Governors is now be 3.  
The purchase of a New Hymn book  - “Hymns Ancient and Modern” was agreed, with thanks recorded to the 
couple who kindly offered to fund the purchase of these books.  The Friends of St James gave an update of 
fundraising to date and outlined plans for the celebration of the 125 anniversary of the church in October.  
Following a recent burial of ashes agreed under exceptional circumstances during the Interregnum, a policy 
was agreed that, as St James is a closed churchyard, no more ashes will be buried in the grounds.   
Finances to the end of December 2014 had been circulated by David Forster who was pleased to report that 
all was on track.  Monies owed by HMRC regarding Gift Aid had been paid promptly.  Noel Becket 
recommended the appointment of an architect for the repairs to the West Wall and this was unanimously 
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agreed. Damaged coping stones had been repaired, and a leak in the church heating system rectified.  An 
application for grant to replace guttering was underway.  DAC permission would be sought to install staples 
to secure the candlesticks and lectern in line with open church requirements.  A new lantern for the West 
Door had been ordered and paid for.  A new CD player would be purchased, and the donations box had been 
repaired.  Volunteers were required to help apply for grants and funding.  HOPE committee had met and 
funds raised from the Lent Appeal and Good Friday collections were to be sent to Bukedi.  Details of the 
Women’s’ World Day of Prayer, and a presentation on Dementia Friendly Churches had been given at a 
recent Churches Together meeting.  Carol Kidd had circulated a safeguarding update.  Barbara McDowell, 
having recently stepped down,     was thanked for all her hard work with the Children’s Society  
 
In March eleven members of the PCC met in the Church Hall.   PMAP process was updated and discussed, 
and a Parish working day proposed, along with the formation of PCC sub-committees.  Thomas and Carol 
Kidd had attended an inspirational Lead Your Church Into Growth (LYCIG).  Clare Challis from Hound Parish 
would be starting her 3rd year Curate placement at St James for three months from April, and Thomas was 
keen to get the vestry refurbished in time for her arrival.  It was agreed that a job description for an 
administrator be put together.  The purchase of a new Photocopier was also considered. Thomas gave a 
brief demonstration of the progress on the website to date.  A chart showing attendance at 10am Sunday 
Eucharist services over the past two years indicated that there were definite highs at certain times of the 
year, for example just before Christmas, but there was no indication of growth.  Election of new PCC 
members at the APCM was discussed, including a new Churchwarden.  The Financial Report for 2014 was 
approved.  The Parish share had been paid in full and our net assets were up by £2000.  Work on the West 
Wall had been put out to tender.  Damage caused by the small fire in the vestry was covered by insurance 
and would be made good.  As a result of the fire a leaflet detailing Guidelines for lone workers would be put 
together by Steve Wiseman.   Brenda Holden had circulated notes from a recent SO18 Big Local meeting 
and was happy to continue on the committee.  It was agreed not to hold a Spring Fayre as there was no one 
to coordinate the event this year.  We had again been invited to organise the barbecue at the Carnival and 
take part in the stewarding of the event.  Plans for Holy week services were outlined.  The purchase of new 
Verger’s robes was agreed.   
 
In May following the APCM fourteen members of the PCC met.  Jason Glover was co-opted to the PCC, and 
appointments were confirmed and the Standing Committee appointed.  Thomas reported on the progress of 
the PMAP and a meeting with Phil Dykes, the diocesan Evangelism and Fresh Expressions advisor.  A 
Parish Vision Day would be held on 12th July with opportunity to discuss objectives, and it was suggested that 
instead of the PCC meeting on 14th July an Extra-Ordinary meeting would take place to discuss the outcome 
of the Parish Vision Day, with a PCC meeting the following Sunday to discuss business matters.  A 
Communications group was an urgent priority, and also a Stewardship group which would consider the 
Parish Giving Scheme, in which many parishes were taking part.  The Parish Vision Day would combine with 
a HOPE BBQ and a Welcome for Linda Galvin.  Following Martin Hall’s retirement no further progress had 
been made on the recruitment of a new Music Director.  A working group was formed to prepare a job 
specification and advertisement.  Accounts to the end of April 2015 had been distributed; we were down on 
budget mainly because the Spring Fair had not taken place and the Stewardship Campaign had not yet 
started.  Our Gas contract would switched to the Parish Buying Scheme from June and from October both 
gas and electricity would be covered by this scheme.  David explained that the £13 Government War Graves 
Stock scheme had now finished as a result of all of the nation's First World War debt for bonds being repaid.  
We had received a sum of £364, half of which would be paid to the Parish Council and half into Church 
funds.  Bank Mandate Changes following the change of Churchwarden were agreed.  Noel requested that 
any problems with the hall microphones be advised to either Trevor Wilmshurst or himself.  The faculty for 
the repairs to the West Wall plaster work had been received.  Scaffolding inside and out of the building would 
have a tunnel to enable access through the West door.   All services and pre-arranged dates would be 
honoured by the contractors.   With scaffolding in place damaged glass in the west and clerestory windows 
would be repaired.  The PCC approved replacing the complete rainwater system (except for the lower north 
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aisle) as per the application for funding made to the lPOW roof repair fund.  Proposals to refurbish the Vicar’s 
and Choir Vestries to provide work space and administration office provision were agreed, with permissions 
to be sought where necessary.  Friends of St James requested PCC approval for the format of the Friends’ 
anniversary celebration on 28th June and for the 125th Anniversary weekend, along with ideas for a 
commemorative item to be purchased.  Plans for the thank you party for Martin Hall were progressing and 
there would be an organ recital by David Thorne.  Brenda Holden had recently attended a Churches 
Together meeting on Dementia Friendly Churches and distributed a checklist which had been produced.   
 
On 14th July fourteen PCC members attended an Extra-Ordinary meeting to consider the outcome of the 
Parish Vision Day held two days earlier on Sunday 12th July and determine how it could be used in the 
preparation of the first draft of the Parish Mission Action Plan (pMAP).  Five priority areas had been identified 
from the Vision Day and three priorities selected by attendees.  These were Families and Youth, Missional 
Worship and Discipleship.  Discussions on how these could be translated into the PMAP were held and 
agreed. 
 
On 26th July the PCC met to discuss business matters.  Thirteen members were present.  Julia George had 
tendered her resignation due to family commitments.  No one had applied for the role of Music Director, and 
the position would be re-advertised in the autumn.  The vestries had been refurbished with new carpets and 
furniture.  Internet access was now considered essential and should be obtained as soon as possible with the 
possibility of a telephone line later in the year.  A new heater was also a priority.  Volunteers were required to 
join the Stewardship group.  Under Finance we had met our Parish Share to date, but were currently showing 
a deficit against budget.  Our suggested Parish Share for next year would be £54,145, an increase of 1.6% 
from the current £53,268. The PCC approved an increase up to £600 for the amount to be spent on 
Children’s work.  Noel Becket updated the meeting on progress with the west wall; guttering replacement 
which would include replacement of tiles; approval for work to trees in the Old Burial Ground and the 
resealing of the Church Hall floor.  Richard Gooding thanked Noel for his work on the new bookshelves in the 
choir vestry.  Steve Wiseman proposed an Asbestos Survey following a change of legislation in 2012 and this 
was agreed.  Carol Kidd had circulated St James’ Church Policy on Domestic Abuse prior to the meeting 
which was agreed and signed.   A donation of £100 from St James towards Welcome Packs for the 126 new 
homes on the Harefield Estate was agreed.  Caroline Oswald would come and speak at St James about 
“Acts of Random Kindness” in October.  The Christmas Market would be held in church and a meeting would 
be held in September to discuss.   The purchase of a new cordless strimmer for churchyard was agreed.   
 
