
‘Longest Night’ 
A service for 21st December 2020 

 

 
 

“Comfort, comfort my people” 
says your God. 

‘Do you not know? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God 

The Creator of the ends of the earth, 
He will not grow tired or weary. 

He gives strength to the weary and 
increases the power of the weak’ 

[Isaiah 40 v1; 28-29] 
 

 

As the longest night of 2020 draws in and 
surrounds us, many are sad or anxious, 
lonely or overwhelmed by the year that is 
ending, facing a difficult Christmas where 
joy seems far away. 
 

Let us set aside precious time to share in 
readings, poetry, music and silence 
Space to offer to God the loneliness and 
sadness we may be feeling, our concerns for 
ourselves and those on our hearts and 
minds; offering to God all that brings us low 
asking that, through His great mercy, He 
will lighten our darkness as we hear again 
of the love that came down at Christmas, 
the love that is with us even now.. 
 
We pause for a moment to still our thoughts 
before sharing in the carol: ‘Silent Night’ 

 

Carol: Silent Night 
Silent night! holy night! 
All is calm all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child 
Holy infant so tender and mild 
sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night! holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight 
glories stream from heaven afar 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia 
Christ the Saviour is born 
Christ the Saviour is born. 
 
Silent night! holy night! 
Son of God love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
 

Let us join our voices in prayer:   

God of mercy, as Christmas comes near 
Hear our prayer: 
for ourselves and for our families,  
for all who live with illness, pain and 
loneliness or grief and loss.  
We ask for strength for today, courage 
for tomorrow, and peace for the past. 
We ask these things in the name of 
Jesus Christ, who shares our life in all 
its joys and sorrows; who brings hope 
in times of despair, and holds out to us 
the promise of eternal light and love. 

Amen 
 

Jesus said:  
“I am the light of the world!  
Whoever comes to me will not walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life.” 
 



We hear an Advent poem 

Come, God-with-us  
Come, God-with-us: 
who braves our rejection and hurt, 
who holds us in acceptance and love. 
 

Come, God-for-us: 
who whispers in our ears 
that we – each of us  
are beloved children 
 

Come, God-under-us: 
who cradles us in arms that never grow 
weary; whose lap has room  
enough for all  
 

Come, God-over-us: 
who watches  
in the long silence of the night 
that we may rest in peace 
 

Come, God-beside-us: 
who steadies us when we falter 
who lifts us up when we fall 
 

Come, God-behind-us: 
who picks up all the faded dreams 
we drop along the way 
and patchworks them into hope 
 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
[by Thorn M Shuman] 

 

Taizé chant: ‘Within our darkest night’  
 
FIRST CANDLE: 
 

Trusting in God’s hope and comfort, 
knowing we are not alone, reminded that 
He lovingly holds us in His care, the first 
candle has been lit to place in God’s hands 
all the memories from the past and the pain 
of recent experiences, illnesses, anxieties 
and disappointments even failings: 
 

[we hold a short time of silent prayer] 

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A light no darkness can extinguish 
 
 

We lay our needs before God 
 
Lord God, 
Your love sees our failings and forgives. 
Your love feels pain and wipes away tears. 
Your love knows grief, and offers comfort. 
Your love sees all that we do wrong 
and still loves us in all our brokenness. 
 

Lord God, 
Forgive us when we fail to reflect your love. 
Forgive us when we forget or reject you. 
Accept us as we are, lead us into new life. 
Lighten our darkness, mend us and heal us 
and be with us now and forever: Amen 
 
Lord have mercy: in you we trust 
Christ have mercy: on you we depend 
Lord have mercy:  
Maranatha! come Lord come! 
 
Words from Psalm 130  
Out of the depths have I called to you,  
O Lord: hear my voice 
 

I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him: 
In his word is my hope.  
 

My soul waits for the Lord, 
More than the night-watch for the morning 
 

I trust in the Lord 
For with him there is steadfast love. 
 



Organ Solo played by Myles Tyrrell:  
Lullay, Lullay my little child 
  
Second Candle: 

 

Trusting that in His compassion God hears 
and comforts all who cry out to Him,  
the second candle has been lit to place into 
God’s hands victims of abuse, hatred and 
discrimination, the homeless, all who feel 
invisible, cast out and abandoned. 
 
