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HYMN: 366 Living God, your word has called us 
 

Living God, your word has called us, 
Summoned us to live by grace, 
make us one in hope and vision, 
as we gather in this place. 
Take our searching, take our praising, 
take the silence of our prayer, 
offered up in joyful worship, 
springing from the love we share. 
 
Living God, your love has called us, 
in the name of Christ your Son, 
Forming us to be his body, 
by your Spirit make us one. 
Working, laughing, learning, growing, 
old and young and black and white, 
gifts and skills together sharing, 
in your service all unite. 
 
Living God, your hope has called us, 
to the world that you have made, 
teaching us to live for others, 
humble, joyful, unafraid. 
Give us eyes to see your presence, 
joy in laughter, hope in pain, 
IN our loving, in our living, 
give us strength that Christ may reign. 
 
Jan Berry (b.1953) 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you.  
and also with you. 
 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

The people are invited to reflect on their sins.  We keep a few moments of silence to remember before 
God our faults and the things we have done that are wrong.   God promises us forgiveness, healing and 
a fresh start when we confess our sins in faith and penitence.   
  



Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  
Amen.  

 

Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
THE GLORIA is sung.  
 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
 
THE COLLECT 
 

Almighty God, 
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles 
the wonder of your saving presence: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness 



sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot were to say, ‘Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And 
if the ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in 
the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As 
it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, 
nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ 22On the contrary, the members of the body 
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less 
honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable members are treated with greater 
respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the 
body, giving the greater honour to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the 
body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer 
together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in the 
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, 
forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? 
Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? 31But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL READING: Luke 4:14-21 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone. 



16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given 
to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
   because he has anointed me 
     to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
   and recovery of sight to the blind, 
     to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled 
in your hearing.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   
 
APOSTLES CREED      
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Response: 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father,  



accept these prayers for the sake of Your Son,  
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
Amen 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The priest introduces the peace.  
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
HYMN: 99 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed; 
Great David’s greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive free, 
To take away transgressions, 
And rule in equity. 
 
He comes, with succour speedy, 
To those who suffer wrong: 
To help the poor and needy, 
And bid the weak be strong: 
To give them songs for sighing, 
Their darkness turned to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
Were precious in His sight. 
 
He shall come down like showers 
Upon the fruitful earth: 
And love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
Spring in His path to birth: 
Before Him, on the mountains, 
Shall peace the herald go; 
And righteousness in fountains, 
From hill to valley flow. 
 
Kings shall fall down before Him, 
And gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore Him, 
His praise all people sing; 
To Him shall prayer unceasing 
and daily vows ascend; 
His kingdom still increasing, 
A kingdom without end. 



O’er every foe victorious, 
He on His throne shall rest; 
From age to age more glorious, 
All blessing and all-blest. 
The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove; 
His name shall stand for ever 
His changeless name of love. 
 
James Montgomery (1771-1854) 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
The Lord is here.   
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
The priest praises God for his mighty acts.   
 
We sing the Sanctus: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The priest recalls the Last Supper. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died:  
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 
The Prayer continues.   
 
At the end we respond:   
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name; 
your kingdom come; 



your will be done; 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.   
Amen. 
 
We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  
 
We sing the Agnus Dei: 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
 
Jesus is the lamb of God 
Who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
But only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
GIVING OF COMMUNION 

 

You are invited to use the prayer for Spiritual Communion below asking Jesus to be with you now.  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.  
Amen. 
 
448 ‘I come with joy, a child of God’ & 446 ‘ Here is bread, here is wine’ are sung during the giving of 
Communion. 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 
Almighty Father, 
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world:  
may your people, 
illumined by your word and sacraments, 



shine with the radiance of his glory, 
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed 

to the ends of the earth; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
 

HYMN: 691 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
 
Jesus shall reign where e'er the sun 
doth his successive journeys run; 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
People and realms of every tongue 
dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his Name. 
 
Blessings abound where e'er he reigns: 
the prisoner leaps to lose his chains, 
the weary find eternal rest, 
and all the sons of want are blest. 
 
To him shall endless prayer be made, 
and praises throng to crown his head; 
his Name like sweet perfume shall rise 
with every morning sacrifice. 
 
Let every creature rise and bring 
peculiar honours to our King; 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud Amen. 
 
 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
A blessing is given. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
In the name of Christ. Amen.   
 
The ministers depart.  An organ voluntary is played. 
 
 
 
 
 



Spiritual Communion. 
 
The term ‘Spiritual Communion’ has been used historically to describe the means of grace by which a 
person, prevented for some serious reason from sharing in a celebration of the Eucharist, nonetheless 
shares in the communion of Jesus Christ. The form of prayer offers Christians an opportunity to give 
thanks for their communion with him, particularly at times when they would ordinarily be present at 
the Eucharist.  
  
The Book of Common Prayer instructs us that if we offer ourselves in penitence and faith, giving thanks 
for the redemption won by Christ crucified, we may truly ‘eat and drink the Body and Blood of our 
Saviour Christ’, although we cannot receive the sacrament physically in ourselves. Making a Spiritual 
Communion is particularly fitting for those who cannot receive the sacrament at the great feasts of the 
Church, and it fulfils the duty of receiving Holy Communion ‘regularly, and especially at the festivals of 
Christmas, Easter and Whitsun or Pentecost’ (Canon B 15).   
  
The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building but by the Body of Christ 
of which we are members. In making our communion spiritually, we are joining with Christians 
everywhere to be nourished by the one who tells us, ‘I am the Bread of Life’. 
 