In September twelve PCC members met in the Church Hall.  The PMAP group had met on Friday 11th 
September and agreed the latest draft which had also been distributed to the congregation on Sunday 13th.  
PMAP would be an ongoing agenda item for each future PCC meeting.  The adoption of the PMAP at this 
stage of its formation was agreed.  Graham Kidd had agreed to take on the role of Music Director on a part-
time basis and there would need to be a change in the day and time of choir practices, starting on Tuesday 
22nd Sept at 8pm.  An Advent “Lead Your Church Into Growth” (LyCiG) would take place meaning a 
temporary change of service start time for the Sung Eucharist.  Linda Galvin was keen to publicise that the 
church was open during the times she was in the vestry with a moveable sign outside to advertise the fact, 
and also wanted to encourage people working or meeting in church to do the same.  The Appointment and 
Renewal of Communion Distribution Assistants was agreed, and this process would be repeated in three 
years’ time when the licences would all need to be renewed.  Steve Wiseman had agreed to organise a 
volunteer car pool and there was a possibility of MIDAS training for those who might be willing to drive a 
minibus occasionally. The accounts were currently showing a shortfall of £13,292 against budget, mainly due 
to the unexpected costs of major building repairs, and it was agreed that the legacy fund should be used for 
this.  The costs of the vestry refurbishment had been £2,293.11 after the insurance claim had been taken into 
account.  £108.31 would be spent on printing of postcards to go to local schools detailing forthcoming 
children’s events at St James.  The paperwork on the guttering refurbishment was in the process of being 
completed and a heater was required for the vicar’s office/vestry.  Noel had provided a report with pictures to 
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show the condition of the West wall before and after the building work.  Both the Child Protection Policy and 
the Policy on the Safeguarding of Adults in the Parish were approved for renewal by the PCC.  Plans for 
125th Anniversary Weekend were going well.  Funds raised would be used to purchase a commemoration 
seat in the south churchyard and possibly a new altar frontal.  West End Carnival committee had presented 
St James with a cheque for £350.  An Action plan for Dementia Friendly Churches had been completed and 
sent to DFH (Dementia Friendly Hampshire) who are working on support throughout Hampshire for people 
with dementia.   HOPE charities for the coming year would include Magic Breakfast and a “Local pot” for one 
off donations to local groups, along with an overseas charity.  The annual Charity Christmas Card 
beneficiaries this year would be Crisis, the Salvation Army, St James’ Shelter and Two Saints.  The asbestos 
survey had been completed.   Plans for this year’s Christingle were outlined and dates of future PCC 
Meetings agreed.   
 
In November thirteen PCC members met in the Church.  Thomas reported that the Acts of Random 
Kindness presentation by Caroline Oswald had been very successful and a follow-up meeting would be 
planned. Alan Jenkins had stood down from the PCC as he had now retired as Reader and his membership 
of the Council had automatically lapsed.  Changes to the bank mandate signatories would need to be made.  
Lisa Fletcher had also resigned.  As part of the PMAP, Thomas introduced the new service proposal as part 
of Strategic Priority 2 from our PMAP, “To introduce new worship for those new to church and provide a 
welcoming space for the younger generation”.  A 3 page document was discussed and decisions made.  
Preference was for a weekly service and a start date of 17th January was agreed, with a general review after 
three months and a commitment of 6 months.   Publicity was agreed and the formation of a working group 
discussed.  The Standing Committee had had a very lengthy meeting at which the budget and fees increases 
had been discussed, and the PCC agreed the decisions made.  David introduced the Budget sheet* for 2016, 
highlighting a shortfall of £6068 and the necessity to hold a Stewardship campaign.  The PCC agreed to 
commence operation of the Parish Giving Scheme which would be a lot easier to administer than the current 
scheme.  Noel had circulated an update on the gutters and rainwater system and the PCC confirmed that 
they were happy for him to carry on dealing with the project on their behalf.  The current status of “Open 
Church” was reported on, with a recommendation that it be reviewed in the New Year.  Tree work in the Old 
Burial Ground was approved.  An additional budget of £700 for vestry refurbishments, namely a storage 
heater with fan, a hot water device with tap and a monitor/listening device was requested.   The proposal to 
purchase a new photocopier/printer was discussed and approved.  Carol Kidd had circulated a report 
including an update from the Diocese emphasising the importance of safeguarding.  As nominated 
Safeguarding Officer, Carol advised that it was necessary to inform the PCC that she will be absent from the 
Parish January 10th – April 3rd 2016 due to LLM training. PCC approval was sought for the Friends of St 
James to raise funds for a new altar frontal and agreed.  Carol Kidd had reported on the recent fundraising 
activities of the Friends and that a member of the PCC was required to take the place of Julia George on the 
committee.  Jan Barrett agreed to be the second nominated PCC member.   The PCC approved Carol’s 
continuing role as Chair of the Friends committee during her absence due to LLM placement during January 
– April 2016.  No one had volunteered to become Membership secretary at this point.   Brenda Holden had 
circulated a report* on the very successful work of the SO18 local community group.  Thomas reported that 
Thornhill Baptist church have a new Youth and Children’s worker.  Dates for next year were agreed, including 
Summer Fete, Christmas Tree Festival and our participation in the West End Carnival.  Chris Badcock 
updated the meeting on the progress and work of the Communications Group.   Thanks were recorded to 
Doug Brown for filling the role of Sacristan during Colin Brill’s illness.   
 
An Open PCC meeting was held on Sunday 6th December 2015.  Twelve PCC members were in 
attendance.  The main purpose of this meeting was to discuss the times and format of the new service 
commencing 17th January.  A few business items needed approval first, namely agreement on the 
appointment of a new architect and principal designers, and practicalities regarding the guttering project.  
These were unanimously agreed.  Proposed amendments to the original plans for the new weekly Sunday 
service agreed at the PCC meeting in November were discussed and the PCC agreed as follows: 



Page 9 

 

  8.00am                  Holy Communion 
  9.30-10.30am        Parish Eucharist 
10.30-11.00am        Refreshments joining two services together 
10.45am-c.12pm     New All Age Service 
  6.30pm                   Evening service 
 

Copies of all the reports, documents and meeting minutes mentioned in the above are available from the 
PCC Secretary on request. 
 
 
 
Church Statistics for 2015 2015 2014 2013 2012    
(Previous year figures are recorded in 
brackets) 
 

       

Baptisms 39 (47) (46) (29)    
Confirmations 0 (4) (0) (0)    
Weddings 13 (21) (19) (15)    
Funerals & Burials 17 (19) (12) (15)    
         
Sunday Worship - (Average 
attendance)  

       

        
 8.00am   Eucharist 11 (8) (9) (9)    
10.00am  Sunday Service 73 (72) (72) (73)    
 Under 16’s 20 (9) (9) (7)    
10.00am  Celebration (First Sunday) 69 (77) (76) (73)    
 Under 16’s 12 (9) (9) (10)    
12 noon   Holy Baptism 123 (120) (115) (130)    
 6.30pm   Evensong 27 (16) (24) (24)    
 Prayer & Reflection 8 (6) (9) (8)    
 Informal Worship 13 (12) (12) (17)    
         
Other        
Home Communions per month 22 (25) (34) (37)    
Easter Communicants 136 (133) (115) (143)    
Christmas Communicants 134 (116) (117) (121)    
Wednesday Eucharist 5 (6) (8) (7)    
Seasonal Children’s Workshops  (44) (52) (56)    
 Under 16s included 25 (26) (31) (31)    
 Schools services 468 (580) (580) (606)    
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Financial Review:- 
 
General Fund: 
Total receipts into the general fund were £ 91,279 as detailed in the financial statement on page 13. This 
figure included £ 8,613 tax recovered on gift aided income, with special thanks to those who are able to gift-
aid their giving. Overall our income for 2015 increased to that in 2014, mainly due to a guttering grant 
received for £16,150 (for work due to start in the spring) But our voluntary income (personal giving and 
donations) decreased by £700 compared to 2014 and tax recovered was £ 1,031 less than in 2014 mainly 
due to timing versus previous years claims. Income from church activities were less by £ 2,058 mainly due to 
less parochial fees (weddings & funerals). Income from activities for generating funds decreased by £ 2,528 
due to less fundraising events than the previous year..  
 