[we hold a short time of silent prayer] 
 
 

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A light no darkness can extinguish 
 
We hear a reading from John 1:1-5.9-14 

 
A reading from St John’s Gospel: 
In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God.  

All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.  
He was in the world, and the world came 
into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him.  
He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him.  

But to all who received him, who believed 
in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 
of man, but of God. And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, 
full of grace and truth. 
 
Third Candle: 
 

Trusting in His healing touch, the third 
candle has been lit to place into God’s 
hands all who are sick in body, mind or 
spirit, especially those suffering effects of 
Covid or any life-changing illness, the dying 
and those who mourn, the souls of all whom 
we have loved and see no longer and the 
souls known only to God alone. 
 

[we hold a short time of silent prayer] 
 
 

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A light no darkness can extinguish 
 
We continue to reflect as we listen to:  
It Came upon a Midnight Clear 
Sung by members of St James’ Choir 
Organist Myles Tyrrell 
 

Time of prayer: [with Taizé refrain] 
 

O Lord hear my prayer, O Lord hear my 
prayer, when I call, answer me. 
O Lord hear my prayer, O Lord hear my 
prayer. Come and listen to me. 
 



You hear our cry and know our deepest 
longings and sorrows. 
You lead us when we have lost our way, 
give us courage to go on:  
Be not far from us O Lord 
Lighten our darkness and hear our prayer 
[Taizé refrain] 
 

You understand our brokenness and our 
fears for the future. 
You dry the tears of our sadness and grief, 
filling our emptiness: 
Be not far from us O Lord 
Lighten our darkness and hear our prayer 
[Taizé refrain] 
 

You rage with us at what is unjust and give 
us strength to speak out. 
You heal the innocent of shame and guilt, 
giving us grace to endure: 
Be not far from us O Lord 
Lighten our darkness and hear our prayer 
[Taizé refrain] 
 

You renew us in love, rekindle our hope and 
mend our broken hearts. 
You save and restore us, sent Your only Son 
to save and redeem: 
You are not far from us O Lord 
You are our light in the darkness   
 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil, 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory 
are yours now and forever: Amen. 
 

Before we light the Fourth Candle, a time of 
silence as we offer our own prayers 

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A light no darkness can extinguish 
 

Reflection: Revd. Vicky Maunder 
 

Carol: O Holy Night 
O Holy Night 
The stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of our dear Saviour's birth 
Long lay the world in sin and e'er pining 
'Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
 
Fall on your knees O hear the angels voices. 
O night divine,  
O night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night, O night divine. 
 

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming, 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
Here came the wise men from Orient land. 
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger. 
In all our trials born to be our friend 
 

He knows our need,  
to our weakness is no stranger, 
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend! 
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend! 
 

Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 
Chains shall He break  
for the slave is our brother; 
And in His name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
With all our hearts we praise His holy name. 
 

Christ is the Lord!  
O praise His Name forever, 
His power and glory evermore proclaim. 
O night divine, O night, O night divine. 



 
Final prayer of Blessing: 
May Emmanuel,  
God-with-us,  
be a light for our feet,  
a companion for the journey wherever the 
road of life may lead. 
May His Holy Spirit give us strength to 
endure, and may the God of hope fill us 
with His peace that passes all 
understanding as we turn towards 
Christmas praying that Christ’s love will 
sustain us in this life and in the world to 
come: Amen  
 
Organ Solo played by Myles Tyrrell:  
Carillion by Bach  
 
May you have a peaceful Christmas 
 
 

 
During this time of restrictions with all the 
isolation, loneliness, anxiety and concern it 
brings, if you would like to speak to a member 
of the ministry or pastoral team either for 
yourself or to find out how you may be able to 
support others, please contact: 
 
Vicky - stjameswe.vicar@gmail.com 
Linda – rev.lindagalvin@gmail.com 
Carol – stjameswe.pastoral@gmail.com  

 

 

If you would like to make a donation 

towards the work and mission of St James’ 

Church that would be very much 

appreciated during this difficult time of 

pandemic: 

www.stjameswestend.org.uk/donate/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who assisted in creating, 

reading at and producing this service: 
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Instrumentalist: Sophie Aynsley 
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https://youtu.be/GIb73-rawQA 
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