Easter 5 Eucharist

5t May 2021

HYMN: Ye choirs of new Jerusalem
All stand as the ministers process in.

Ye choirs of new Jerusalem,
your sweetest notes employ,
the Paschal victory to hymn
in strains of holy joy.

For Judah's Lion burst his chains,

and crushed the serpent's head;

and brought with him, from death's domains
the long-imprisoned dead.

Triumphant in his glory now

his sceptre ruleth all;

earth, heaven, and hell before him bow,
and at his footstep fall.

While joyful thus his praise we sing,
his mercy we implore,

into his palace bright to bring

and keep us evermore.

All glory to the Father be,

all glory to the Son,

all glory, Holy Ghost, to thee,
while endless ages run.

Music: Henry Gauntlett, Words: St Fulbert of Chartres.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
and also with you.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
The minister invites the people to reflect on their sins.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour




in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.

Amen.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

THE GLORIA is sung.
THE COLLECT

Almighty God,

who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:
grant that, as by your grace going before us

you put into our minds good desires,

so by your continual help

we may bring them to good effect;

through Jesus Christ our risen Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Acts 8:26-end

26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) ?’So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he
was reading the prophet Isaiah. 2Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.” 3°So
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you
are reading?’ 3'He replied, ‘How can |, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and
sit beside him. 3.Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:

‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,




so he does not open his mouth.

33 In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.’
34The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may | ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or
about someone else?’ **Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to
him the good news about Jesus. 3®As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and
the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ *®He commanded
the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and
Philip baptized him. 3*When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away;
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. “°But Philip found himself at Azotus, and
as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING: John 15:1-8

Alleluia, alleluia.

| am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one:

| was dead, and behold | am alive for evermore. Revelation 1:17,18
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. “He removes every branch in me that bears no
fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. *You have already been
cleansed by the word that | have spoken to you. “Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. °I am the
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from
me you can do nothing. “Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. ’If you abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. ®My Father is glorified by this, that you
bear much fruit and become my disciples.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,




was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response:
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

At the end:

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers for the sake of Your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Amen

THE PEACE

The minister introduces the peace.
Alleluia! The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
HYMN: Jesus call us here to meet him

Jesus calls us here to meet him

as through word and song and prayer
we affirm God's promised presence
where his people live and care.

Praise the God who keeps his promise;
praise the Son who calls us friends;
praise the Spirit who, among us,

to our hopes and fears attends.

Jesus calls us to confess him
Word of Life and Lord of All,
sharer of our flesh and frailness
saving all who fail or fall.

Tell his holy human story;




tell his tales that all may hear;
tell the world that Christ in glory
came to earth to meet us here.

Jesus calls us to each other:

vastly different though we are;
language, colour, class and gender
neither limit nor debar.

Join the hand of friend and stranger;
join the hands of age and youth;
join the faithful and the doubter

in their common search for truth.

Jesus calls us to his table

rooted firm in time and space,

where the church in earth and heaven
finds a common meeting place.

Share the bread and wine, his body;
share the love of which we sing;

share the feast for saints and sinners
hosted by our Lord and King.

Music: Lewis folk melody Words: John Bell and Graham Maule

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

The president praises God for his mighty acts and we respond:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The president recalls the Last Supper.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:




Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

The Prayer continues. At the end we respond:
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;

your kingdom come;

your will be done;

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours,

now and forever.

Amen.

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

GIVING OF COMMUNION

You are invited to use the prayer for Spiritual Communion below asking Jesus to be with you now.

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me,

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.

Since | cannot now receive you sacramentally, | ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may | know you more clearly,

love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day.

Amen.

Now the green blade rises and Now let us from this table rise are sung during communion.

Now the green blade rises




1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been:

Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.

2 In the grave they laid him, Love whom men had slain,
thinking that he never would awake again,
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.

3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
he that for the three days in the grave had lain,
back from the dead my risen Lord is seen:
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
then your touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.

John Macleod Campbell Crum (1872-1958)
© Oxford University Press

Now let us from this table rise

Now let us from this table rise
renewed in body, mind and soul;
with Christ we die and rise again,
his selfless love has made us whole.

With minds alert, upheld by grace,

to spread the Word in speech and deed,
we follow in the steps of Christ,

at one with all in hope and need.

To fill each human house with love,

it is the sacrament of care;

the work that Christ began to do

we humble pledge ourselves to share.

Then grant us grace, Companion-God,
to choose again the pilgrim way

and help us to accept with joy

the challenge of tomorrow's day.

Music: Swiss trad. Melody Words: Fred Kaan
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Eternal God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:




grant us to walk in his way,

to rejoice in his truth,

and to share his risen life;

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen.

THE BLESSING

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Allelluia, alleluia.

A organ voluntary is played while the minister depart.