Our total payments of £ 106,811 included our parish contribution of £53,268 towards the diocesan share 
which largely provides the stipends, training and housing for the clergy plus central diocesan costs. The 
overall payments were £35,191 higher than in 2014 mainly due to repairs to the west wall £ 18,202, vestry 
refurbishment costs £ 3,229, increase in parish share £ 3,268, purchase of new photocopier £ 5,585, plus 
recruitment costs for Musical Director £636 and additional children & families outreach work. It also includes 
£ 2,475 for the purchase of new hymn books, which was covered by a generous donation showing under the 
receipts section. 
 
Church Hall: 
The hall account shows a healthy profit of £ 3,344 for the year. The letting fees were slightly more compared 
to 2014 and the expenditure for 2015 was much less than the previous year due to less building maintenance 
work.  
 
Restricted Account:  
The income during 2015 was £8,921, a decrease over the previous year, partly due to less Parochial Fees. It 
includes the amount of £2,330 plus tax recovered of £80, raised by the Friends of St.James’ which the PCC 
earmarked towards fitting of the west door exterior lantern and the purchase of a 125th Anniversary seat 
which has recently been installed on the south side of the church, with the balance carried forward to projects 
in 2016. The Friends of St.James’ financial transactions are recorded through the Restricted account along 
with those of the Social group and the HOPE committee.  
£1920 was raised by the HOPE Committee at fundraising events which has been donated to various mission 
partners and charities as detailed at note 13 on page 21.  
 
The Parochial Church Council would like to thank you all for your generous financial support during 2015. 
 
 
 
 
Approved by the PCC on _________________ and signed on their behalf by Revd Thomas Wharton 
(PCC Chairman) 
 
Signed:     Date:  



West End P.C.C of St.James'
Statement of Financial Activities 

For the year ending 31 December 2015 2015 2014
General 

Fund
General 

Fund
Hall      

Fund
Restricted 
Account Fees account

Consolidation 
adjustment Total Funds

Total 
Funds

Unrestricted Designated Designated Restricted Restricted (see note 15)
funds funds funds funds funds

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
INCOMING RESOURCES
Voluntary income 60,570 16,450 180 812 78,012 63,447
Church activities 10,710 7,608 3,856 21,522 -9,528 34,168 39,197
Activities for generating funds 3,523 4,250 7,773 8,450
Income from investments 26 2 3 31 50

TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES 74,829 16,450 7,790 8,921 21,522 -9,528 119,984 111,144

RESOURCES EXPENDED
Church activities 84,051 21,431 4,446 3,735 21,697 -9,528 125,832 104,574
Mission giving & donations 50 50 100
Costs of generating funds 859 344 1,203 2,152
Governance costs 420 420 420
Charitable activities 0 3,077 3,077 1458

TOTAL RESOURCES EXPENDED 85,380 21,431 4,446 7,156 21,697 -9,528 130,582 108,704

NET INCOMING/OUTGOING RESOURCES BEFORE TRANSFERS -10,551 -4,981 3,344 1,765 -175 0 -10,598 2,440

Transfers between funds
None 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Brought forward as at 1st January 2015 27,171 27,297 7,772 12,764 1,936 0 76,940 74,500

Carried forward as at 31st December 2015 16,620 22,316 11,116 14,529 1,761 0 66,342 76,940

Note:- A full analysis of the individual accounts are found on pages: 13 13 14 15 16
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West End PCC of St.James' 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2015
2015 2014

General General Hall Restricted Fees Total Total
Account Account Account Account Account Funds Funds

Unrestricted Designated Designated Restricted Restricted
Funds Funds Funds Funds Funds

£ £ £ £ £ £ £
Monetary Assets

Bank Current Account 15,269 0 4,011 5,821 1,761 26,862 25,854

Bank Liquidity Account 1,351 22,316 7,105 8,708 0 39,480 51,085

Total Monetary Assets 16,620 22,316 11,116 14,529 1,761 66,342 76,939

Debtors (See page 17)

HMRC Charities Tax claim 2,944 59 3,003 2,210
Church Hall Letting fees 196 196 362
Church Letting fees (band) 0 0 120

Total Debtors 2,944 0 196 59 0 3,199 2,692

Total Current Assets 19,564 22,316 11,312 14,588 1,761 69,541 79,631

Creditors (see page 17)
Southern Electricity 0 0 0 107
Total Gas & Power 0 0 0 317
St.James' Primary School 0 0 30
Independent Examiner fee 420 420 420
Payments due to Missions 206 206 1,233
Wedding deposits 1,761 1,761 1,620
Fees in advance 0 0 316
Church hall letting deposit 50 50 50
Total Creditors 420 0 50 206 1,761 2,437 4,093

NET CURRENT ASSETS 19,144 22,316 11,262 14,382 0 67,104 75,538

See note 1 and 2 

Non monetary assets
Inventory assets i.e furnishings, fittings and equipment including a Photcopier and various garden
machinery, for Ecclesiastical use, are vested in the Vicar and Churchwardens as custodian trustees.

Signed

David.J.Forster
Hon.Treasurer 14/02/2016
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West End P.C.C of St.James'
General Fund - Receipts and Payments Account (Unrestricted funds) 
For the year ended 31 December 2015 2015 2014

£ £ £ £

Receipts
Voluntary income

Planned giving - gift aided 27,985 27,957
Gift aid envelopes - one offs 2,502 1,654
Income tax recovered on gift aided giving 8,613 9,644
Planned giving - non-gift aided 5,143 6,267
Collections at services 6,743 7,193
Collections at Pathfinders 242 142
Legacy gifts 300 0
Donation - Hymn books 2,487 0
Grant - Guttering replacement 16,150 0
Donations 6,855 77,020 6,701 59,558

Church activities
Parish magazine sales & advertisements 3,177 3,193
Parochial fees 6,244 8,159
Heating fees 418 475
Video fees 50 140
Coffee bar sales 523 533
Trading (Books, Bands, Traidcraft commission) See note 3 298 10,710 268 12,768

Activities for generating funds
Christmas tree festival 0 3,088
Summer Fair 2015/Spring Fair 2014 0 1,902
Christmas Fair 2015/Harvest Fair 2014 2,338 0
Carnival barbeque 1,128 808
Other See note 4 57 3,523 253 6,051

Income from investments
Bank Interest 23 31
Dividend - war graves 3 26 13 44

TOTAL RECEIPTS 91,279 78,421

Payments
Church Activities 

Diocesan parish share See note 5 53,268 50,000
Churches Together/ Deanery Synod 30 105
Clergy expenses See note 6 919 807
Clerical registry fees & relief clergy 67 105
Reader training costs 271 216
Church running expenses - Insurance 2,818 2,725
Church running expenses - gas & electric See note 7 4,580 4,747
Church maintenance 3,004 1,948
Projects paid from Designated Legacy Fund See note 8 21,431 0
Upkeep of services 1,217 974
Upkeep of churchyard 279 63
Dividend (War graves) paid to Parish Council 3 13
Printing & paper - magazine & general 969 1,005
Organist & relief organists See note 6 3,935 4,170
Choir & music 500 208
Purchase hymn books 2,475 0
Purchase photocopier 5,585 0
Support costs - admin/stationery/copies See note 9 1,724 760
Support costs - Parish administrator 709 860
Support costs - Childrens work/Pathfinders 311 308
Children & Families outreach work 992 0
Catering supplies 350 249
Bank charges 45 105,482 49 69,312

Mission Giving & Donations
Donation - Mission work 50 50 100 100

Costs of generating funds
Fair, market & other fundraising costs See note 10 859 859 1,788 1,788

