
Eucharist – Mothering Sunday 
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OPENING HYMN:  For the beauty of the earth 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 For the beauty of the earth, 
 for the beauty of the skies, 
 for the love which from our birth 
 over and around us lies: 
 Lord of all, to thee we raise  
 this our sacrifice of praise.  
  
2 For the beauty of each hour 
 of the day and of the night, 
 hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
 sun and moon and stars of light: 
 Chorus  
 
3 For the joy of human love, 
 brother, sister, parent, child, 
 friends on earth, and friends above, 
 for all gentle thoughts and mild: 
 Chorus  
 
4 For each perfect gift of thine 
 to our race so freely given, 
 graces human and divine, 
 flowers of earth and buds of heaven: 
 Chorus  
 
Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917) 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you.  
and also with you. 
 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 
The people are invited to reflect on their sins.  We keep a few moments of silence to remember before 
God our faults and the things we have done that are wrong.   God promises us forgiveness, healing and 
a fresh start when we confess our sins in faith and penitence.   
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  



we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  
Amen.  

 

Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
COLLECT 
 
God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence 
to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING – Colossians 3:12-17 
 
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude 
in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 



This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL READING John 19:25b-27 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 
beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ 27Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is 
your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON   
 
APOSTLES CREED      
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
   
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Response: 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers for the sake of Your Son,  
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  



Amen 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The priest introduces the peace.  
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
HYMN:  God of Eve and God of Mary 
Sung by St James Church Choir 
 
God of Eve and God of Mary, 
God of love and mother earth, 
Thank you for the ones who with us 
Shared their life and gave us birth. 
 
As you came to earth in Jesus, 
So you come to us today; 
You are present in the caring 
That prepares us for life's way. 
 
Thank you, that the Church, our Mother, 
Gives us bread and fills our cup, 
And the comfort of the Spirit 
Warms our hearts and lifts us up. 
 
Thank you for belonging shelter, 
Bonds of friendship, ties of blood, 
And for those who have no children, 
Yet are parents under God. 
 
God of Eve and God of Mary, 
Christ our brother, human son, 
Spirit, caring like a mother, 
Take our love and make us one. 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
The Lord is here.   
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 



The priest praises God for his mighty acts and we respond: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The priest recalls the Last Supper. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died:  
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 
The Prayer continues.   
 
At the end we respond:   
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name; 
your kingdom come; 
your will be done; 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.   
Amen. 
 
We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world,  



have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world,  
grant us peace. 
 
Jesus is the lamb of God 
Who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
But only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
GIVING OF COMMUNION 

 
You are invited to use the prayer for Spiritual Communion below asking Jesus to be with you now.  
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.  
Amen. 
 

A hymn is sung, For Mary, Mother of our Lord 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 For Mary, Mother of our Lord 
 God’s holy name be praised, 
 who first the Son of God adored, 
 as on her child she gazed. 
 
2 Brave, holy Virgin, she believe, 

though hard the task assigned, 
and by the Holy Ghost conceived 
the Saviour of mankind. 

 
3 She gave her body as God’s shrine, 

her heart to piercing pain; 
she knew the cost of love divine, 
when Jesus Christ was slain. 

 
4 Dear Mary, from your lowliness 

and home in Galilee  
there comes a joy and holiness 
to every family.  

 
5 Hail, Mary, you are full of grace, 

above all women blest; 



and blest your Son, whom your embrace 
in birth and death confessed. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 
Loving God, 
as a mother feeds her children at the breast 
you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life: 
help us who have tasted your goodness 
to grow in grace within the household of faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
A blessing is given. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 
Hymn:  Tell out, my soul 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
 Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
 tender to me the promise of his word; 
 in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 
 Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
 his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
 his holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
 Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
 Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
 the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
 Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
 to children's children and for evermore! 
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The ministers depart.  An organ voluntary is played. 
 
Spiritual Communion. 
 
The term ‘Spiritual Communion’ has been used historically to describe the means of grace by which a 
person, prevented for some serious reason from sharing in a celebration of the Eucharist, nonetheless 
shares in the communion of Jesus Christ. The form of prayer offers Christians an opportunity to give 
thanks for their communion with him, particularly at times when they would ordinarily be present at 
the Eucharist.  
  
The Book of Common Prayer instructs us that if we offer ourselves in penitence and faith, giving thanks 
for the redemption won by Christ crucified, we may truly ‘eat and drink the Body and Blood of our 
Saviour Christ’, although we cannot receive the sacrament physically in ourselves. Making a Spiritual 
Communion is particularly fitting for those who cannot receive the sacrament at the great feasts of the 
Church, and it fulfils the duty of receiving Holy Communion ‘regularly, and especially at the festivals of 
Christmas, Easter and Whitsun or Pentecost’ (Canon B 15).   
  
The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building but by the Body of Christ 
of which we are members. In making our communion spiritually, we are joining with Christians 
everywhere to be nourished by the one who tells us, ‘I am the Bread of Life’. 


