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HYMN: 232 The head that once was crowned with thorns 
 
The head that once was crowned with thorns 
is crowned with glory now; 
a royal diadem adorns 
the mighty Victor’s brow. 

The highest place that Heaven affords 
is his, is his by right, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
and Heaven’s eternal Light. 

The joy of all who dwell above, 
the joy of all below; 
to whom he demonstrates his love 
and grants his name to know. 

To them the cross, with all its shame, 
with all its grace is given; 
their name, an everlasting name, 
their joy, the joy of Heaven. 

They suffer with their Lord below, 
they reign with him above; 
their profit and their joy to know 
the mystery of his love. 

The cross he bore is life and health, 
though shame and death to him; 
his people’s hope, his people’s wealth, 
their everlasting theme. 

Thomas Kelly (1765-1855) 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you.  
and also with you. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.   
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 



 
The minister invites the people to reflect on their sins.   
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  
Amen.  

 

Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
     
THE GLORIA is sung. 
 
THE COLLECT 
O God the King of glory, 
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 
and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before,  
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING: Acts 16:16-34  

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination and 
brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she followed Paul and us, she 
would cry out, ‘These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of 
salvation.’ 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the 
spirit, ‘I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’ And it came out that very hour. 
19 But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 
dragged them into the market-place before the authorities. 20When they had brought them before the 
magistrates, they said, ‘These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and are advocating customs 



that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.’ 22The crowd joined in attacking them, and 
the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After 
they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep 
them securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their 
feet in the stocks. 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were 
unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and 
was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in a 
loud voice, ‘Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.’ 29The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he 
fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved?’ 31They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.’ 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33At the same 
hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized 
without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire 
household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
HYMN: 231 Look, ye saints, the sight is glorious 
 
Look, you saints, the sight is glorious! 
see the man of sorrows now 
from the fight returned victorious 
every knee to him shall bow: 
Crown him! crown him! crown him! crown him! 
crowns befit the victor's brow. 
 
Crown the saviour, angels, crown him! 
rich the trophies Jesus brings; 
in the seat of power enthrone him 
while the vault of heaven rings: 
Crown him! crown him! crown him! crown him! 
crown the saviour King of kings. 
 
Sinners in derision crowned him, 
mocked the dying saviour's claim; 
saints and angels crowd around him, 
sing his triumph, praise his name: 
Crown him! crown him! crown him! crown him! 
spread abroad the victor's fame. 
 
Hear the shout as he is greeted, 
hear those loud triumphant chords! 
Jesus Christ in glory seated 
O what joy the sight affords! 
Crown him! crown him! crown him! crown him! 
King of kings, and Lord of lords! 



 
John Marriott (1780 – 1825) 
 
GOSPEL READING: John 17: 20-end 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one: 
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.  Revelation 1:17,18 
Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their 
word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given 
them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may become 
completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I 
am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the 
world. 
25 ‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent 
me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you 
have loved me may be in them, and I in them.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
APOSTLES CREED      
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 



   
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Response: 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers for the sake of Your Son,  
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
Amen 
 

THE PEACE 

 

The minister introduces the peace.  
Alleluia! The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
HYMN: 362 Come let us join our cheerful songs 
 
Come, let us join our cheerful songs 
With angels round the throne; 
Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
But all their joys are one. 

“Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, 
“To be exalted thus!” 
“Worthy the Lamb,” our hearts reply, 
“For He was slain for us!” 

Jesus is worthy to receive 
Honor and pow’r divine; 
And blessings more than we can give 
Be, Lord, forever Thine. 

Let all that dwell above the sky, 
And air and earth and seas, 
Conspire to lift Thy glories high, 
And speak Thine endless praise! 

The whole creation joins in one, 
To bless the sacred name 
Of Him who sits upon the throne, 
And to adore the Lamb. 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 



THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

The Lord is here.   

His Spirit is with us. 

 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

The president praises God for his mighty acts and we respond: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The president recalls the Last Supper. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died:  

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

The Prayer continues.   At the end we respond:  

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name; 

your kingdom come; 

your will be done; 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power  

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 



Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 

 

You are invited to use the prayer for Spiritual Communion below asking Jesus to be with you now.  
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day.  
Amen. 
 
Hymn 422 ‘Alleluia sing to Jesus!’ and 459 ‘O food to pilgrims given’  are sung during the giving of 
Communion. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 
Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
HYMN: 593 At the name of Jesus 
 
At the name of Jesus  
every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess him  
King of glory now; 
this the Father’s pleasure,  
that we call him Lord, 
who from the beginning  
was the mighty Word. 



 
Humbled for a season,  
to receive a name 
from the lips of sinners  
unto whom he came; 
faithfully he bore it  
spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious  
when from death he passed. 
 
Name him, Christians, name him, 
 with love strong as death, 
but with awe and wonder,  
and with bated breath; 
he is God the Saviour,  
he is Christ the Lord, 
ever to be worshipped,  
trusted and adored. 
 
Surely, this Lord Jesus 
shall return again, 
with his Father’s glory, 
with the angel train; 
for all wreaths of empire 
meet upon his brow, 
and our hearts confess him 
King of glory now. 
 

Caroline Maria Noel (1817-1877) 

Happy Easter! 