Governance costs
Account examination fees 420 420 420 420

TOTAL PAYMENTS 106,811 71,620

EXCESS (-SHORTFALL) RECEIPTS OVER PAYMENTS -15,532 6,801

Bank Account as at 1 January 2015 / 2014 54,468 47,667

Bank Account as at 31 December 2015 / 2014 38,936 54,468
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West End P.C.C of St.James'

Church Hall - Receipts and Payments Account (Designated funds)
For the year ended 31 December 2015

2015 2014

Receipts £ £ £ £

Church activities

Hall letting Fees 7,608 7,387

Security Deposits 0 7,608 50 7,437

Voluntary income

Donations 180 450

Income from investments

Bank Interest 2 2

Total Receipts 7,790 7,889

Payments
Church activities 

Church Hall running costs

Gas 1,001 1,242

Electricity 509 340

Water Rates 380 290

Insurance 313 303

Performing Right Licence 145 148

Refuse collection service 265 262

Sundries See note 12 330 1,764

Building repairs & maintenance See note 11 640 6,212

Cleaner 648 810

Cleaning Materials 128 131

Administration costs 47 74

Refund of security deposit 0 0
Bank Charges 40 4,446 40 11,616

Total Payments 4,446 11,616

Excess(-shortfall) Receipts over Payments 3,344 -3,727

Bank Account as at 1 January 2015 / 2014 7,772 11,499

Bank Account as at 31 December 2015 / 2014 11,116 7,772
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West End P.C.C of St.James'

Restricted Account - Receipts & Payments (Restricted Funds)
For the year ended 31 December 2015

2015 2014
£ £ £ £

Receipts
Voluntary income

Donations - Organ Fund 0 36
Donations - Flower Fund 112 111
Donations - HOPE work 210 10
Donations - Friends of St.James' (subs) 410 530
Income Tax recovered on Gift Aid-Friends donations 80 812 80 767

Church activities
Parochial Fees - Building & Fabric 416 500
Parochial Fees - Organ fund 840 1,600
Parochial Fees - Flower fund 1,320 2,190
Social Group receipts 682 637
Listed Place of Worship Grant Scheme (VAT) 598 3,856 0 4,927

Activities for generating funds
HOPE committee events 1,920 2,399
Friends fundraising events 2,330 4,250 2,672 5,071

Income from investments
Bank interest 3 4

TOTAL RECEIPTS 8,921 10,769

Payments
Church Activities 

Building & Fabric - building repairs/ maintenance 0 4,214
Friends of St.James' - 125th Anniversary seat 592 0
Friends of St.James' - Cost of new exterior lantern 232 925
Friends of St.James' - cost of refurbishment WW1 plaque 0 202
Social Group - cost of social events 664 637
Social Group - transfer of surplus to PCC general a/c 18 0
Flower Fund - cost of flowers etc 1,276 1,247
Organ Fund - organ tuning & repairs 497 662
Organ Fund - humidifier servicing & repairs 416 416
Bank charges 40 3,735 40 8,343

Fund-raising trading costs
HOPE committee fundraising costs 80 42
Friends of St.James' fundraising costs 264 344 322 364

Charitable Activities
HOPE - payments to mission partners & charities 3,077 1,458

(See note 13 for details)

TOTAL PAYMENTS 7,156 10,165

Excess (-Shortfall) Receipts over Payments 1,765 604

Bank account as at 1 January 2015 / 2014 12,764 12,160

Bank account as at 31 December 2015 /  2014 (Note 14) 14,529 12,764
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West End PCC of St.James' 

Fees Account - Receipts and Payments (Restricted Funds) (see note 15)
For the year ended 31 December 2015

2015 2014
£ £ £ £

Receipts
Church activities

WDBF (Priest Fees) 5,509 5,369
Other Priest Fees 678 1,452
Priests Travel fees 190 20
PCC Fees - General 6,162 8,241
PCC Fees - Heating 380 513
PCC Fees - Video 50 140
PCC - Wedding deposits collected 2,728 2,637
PCC Fees - Organ Fund 840 1,600
PCC Fees - Fabric Fund 416 500
PCC Fees - Flower Fund 1,320 2,190
Organist Fees 2,007 2,842
Verger Fees 1,242 1,825

TOTAL RECEIPTS 21,522 27,329

Payments
Church activities

WDBF (Priest Fees) 5,605 5,273
Other Priest Fees 678 1,452
Priests Travel fees 190 20
PCC Fees - General 6,244 8,159
PCC Fees - Heating 418 475
PCC Fees - Video 50 140
PCC Fees - Organ fund 840 1,600
PCC Fees - Fabric Fund 416 500
PCC Fees - Flower Fund 1,320 2,190
Organist Fees 2,070 2,721
Verger Fees 1,279 1,753
Wedding deposits redeemed 2,347 4,084
Cancelled wedding deposits trf to PCC 240 200

TOTAL PAYMENTS 21,697 28,567

Excess (-Shortfall) Receipts over payments -175 -1,238

Bank account as at 1 January 2015 / 2014 1,936 3,174

Bank account as at 31 December 2015 / 2014 1,761 1,936
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West End PCC of St.James' 

Analysis of Debtors 31/12/15

General Account
HMRC Charities -Tax recoverable on Gift aided donations - 4th quarter 2015 2,944.14

2,944.14
Hall account

2015 hire invoices:-
Invoice 15/065 dated 07/12/15 - Paula Medway/Zumba 126.00
Invoice 15/072 dated 15/12/15 - Paula Medway/Zumba 70.00

196.00

Restricted Account
HMRC Charities -Tax recoverable on Gift aided donations - 4th quarter 2015 58.75

58.75

Total Debtors as at 31/12/15 3,198.89

Analysis of Creditors 31/12/15

General Account
Independent Examiners Ltd - Fee for 2015 review 420.00

420.00

Hall Account
Church hall letting deposit - Paula Medway/Zumba - paid 7/6/14 50.00

50.00

Restricted Account
Balance of HOPE Committee fundraising to be paid 2016 206.41

206.41

Fees account
Advance Wedding Deposits 2016-2017 1,761.00

1,761.00

Total Creditors as at 31/12/15 2,437.41
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West End PCC of St.James’  - Notes to the financial statements 
 
For the year ended 31 December 2015 
 
1. Accounting Policies 
The Financial statements of the PCC have been prepared in accordance with the Church Accounting 
Regulations 2006 together with applicable accounting standards. In preparing the financial statements the 
PCC follows best practice as laid down in the Statement of Recommended Practice “Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities” (SORP 2005). 
 
The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost basis of accounting in accordance with 
the Charities Act 2011 and in accordance with applicable accounting standards, except for the valuation of 
investment assets, which are shown at market value. The financial statements include all transactions, assets 
and liabilities for which the PCC is responsible in law. They do not include the accounts of church groups 
that owe their main affiliation to another body, nor those that are informal gatherings of church members.  
 
Funds 
Unrestricted funds represent the funds of the PCC that are not subject to any restrictions regarding their use 
and are available for application to the general purposes of the PCC. These include funds designated for a 
particular purpose by the PCC.  
 
Restricted funds represent donations or grants received for a specific object or invited by the PCC for a 
specific object. The funds may only be expended on the specific object for which they were given. Any 
balance remaining unspent at the end of each year must be carried forward as a balance on that fund. The 
PCC does not normally invest separately for each fund.    
 
Incoming resources  
 
Planned giving, collections and donations are recognized when received. Tax refunds are recognized when 
the incoming resource to which they relate is received. Grants and legacies are accounted for when the PCC 
is legally entitled to the amounts due. Dividends are accounted for when receivable, interest is accrued. All 
other income is recognized when it is receivable. All incoming resources are accounted for gross. 
 
