
Brief Introduction to the gospels and to Mark’s gospel 

 

The Church of England uses a three-year cycle of readings for its services.  The first year has 

a focus on Matthew’s gospel, the second year on Mark’s gospel and the third year on Luke’s 

gospel and readings from John’s gospel are woven through all three years.   

This advent we move into year B which has a focus on Mark’s gospel.   

The four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, are the books of the New Testament 

that narrate the story of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.   They tell us how God reaches 

out to us not by sending a manifesto, or a set of rules, but by coming to us as a person.  

Faith is about a relationship and we get to know Jesus through reading the gospels, the 

good news.   The word gospel comes from a Greek word that means ‘good news’.     

You might wonder why there are four gospels and not one.  If I asked 4 people who know 

you, perhaps a family member, a work colleague, a friend, and a church member, to give an 

account of you, they’d each write something different.    Each account would be an 

authentic and true account of who you are, but each would be different.   Each of the gospel 

writers, inspired by the Holy Spirit, writes about Jesus in their own way.  And together the 

four gospels give us a fuller picture of who Jesus is. 

The writer of Matthew’s gospel is writing the gospel for Jewish readers and he wants to help 

them understand that Jesus is the long awaited Jewish Messiah.  So he starts the gospel 

with a genealogy to show how Jesus is descended from King David, the great Israelite King 

and from Abraham, the great Father of the Jewish faith.  There are lots of Old Testament 

quotes in this gospel and lots of Jesus teaching is included, to help them see how Jesus is the 

fulfilment of the Old Testament prophets and the law.    

The writer of Luke’s gospel is passionate about how the good news of Jesus is for everyone, 

regardless of their gender, social position or nationality.  This gospel has an emphasis on 

how Jesus reached out to those on the margins of society, the outsiders, the poor and 

oppressed, the lost and those considered unacceptable by society.   This gospel includes 

Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan and includes a number of stories of the women who 

were part of Jesus life (Mary his mother, her cousin Elizabeth, his friends Mary and Martha, 

sisters to Lazarus).   

The writer of John’s gospel particularly emphasises how Jesus is divine, God incarnate, God 

with us.  The writer begins this gospel right back at the beginning of the world to show that 

we can only begin to understand who Jesus is from the perspective of eternity.   

I hope this brief note on some of the emphasis of each gospel shows the helpfulness of 

studying each gospel separately and how together they give us a richer picture of who Jesus 

is.  The Holy Spirit was at work in the gospel writers and we pray that the Holy Spirit is at 

work in us when we read and study these writings, helping us to understand them and 

deepening our faith.   



Mark’s gospel was the first gospel written.  It’s the shortest at 16 chapters.  And the writer 

can’t wait to tell us about Jesus.   There is a real pace and urgency about this gospel.   The 

writer doesn’t mention Jesus birth, he launches straight into the adult Jesus being baptised 

and beginning his ministry.  In just the first chapter Jesus is baptised, spends 40 days in the 

wilderness, begins his ministry, calls the disciples to follow him, travels round teaching and 

healing, and we are told his fame spreads.    

I love how this gospel starts - ‘The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God’.  This gospel is just the beginning we are told.  The story of Jesus continues on, through 

history, to us today and beyond.  And it is good news we are told!   And right at the 

beginning the writer tell us who Jesus is – he is ‘the Son of God’.  And then the gospel tells 

us Jesus’ story so we can make up our own mind and decide for ourselves.   Who do you 

think Jesus is? this gospel asks.  Here is what Jesus did.   What do you think?   He healed 

people, again and again. He cast out demons.  He fed the crowds when they were hungry. 

He is lord over creation, he stilled the storm, walked on water.  And crowds and crowds 

gathered to see him and he taught them with authority and they were amazed at his 

teaching and the things he did.  Look at all these signs of God’s kingdom come on earth; this 

gospel is proclaiming.  See how the people responded to Jesus.   

But although Mark’s gospel tells us how Jesus taught with authority, it doesn’t actually 

include much of the teaching itself.  Interestingly 95% of the gospel of Mark is in Matthew’s 

gospel but Matthew’s gospel is much longer, 28 chapters compared to Mark’s 16, because 

it’s Matthew’s gospel that includes Jesus teaching and Luke’s gospel does too.   

Mark’s gospel is more focused on what Jesus did and how his path was not the path of 

triumph, power and glory but the path of humble obedience which involved rejection and 

crucifixion.  Jesus is the suffering servant who ‘came not to be served but to serve and to 

give his life a ransom for many’ as we read in Mark 10:45.  It’s through Jesus’ death and 

resurrection that we can understand who he is, this gospel emphasises.  And the roman 

centurion proclaims at the crucifixion ‘truly this man was God’s Son’. Mark 15:39.  

Some scholars suggest the writer was writing this gospel for a community that was being 

persecuted and this account, helping them understand how Jesus suffered, would have 

helped and strengthened them in their faith.   As we live through difficult times, this gospel 

can strengthen and encourage us in our faith.  

Mark’s gospel was written to be read aloud, that’s why there is lots of repetition of words to 

make it easy to listen to.  And it would have been read in one go or in large chunks at a time.  

Mike, our BCM worship leader has recorded a reading of the gospel for us in six parts: 

1) Mark 1:1 - 3:6 - https://youtu.be/XxDXH_Wfqrg 
2) Mark 3:7 - 6:6a - https://youtu.be/UOlAogD_aBc 
3) Mark 6:6b - 8:26 - https://youtu.be/PCc7-lXMIVI 
4) Mark 8:27 - 10:52 - https://youtu.be/h8iB8lo-evE 
5) Mark 11:1 - 13:37 - https://youtu.be/QsfErzVVst8 
6) Mark 14:1 - end! - https://youtu.be/KwluNmNFWKY 
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