Resources expended  
 
Grants and donations are accounted for when paid over, or when awarded, if that award creates a binding or 
constructive obligation on the PCC. The diocesan share is accounted for when due. Amounts received 
specifically for mission are dealt with as restricted funds. All other expenditure is generally recognized when 
it incurred and is accounted for gross. 
 
Balance Sheet 
 
The following assets are recognized but not necessarily valued in the Balance Sheet:- 
 
Consecrated and beneficed property is excluded from the accounts by s.10(2) of the Charities Act 2011. 
 
Moveable church furnishings held by the vicar and churchwardens on special trust for the PCC and which 
require a faculty for disposal are inalienable property and listed in the church’s inventory, which can be 
inspected (at any reasonable time). All expenditure incurred during the year on consecrated or benefice 
buildings and moveable church furnishings, whether maintenance or improvement, is written off as 
expenditure in the SOFA and separately disclosed. 
 
Other fixtures, fittings and office equipment where the PCC is free to dispose of such assets without faculty 
and where the original cost exceeded £1,000. 
 
Investments are valued at market value at 31 December. 
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The following assets are recognized and a monetary value given as part of the description in the Balance 
Sheet:- 
 
Amounts owing from the Inland Revenue where a formal claim has been made. 
 
Any other amounts owing to the PCC including Church Hall lettings and insurance claims. 
 
Legacies where formal notification of entitlement and amount has been received at 31 December by the 
PCC.           
 
Closing bank balances as shown in the receipts and payment accounts. 
 
The following liabilities are recognized in the Balance Sheet:- 
 
Any loans or overdrafts advanced to the PCC. 
 
Creditors for goods and services where the supply has been received but not invoiced by 31 December. 
  
Payments due to Mission partners/Charities where fundraising events have taken place as part of the current 
yearly projects but not yet paid out to the missions/charities.  
 
Fees for Pastoral services conducted (Marriages and Funerals) but not yet paid out. 
 
Advance Marriage fees collected for payment out in the next financial year. 
 
2. Investments 
 
There is a total value of £ 187,334.90 (£179,264.99 - 2014) invested with the Central Board of Finance of the 
Church of England. This relates to the old West End National School. This investment is for the purpose of 
St.James’ Primary School, West End only AND CANNOT BE USED BY THE CHURCH. The trustees of 
this investment are the Vicar and the Churchwardens. The investments are valued at market value at 31st 
December 2014. 
 
3.Church Activities - Trading  
            2015       2014  
Traidcraft commission   £         36  £       24  
Sale of books,cards & diaries  £         22  £      24 
Hire of church for band concerts  £       240  £     220  
Total     £       298  £    268 
 
 
4.Activites for generating funds - other 
            2015       2014  
Late sales for 2013 Christmas Mkt £           0  £      53  
Concert     £         57  £    200 
Total     £         57  £    253 
 
 
 
 
5. Diocesan Parish Share  
 
The 2015 parish share of £ 53,268.00 was paid in full.  
For 2015 the parish share was calculated at Deanery level under a new system which takes into account the 
Church Membership of a parish and the Affluence category  of  the parish (for St.James' category D - evenly 
placed). 
 
 
 



Page 20  

 

6. Payments to PCC Members  
 
The following payments have been made to PCC members during the year:- 
 
Revd.T.Wharton  £    522   for expenses of office   (£    807 in 2014) 
Revd. L.Galvin  £    397  for expenses of office  (£        0 in 2014) 
Mr.G.Kidd  £ 1,760  for Organist service fees (£    420 in 2014) 
Mr.A.Jenkins   £    350  for Organist service fees (£      90 in 2014) 
   
No other payments or expenses were paid to any other PCC member, persons closely connected to them or 
related parties. No material transaction took place between the PCC and a PCC member or any person 
connected to them. 
 
 
7. Church Running Expenses – Gas & Electricity 
 
           2015       2014 
Gas      £   3,028  £  3,727 
Electricity    £   1,552  £  1,020 
Total     £   4,580  £  4,747 
 
8. Payments made from Legacy funds 
 
            2015       2014 
Vestry refurbishment   £     3,229  £          0 
West wall repairs   £   18,202                       £          0 
Total     £   21,431  £          0 
 
 
9. Support Costs – Administration & Stationery 
 
           2015      2014  
Stationery/Photocopy ink  £      164  £    138  
Postage     £        73  £      45  
Photocopying    £        31   £        0 
Display signs & welcome group items £          0   £    331 
Weekly & Gift aid envelopes  £        93   £    168 
Health & safety forms    £          0   £      44 
Other     £        40   £      34 
Dropbox/website costs    £      135  £        0 
Music Director advert expenses  £      636  £        0 
Wifi/dongle    £      114  £        0 
Retirement gifts    £      138  £        0 
Training course fees   £      300  £        0 
Total     £   1,724  £    760 
 
 
10.Fundraising trading costs 
 
           2015      2014 
Spring Fair    £          0  £    138 
Summer Fair    £          0  £        0 
Carnival barbeque    £      437  £    255  
Autumn concert    £          0  £        0 
Christmas Market   £      422  £        0  
Christmas Tree Festival   £          0  £  1,395 
Total     £      859   £  1,788 
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11. Church Hall building repairs & maintenance 
 
                   2015       2014  
Light bulbs      £         25  £        0 
Shed roof repairs     £         72  £        0  
Floor reseal     £       530  £        0 
Reseal front windows & new kitchen door £           0  £    640 
Waterseal front wall    £           0  £    140  
Waterproofing of front coping stones  £           0  £ 2,155 
Roof insulation     £           0  £    520 
Renew main door frames & glass    £           0  £ 2,700 
Miscellaneous     £         13  £      57 
Total      £       640  £ 6,212 
 
 
12 Church Hall Sundry costs 

       2015                        2014 
New shed and gate    £          0  £    416 
Loop & sound system installation  £    0  £ 1,000 
Loop & sound system survey   £          0  £    269  
Water Urn     £          0  £      36  
New door lock      £          0  £      43 
Hand drier - ladies    £      330  £        0 
Total      £      330  £ 1,764 
 
 
13. Analysis of payments made to Missions partners and Charities from Restricted funds 
 
2015       2014 
The Salvation Army   £   227  The Salvation Army  £   115 
The Society of St.James’  £   184  The Society of St.James’ £     58 
Two Saints    £   139  Two Saints   £     67 
Crisis UK    £   176  Crisis UK   £     86 
Christian Aid    £   210  Christian Aid   £       0 
Eastleigh Bukedi link   £   241  Eastleigh Bukedi link  £       0 
Farm Africa     £       0  Farm Africa   £   398 
Operation Mobilisation   £       0  Operation Mobilisation  £   174 
Mision Mexico    £   950  Mision Mexico   £   250 
Amos Trust     £   950  Amos Trust    £   250 
Embrace the Middle East  £        0  Embrace the Middle East £      60  
Total                 £3,077  Total     £1,458 
 
 
 
14. Analysis of Restricted Account balance 
 
Balance by fund:-           2015         2014 
Building & Fabric    £   4,411   £   3,434 
Friends of St.James'   £   3,572   £   1,841 
Flower Fund    £   1,986   £   1,829 
Missions/HOPE    £      206   £   1,233 
Music Fund    £      895   £      895 
Organ Fund    £   3,104   £   3,177 
Children’s Work   £      355   £      355 
Total     £ 14,529   £ 12,764 
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15. Consolidation adjustment: Fees account (Restricted funds)  
 
This account is specifically used to record the collection of fees due for marriages and funerals. The receipts 
are collected into this account and then payments made to the various recipients of these fees. This account is 
also used to record deposits taken for future marriage bookings. The PCC’s portion of these fees are then 
transferred into the relevant account (see general and restricted accounts). In order to avoid the reporting of 
income and expenditure twice, an adjustment column has been added to the Statement of Financial Activities 
(SOFA) to adjust for this. 
 
16. Risk Assessment 
 
The PCC actively reviews the major risks which the church faces on a regular basis and believe that 
maintaining reserves, combined with the annual review of the controls over key financial systems carried out 
on an annual basis will provide sufficient resources in the event of adverse conditions. The PCC have also 
examined the operational and business risk which they face and confirm that they have established systems 
to mitigate the significant risks. 
 
17. Reserves policy 
 
The PCC has not adopted a formal policy on reserves but receipts and payments are reviewed on a 
bi-monthly basis by the PCC. 
 
18. Public Benefit 
 
The PCC acknowledges its requirement to demonstrate clearly that it must have charitable purposes or ‘aims’ 
that are for the public benefit. Details of how the charity has achieved this are provided in the PCC annual 
report. The PCC confirm that they have paid due regard to the Charity Commission guidance on public 
benefit before deciding what activities they should undertake. 
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VICAR’S REPORT 
 
2015 was the 125th year of our current church of St. James West End, an occasion marked by a weekend 
of celebrations organised by the Friends. Although I will give a visual presentation at the Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting, I would just like to mention a few things in this brief written report. 
 
Sadly we saw the retirement of Martin Hall due to ill health. I would like to express my thanks to Martin for 
all his dedicated work and skill leading the choir and music over the past years. Martin added much to the 
musical life of St. James’ and we celebrated his gifts with a short performance of music including some of 
his own compositions played by composer David Thorne. During 2015 we were also delighted to welcome 
Graham Kidd as our new music director and we are very much benefitting from the gifts and energy he 
brings to the choir and musical life of St. James’. 
 
It was a joy to welcome Linda Galvin as our Assistant Curate. Linda’s first Sunday coincided with our parish 
vision day and was a fitting occasion as we both celebrated Linda’s arrival and listened and prayed 
together to discern our priorities for the future. Linda’s ministry has been very well received and her gifts 
have benefitted St. James’ in many ways.  
 
Arising out of our vision day we produced our first Parish Mission Action Plan or pMAP. This document set 
out four main priorities for the years ahead with an achievable plan of action and timescale for each priority 
to be followed through. We are currently making good progress with these 4 priorities (see below) and as 
such it will be necessary to revisit and revise our pMAP for the future. 
 
Our four pMAP priorities as of 9th October 2015: 
 
• To nurture faith and discipleship across our parish through a varied programme 
• To introduce new worship for those new to church and provide a welcoming space for the younger 

generation.  
• Develop loving faith and action to make a transforming difference in our local communities. 
• Develop an ongoing stewardship programme that develops people’s gifts and encourages 

generosity in our giving and stewardship of our resources. 
 
I am very grateful to everyone at St. James’ who gives of their time and talents and so makes our church 
the vibrant and welcoming place it is. I thank you all for your support, your faith, your energy and 
commitment, in whatever way you contribute to the life of St. James’. There is much to be thankful for and 
to celebrate. Our shared Christian calling as Baptized members of the body of Christ, is to be confident in 
our hope, confident in our faith in Jesus Christ and to express that hope and faith through engaging 
worship, through overflowing generosity and through loving action. 
 
My thanks and prayers to you all. 
Thomas 
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Reports from Churchwardens and other organisations associated with St James 
(Please note that any accounts mentioned hereafter do not form part of the audited accounts) 
 
CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT ON THE FABRIC AND FURNISHINGS OF THE CHURCH 
 

We are pleased to report that a continuing programme of maintenance has ensured that, compliant with our 
statutory obligations, our place of worship remains accessible to all. 

Once again we extend our thanks to our extremely able Building Officer, Noel Becket, who has ensured 
that a programme of planned preventative maintenance work has taken place.  These works include the 
following: 

 Heater installed in Stay & Play shed  
 Wiring to outside lights replaced around east end of church  
 Lower gutters and downpipes cleared and checked  
 Internal plaster on west wall removed and re-plastered after fall of old plaster.   (Opportunity 
 also taken to colour it white) 
 West window cleaned inside and out 
 Vestries converted into dual purpose office and meeting room 
 New carpets and furniture installed 
 Carpet installed behind organ 
 Vestment chest moved to back of church 
 Central heating in Church and Hall serviced 
 North roof cleared of moss and hidden gullies cleared  
 Church and Hall – Fire Extinguishers serviced 
 New west lantern installed  
 Bench installed on south path  
 Storage heater fitted in vestry office  
 Water heater fitted in choir vestry  
 Photocopier installed in office 
 All electrical items PAT tested 
 Quinquennial electrical system survey carried out 
 Hall drains checked and cleared  
 Organ tuned by Griffiths and Coop 
 Organ humidifier and blower serviced twice 

 

We would like to extend grateful thanks to the team of volunteers who do so much behind the scenes.   

Helen Wiseman / Janet Barrett 

 
CHURCHES TOGETHER 

The Churches Together Group for Hedge End, West End and Botley continues to meet every two months.  
The Group’s function is to get together and exchange information with the aim of identifying opportunities 
for cooperation between the various churches.  Long standing joint ventures like Street Pastors and the 
Food Bank continue and still need as much support as we can give them.  During the year, new activities in 
the form of Healing on the Streets (“HOTS”) and joint training to make our churches dementia friendly have 
appeared and some discussion has taken place on ways of bringing a Christian presence to the new estate 
development at Boorley Green. 

Over the last year, I have been encouraged by the much greater signs of life that have emerged from the 
Anglican churches but some of the leaders of the other more “traditional" denominations are struggling to 
cope with spreading their efforts over a greater number of church communities. 

Geoff Holden 
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DEANERY SYNOD REPORT 

There have been four meetings of the Deanery Synod since last April.  In the first there was the start of the 
perennial discussions on Parish Shares, the outcome of which determines how much each church gives to 
the central finance pool.  There was also a presentation on “ARK” (Acts of Random Kindness) which is now 
likely to result in ARK expanding further into Chandlers Ford. 

In subsequent meetings, much time and discussion has been spent in reporting on the Deanery and Parish 
Mission Action Plans (dMAP’s and pMAP’s) and their implementation.  In addition, there have been 
presentations on “The Vision for the Diocesan School of Mission” by Paul Moore at the October meeting 
and on the “FLEDGE” project which aims to help the young homeless of Eastleigh to find a place to live at 
the most recent February meeting. 

One of the responsibilities of Deanery Synod representatives is to take part in the three-yearly ballot which 
determines which lay persons should represent the Diocese at the General Synod, the primary policy 
making body of the Church of England.  The following persons were elected in 2015: Simon Clift of 
Southampton, Alison Coulter of Winchester, Christine Fry of Chineham, Jay Greene of Romsey and Lucy 
Moore of Bishopstoke.  Their contact details are on the Diocese web site if you have any strong views on 
particular issues. 

Geoff Holden, David Forster 
Deanery Synod Representatives 
 
SAFEGUARDING REPORT 

‘We have to be primarily about developing a culture in our churches that recognises safeguarding is a 
gospel issue because it is about human wellbeing and wholeness.  We have to develop a culture that is 
both welcoming of all and in such a way that it is safe for all. This has to be about our day to day, week by 
week practice in our parishes. Awareness, vigilance, care all matter’.  (Paul Butler, Lead CofE Bishop for 
Safeguarding) 

The Ministry Team and PCC of St James’ Church continue to be committed to the safeguarding of all 
young persons and vulnerable adults attending or visiting our church; to ensuring all persons working on 
behalf of St James’ Church have been appropriately screened via the Government Disclosure and Barring 
Service or through completing a Self-Declaration as per Winchester Diocese recommendations. 

St James’ ‘Policy for Safeguarding of Vulnerable Adults’ and ‘Child Protection Policy’ were readopted by 
the PCC; copies are displayed on noticeboard in church. 

Rev Thomas Wharton and the Church Wardens are asked to ensure all key-holders complete a key-holder 
form; also when recruiting volunteer or paid workers that Diocesan Safe Recruitment Guidelines are 
correctly followed. 

Diocesan Safeguarding Newsletters and Manuals are available to view at: 
http://windiocese.wpengine.com/resources/safeguarding/ 

In 2015 all Ministry Team members were reminded that they are required to attend study days on Child 
Protection, protection of Vulnerable Adults and Domestic Violence Awareness every 3 years. 

Anyone wishing to discuss a concern can contact me on: 07842244876 and I will strive to return your call 
within 24-48hours. 

Safeguarding concerns can be escalated to the Diocese (24hr service) 01962 737317 

Or email: safeguarding@winchester.anglican.org 

In an emergency situation please phone 999 

Carol Kidd 
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FLOWER ARRANGERS’ REPORT 

The start of the year was quiet for us with mostly greenery for our displays, although from springtime 
onwards we were all planning our themes for the 125 year celebration of St James’ Church in October.  
However there was a lot to do before that with many weddings during the year and Easter, Summer Fete, 
and welcoming our new Curate.   
We had lovely daffodils arrangements for Easter, along with brilliant flowers and lots of bread, corn, and 
mice for the children to spot.  A beautiful display of lilies was arranged in memory of our loved ones that 
had departed, and a lovely cross arrangement was created by members of the congregation each adding a 
flower on Easter Sunday, and this was displayed next to the main road and admired by many people, and 
certainly made a statement.   
The next challenge was a sensory wedding for a young man with sight problems who wanted memories of 
his wedding with smell. So we had lots of hyacinths and freesias and the church looked lovely for the 
couple, as well as smelling beautiful. 
In July we were ready to welcome Linda our new curate, and again we had lovely displays of flowers and a 
party which was very enjoyable. 
The next event was the marriage of two of our choir members, Scott and Sarah; we were all involved and 
the church looked like a flower garden - very beautiful.  The wedding was lovely and we were all invited to a 
very enjoyable evening reception. 
During all this we had the added problem of disguising the scaffolding over the main door, and this involved 
a gazebo with fairy lights, and some lovely bunting, which did make it less intrusive. 
As September crept in we had a few meetings to decide on the big anniversary weekend, for which it had 
been decided to have flowers through the decades. This was a big challenge, but oh how everyone came 
up trumps, it was spectacular with the most amazing displays from the Victorian area right through to the 
Millennium and beyond.  We also asked for Wedding dresses and photographic memories over the 
decades and the congregation were most generous, with wedding photos helping to make a stunning 
display in the Lady Chapel.  As you moved round the church, there were displays of flowers from the 
20/30s then the 40s (only veg and fruit in that one), then on to the 50s with a replica of the Queen’s 
bouquet and her crown,  created in flowers, which was amazing, and finally the Millennium dome.  There 
were many more displays, too many to mention here, all of which were very creative and wonderful.  It was 
very hard work, and we are so lucky to have such a dedicated group of ladies giving their time for St 
James’.  Christmas again was lovely with a Red and Gold theme this year; there was a wedding right after 
the Christmas celebrations so they loved the colourful church decorations and the flower arrangements. 
So there we are, a report in short form from the Flower Arrangers.  We are again ready for another busy 
year, with weddings, anniversaries, and music event and of course looking forward to the Christmas tree 
festival.  We are always looking for more help in our little group and as usual if interested please do get in 
touch with any of us.   
 
June Holloway 
 
FRIENDS OF ST JAMES 

Committee: Rev T Wharton, H Wiseman, J Barrett, J Holloway, F Weston, C Kidd 
2015 fundraising events included: 
Open Garden, August Concert, Annual Quiz & Curry night and the special week-end celebration in October 
for St James’ Church 125th Anniversary. 
For the Friends 4th birthday in June an ‘Open Church’ venture preceded a talk on the history of the organ 
by Ashley MacFarlane- Watt, followed by a tea and well attended ‘Favourite Hymns of Praise’ service. 
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The Friends Committee wish to record thank you to Noel Becket for his support and advice and also a huge 
thank you to one of our founding members Julia George for her enthusiasm and tireless support over the 
last 4 years. Before she moved away Julia acted as treasurer and membership secretary and was always 
active in suggesting ideas for, and organising and helping at, fund-raising activities / events.  David Forster 
has now kindly agreed to be in charge of keeping the accounts, the committee are seeking a new 
membership secretary. 
All, subscribers and non-subscribers are welcome to attend any advertised planning meeting / events. 
Annual Subscription remains at £10, new subscriptions welcomed. 
Fund-raising generated in 2015 has been used to fix in place the West Door Lantern (purchased by the 
Friends in 2014) also to purchase a seat for the south church yard to commemorate the 125th Anniversary. 
Balance in account at end of December 2015: £3,571.60. 
Monies are to be used as directed by the PCC to maintain and enhance the beauty of the church and hall 
buildings, and surrounding grounds, as per the constitution. 
Thank you to all who have contributed to our fundraising in any way in 2015. 
Carol Kidd: Chair of the Friends of St James’ Church 
 

HOME and STUDY GROUPS  

The home group meeting at Hilldene Way did a course on the prophet Isaiah.  One Pilgrim group of 8 
people met and followed a course on the Lord's prayer and the 10 Commandments. 

One Explore Group met (a new 3 session introductory course for those considering Baptism or 
Confirmation) 

We ran the Diocese Lent Course in the church hall (average number of 30 attendees) which explored the 
Benedictine Way and what a rule of life might look like today. 

Pat & Mike Rayner 
 
HOPE COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
H HOME 
O OVERSEAS 
P PARTNERSHIP 
E EDUCATION 

The HOPE Committee continues to raise awareness and funds for our chosen charities both here in the UK 
and abroad.    In September, our programme of support for Mision Mexico and the Amos Trust came to an 
end and the PCC approved our recommendation that in future, funds raised are split three ways between 
an international charity, a national charity and a Pot of Hope for projects in our immediate area.   

Last year our fund raising events included a Brunch, Skittles evening, Barbecue and Harvest lunch.  In 
addition there was a Lent Appeal in aid of our Deanery link with Bukedi,  support for Christian Aid, The 
Children’s Society and, The Salvation Army, The Society of St. James’, Two Saints and Crisis UK from the 
proceeds of our Charity Christmas Card.   

A special thank you must go to Barbara McDowell, who resigned from the Committee in December for all 
her work over the years as our Children’s Society Co-ordinator, and we are very grateful to Jan Barrett who 
has taken over this role. We were also pleased to welcome Kate Badcock as a new committee member. 

My thanks as always go to all the Committee for their hard work throughout the year and the many people 
who support our events.   

Fiona Weston 
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MUSIC  

This year saw a period of change within the musical life of St. James’. Sadly, our previous director of music, 
Martin Hall, stepped down from his role in March due to ill health. We thank him for the hard work that he 
did here at West End over 10 years and we keep him in our thoughts and prayers. It is good that he has 
been able to attend a few evening services since standing down. 

There then followed six months of ‘guest organists’ and I am sure that the choir would like me to thank 
Geoff Holden for stepping into the breach and taking choir practices during the musical interregnum. 

Since September, I have been the director of music and I play for a large proportion of the services, as well 
as taking weekly choir practice and doing administrative duties such as preparing the monthly music list 
and booking organists for occasions when I am away. I would like to record my thanks to all the organists 
who willingly come to play at our church, in particular to Ashley and Alan from our own church community 
and to John Dover too. 

Since September, the musical life of the church has been moving onwards. Of particular note was the Sung 
Evensong for Harvest with anthem, the Advent Carol Service, when our choir was augmented by singers 
from St. Andrew’s Hamble and St. John’s Hedge End. Finally, the annual Lessons and Carols service just 
before Christmas was well received; the choir performing with harp accompaniment and singing various 
carols which included one of Martin’s arrangements which he wrote for this church and an arrangement by 
Sir David Willcocks, who passed away in the autumn. Sir David was responsible for many of the famous 
descants that we hear at Christmas time. 

Projects for 2016 include further collaborations with other local church choirs and a special service of Music 
and Readings for Palm Sunday, including movements from the setting of the Requiem by John Rutter. 

Thank you to the choir for their hard work this year and thanks to Thomas and Linda for their continued 
support to the musical life of St. James’. A final thanks to our organ builders Griffiths and Co who keep the 
organ in fine tune! 

Graham Kidd 

 

PATHFINDERS REPORT 

Pathfinders continue to meet regularly in the church hall, we have 15 children on the register. Our aim is to 
encourage children to explore our Christian faith and gain a deeper understanding of the Bible stories. We 
use a range of activities to help us and material published in Roots, each session includes our opening 
song, a reading from the bible, craft, prayers and activities then we join the congregation in church for a 
blessing. The children enjoy telling the congregation what they have been talking about and showing what 
they have made. 
We continued to run our Easter and Christmas activity mornings which once again proved to be popular 
and attracted both regular and new children from across our parish. On Good Friday we made bracelets 
and each colour bead we used to make the bracelets corresponded with a different part of the story, then 
we learnt about the special meal Jesus shared with his friends, we shared juice and bread and then 
decorated party bags. Before our egg hunt in church we made beautiful cross pictures out of used matches, 
the morning ended with a short service followed by hot cross buns. At Christmas we used the nativity 
figures to tell the story and our activities included painting stained glass angels, we also played a game of 
how many people can you it on a donkey and then the children became shepherds and got into teams then 
they had to get their sheep through an obstacle course with hockey sticks, finally we dipped fruit into melted 
chocolate and put into gift boxes as we thought of the wise men before we had a short service in church 
followed by mince pies in the hall. 
Our Messy Church family events included a pancake party during Lent which had several activities set up 
in church including spinning crosses made from two A5 crosses, on one cross families were encouraged to 
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draw things that were important to them and on the other cross write the name Jesus in the centre. When 
they are stuck onto a pencil and spun Jesus appears in the centre of their favourite things. We also made 
rock cakes as we thought about Jesus being tempted in the wilderness before sharing a pancake tea 
together.  Then we celebrated the birthday of the church with Pizza at Pentecost, again there were several 
activities set up around the church which families were free to explore before a tea of delicious pizza. At the 
end of October we held a light party which was a new event for us and proved to be very popular, as 
families arrived the paths were lit with candles and the church was lit with fairy lights, once again families 
listened to a short story before visiting various craft stations including glass lanterns, apple bobbing, face 
painting and hoopla, children were issued with tickets which they could exchange for drinks, jellies and 
cakes.  These events are an important part of our outreach and bring in families and children from across 
our parish. 
The year ended with our Christingle service on Christmas eve in support of the Children’s Society, once 
again the church was full of excited children some dressed as angels, shepherds and kings we even had 
two Mary’s all ready to participate in the Christmas story before the Christingle candles were lit and the 
lights dimmed, a lovely start to Christmas celebrations. 
I would like to say thank you to everyone who has supported our work throughout the year. 
Janet Barrett 

 
ST JAMES PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Our link with St. James’ school continues to grow and develop. We have three active Foundation 
Governors serving on the school’s governing body: Karen Wiseman who is chair of governors, Lisa 
Fletcher and Revd Thomas Wharton who serves as ex-officio. Michelle Marsh who is the relatively new 
Head-teacher is leading the school with energy and vision and her efforts were rewarded during 2015 with 
a ‘Good with Outstanding features’ report from the Ofsted inspection. The staff who all worked hard to 
produce this result were congratulated and it has been a good year from a morale point of view. September 
2015 saw the new intake for Reception year increase from 2 form to 3 form entry. In the long term this 
means the numbers of pupils attending St. James’ will gradually increase over the years to reflect 3 form 
entry across the school. As such plans have been made and approved to start extending the school with 
new classrooms and a new hall. More detailed building plans are available from the school. 
Pupils at St. James’ visit our church at least once a term for school worship. Thomas and Linda lead 
collective worship in school every fortnight and have also led RE lessons and arranged special visits by 
classes to church. The Year 5 visit to church also was greatly enjoyed by staff and pupils. We look forward 
to developing our links further with the school in 2016 and are working closely with Mrs Marsh and the staff 
as we prepare for the SIAMS church schools inspection due to take place soon. 
 

ST JAMES’ SOCIAL GROUP REPORT 

Once again the Group has had a successful year, the numbers for events have remained constant although 
the personnel has slightly changed, and for the teas from July we have not used the One Community Bus. 
The teas have followed the same format as previously, with some form of activity such as bingo, beetle, a 
quiz or word game, with a Word Search on the table for those who wish to do before the tea begins.  Food 
has been well received with the emphasis being on homemade cakes and savouries and a variety of fillings 
for rolls or sandwiches. The three outings were enjoyed. We revisited Golden Acres in May and Wilton in 
November, and went to the Osborne View with a quick trip to Lee on Solent in July. We have been able to 
keep the price of the teas to £3.50; we can see no reason to increase this for 2016, as we do not think, at 
this time, there will be a need to use the One Community Bus for picking up guests.  We do plan on at least 
three trips, which have become lunch outings, when the bus will be used. We look forward to another year 
of reaching out into the community. 

Margaret Baker 
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SO18 Big Local 

SO18 Big Local has been given £1M of Lottery funding for use in 10 years to establish community projects 
and support for residents in areas of Harefield, Midanbury and Townhill Farm that have been identified as 
regions with special needs.  We are now approaching the start of Year 4  

SO18 BL funds small grant projects within the defined geographical area eg for Scout Groups, pre-schools 
and schools.  It also finances the work of procured groups to improve the quality of people’s lives and 
promoting community spirit. 

Funding in Year 3 has been for: Carers Together & Frontline Debt Counselling (both of which hold sessions 
in Harefield Surgery); Young Carers; Youth Work; IT training and clubs; SARC (Soton Advice and 
Representation Centre) ; SCPA (Soton Children’s Play Asssociation) and Rape Crisis. 

Year 3 saw the formation of the SO18 Wellbeing Sub-group which provides regular opportunities for 
representatives from organisations that we fund to network with each other and with other health and 
wellbeing agencies e.g. Autism Hampshire, Health Trainers, Time-banking and Capable Creatures 
amongst others. Representatives from agencies linked with Bettercare Southampton also attend. 

In October 2015 the first Wellbeing Fun Day was held at Townhill Park Junior School. 

At the start of the Autumn Term 2015 there were drastic cuts to the bus service in Harefield and SO18 Big 
Local liaised with residents, Woodlands School, local councillors and the bus company to try and resolve 
the issue.  A public meeting was attended by more than 100 local residents. 

The opening of ‘Harefield Hub’ in 47 Melchet Road has created a community space for activities and 
networking.  It is regularly open on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 10am - 12noon - you might like to 
pop in to see what goes on and have a cup of coffee on Tuesday mornings? 

Free copies of the bi-monthly Community Newsletters are placed at the back of the church and the long-
awaited SO18 Big Local web-site will soon be up and running. 

Brenda Holden 

 
Pastoral Care 
 
During most of 2015 the pastoral group has not met due to various circumstances, but we have continued 
to organise and offer Home Communions, home visits and keeping an eye on pastoral matters as they 
arise. During 2015 the number of regular visits and services led in local care homes have increased and 
have been greatly appreciated by residents and staff. Brenda Holden with the help of Linda Galvin have 
organised much of our care home visits. At Dawson Lodge 2 services are now held monthly, one with Holy 
Communion and one a service of the Word. A new monthly Communion service is now led at Sunnycroft 
care home with other regular services taking place at Lincoln Court and Glenside. On special seasons such 
as Christmas and Easter, services are offered at Oaklands on Allington Lane and other care homes, not to 
forget St. James’ lunch club. 


